
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 
Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s & Youth Ministries 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate 

JOY 

Third  
Sunday 
    of 

Advent 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjZ8sipop3fAhUGneAKHalrD2IQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.praisecharts.com/blog/joy-the-miracle-on-316th-street-third-sunday-of-advent/&psig=AOvVaw0Iyya7_toNsG8LmFaQqeur&ust=1544806346098882
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 

believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 

our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 

church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 

ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 

belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 

proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  

We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 

this congregation. 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the service if 

needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Faith Formation after the Time with Children & Youth  

except on Communion Sundays, they will go after the Lord’s Prayer.  Outside 

the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room downstairs 

directly under the sanctuary 

 
Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.  We 

pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Dec. 16, 2018                                                                                       10:00 AM  
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE – Noteables “Coventry Carol” Traditional English carol 

 “A Christmas Song” words & music by Martha J. Sawyer 
 

 

WELCOME  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

 

*BELL INTROIT “Wishes” arr. by Sue Menzel 

  Kid’s Chimes & Bells 

 

*LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH  Bridget Lord, Lauren Gray, Emily Hight 
 
 

Leader: On this third Sunday, we light the candle of Joy. 
 

People: In the midst of the ups and downs of life, happiness can be fleeting, but Your joy is 

the undercurrent of the soul which knows it is never separate from God. 
 

Leader: We remember the joy of Mary, as she learned the wonder of God’s plan for her life.  

We remember Jesus’ prayer that our joy may be complete.   
 

 (please pause until the candles have been lit) 
 

People: We seek to know Your true Joy, Oh God, a joy that is deep and not dependent on 

outer circumstances.  Teach us to “count it all joy”. 
 

Leader: We seek to know Your quiet Joy, one that is deep and not dependent on just emotions 

and feelings.      

ALL: May we open our minds and hearts, seeking to be instruments of God’s reign of 

hope, peace and joy in this world.    

 

*OPENING HYMN #155 “Angels We Have Heard on High” GLORIA 

 

*OPENING PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts) Wendy Reardon 

Holy One, we rejoice that You strengthen our weak hands and make firm our feeble knees.  

You open our eyes and unstop our ears.  You meet our hungers with good things.  You 

disturb our false pride while helping us discover our true strength and joy in You.  You 

topple us from our pretensions while lifting up the lowly to claim the inner power You alone 

can provide.   We have assembled to worship You.  Awaken the gladness that comes when 

we recognize Your presence. We long to know You in this hour and always.   We pray all 

this in the name of the one who calls us to pray, saying, 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

(Everyone may be seated.) 
 

CHILDREN’S SCRIPTURE Job 37:5-7 (Pew Bible page 419) 
 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  Pete Graham 
 

(Kids and Youth will now go to Faith Formation while adults greet one another!) 
 

NOTEABLES ANTHEM “A Holiday Wish” by Jay Althouse 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Pete Graham 
 

SERMON SCRIPTURES James 1: 2-4,  John 16: 20-22 (Pew Bible page 980, 879) 
 

SERMON Count It All Joy!! Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

*HYMN #125 “Come, O Long-expected Jesus” HYFRYDOL 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

Invitation:  God continues to lift up the lowly and to topple the powerful from their thrones.  

God judges us, not by worldly standards of greatness but according to the genuine-ness of 

our compassion and the extent of our faithfulness. Our offering is one measure of our 

priorities. 
 

 (In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  Thanks!) 
 

 Chancel Choir Anthem “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” by Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

God of deep joy and humble service, we thank You for inviting us to share the blessings 

You pour out on us.  Use our resources to heal not only bodies and minds, but also heal 

attitudes and bring wholeness and peace, not just cures.  Help us to address the inequities of 

the earth that leave so many without food, shelter and hope.  Lead us into Your realm in the 

midst of our daily living, that Your Joy may be complete in us!  Amen. 
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*CONGREGATIONAL SONG “You Are My All in All” by Dennis Jernigan 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE - Noteables “Sleep, Little Dove” Old Alsatian Noel 

   Arr. Charles Fonteyn Manney 
 

Noteables - Marcia Hoffman, piano; Myra Kinnamon, soprano; Pam Kapitz, flute and alto 
 

"A Christmas Song" was composed by Pam Kapitz's sister in 1970 and was performed during a 

Christmas concert at Newfound HS in NH. 
 

String Ensemble – Sarah Garrett-Regnier, Malika Das, Allie Regnier, Maryana Das, violin; 

Juyla Peairs, viola; Katherine O’Toole, cello 
 

Bridget Lord, Lauren Gray and Emily Hight greeted you and served as liturgists. 

Liz Jarobski and Elaine Moore are Deacons of the day. 
 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR DEC 16, 2018  
 

New Prayers: Joshua Nichols (grandson of Richard Nichols) who was in a motor vehicle accident. 

Continued Prayers: Anna Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen Gavel and the Oevermanns; Bob Menzel 

(Jen Keeler’s dad); Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); Linda & Dick Birch; Ron and Nancy Clark’s 

daughter, Melissa Dickinson.  
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING – TODAY!  
We hope you can join us this afternoon for Christmas caroling.  Meet in the Vestry at 4:30 PM for Pizza, 

Caroling at 5:00 PM.  Bring your Santa hat or reindeer antlers and your jingle bells. Then afterwards we 

have hot chocolate and fellowship.  If you have questions call Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671, or talk to 

a Parish Life Committee Member- Sandy Horton, Diane and Steve Lindberg, or Linda Borglund.  
 

FLOWER COMMITTEE 

It’s that time of year to purchase poinsettias in honor of or in memory of a special person.  This year we 

will have the display up on Sunday, Dec. 23
rd

 so we would ask that you purchase them by Dec. 17
th

.  The 

flowers will then be delivered to the octogenarians and shut-ins after the service.  The price this year is 

$10.00 per plant.  See the order form on the last page. 

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 

The beautiful wreaths in the sanctuary, hanging on the balconies, were given in loving memory and 

celebration through donations to Memorial Gifts.  If you would like to donate to the Memorial Gifts in 

memory or celebration of a loved one, please speak to Sue Menzel, Kathy Reynolds or Betty Gray. 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23RD AT 5PM 

“On the first day of Christmas my true Love gave to me…” (come to find out). 

This year’s pageant theme is, “THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS” (and it takes 

75 of us to sing the song…from 3yrs old to “Retired”?!)  Join us as we uncover the 

hidden meaning behind the Christmas carol, hear the story of Jesus’ birth and discover 

where you will find Jesus in the world today!  This year’s Pageant has all ages 

covered!  It is truly a congregational effort & celebration!  After the pageant stay for 

our All-Church CHRISTMAS PARTY.  We will be enjoying food, fellowship AND…we have a very 

special guest! (hopefully you’re on the nice list!)   

 

COOKIE WALK – DEC 23
RD

 

The annual cookie walk fundraiser for the music program will take place immediately following the 5PM 

Christmas pageant on Sunday, Dec. 23. If you need last minute cookies for your guests, the cookie walk is 

a great time to stock up. The cookies cost $7 per pound.  Anyone willing to bake a 

couple dozen cookies and donate them to the sale should leave them off before 

Sunday and put them in the kitchen.  Mark if they have nuts. Bring your cookies in 

a plastic container and please put your name on it.  Thank you to all the bakers and 

the consumers.  The Music Committee 

 

FAREWELL TO REV. ELAINE 

As you know, we must say goodbye to our beloved Rev. Elaine on 1/13/19.  We will be having a party to 

celebrate her ministry with us on Saturday, 1/12/19 at the DoubleTree in Westborough from 7-10pm.  We 

will have music, appetizers and a cash bar.  There will also be discounted rooms available ($99.00 for the 

evening of 01/12/19) for those who wish to stay over.  We will be selling tickets for $20 for adults and $10 

for children, $50 max/family.  We will also be collecting for a purse for her.  Please see one of Rev. 

Elaine’s PRC after church on 12/16, 12/23, 12/30 and 1/6/19. You can pay by check, cash or Venmo 

(@rachel-graham-32).  If the cost creates a hardship for you we still want you to attend, please see one of 

us and we will put you on the list. We will also be creating a Shutterfly photo book for her that we will 

have available for people to sign/write in before the party and at the party. Please drop off photos (ones 

with Rev. Elaine or just family/individual photos) at the ticket table or send digitals to Megan 

at meganhuber@aol.com (please include names on ALL photos, hardcopies can be returned).  All photos 

are due by Christmas so we have time to print the book.  Please see one of us if you have any questions or 

concerns.  Dana Crawford, Rachel Graham, Megan Huber, Judy Powell and Roland Regnier 

 

GROCERY CARDS 

2018 Goal: $ 8,000                2018 YTD Sales: $6,417.50 

Don’t stop eating now! It will take a huge effort by all of us in order to meet our commitment of $8,000.00 

to the operation budget. Less than that and our budget will face a line item deficit. Bring your checkbook to 

Church and always have a grocery gift card in your pocket for even the quick stops. Together, all things are 

possible, even this challenge!    Thanks-for-giving!    If you can’t make it to church contact Karen 

Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 

or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. They’d be happy to 

deliver them. 
 

 

 

x-apple-data-detectors://3/
x-apple-data-detectors://5/
x-apple-data-detectors://12/
x-apple-data-detectors://8/
x-apple-data-detectors://9/
x-apple-data-detectors://10/
x-apple-data-detectors://11/
mailto:meganhuber@aol.com
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DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  The next dinner will be Thursday, Jan. 3
rd

. Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

POINSETTIAS 

 
The Flower Committee is taking orders for poinsettias for display in the Sanctuary on Sunday, 
December 23rd.  Plants will be delivered to octogenarians and shut-ins.  Send your order and 
check (made out to "The Congregational Church of Westborough" noting Flower Committee on 
memo section) to the church office  

 

BY MONDAY, DEC. 17TH 
 

#________ of plants at $10 each.      $___________ total 
 

Plants are given (please note which) in memory of or in honor of: (Please print clearly) 
 

 

FOR:                                             FROM: 

______________________________________________          _________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________           _________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________           _________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________           _________________________________________________ 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNia_0k7_YAhXkSN8KHW0qDrgQjRwIBw&url=http://advancedaquariumconcepts.com/axolotl-care-guide/&psig=AOvVaw1ZKNNabRe-vrEPXw8u4YOE&ust=1515184407351827
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYj_iM2obfAhUFheAKHXVjDE8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.epicsignsonline.com/Handicap-Accessible-Symbol-Sticker-S365-BLDG1.htm&psig=AOvVaw39SDTL9eTGeE7MmQpCTR7I&ust=1544031069637157
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DEC 16TH – DEC 23RD 
  

 

Dec 16 Sunday - Advent III 
10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 
11:30 AM TPC/Kerygma Room 
2:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
4:30 PM Parish Life Caroling/Vestry 
6:30 PM GSA/Kerygma Room 
 

Dec 17 Monday –office closed 
7:00 PM Mission Committee/Kerygma Room 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Dec 18 Tuesday  
7:00 PM Festival Ringers 
 

Dec 19 Wednesday  
10:30 AM Staff Meeting/Kerygma Room 
6:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 PM Joyspring Rehearsal 
7:30 PM “The Well”/Chapel 
 

Dec 20 Thursday  
9:00 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
2:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm. 
 

Dec 21 Friday (no schedule events) 
 

Dec 22 Saturday  
9AM-12PM Pageant Rehearsal 
Noon Flower Committee decorates Sanctuary 
 

Dec 23 Sunday – Advent IV 
10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 
5:00 PM Christmas Pageant, Cookie Walk & dinner 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiAro20zJ_fAhUBT98KHcs3BJYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/religious-observances/advent.aspx&psig=AOvVaw03MNKsuZ4YfIoO0nR-Oi8G&ust=1544886375093050

