
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First Sunday of Advent 

 

Angels Among Us! 

 

 
 

 

 
OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiGz5KDteTXAhWFPN8KHfq2CHoQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/40daysofprayer/st-gabriel-the-archangel/&psig=AOvVaw26ANtyR-PDSjDcVE5cVVlh&ust=1512066552458043
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 

believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 

our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 

church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 

ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 

belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 

proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  

We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 

this congregation. 

 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the service if 

needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Pre-K thru Grade 8: Will go to Faith Formation during after the 

Lord’s Prayer.  Outside the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep 

little hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  We have large print bulletins and an elevator too! 

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room 

downstairs directly under the sanctuary. 
 

Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.  We 

pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children! 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Dec. 3, 2017                                                                                    10:00 AM 
 

Whoever you are, or wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 
 

COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 
 

WELCOME!  Pastor Paul Sangree 
 

*OPENING SONG “Come, Now is the Time to Worship” Brian Doerksen (1998) 

Led by Joyspring 

 (you can find the music for the song in the black book in your pews.) 
 

Come, now is the time to worship 

Come, now is the time to give your heart 

Come, just as you are to worship 

Come just as you are before your God, Come 
 

CHORUS: 

One day every tongue will confess you are God  

One day every knee will bow 

Still the greatest treasure remains for those 

Who gladly choose you now. 
 

*OPENING PRAYER  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

* LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE  Marilyn & Jerry Lyle 

   Audrey, Claire & Bridgett Lord 

Leader: On this first Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of hope. 
 

People: We light it knowing full well that hope can be elusive, and for some people, it is 

almost completely absent.  But in this season of Advent, we trust that God is 

never absent from us. 
 

Leader: God is always preparing something new.  And even when there is discord between 

countries, families, or within our own hearts, God is present, leading us to new 

possibilities.  Our God is a God of hope!   
 

 (please pause until the candle has been lit) 
 

People: Loving God, we thank You for the hope You offer us.  In this season of Advent, 

may we open all the dark places in our lives and memories to the healing light of 

Christ.  Show us the creative power of hope as we prepare our hearts to be 

transformed by You. 
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*ADVENT RESPONSE      “Angels We Have Heard on High” (vs. 1) Hymn #155  

  Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing GLORIA 

o'er the plains, and the mountains in reply 

echoing their joyous strains. 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, forgive us for the things that we have done that we regret, and for the things 

we have failed to do that we regret.  Help us this day to be willing to start afresh and to 

forgive ourselves as You forgive us, as we pray the prayer that our Lord Jesus taught us, 

saying together, 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER  (Debts)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

(Children leave now to go to Faith Formation) 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD AND RESPONSE 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM “Advent Promise” arr. John Paige 

  Flute, Rebekah Tregger 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Pastor Paul Sangee 
 

SERMON SCRIPTURE Luke 1:67-80 (pew Bible page 832) 
 

The priest Zechariah sings his song of joy before God! 
 

SERMON “Zechariah’s Song” Rev. Kelly Gallagher 
 

Part of “Angels Among Us” sermon series 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

 Invitation:  Let us bring our offerings before God with thanksgiving! 
 

 In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  Please place the 

attendance sheets on top of the black books. Thanks! 
 

 Offertory Anthem  “To the Table” Zach Williams (2016) 

  Joyspring 
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*DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

God of hope, use these gifts and our lives that we may serve You and one another, in Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 
 

*COMMUNION SONG  #134     “Emmanuel, Emmanuel” (sing twice through) McGEE 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

(We are pleased to announce that the Communion in our church is served with gluten free bread.) 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside rear cover of your hymn book) 
 

INVOCATION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

O God, we give thanks for this open table, and for this meal filled with hope.  We pray that 

we would choose to follow You in the days and weeks ahead, for Your glory, Amen.  
 

*CLOSING CAROL #125 “Come, O Long Expected Jesus” HYFRYDOL 
 

*UNISON BENEDICTION 

"Loving God, May Your Holy Spirit fill us with Your flame of love this day.  Give us 

openness to hear Your message, and courage to be Your messengers in the world.  May we 

do all this in Jesus' name, Amen." 

 

*SUNG BENEDICTION “Go Ye Now in Peace” Joyce Elaine Eilers 

Go ye now in peace, and know that the love of God will guide you.  Feel His presence here 

beside you showing you the way.  In your time of trouble, when hurt and despair are there 

to grieve you, know that the Lord will never leave you.  He will bring you courage.  Know 

that the God who sent his Son to die that you might live will never leave you lost and alone 

in His beloved world.  Go ye now in peace.  Go ye now in peace. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

*POSTLUDE 
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We welcome Rev. Kelly Gallagher, our area minister of the Central Association of the 

Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ as our guest preacher today. 
 

The flowers on the altar are given by the Owens family in memory of Rita Mink. 

Audrey, Claire & Bridget Lord greeted you this morning and served as liturgist. 

Liz Jarobski and Joan Truesdell are Deacons of the day. 

Communion servers are Beth Dapolite, Audrey Lord, Linda Borglund, Linda Birch,  

Elaine Gallo and David Ruberti. 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship! 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR DEC 3, 2017 
 

New Prayers: Egline Hollfelder (Nila Gray’s mother); Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother). 

Continued Prayers: Olivia L.; Kevin Keeler’s Aunt Kathy; Elena Moskal; Lois Gray & family (sister-in-law 

of Betty Gray); Michael Newton who was deployed to Baghdad; Joan Gates; Pari, a dear friend of Cathie 

Achorn and Angela Caron; Nick & Sue Perron’s granddaughter Annika; Taylor Ann Caroll (Carolyn 

Bent’s niece). 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TODAY AT 11:30AM 

There will be special meeting today after church to discuss and vote on the budget for 2018, approve a by-law 

that will establish a Women’s Fellowship Committee, and hear an update from the Strategy and Visioning team. 
 

SERMON AND BIBLE STUDY EVERY SUNDAY AT 9AM 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9AM in the Chapel downstairs for a Bible Study focused on the sermon 

Scripture of the day!  We always have a great conversation! 
 

MEN’S GROUP 

Monday nights at 7:00 PM in the Chapel downstairs at the church.  Join Clif Newton and other leaders for 

a night of challenging and in depth discussion that will challenge you and help you grow in your daily life 

and walk with Christ.  It is also a great way to get to know some other awesome men!  Open both to men 

from our church and also men not from our church. 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP- MONDAY, DEC. 4
TH

  

Christmas Party & Yankee Swap - 6:30 PM.  No program…just fun and fellowship.  An evening of fun 

and relaxation before the “rush”.  Bring a wrapped gift ($5 limit) to swap.  Be prepared to laugh and enjoy 

extra special refreshments.  There will be a 15 minute presentation at 6:30pm. 
 

FLOWER COMMITTEE 

It’s that time of year to purchase poinsettias in honor of or in memory of a special person.  This year we 

will have the display up on Sunday, Dec. 17
th

.  The flowers will then be delivered to the octogenarians and 

shut-ins after the service.  We have decreased the price this year to $9.00 per plant.  See the order form 

at the back of the sanctuary. 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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INTERFAITH GIVING TREE  

It’s that time of year again!  Tags for our 2017 Westborough Interfaith Giving Tree and Framingham 

Department of Children and Families Santa’s Elves programs are still available TODAY 12/3. We had a 

GREAT start the last two Sundays – about 245 tags signed out, leaving about 55 tags left on the trees.  

Most of the tags left are gift cards.  There are also some for clothing items, boots/shoes, and even a few 

toys.  Need a gift for the person who has everything?  Donate a gift in their honor to a child in need this 

holiday season.  Gift donations make great teacher gifts, too. 

Don’t like to shop? Make a donation and we will do the shopping for you.   Important details: 

♦ALL tags must be SIGNED OUT.  Please see a member of our Missions Team to sign out the 

tags at the tables after choosing a tag(s) off the trees. 

♦All WRAPPED gifts are due back to the church vestry by noon on Sunday December 10
th

. 

If you have any questions please contact Kathy Reynolds (774-262-4326). Thank you in advance for your 

generous support of these great programs! 
 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE NEXT SUNDAY – DEC. 10
TH

  

Christmas and the holiday season can be a difficult time of year for some of us. The loss of loved ones, the 

loss of a job, and other losses in our lives may leave us feeling less than joyful as others gaily go about 

holiday preparations. If you are finding yourself feeling “blue” this year, please join us for a Blue 

Christmas service on Sunday, December 10
th

 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel. We will light candles, pray 

together, and be in community as we remember the light of hope that Jesus’ birth brings to our lives. 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING – NEXT SUNDAY DEC 10
TH

 

Come to one of the most popular activities.  People of all ages are invited! It's a great way to spend time 

with our youth and the shut in people enjoy our visits.  Meet in the Vestry at 4:30 PM for Pizza, Caroling 

at 5:00 PM.  Bring your Santa hat or reindeer antlers and your jingle bells. Then afterwards we have hot 

chocolate and fellowship.  If you have questions call Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671, or talk to a Parish 

Life Committee Member- Nancy Cook, Diane and Steve Lindberg, Cathy Purcell, or Linda Borglund or 

Norma Powell. 

CHRISTMAS EVE – 5 & 7PM 

Join us this Christmas Eve for our Pageant, which will be at 5PM, or our candlelight service at 7PM.  Invite 

a friend or family member! 
 

A NOTE FROM YOUR DEACONS 

We have many new people and we want to call you by name.  Please wear your name tag. Thanks again to 

Ed Wong for making and maintaining our name tag board.  If you don’t have one, let a deacon or the office 

know.  Temporary name badges for you and your visitors can be found by the guest book outside the 

sanctuary.  Thank you! 
 

PASTOR PAUL AT PANERA 

Pastor Paul is available every Thursday morning for a conversation at Panera! Just email him and let him 

know what time is good for you! 
 

GROCERY CARDS  
 

        2017 Goal:  $ 8,000                         2017    YTD Sales:  $     6675.75 
 

Last week’s profits were $151.50   Grocery cards will be on sale in the vestry after worship service. Bring 

your checkbook to Church so you can eat heathy, shop locally with your Grocery Card.  Stop by our table 

after worship on Sundays for more information or contact one of us and we will deliver them to you.  Karen 

Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or 

nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
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DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again Thursday, Dec.7
th

.  Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 
 

 

PRAYER TIME CARDS 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up 

on Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the 

sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon, Thanks! 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon & Fri 9-1, Tues, Wed, Thurs. 9-2, Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 

   LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!  
 

Dec 3 Communion Sunday/Advent I 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel  

10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 

11:15 AM Kids Chimes & Bells 

11:15 AM Special Meeting 

2:30 PM GSA/Vestry 

5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 

Dec 4 Monday 

7–8:30PM Men’s Group/Chapel 

7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Dec 5 Tuesday 

9:45 AM Whitney Place Service 

10:30 AM Beaumont Service 

11:15 AM Willow’s Communion 

7:00 PM Festival Ringers 
 

Dec 6 Wednesday 
9:30 AM Playgroup 

9:30 AM Called to Care/Kerygma Room 

10:30 AM Staff Meeting/Kerygma Room 

3:30 PM Journey Home Singers 

Dec 7 Thursday  

2:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes 

4:30-6PM GSA/Vestry 

6:00PM Confirmation Class/Kerygma Rm 
 

Dec 8 Friday  (no events scheduled) 
 

Dec 9 Saturday 
1PM - 4PM Women’s Club Holiday House 

Tour & Reception/Vestry 
 

Dec 10 Sunday/Advent II 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel  

10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 

4:30 PM Parish Life Caroling & light supper 

7:00 PM Blue Christmas Service/Chapel 
 

 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwvfCqhJTPAhVIGD4KHV7DAYYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/handicap/&bvm=bv.133053837,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNG69Sn5bMgp_MEiNN32BqeU_nzd-A&ust=1474120324852005
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=like+us+on+facebook+logo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=4m5GXumYiZbFPM&tbnid=yDEnWos56gGPUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/logo/facebook-11&ei=BiuuUdPfJOPI0QG0sYHgDw&bvm=bv.47244034,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNGW0OGkr-SJZvOMeS-j8siGjEn8Pw&ust=1370455149658018
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POINSETTIAS 
 

The Flower Committee is taking orders for poinsettias for display in the Sanctuary on Sunday, 
December 17th.  Plants will be delivered to octogenarians and shut-ins.  Send your order and 
check (made out to "The Congregational Church of Westborough" noting Flower Committee on memo 
section) to the church office BY WEDNESDAY, DEC. 13TH 
 

#________ of plants at $9 each.      $___________ total 
 

Plants are given (please note which) in memory of or in honor of: (Please print clearly) 
 

FOR: 

___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

FROM: 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 


