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OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 
Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s & Youth Ministries 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 

believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 

our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 

church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 

ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 

belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 

proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  

We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 

this congregation. 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the service if 

needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Faith Formation after the Time with Children & Youth  

except on Communion Sundays, they will go after the Lord’s Prayer.  Outside 

the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room downstairs 

directly under the sanctuary 

 
Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.  We 

pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Dec. 23, 2018                                                                                       10:00 AM  
 

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 

not perish but may have eternal life.  Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” John 3:16-17 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Pete Graham 
 

WELCOME!   
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH  Sarah, Grace, Kevin and Megan Cavanaugh  
 

Reader: This morning we light again the Hope candle, for we are a people of hope. 
 

People: Our hearts full of anticipation for the coming of God among us. 

 (The Hope candle is lit.) 
 

Reader: We relight the Peace candle, for we are a people of peace.   
 

People: Knowing that God has told us to turn our weapons of war into instruments that 

benefit all humanity. 

 (The Peace candle is lit.) 
 

Reader: We relight the Joy candle, for we are a people of joy.      

People: A joy that makes our spirits dance and sing in the face of fear, loneliness, or hate. 

 (The Joy candle is lit.)   
 

Reader: Today we light the candle of love for we are a people of love.   

 (The Love candle is lit.) 
 

Reader: With this flame we signify the love of God that surrounds us and fills us at all times. 
 

People: There is no greater power than that love.  It is stronger than grief or despair, 

stronger even than death.  We love, because God loves us. 
 

All: Loving God, prepare our hearts to be transformed by You, that we may walk in 

the light of Christ.  Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN #147 “Away in a Manger” AWAY IN A MANGER 

 

*OPENING UNISON PRAYER 

Loving God, We thank You this morning for giving and receiving, for worship and song, for 

renewal and rededication.  May the worship we share today lead us to acts of service, which 
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transforms people’s lives and bring hope.  May the candles we light remind us that You 

intend no one to live in darkness and that through You we all may have peace.  May the 

songs we sing help others to discover joy, even in their sadness.  May the faces we greet 

remind us that we see You in everyone we encounter and are charged to bring Your love to 

all.  Thank you for this season of advent.  The wait is almost over though our work is just 

beginning.  Today may not yet be Christmas, but today we leave for Bethlehem.  We pray 

all of this in the name of the One who pours out infinite love and light, and who taught us to 

pray, saying… 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

(Everyone may be seated.) 
 

CHILDREN’S SCRIPTURE Luke 2: 8-11  (Pew Bible page 833) 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

(Kids and Youth will now go to Faith Formation while adults greet one another!) 
 

BELL ANTHEM “He Is Born, Hallelujah!” by G.F. Handel 

 Festival Ringers, dir. by Sue Menzel arr. Valerie Stephenson 
 

(Incorporating “He Is Born”, “Angels We Have Heard on High”, and “Hallelujah Chorus”) 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

SERMON SCRIPTURE Matthew 22:34-40 (Pew Bible page 804) 
 

SERMON “Love in a Time of Trouble” Pete Graham 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

Invitation:  God, the source of all good things, has given us what we need.  In joyful response, 

let us offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors, and the dedication of our hearts for loving 

service in the name of Christ. 
 

 (In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, 

please leave the sheet on the top of the book at the end of the pew. Thanks!) 
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 Chancel Choir Anthem “Ave Verum Corpus” by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
 

 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

God of grace, all we are and all we have comes to us through in ever-flowing stream of Your 

blessings.  It is our delight and our devotion to return these gifts to You.  Accept this joyful 

offering as a token of our abiding love.  Use it to bring hope, peace, and comfort to all the 

world.  Amen. 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL SONG #119    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” VENI EMMANUEL 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*POSTLUDE “Carol of Bells” Trad. Ukranian Carol 

  Festival Ringers, dir. by Sue Menzel arr. Arnold Sherman 

 

String Ensemble – Sarah Garrett-Regnier, Malika Das, Allie Regnier, Maryana Das, violin; 

Juyla Peairs, viola; Audrey Lord, cello 
 

Sarah Cavanaugh served as liturgist. 

Steve Achorn and Theresa Dimeo are Deacons of the day. 
 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR DEC 23, 2018  
 

New Prayers: Carolyn Bent is having surgery on Jan 7 to remove a benign growth; Serena Leiser is having 

back surgery on Jan 7. 

Continued Prayers: Joshua Nichols (grandson of Richard Nichols) who was in a motor vehicle accident; 

Anna Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen Gavel and the Oevermanns; Bob Menzel (Jen Keeler’s dad); 

Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); Linda & Dick Birch; Ron and Nancy Clark’s daughter, Melissa 

Dickinson.  
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT TODAY AT 5PM 

This year’s pageant theme is, “THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS” (and it takes 75 of us to sing the 

song…from 3yrs old to “Retired”?!)  It is truly a congregational effort & celebration!  After the pageant 

stay for our All-Church CHRISTMAS PARTY.  We will be enjoying food, fellowship AND…we have a 

very special guest! (hopefully you’re on the nice list!)   

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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COOKIE WALK – TODAY! 

The annual cookie walk fundraiser for the music program will take place immediately following the 5PM 

Christmas pageant.  If you need last minute cookies for your guests, the cookie walk is a great time to stock 

up. The cookies cost $7 per pound.  Anyone willing to bake a couple dozen cookies 

and donate them to the sale should leave them off before Sunday and put them in 

the kitchen.  Mark if they have nuts. Bring your cookies in a plastic container and 

please put your name on it.  Thank you to all the bakers and the consumers.  The 

Music Committee 
 

CALLING ALL KNITTERS! 

As winter sets in it's time to pull out those knitting needles and crochet hooks.  We need to replenish our 

supply of prayer shawls and cold, snowy days are the perfect time to knit.  These beautiful shawls are like a 

giant hug for someone who is hurting.  If you need a pattern, please let me know.  We will plan to bless the 

shawls in early spring.  Completed shawls can be left at the church office where Lisa will put them in the 

box for blessing.  Thank you for giving your time and talent to this special ministry.  Pam Faustine  978-

464-2026 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 

The beautiful wreaths in the sanctuary, hanging on the balconies, were given in loving memory and 

celebration through donations to Memorial Gifts.  If you would like to donate to the Memorial Gifts in 

memory or celebration of a loved one, please speak to Sue Menzel, Kathy Reynolds or Betty Gray. 

 

FAREWELL TO REV. ELAINE 

As you know, we must say goodbye to our beloved Rev. Elaine on 1/13/19.  We will be having a party to 

celebrate her ministry with us on Saturday, 1/12/19 at the DoubleTree in Westborough from 7-10pm.  We 

will have music, appetizers and a cash bar.  There will also be discounted rooms available ($99.00 for the 

evening of 01/12/19) for those who wish to stay over.  We will be selling tickets for $20 for adults and $10 

for children, $50 max/family.  We will also be collecting for a purse for her.  Please see one of Rev. 

Elaine’s PRC after church on 12/16, 12/23, 12/30 and 1/6/19. You can pay by check, cash or Venmo 

(@rachel-graham-32).  If the cost creates a hardship for you we still want you to attend, please see one of 

us and we will put you on the list. We will also be creating a Shutterfly photo book for her that we will 

have available for people to sign/write in before the party and at the party. Please drop off photos (ones 

with Rev. Elaine or just family/individual photos) at the ticket table or send digitals to Megan 

at meganhuber@aol.com (please include names on ALL photos, hardcopies can be returned).  All photos 

are due by Christmas so we have time to print the book.  Please see one of us if you have any questions or 

concerns.  Dana Crawford, Rachel Graham, Megan Huber, Judy Powell and Roland Regnier 

 

GROCERY CARDS 

2018 Goal: $ 8,000                2018 YTD Sales: $6,683.75 

Don’t stop eating now! It will take a huge effort by all of us in order to meet our commitment of $8,000.00 

to the operation budget. Less than that and our budget will face a line item deficit. Bring your checkbook to 

Church and always have a grocery gift card in your pocket for even the quick stops. Together, all things are 

possible, even this challenge!    Thanks-for-giving!    If you can’t make it to church contact Karen 

Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 

or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. They’d be happy to 

deliver them. 
 

x-apple-data-detectors://3/
x-apple-data-detectors://5/
x-apple-data-detectors://12/
x-apple-data-detectors://8/
x-apple-data-detectors://9/
x-apple-data-detectors://10/
x-apple-data-detectors://11/
mailto:meganhuber@aol.com
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DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  The next dinner will be Thursday, Jan. 3
rd

. Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 
 

DEC 23RD – DEC 30TH   
 

Dec 23 Sunday - Advent IV 
10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 
5:00 PM Christmas Pageant, Cookie Walk & dinner 
 

Dec 24 Monday –office closed 
5:00 PM Christmas Eve Family Service 
7:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 

Dec 25 Merry Christmas 
 

Dec 26 Wednesday (no scheduled events) 
 

Dec 27 Thursday  
9:00 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
2:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm. 
 

Dec 28 Friday (no scheduled events) 
 

Dec 29 Saturday (no scheduled events) 
 

Dec 30 Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship  
 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNia_0k7_YAhXkSN8KHW0qDrgQjRwIBw&url=http://advancedaquariumconcepts.com/axolotl-care-guide/&psig=AOvVaw1ZKNNabRe-vrEPXw8u4YOE&ust=1515184407351827
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYj_iM2obfAhUFheAKHXVjDE8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.epicsignsonline.com/Handicap-Accessible-Symbol-Sticker-S365-BLDG1.htm&psig=AOvVaw39SDTL9eTGeE7MmQpCTR7I&ust=1544031069637157
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS ARE GIVEN IN LOVING MEMORY OF, OR IN HONOR OF 

Cathie & Steve Achorn and family in memory of Cathie’s dad, Edwin Mumby  

Cathie & Steve Achorn and family in honor of Cathie’s mom, Dee Mumby 

Cathie & Steve Achorn and family in memory of Steve’s parents,Phil & Ellen Achorn 

The Arnold families in memory of Kenneth A. Arnold, Jr and Doris & Charles Wojnar 

The Arpante family in loving memory of:  Kay & Al Bowman, Joe & Gladys Haburay & Helena Engberg 

Charlotte Bramley in memory of Christopher W. Bramley 

Charlotte Bramley in memory of Jack & Ginny Bramley  

Charlotte Bramley in memory of Jim & Polly Price  

Charlotte Bramley in memory of James Price 

Bob Brown and family in memory of Barbara Brown 

In memory of Chet Caldwell from his family 

Dorothy Collins in memory of my daughter, Linda Lewis 

Harry & Nancy Cook in memory of Ann & Phil Purrington, Frances & Charlie Cook, and Susan Cook  

Stephen & Gretchen Finch Doret and family in loving memory of:  

Norma Finch deBettencourt; Bernard and Dorothy Finch; Stanley A. Doret, MD & John & Jacob Nunley 

Charles & Nancy Gage in memory of Loved Ones 

Karen Gavel and the Oevermans in memory of our loved ones. 

Betty Gray & Ted Jaworski in loving memory & celebration of our family & friends 

William & Alice Hamilton in memory of Stella LePage 

William & Alice Hamilton in memory of Roger LePage 

Kathy & Gabriel Leblanc in memory Mary Gilson 

Kathy & Gabriel Leblanc in memory Jane Goode 

The Leblanc and the Benton families in memory of Loleada and William Scheffley 

The Leblanc and the Benton families in memory of Agnes and Alberic Leblanc 

The Louloudes family in memory of Carl Berquist 

In memory of Averil P. Clark & Louise H. Clark, with love, the McClung family 

In memory of George & Donna Lehmann, with love, the McClung family 

Elaine Moore in memory of Wilfred & Florence Cook 

Tom & Donna Morgan in memory of David Luppi 

Tom & Donna Morgan in memory of Paul Donovan 

Eleanor Myers in memory of loved ones 

Richard Passler in memory of those who passed too soon. 

Margy & Herv Peairs in memory of Karen Funk 

Nick & Susan Perron in honor of our Grandchildren 

Bob and Sally Petersen in memory of our beloved John 

The Reynolds Family in memory of loved ones 

Adam, Tyler and Ben Ridley in loving memory of John Petersen 

Adam, Tyler and Ben Ridley in loving memory of Hazel & Edgar Ridley 

Adam, Tyler and Ben Ridley in loving memory of Helen & Robert Gay 

Linda & Art Sharkey in honor of all our church friends 

Steve & Diana Swets in memory of Philip and Elizabeth Murray 

Steve & Diana Swets in memory of John Swets 

Polly and Jay Thayer in honor of loved ones 

Heather Tryon, Joe, Lucy, Jeffrey Stillitano in memory of Gary T. Tryon 

George & Theresa Tyan in memory of our wonderful parents 

Brenda Malone & the Uhlman family in memory of Parker Uhlman and Matthew Malone 

Nancy Uhlman in memory of Edwin E., Marjorie, and Edwin A. Heckman 

Nancy Walker in memory of Thomas Walker  

Kathy & Ed Wong in loving memory of family and friends 


