
                                                              “Witnessing a Miracle” 

                                                                      Dec. 10, 2017 

Luke 1:26-38 

     The movie “A Walk to Remember”, based on the book by Nicholas Sparks, shares the story of Jamie 

Sullivan, the teenage daughter of a widowed pastor in a small town in North Carolina.  Though Jamie is 

ridiculed by the “in crowd” at the high school for being a Christian and for her appearance and values, 

she resolves to be her own person.  In the high school yearbook, she says under her picture that her 

primary ambition in life is “to witness a miracle.”  Do you believe in miracles?  I think that many of us 

want to believe in them, and yet in our scientific secular age, it can be hard to do that, even for 

Christians.  Author Fred Craddock tells the story about a Deacon who went to serve Communion and 

pray with an older woman in the hospital.  She seemed to be near death; she was just lying on the 

pillow, gasping for breath.  They talked for a few sentences, and then he says to her, “Would you like me 

to say a prayer with you?  The woman said “Yes.”  He said, “Well, what would you like to pray for 

today?”  She said, “I would like to be healed, of course.”  The Deacon gasped for a moment, and then 

prayed, “Lord, we pray for your sustaining presence with this sick sister.  And if it is Your will, we pray 

that she will be restored to health.  But if it is not Your will, we certainly hope she will adjust to her 

circumstances.” 

     Suddenly the old woman opened her eyes and sat up in bed.  She throws her feet over the side of the 

bed, and stands up.  She says, “I think I’m healed!”  And she strides out the door.  The last the Deacon 

sees of her, she’s practically running down the hall toward the nurse’s station, saying “Look!  Look at 

me!”  The Deacon goes down the steps and out to the parking lot.  Before he opens the door of his car, 

he looks up to heaven and says, “Don’t you ever do that to me again!” 

     God does surprise us sometimes with miracles, because God is in the business of doing miracles, and 

there is certainly no doubt that the early Church believed that.  And we see that very clearly in one of 

the most familiar passages in the Bible, the one that we just heard read this morning, the visit of the 

angel Gabriel to Mary.  We are calling our sermon series this Advent “Angels Among Us”, and there is 

certainly no doubt that when you have an angel show up in your life, as Mary did, it is a miraculous 

moment!  Now last week we talked about how the angel Gabriel visited the priest Zechariah while he 

was in the Great Temple in Jerusalem, and at least that makes some sense, right, that an angel might 

appear to one of the priests in God’s Temple.  And yet we are told that when Gabriel appeared to 

Zechariah, he was terrified, and fear overwhelmed him!  Isn’t that a bit of a strange reaction for a priest, 

a man of God to have in the presence of God’s angel?  What do you think Gabriel looked like when he 

appeared to Zechariah?  Was he a figure in white, with a halo over his head and wings trimmed with 

gold, like in the movies?   

     And did Gabriel look the same when he appeared to Mary?  Now we are told that Gabriel came to 

Mary in the town of Nazareth, a place way out in the boonies, far away from Jerusalem, so for starters, it 

seems like a strange place for the angel to come.  And Mary seems like an unlikely person for the angel 

Gabriel to come to, being a teenage girl and not some exalted priest.  And yet I have a feeling that Mary 

was a lot like Jamie Sullivan in the movie-a teenage girl who was not afraid to be her own person, and 

someone who obviously took God seriously in her life.   I sense in their whole conversation that Gabriel 



was just as comfortable talking to Mary in Nazareth as Zechariah in the Great Temple.  And Gabriel 

begins their conversation by saying “Greetings, favored one!  The Lord is with you.”   

     Now that is not something that teenage girls tend to hear too often-Greetings, favored one!”  And 

notice that Gabriel did not say to Mary “The Lord is with God’s people”, but “The Lord is with you.” You 

Mary, are special to God.  Now we are told that Mary was much perplexed by his words and ponders 

what sort of a greeting they might be, as we might expect, but it is interesting to me that we are not told 

that she is terrified, like Zechariah was in the Temple!  Maybe Gabriel looks somehow different to her 

than to Zechariah.  Maybe all those paintings we have seen of Mary and the angel with wings and halos 

are not accurate-Maybe Gabriel was in human form when he spoke to Mary-In the book of Hebrews in 

the Bible, the author tells us this:  “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 

some have entertained angels without knowing it.”  Maybe Gabriel just looked like a person Mary did 

not know.  And so of course she was uncertain of the whole situation, so Gabriel says to her “Don’t be 

afraid Mary-you have found favor with God.  You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are 

to give Him the name Jesus. “ Mary would have known instantly that the name Jesus means Savior and 

deliverer, but she must have wondered to herself, what will Jesus save us from?  What will He deliver us 

for?  Gabriel goes on to describe Jesus’ mission further.  “He will be great, and will be called the Son of 

the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

     Now as Mary is listening to God speaking to her through Gabriel, how do you think she was feeling?  

How would you be feeling?  I would guess that she felt honored and scared, exceedingly glad and 

confused, all at the same time.  And she has another thing on her mind, as she now points out to 

Gabriel, “How can all this be, since I have no husband?” 

     Now Gabriel the angel struck the priest Zechariah mute after expressing a similar concern, but here 

Gabriel is more understanding, and I would guess recognizes an open heart in Mary.  He assures her that 

she will witness a miracle, because “the Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called the Son of God.  For 

nothing is impossible with God.”  Mary is the third person in the Christmas story that is filled or going to 

be filled with the Holy Spirit-the first two are Zechariah and his son John the Baptist.  What does it mean 

to be filled with the Holy Spirit?  If I were to say to you that someone you know or love is filled with the 

Holy Spirit, what would you think I mean?  In a very special way, being filled with the Holy Spirit is a 

miracle in and of itself.  The Bible tells us that when we become believers in Jesus, the Holy Spirit comes 

to live inside of us as the presence of Jesus, but there are special times in our lives when the Holy Spirit 

will fill us with the power of Jesus, and we will be filled with the joy of the Spirit, and we become so 

fruitful on God’s behalf as we are led by the Spirit.  Truly then, nothing is impossible with God.    

     As an angel, Gabriel was intimately familiar with the wonderful work of the Holy Spirit, and knew that 

it was the work of the Spirit that can bring us peace in the call that God has given us in our lives.  And 

you can see that peace of the Holy Spirit reflected in what Mary says back to Gabriel.  She says, “Here 

am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”  Mary trusted God to do the 

right thing in her life, even when she didn’t fully understand everything.  She was at peace with God’s 

call.  And it was at that moment that Gabriel departed from her-he knew that she was now ready to 

witness a miracle.     



     In the move I told you about at the beginning of this sermon, “A Walk to Remember”, Jamie, the 

daughter of the pastor, becomes friends with Landon Carter, one of the cool kids at the high school.  

Jamie’s father is concerned about this, as Landon seems to have no direction in his life.  But Jamie 

befriends Landon, helping him memorize lines for a school play that he got roped into, encouraging him 

to think about his future, talking to him about her faith.  And during this period, Landon falls in love with 

Jamie, and vice versa. 

     And it is then that he finds out why she wrote in the yearbook about her ambition “to witness a 

miracle”-he discovers that she is dying of leukemia.  He sits with her constantly in the hospital and 

supports her as she battles her illness, and eventually they choose together to get married, right there in 

the hospital.  Three months later though, Jamie dies.  Because of her and her belief in him, Landon 

decides to go to college, and ends up doing very well.  After graduation, he returns home, and the first 

person he sees is Jamie’s father, as the two of them had grown very close.  AS they sit down, Landon 

announces that he has been accepted into medical school.  He reaches into his backpack and pulls out a 

book of poetry that had originally belonged to Jamie’s Mom, but which Jamie had given to Landon when 

she was sick.  “I want you to have it,” Landon says to Pastor Sullivan, handing him the dog-eared volume.  

Then he says, “I’m sorry she never got her miracle.”  The pastor looked straight at Landon.  “She did.  It 

was you.”  You know, God’s miracles do come to us in unexpected ways sometimes. 

     Chris Murphy, a recent new member in our church, has experienced God’s miracles in his own life. He 

shared his story with us at a recent Deacon’s retreat, and I then invited him to share his story with all of 

you.  Praise be to the living God, Amen. 


