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OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

 
WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

 



LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 
DECEMBER 21, 2020   7:00 pm 

The Congregational Church of Westborough 
 

No Matter who you are, or where you are on faith’s journey, you are welcome here. 
May this service in this Holy time, offer you comfort in your loss and pain. May God hold you close, wherever you are in 
your journey, and bring peace to your hearts. 
 

This is the eve of the winter solstice, the longest night of the year. Now darkness seems to triumph; We know that kind 
of darkness in our lives; and yet, we have hope because the darkness gives way and changes into light. As we gather on 
the solstice we join across time and space with all of the festivals of light emerging from the dark. May all the Yule fires, 
all the Hanukkah candles, all the Christmas lights the world over—and the lights we are about to kindle here tonight—
not only brighten the darkness of winter but also brighten the darkness of our weary and grieving hearts. 
 

WELCOME  Rev. Sue Remick 
CAROL HYMN  #153 “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear”  
 The CCW Virtual Music Group 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and LOVE) Pete Graham 
 

MEDITATION “A Sign of Hope” Rev. Sue Remick 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 God of Mercy, hear our prayer in this season, as we pray for ourselves and our families who live with the 

painful memories of loss.  Hear our prayer for all those who face the difficulty of illness, loneliness, or 
despair. Forgive us when we allow the sounds of the season to drown out the voices of sadness and hurt 
around us. Forgive us when we allow the pain within us to cause us to lose sight of the promise of Your 
great love for us. We ask for strength for today, courage for tomorrow, and peace for the past. Amen 

 

A LITURGY OF REMEMBERING 
Pete : This first candle we light is to remember those whom we have loved and lost.  We pause to 

remember their name, their face, their voice, the memory that binds them to us in this season. 
  (Pause in silence till the candle is lit.) 
 

Sue: May God's eternal love surround them. 
Pete: This second candle we light is to remember the wounds of life.   We pause to remember bitter 

words that were spoken, abuse that hurt body and soul, promises that were not kept, trust that 
was betrayed, loneliness of love and friendship that are lost.  We pause to gather up the pain of the 
past and offer it to God, asking that from God's hands we receive the gift of peace. 

  (Pause in silence till the candle is lit.) 
 

Sue: Heal the brokenness in our lives and in our world. 
Pete: The third candle we light is to remember the stress of the holiday season.  We pause to remember 

the changes in jobs and the anxiety of finances, the loss of health for ourselves or those we love, 
the isolation of being in lock down and quarantine, the loss of the meaning of God’s love in the  

 midst of all the mixed messages of this season.  We pause to rest beside the weary road and hear 
again the angel’s song 

  (Pause in silence till the candle is lit.) 
 

Sue: Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and lead us into your future. 
Pete: This fourth candle we light is to remember ourselves during this Holiday.  We pause and remember 

these past weeks and months; the disbelief, the anger, the down times, the poignancy of 
reminiscing, the virtual hugs and handshakes of family and friends which are not enough but are 
what we have, and all those who stood with us.  We give thanks for all the support we have known. 

  (Pause in silence till the candle is lit.) 
 

Sue: Let us remember that dawn defeats darkness. 
Pete: This last candle is lit to remember our faith and the gift of hope.  We remember that God Who 

shares our life, promises us a place and a time of no more pain and suffering.   



  (Pause in silence till the candle is lit.) 
 

Sue: Let us remember the Holy One who shows the way, who brings the truth, and who bears the 
light. 

 

A TIME FOR REFLECTION   Rev. Sue Remick 
 (Unmute your mics only if you wish to share names or short sentences for prayer. Please raise your hand to 
speak and mute your mic when you are done. You can also write your prayers in our chat portion. Please use 
first names only.)  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (A moment of silence)  Rev. Sue Remick 
Sue: In the spirit of this season let us now confidently ask God for all the things we need for ourselves as 

we participate in whatever way we can this Christmas, God hear our prayer, 
Pete: and in your mercy, answer. 
Sue: For our families and friends, that we may together find ways to support one another, God hear our 

prayer, 
Pete: and in your mercy, answer. 
Sue: For those we have loved who have died, for all the losses that we know, that all may find new life in 

your everlasting promise, God hear our prayer, 
Pete:  and in your mercy, answer. 
Sue: For all our family and friends that they may know love, peace and happiness in You, God hear our 

prayer, 
Pete: and in your mercy, answer. 
Sue: For the peace proclaimed by the Christmas angels, to come throughout the whole world and into 

our hearts, God hear our prayer, 
Pete: and in your mercy, answer. 
Sue: God of great compassion and love, listen to the prayers of your people.  Grant to all, especially the 

bereaved and troubled ones this season, the blessing we ask.   AMEN and AMEN. 
 

A TIME FOR REFLECTION 
 (Members turn out their living room lights and take up their unlit candles. Light your candles) 
 

ANTHEM “In the Bleak Midwinter” Gustav Holst 
 Heather Tryon and Joseph Stillitano 
 

Reading  The response to each line is “The light is reborn”. (Taken from Unitarian Universalist Church of Puerto Rico)  
Pete: In the greatest darkness and out of the winter’s cold, The light is reborn  
Sue: From our deepest fears, when we most despair,  The light is reborn  
Pete: When all seems lost and the earth lies waste,  The light is reborn  
Sue: When animals hide, and the leaves are gone,  The light is reborn  
Pete: When the river is frozen and the ground is hard The light is reborn 
Sue: Shadows are fleeing. Light is returning.  The light is reborn  
Pete: Warmth will come again. Summer will be here once more.  The light is reborn  
Sue: Plants will grow again. Animals will be seen once more. The light is reborn  
Pete: Green will come again. Life will come again. The light is reborn  

 

A TIME FOR REFLECTION  
 (You may turn on your mics to share a word or two that you are taking away from tonight) 
A CELTIC BLESSING 
 Deep peace of the running wave to you,               Deep peace of the flowing air to you, 
 Deep peace of the quiet earth to you,                    Deep peace of the shining stars to you, 
 Deep peace of the God of peace to you.                Amen 
 

CLOSING SONG “Go Ye Now in Peace” performed by Joseph Stillitano 


