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OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

 
WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, believe that all people are 
created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In our journey of faith, we strive for justice and 
equality for all. We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 
church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, 
or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian 
community, actively expressing our belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in 
Christ, ready to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  We 
offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in this congregation. 

 
Our morning begins at 9:45 AM with our scrolling announcements for you. 
At 9:58 AM, we will center ourselves with a Prelude as we prepare to begin worship. 
At 10:00 AM, we will begin with our church bells and a welcome to our Facebook/Cable community. 

 
The Zoom audience will be invited on after we have the benediction and song for virtual greetings. 

 
(Please sign up for our weekly ENEWS bulletin and announcements 

by contacting us at westboroucc@verizon.net) 
You can also watch the service on Westborough TV on Mondays at 6:00 PM. Tell your friends! 

  

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

  
We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 

“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that 

YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com    
Peter Graham, Student Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  

Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com  
Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 
Bonne Rossi, Administrator – brossi6@verizon.net   

Office hours: WE ARE CURRENTLY CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  
We will check our messages as often as we can. 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST - ONLINE SERVICE 

 

          December 20, 2020                                                                                                          4th Sunday in Advent 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  9:45AM 
(SCROLLED ONLINE FOR YOU ALONG WITH OUR HONOREES FOR POINSETTIAS) 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

INVITATION TO WORSHIP Pete Graham 9:58 AM 
CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIPPING COMMUNITIES Rev. Sue Remick 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Pam Faustine 
 Leader:   Come, open your hearts, and light the candles, 

Pete:       Sing the carols and rest in the prayers. 
Leader:   Come, open your lives to the Light of the World, 
Joseph:   To the songs of blessing, and the prayers of healing. 
Leader:   Watch, listen, feel for God is coming. 
Sue:         God is here. Let us be glad! 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES  Kathy Todd and Judy Ellis 
 

OPENING HYMN #148 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  

  The CCW Virtual Music Group 
CALL TO GOD  Pam Faustine  
 Almighty God, the time of waiting is almost over. Like new parents eagerly awaiting the birth of a child, we  
  impatiently wait with you for the birth of your Son. We stand in awe, knowing what the birth of this particular  
  baby means for our lives yet unable to fully comprehend the depth of your love for us. We come before you in  
  worship this morning, hoping that our thoughts, prayers and songs of praise are pleasing to you. We pray in  
  Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    performed by Joseph Stillitano 
 Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

 

SETTING OUT THE CRECHE The Shepherds and Angels Gather Elizabeth Kafig 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2:6-20 Joseph Stillitano 
 The New Revised Standard Version 

(see below for reading) 
 

REFLECTION “Poor As I Am” Rev. Remick 

 

BELL ANTHEM “Carol of the Bells” by M. Leontovich arr. by R. Froth 

Bell Quartet: Jen Keeler, Kathy Leblanc, Sue Menzel, Judy Powell 
 Recorded December 15, 2020 
 

 



RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 

SILENT PRAYER  Pete Graham 
PASTORAL PRAYER  Pete Graham 
OFFERING & DEDICATION  Pete Graham 
BENEDICTION   Rev. Remick 
CLOSING HYMN #150 "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing"  
 Performed by The CCW Virtual Music Group 
 

The service is ended – Please wait while we invite you back into our gallery for our virtual coffee hour 
 
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
 

Luke 2:6-20   The New Revised Standard Version               
6-7 While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. She gave birth to a son, her firstborn. She 
wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in a manger, because there was no room in the hostel. 8-12 There were 
sheepherders camping in the neighborhood. They had set night watches over their sheep. Suddenly, God’s 
angel stood among them and God’s glory blazed around them. They were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t be 
afraid. I’m here to announce a great and joyful event that is meant for everybody, worldwide: A Savior has just 
been born in David’s town, a Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is what you’re to look for: a baby 
wrapped in a blanket and lying in a manger.” 13-14 At once the angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing 
God’s praises: Glory to God in the heavenly heights, Peace to all men and women on earth who please him.  
15-18 As the angel choir withdrew into heaven, the sheepherders talked it over. “Let’s get over to Bethlehem as 
fast as we can and see for ourselves what God has revealed to us.” They left, running, and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. Seeing was believing. They told everyone they met what the angels 
had said about this child. All who heard the sheepherders were impressed. 19-20 Mary kept all these things to 
herself, holding them dear, deep within herself. The sheepherders returned and let loose, glorifying and 
praising God for everything they had heard and seen. It turned out exactly the way they’d been told! 
 

PRAYERS 
 

New Prayers: Patty & David Wyner and their sons Christopher and Michael; Nancy Reimann; Berit Steen; Alexis Lovely. 
Continued Prayers: Jennifer Keeler’s father Bob Menzel; Karen Gavel’s son Pete Gavel and her sister-in-law Sylvia Doran; 
Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If 
you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  
Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  DECEMBER 20, 2020 
 

OPEN SANCTUARY 

Last one: Monday 21st 4:00 – 5:30 PM, Come by and sit for a brief period of time (Maximum of 15 minutes). 
Families are welcome to come sit together. All others will be asked to separate and wear masks the whole 
time. We will have markings on the pews and hand sanitizer available. There will be music playing but no 
program. In the evening we will add candlelight. 

 
GROCERY CARD PROJECT 

Grocery Cards: Stock Up! This is a great time of year to stock up on your Grocery Gift Cards to Stop & Shop. Roche Bros., 
and Price Chopper. As you purchase your cards, please think about the Westborough Food Pantry and the many other 
charitable organizations seeking to address food insecurity right in our neighborhoods. You will also be helping us meet 
our commitment to the Church Operating Budget 2020. We're close. Stay well and eat healthy.  Please contact Karen 
Hutchinson at millarhutch@aol.com to arrange your purchase.    The Grocery Card Team 
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE OF REMEMBERING AND PRAYER -- ON THE LONGEST NIGHT 
This has been a very hard year for so many. Traditionally, on or near December 21, church members gather for the 
longest night when the world is darkest and remember how Christmas is not always a season of joy.   
 

On Monday, December 21st 7:00 -8:00 (BY ZOOM LINK) there will be a service for all who need some company “in the 
dark”. If you would like to join us by zoom for a simple time of prayer, poetry, and music, as well as a time to light 
candles for our loved ones, join us on the longest night. You can remain unseen if you wish. Just watch for the link in our 
ENEWS to join us. Please sign on before 7pm so that we can start on time. Have a candle ready for lighting.  If you wish 
to have a candle with the Bethlehem’s flame let us know or stop by the church office and we will give you a candle 
infused with the flame of the Bethlehem grotto. Our gift to you even if you do not come to the service. 
 

HOW TO JOIN US IN LIVE WORSHIP 
If you don’t have a computer, you can join our live worship on Sunday mornings at 10AM by dialing the number which is 

in the eNews sent out every Friday (301-715- 8592) and enter the ID and password which can be found in your 
weekly eNews.  And for those who want to watch on their phone – remember to sign in to FACEBOOK live on Sunday 
mornings. Spread the word!!  www.Facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchOfWestborough 
 

 

WATCH CHURCH SERVICE ON CABLE TV 
For those of you who want to watch our Sunday online worship services on your TV, they are being broadcast by 
Westborough TV on cable channels:                     Monday Evenings at 6pm 

Verizon – Channel 24 
Charter/ Spectrum – Channel 191 

If you want to watch it later you can go to the Westborough TV Website www.westboroughtv.org 
 

Poinsettias are given “In Memory of” and “In Honor of” 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Charlotte Bramley in memory of 
 

Christopher and Sarah Bramley 
The Bramley Family (Jack, Ginny & Jeff) 

The Price Family 
 

Charles & Nancy Gage in memory of 
 

H. Damon & Hazel Berry 
Walter & Evelyn Gage 

Daughter Lynda 
 

Elaine Moore in memory and honor of 
 

Loved Ones 
 

Bob and Sally Petersen in memory of 
 

Their Beloved John 
 

Berit Steen in memory of 
 

Milton Steen 
 

Tom Erwin in memory of 
 

Gini Erwin, his beloved wife 
Friends and Loved Ones 
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