
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 

 
Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjX_JbVjvreAhVmm-AKHTJVA7gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.icyuma.com/bulletin/first-sunday-of-advent-primer-domingo-de-adviento&psig=AOvVaw3VEuISc_3J4YUKSrLtQa6v&ust=1543598419052924
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 

believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 

our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 

church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 

ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 

belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 

proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  

We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 

this congregation. 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the service if 

needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Faith Formation after the Time with Children & Youth  

except on Communion Sundays, they will go after the Lord’s Prayer.  Outside 

the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room downstairs 

directly under the sanctuary 

 
Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.  We 

pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Dec. 2, 2018                                                                                       10:00 AM  
 

 

First Sunday in Advent/Communion 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME  Wendy Reardon 
 

*LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH  Marketa Rosecka, Mallika & Marie-Anna Das 
 

Reader: “I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in God’s word I hope; my soul waits for the 

Lord more than those who watch for the morning!” (Psalm 130:5-6) 
 

Reader: On this first Sunday in Advent, a time for Christians around the world to prepare for 

the Light of God to be born anew, we light candles each Sunday to remind us that 

Christ is coming, that Christ is Always coming, always entering a troubled world, or a 

wounded heart. 
 

All: We gather as people of Hope!  
 

Reader: As we light the first Advent candle, let it shine forth as deep conviction.  We believe, we 

have seen, we have received the promise and the Great Gift, and therefore, in the midst 

of darkness, imperfections and even suffering, we hope!   
 

All: We gather as people of Hope!   
 

Reader: We gather expectantly, joyfully, and with deep commitment, for we have heard that a 

special child is to come, that God is to be among us, and that soon we will see a new 

creation on earth. 

 (The Hope Candle is lit) 
 

All: We gather as people of Hope!  

 

*CONGREGATIONAL SONG    “Come, Now is the Time to Worship” by Brian Doerksen 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP       

One: Let us take time, in the busyness of this season, for quiet reflection- for hope to grow 

and the light of God’s love to shine.  
 

ALL: We will let ourselves be surprised by wonder, and set aside time to offer quiet 

thanks. 
 

One: The Good News of Advent is this:  Christ is Coming!  Christ Is Always Coming!   
 

ALL: We will make room in our hearts to welcome The Christ. We shall go forth from 

this service with hope!   
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*UNISON GATHERING PRAYER  

Enflamed by Your expectant love, we gather O God, willing to be stilled, yet willing to be 

deeply moved.  We come so our lives might continue to be enlarged by You in greater 

fullness, kindness and joy for the living.  You bring healing and justice in Your 

wings……..may we spread Your good news even as we pray the prayer that Jesus taught us 

to pray, saying: 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

(Everyone may be seated.) 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM “Walk in the Light” Spiritual, arr. by André J. Thomas 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

Invitation:  Perhaps our greatest gift this season is the gift of caring, caring for God’s 

Creation, caring for our own wounded places, caring for those around us, caring for those 

we have never seen, Caring enough to share our resources in hopes of spreading God’s 

message of Love.  
 

 (In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, 

please leave the sheet on the top of the book at the end of the pew.  Thanks!) 

 

 Offertory Anthem “If We’re Honest” by Molly Reed, 

   Francesca Battistelli, and Jeff Pardo 
 

 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 

Creating Mother/Father God, You are the source and the giver of all good gifts.  Your love 

is the greatest gift of all.  Please accept our offerings as our cheerful response to Your 

overflowing goodness in our lives.  We offer them to you in Jesus’ Name.  Amen.   
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SERMON SCRIPTURE Romans 8: 18-25 (Pew Bible page 919) 

 

SERMON LABOR PAINS Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

 

 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

*HYMN #149 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” REGENT SQUARE 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
 

INVOCATION  
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP  
 

PRAYER OF THANSGIVING  

O Merciful and Laboring God, we give thanks for this open table, and for this meal filled 

with Your hope & Joy!  We pray that Your love would transform us in the days and weeks 

ahead, as we await the birth of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.   Amen.  

 

*CLOSING HYMN #129 “Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates” TRURO 
 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*SUNG BENEDICTION “Go Ye Now in Peace” Joyce Elaine Eilers 

Go ye now in peace, and know that the love of God will guide you. Feel his presence here 

beside you showing you the way. In your time of trouble, when hurt and despair are there to 

grieve you, know that the Lord will never leave you. He will bring you courage. Know that 

the God who sent his Son to die that you might live will never leave you lost and alone in His 

beloved world. Go ye now in peace. Go ye now in peace. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

*POSTLUDE “Walk in the Light” Spiritual, arr. by André J. Thomas 
 

 

Marketa Rosecka and Mallika and Marie-Anna Das greeted you and served as liturgist. 

Steve Achorn and Grace Cavanaugh are Deacons of the day. 

Communion servers are Charlotte Bramley, Lynne Caldwell, Theresa DiMeo, Elaine Gallo, 

Rhonda Naddamba and Elena Moskal 
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PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR DEC 2, 2018  
 

Continued Prayers: Bob Menzel (Jen Keeler’s dad; Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); Linda & Dick 

Birch; Ron and Nancy Clark’s daughter, Melissa Dickinson.  
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

CALL TO A SPECIAL MEETING, DECEMBER 9, 2018 

A Special Meeting of The Congregational Church of Westborough will be held on Sunday, December 9, 

2018 following worship at 11:30 AM in the vestry. The purpose of the meeting is as follows: 
 

1.  To discuss and vote on a budget for 2019. 

2.  To vote on the disposition of two bequests, namely, from the estate of Alice Hoogasian and that of Don 

McGlory, per the direction of their wills. 

3.  To transact such other business as may regularly come before the meeting. 
 

David R. Smith, Church Clerk 

 

GROCERY CARDS 

2018 Goal: $ 8,000                2018 YTD Sales: $6,073.25 

Don’t stop eating now! It will take a huge effort by all of us in order to meet our commitment of $8,000.00 

to the operation budget. Less than that and our budget will face a line item deficit. Bring your checkbook to 

Church and always have a grocery gift card in your pocket for even the quick stops. Together, all things are 

possible, even this challenge!    Thanks-for-giving!    If you can’t make it to church contact Karen 

Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 

or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. They’d be happy to 

deliver them. 
 

WESTBOROUGH INTERFAITH GIVING TREE 

How is your shopping going? WE NEED YOUR HELP! Tags for our 2018 Westborough Interfaith 

Giving Tree and Framingham Department of Children and Families Santa’s Elves programs are still 

available TODAY 12/2. We had a GREAT start the last two Sundays – about 240 tags signed out, leaving 

about 60 tags left on the trees. Many of the tags left are gift cards or items that you could easily substitute a 

gift card for. There are also some for winter clothing items, boots/shoes, a red wagon, a bike and some 

other fun active gifts. 
 

Need a gift for the person who has everything? Donate a gift in their honor to a child in need this holiday 

season. Gift donations make great teacher gifts, too. 
 

Don’t like to shop? Make a donation and we will do the shopping for you. Important details: 

 ALL tags must be SIGNED OUT. Please see a member of our Missions Team to sign out the tags 

at the tables after choosing a tag(s) off the trees. 

 All WRAPPED gifts are due back to the church vestry by noon on Sunday December 9th. 
 

If you have any questions please contact Kathy Reynolds (774-262-4326). Thank you in advance for your 

generous support of these great programs! 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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FLOWER COMMITTEE 

It’s that time of year to purchase poinsettias in honor of or in memory of a special person.  This year we 

will have the display up on Sunday, Dec. 23
rd

 so we would ask that you purchase them by Dec. 17
th

.  The 

flowers will then be delivered to the octogenarians and shut-ins after the service.  The price this year is 

$10.00 per plant.  See the order form below. 
 

DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  The next dinner will be Thursday, Dec. 6
th

. Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 
 

 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Directory of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

(We are handicap accessible) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POINSETTIAS 
 

The Flower Committee is taking orders for poinsettias for display in the Sanctuary on Sunday, 
December 23rd.  Plants will be delivered to octogenarians and shut-ins.  Send your order and 
check (made out to "The Congregational Church of Westborough" noting Flower Committee on memo 
section) to the church office  

 

BY MONDAY, DEC. 17TH 
 

#________ of plants at $10 each.      $___________ total 
 

Plants are given (please note which) in memory of or in honor of: (Please print clearly) 
 

FOR: 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 

 

FROM: 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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DEC 2ND – DEC 9TH  
 

Dec 2 Communion Sunday – Advent I 
10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 
11:30 AM Kid’s Chimes & Bells 
2:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 

Dec 3 Monday –office closed 
6:30 PM Women’s Fellowship Yankee Swap 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Dec 4 Tuesday (no scheduled events) 
 

10:00 AM Whitney Place Service 
10:30 AM Beaumont Service 
11:15 AM Willow’s Communion 
 

Dec 5 Wednesday  
9:30 AM Called to Care/Kerygma Rm 
10:30 AM Staff Meeting 
7:30 PM “The Well”/Chapel 
 

Dec 6 Thursday  
9:00 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
2:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm. 
3:30 PM Worship Planning 
4:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 Dismas House Dinner 
 

Dec 7 Friday (no scheduled events) 
 

Dec 8 Saturday  
8AM-3PM Westboro Women’s Club 
3:30 PM Vestry in use 
 

Dec 9 Sunday – Advent II 
10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 
11:30 AM Special Congregational Meeting 
5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiE_ovLu-PeAhUOUt8KHY1FCAgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.sorceryworld.com/index.php?showtopic%3D28481&psig=AOvVaw0w2ziBWBVgwf4txQJ5vm5W&ust=1542820271241779
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNia_0k7_YAhXkSN8KHW0qDrgQjRwIBw&url=http://advancedaquariumconcepts.com/axolotl-care-guide/&psig=AOvVaw1ZKNNabRe-vrEPXw8u4YOE&ust=1515184407351827

