
The Congregational Church of Westborough 

United Church of Christ 

 
 

 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

December 24, 2017 - 7:00 pm 

 

 

 
Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_t9z89Z3YAhURPN8KHScfAfwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.dailymirror.lk/article/It-s-Christmas-once-again-121198.html&psig=AOvVaw3giODlySJeCRgzJBS7fIYZ&ust=1514042492802635


1 

 

Christmas Eve   7:00 PM      December 24, 2017 

 
There is more to life than we previously imagined.  Angels hide in every nook and cranny, magi 

masquerade as everyday people, and shepherds wear the garments of day laborers.  The whole 

earth is brimming with glory for those with eyes to see and ears to hear.    -  Howard Thurman  

 

SERVICE OF PREPARATION 

 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 

 

WELCOME  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

 

BELL INTROIT “Westminster Chimes” arr. Sue Menzel 

  Christmas Eve Bell Quartet 

  Linda Borglund, Gini Erwin, Kathy Reynolds, Max Keeler 

 

SENTENCES 
 

One: Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

All: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace and goodwill to all people on earth! 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

One: When the time was right, God sent the son 

Women: sent him and suckled him. 

Men: Reared him and risked him, 

Women: filled him with laughter and tears and compassion, 

Men: filled him with anger, love and devotion. 

One: Unwelcomed child, refugee and runaway, 

All: Christ is God’s own son. 

One: Lover of the unlovable, toucher of the untouchable, forgiver of the unforgiveable. 

All: Christ is God’s own son.  

One: Loved by women, feared by many, befriended by the weak, despised by the strong, 

deserted by his listeners, betrayed by his friends, bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh, 

writing heaven’s pardon over earth’s mistakes, 

All: Christ is God’s own son.  

One: The Word became flesh: 

All: He came among us, He was one of us. 
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*GATHERING HYMN # 148 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, born the King of Angels; 
 

Refrain: 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 
 

Refrain 

Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger, 

We would embrace thee, with love and awe; 

Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly? 

Refrain 

 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION  Pastor Paul Sangree 

 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER (Debts) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM “Were You There on That Christmas Night?” Natalie Sleeth 

 

LIGHTING THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE  The Huber Family 
 

One: We relight four candles representing the four weeks of Advent as we awaited the blessed 

hope of our Savior, Jesus Christ.   

Two: These candles symbolize gifts of Jesus Christ to us: Hope; peace; joy; and love. 

Three: Tonight we light the Christ Candle: the candle of Hope made real in the Son of God 

come to earth at Christmas.  In Christ, the grace of God has appeared bringing the good 

news of salvation for all. 

All: Come to us, Holy Christ be born in our hearts, in our minds, and in our lives.  May 

the light of Your love be kindled in us, and lead us to the shining truth, of God with 

us, God for us, and God within us. May Your peace fill our lives, fill the spaces 

between us and fill the universe with Shalom. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM “O Holy Night” Sarah Bock 
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TIME OF PRAYER  Pastor Paul Sangree 

 

CAROL HYMN # 150 “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” MENDELSSOHN 
   

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim:   "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come, off spring of a Virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! The herald angels sing "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

CHRISTMAS SCRIPTURE Luke 2:1-15 (Pew Bible page 832) 

 

CHRISTMAS STORY Angels Hovering ‘Round Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

 

*HYMN #155 “Angels We Have Heard on High”  GLORIA 
Angels we have heard on high, 

sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply 

echoing their joyous strains: 

 

Refrain: 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

which inspire your heav'nly song? [Refrain] 

 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the new-born King. [Refrain 

] 

4 See within a manger laid 

Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth! 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 

sing with us our Savior's birth. [Refrain] 
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MISSION MOMENT  Pam Faustine 

 

A CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING 
 

 Invitation: (Our Christmas Eve free-will offering will be used to support the ministry of 

Habitat for Humanity which is currently building homes in Northboro.) 
 

 Please fill out the black book in your pew and pass it to the person next to you.  If you have 

been here before, just put your name down, but if you are new tonight, please let us know 

who you are. 

 

Offertory Bell Anthem “Carol of the Bells” Leontovich/Groth 

  Christmas Eve Bell Quartet 

  Linda Borglund, Gini Erwin, Kathy Reynolds, Max Keeler 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

We present these gifts to You, O God, and pray that they be used for Your reign of peace.  

For all of Your blessings of life and relationship, we give You thanks and praise this night, 

Amen. 

 

SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 

We come to a special portion of tonight’s service. As Christ comes bringing the light of God’s 

love, we light our individual candles to signify our individual and collective commitment to live 

as Christ’s faithful in the world.  The light will be brought to the end of each row, tip your unlit 

candle into the flame so that it may take hold. Do not tip your lit candle! Pass the light along 

your row until every candle is lit. As the candles are lit we will join in singing. 

 

CAROL HYMN # 145 “Silent Night, Holy Night” (vs. 1-3) STILLE NACHT 
 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child.  Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia!” 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light, 

Radiant beams of thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus Lord at thy birth. 

 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 
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CHRISTMAS SCRIPTURE: John 1:1-5  

The Word Became Flesh 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without 

him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life,[a] and the 

life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. 
 

As the lights are dimmed, let us hold up our candles…One candle is but a flicker, but together, we 

create a bright flame of Christ’s light in the world.  Consider the beauty of our lights shining 

together.  Christ is the light of the world and the hope of all our tomorrows!  May we be 

witnesses of the light Christ brings. 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

Leader: A Child is born to us! A Son is given!  He is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Prince of Peace!  Christ is born! Merry Christmas to all! 
 

ALL: CHRIST IS BORN! MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL! 
 

(Extinguish your candle and go in peace. Merry Christmas!) 

 
 

Greeters and candle lighters: The Huber family 

Megan Huber served as liturgist 

Deacons tonight are Cathie Achorn, Steve Achorn, and Art Sharkey 

Ushers tonight are Audrey Lord, Pam Faustine, Andrea Ettinger, Charlotte Allen-Smith, 

Art Smith, Diane & Steve Lindberg 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-5&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26039a
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*CAROL HYMN # 143  ANTIOCH 

 

  “Joy to the World” (vs. 1,3)  
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come.  Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
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Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon & Fri 9-1, Tues,Wed,Thurs. 9-2,Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
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