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Christmas Eve, 5:00 Service 

December 24, 2018 
 

"What keeps the wild Hope of Christmas alive year after year in a world notorious for dashing all 

hopes is the haunting Dream that the Child who was born that day, long ago, may yet be born 

again even in us and our own snow-blind longing for God." - Frederick Buechner  
 

      *The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Isaiah 9:2-7 Pete Graham 

 

WELCOME! 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE Nancy, Tammy & Nora Hubbard 
 

Reader: We relight the candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering that all of these in 

more are promised in Christ’s birth. 
 

People: “Look!  The young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 

Immanuel.” 
 

Reader: Tonight is the night we have all been waiting for.  Our Advent wreath will now be 

completed by the lighting of the Christ Candle. 
 

People: “For unto us a child is given, unto us a savior is born, and the order of the world 

will be upon his shoulders.” 

 (The Christmas Candle is lit.) 
 

Reader: With the birth of Jesus, our lives will be forever changed.  We will be transformed by 

his model and message. 
 

People: We light this candle to represent that Christ is truly the center of our lives. 
 

All: We thank you, God, for Your gift of Jesus Christ to the entire world. We thank 

you that Christ’s coming makes hope, peace, joy, and love possible for every 

person in every nation. Encourage us to do our part to bring goodwill and peace 

to our families, our churches, our neighborhoods, and the world. Now let Your 

Spirit put us in touch with You, The Living God, through the words and music 

we hear this evening. In the name of the infant Christ Child we pray. Amen.  
 

*OPENING HYMN # 148 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ADESTE FIDELES 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 1:26-38 Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

HYMN # 151 “The First Noel” THE FIRST NOEL 
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CHILDREN’S SCRIPTURE Luke 2:1-7  
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Pete Graham 
 

GIFTING OUR CHILDREN 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2:8-20 Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

*HYMN #150 “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” MENDELSOHHN 
 

*LITANY OF THE WISE MEN Matthew 2:1-12  
 

Reader: In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking,  
 

People: “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 

star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  
 

Reader: When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and 

calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Messiah was to be born. 
5
They told him,  

 

People:            “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 

Reader: Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 

search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 

may also go and pay him homage.”  
 

People: When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 

star that they had seen at its rising,
 
until it stopped over the place where the 

child was.  
 

Reader: When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 

paid him homage. 

People: Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 

left for their own country by another road. 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS        

Invitation:  On this most Sacred and Holy of nights, May we open our hearts to the Gift of 

generosity and see first-hand that it is truly in giving that we truly receive. Let us give us 

Christmas Offering in the name of the Infant Christ Child.  



 3 

 JoySpring Anthem         “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen/We Three Kings”  

   English Carol/John Henry Hopkins, Jr. 
 

(Deacons will distribute candles during the offertory.) 

 

 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

Holy Lord of Love and Peace, we bring our gifts before You and place them at the foot of 

Your creche. We pray that You will bless and multiply our offerings that they may be used 

by You to bring about Your Reign of Peace and Love upon this earth. We thank You for the 

Astounding Gift of Your Very Life among us and with us. We pray this in the name of the 

Infant Christ, In baby Jesus' name. Amen.  

 

*HYMN #143 “Joy to the World” ANTIOCH 

 

CHRISTMAS CLOSING PRAYER  Pete Graham 

 

SCRIPTURE READING John 1:1-5 Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

 

(TURN CANDLES ON DURING “SILENT NIGHT”) 

 

*SENDING HYMN #145 “Silent Night” STILLE NACHT 

 

*CARRYING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD 

(As you leave, please place your candles in the baskets provided.) 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

The Deacons for this evenings service are Steve  & Cathie Achorn and Elaine Moore. 

The greeters and candlelighters were the Hubbard Family. 


