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OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 
Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s & Youth Ministries 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate 

Love 



 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 

believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 

our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 

church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 

ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 

belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 

proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  

We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 

this congregation. 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the service if 

needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Faith Formation after the Time with Children & Youth  

except on Communion Sundays, they will go after the Lord’s Prayer.  Outside 

the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room downstairs 

directly under the sanctuary 

 
Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.  We 

pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Dec. 30, 2018                                                                                       10:00 AM  
 

 
*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE  
 

WELCOME!  Rev. Gayle Murphy 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Inspired by Isaiah 63:7-9) 

    (The answers to the “One Voice Statements will be offered from the Congregation - but 

you won’t be put on the spot!) 
 

One Voice: Aaaaah!  Christmas has come with its blessings and memories; 

 Christmas blessings named 

One Voice:The pressure is off and we are freed from our to-do lists to worship; 

 Worship experiences happily anticipated 

One Voice: We can tell of the kindness of our God and deeds God has done which 

should be praised; 

 Kindnesses of God experienced  

One Voice: God has breathed upon us the assurance that, “Surely we are God’s 

people;” 

 How we know we are God’s people 

Together: In the shadow of Christmas, let us adore our God with our hearts, our 

songs, and our lives! 

 

*OPENING HYMN #148 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ADESTE FIDELES 

 

* UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Gracious and loving God, we enter into worship this morning under the light of 

Your star.   Now comes the time of meaning-making and following the light of 

Christ into living our lives.   Bless us in this community which nurtures us, hold us 

in Your arms as we face our challenges, and open us to the possibilities of You being 

born in us today.   This we pray in the name of our newborn savior Jesus Christ.   

Amen. 
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God is with us every day.  We don’t deserve it and yet the possibility is set before us 

again and again in God’s forgiveness.   The miracle of Christmas is the relentless coming 

of God into our world.  All this brings us to praise God. 
 

(Everyone may be seated.) 

 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE #143     “Joy to the World”  vs. 1 ANTIOCH 
 

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2: 13-23  (Pew Bible page 833) 
 

CHRISTMAS MEDITAION        And Mary Pondered These Things in Her Heart 
 

QUIET MEDITATION, ending with #162     “What Child is This” GREENSLEEVES 
 

TIME OF PRAYER, ending with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN SING (You are welcome to gather around the piano and 

request your favorite Christmas carol). 
 

NEW YEAR’S COMMITMENT TO PONDER 

 Issuing a challenge for 2019 
 

 Response to Challenge 
 

 Congregational Prayer Response:   God, it is Your way to provide for us new 

beginnings.   As we start this new year, let us live with hope for new life, the 

peace of Christ, Your love both deep and patient, and our response of joy 

whenever we come into contact with you.  Make us better people and call us to 

share these blessings with those in our world who need it the most.   This we 

pray expectantly in Jesus’ name.  Amen.   
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TIME OF GIVING 
 

 Invitation:  Let us bring our offerings before God with thanksgiving 
 

 (In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out 

and pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just 

put down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, 

please leave the sheet on the top of the book at the end of the pew. Thanks!) 
 

 Offertory 
 

 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

We are grateful in this time of giving to give these gifts to you.  May they be a 

blessing to this community and to all those whom they help in Your name.   Amen. 
 

*DEACON’S CALL 
 

*CLOSING HYMN #167    “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 
 

*WORDS OF BLESSING 
 

Nancy Cook served as liturgist. 

Liz Jarobski and Elaine Moore are Deacons of the day. 

Thank you to Judy Ellis for filling in for Joe as pianist this week. 
 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR DEC 30, 2018  
 

Bereavement: The Keeler family on the loss of Mom & Nana Dottie Keeler who died on Christmas Eve; 

Roland Regnier and family on the loss of his mom who passed away peacefully on Dec. 27. 

Continued Prayers: Carolyn Bent is having surgery on Jan 7 to remove a benign growth; Serena Leiser is 

having back surgery on Jan 7; Joshua Nichols (grandson of Richard Nichols) who was in a motor vehicle 

accident; Anna Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen Gavel and the Oevermanns; Linda Polatka (Cathie 

Achorn’s sister); Linda & Dick Birch; Ron and Nancy Clark’s daughter, Melissa Dickinson.  
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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The beautiful wreaths in the sanctuary, hanging on the balconies, were given in loving memory and 

celebration through donations to Memorial Gifts.  If you would like to donate to the Memorial Gifts in 

memory or celebration of a loved one, please speak to Sue Menzel, Kathy Reynolds or Betty Gray. 

 

FAREWELL TO REV. ELAINE 

We will be having a party to celebrate Rev. Elaine’s ministry with us on Saturday, 1/12/19 at the 

DoubleTree in Westborough from 7-10pm.  We will have music, appetizers and a cash bar.  There will also 

be discounted rooms available ($99.00 for the evening of 01/12/19) for those who wish to stay over.  We 

will be selling tickets for $20 for adults and $10 for children, $50 max/family.  We will also be collecting 

for a purse for her.  We still need lots of photos for the photo book!  Please see one of Rev. Elaine’s PRC 

after church today and 1/6/19.  If the cost creates a hardship for you we still want you to attend, please see 

one of us and we will put you on the list.  If you have any questions or concerns speak to Dana Crawford, 

Rachel Graham, Megan Huber, Judy Powell or Roland Regnier 

 

GROCERY CARDS 

2018 Goal: $ 8,000                2018 YTD Sales: $6,683.75 

Don’t stop eating now! It will take a huge effort by all of us in order to meet our commitment of $8,000.00 

to the operation budget. Less than that and our budget will face a line item deficit. Bring your checkbook to 

Church and always have a grocery gift card in your pocket for even the quick stops. Together, all things are 

possible, even this challenge!    Thanks-for-giving!    If you can’t make it to church contact Karen 

Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 

or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. They’d be happy to 

deliver them. 
 

DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  The next dinner will be Thursday, Jan. 3
rd

. Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
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Dec 30 Sunday  

10:00 AM Family Worship  
 

Dec 31 Monday –New Year’s Eve 
 

Jan 1 Happy New Year! 
 

Jan 2 Wednesday (no scheduled events) 
 

Jan 3 Thursday  

9:00 AM Playgroup/Nursery 

2:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm. 

3:30 PM Worship Planning 

5:00 PM Dismas House Dinner 
 

Jan 4 Friday (no scheduled events) 
 

Jan 5 Saturday (no scheduled events) 
 

Jan 6 Communion Sunday  

10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 

11:30 AM Deacons/Kerygma Rm 

 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi9gqfZ3cLfAhVLJt8KHb1iCvkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://stock.adobe.com/search?k%3D%22happy%2Bnew%2Byear%2B2019%22&psig=AOvVaw37Q6maHzu0BVq4YNKRQINU&ust=1546093608056495
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