
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts  
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nd

 Sunday of Advent 

 

Angels Among Us! 

 

 
 
 

 
OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjQqu3Q7fXXAhWJyRoKHQwhC5oQjRwIBw&url=http://catedralviagens.com.br/imaculada-conceicao-de-nossa-senhora-solenidade/&psig=AOvVaw0_JtJESVMjlqNL54GifBKY&ust=1512665853665182
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 

believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 

our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 

church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 

ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 

belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 

proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  

We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 

this congregation. 

 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the service if 

needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Faith Formation during after the Children’s Time!  

Outside the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little hands busy 

in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  We have large print bulletins and an elevator too! 

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room 

downstairs directly under the sanctuary. 
 

Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.  We 

pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children! 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Dec. 10, 2017                                                                                    10:00 AM 
 

Whoever you are, or wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 
 

WELCOME!  Wendy Reardon 
 

*BELL INTROIT “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Helmore/ 

  Children’s Bells/Chimes, dir. by Sue Menzel  VanValley & Berry 
 

*OPENING CAROL #148 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ADESTE FIDELES 
 

*LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE Tracy, Lilli, Ella,  

  Winni & Pepper Owens 
 

Leader: Last Sunday we lit the first candle – the candle of hope.  Today we light the second 

candle, the candle of peace. 
 

People: Advent is the season when we wait for the news of our Lord Jesus Christ made 

new again in the baby of Bethlehem 
 

Leader: We give thanks that through Jesus, God shares peace with us 

 

 (please pause until the candles have been lit) 
 

People: May this light remind us always that God is peace!  In the name of Jesus, we 

pray, Amen. 
 

*ADVENT RESPONSE  “Angels We Have Heard on High” (vs. 2) Hymn #155    

  Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

  Why your joyous strains prolong? 

  What the gladsome tidings be 

  which inspire your heav'nly song? 

  Gloria, in excelsis Deo 

  Gloria, in excelsis Deo 
 

*OPENING PRAYER AND THE LORD'S PRAYER  (Debts)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

(Everyone  may be seated.) 
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ANTHEM “Revelation Song” (2004) Jennie Lee Riddle 

  Joyspring 

 

CHILDREN’S SCRIPTURE Exodus 23:20-22 (pew Bible page 61) 

 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  Linda Hartley 
 

(Children will go out to Faith Formation.  Adults are invited to greet one another.) 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

*HYMN #124 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” PICARDY 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

 Invitation:  Let us bring our offerings before God with thanksgiving! 
 

 In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  Please place the 

attendance sheets on top of the black books. Thanks! 
 

 Offertory Choir Anthem  “Bell Carol of the Kings” arr. Philip Kern  
  

*DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Generous God, we thank You for all that You have provided, and pray that our offerings 

will be used to spread Your peace, Amen. 

 

SERMON SCRIPTURE Luke 1:26-38 (pew Bible page 831) 
 

The Angel Gabriel speaks to Mary. 

 

SERMON “Witnessing a Miracle” Pastor Paul Sangree 
 

Part of our “Angels Among Us” Sermon Series 
 

"Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels 

without knowing it."  Hebrews 13:2   

 

MY STORY  Chris Murphy 

 

*CLOSING SONG “God of Wonders” (2000) Marc Bird & Steve Hindalong 

Led by Joyspring 
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(Music can be found ALPHABETICALLY in the BLACK BINDERS in the pews.) 
 

(Verse 1) 

Lord of all creation 

Of water, earth and sky 

The heavens are your tabernacle 

Glory to the Lord on high 
 

(Chorus) 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy 

You are holy, holy 

The universe declares Your Majesty 

You are holy, holy 

Lord of Heaven and earth 

Lord of Heaven and earth 
 

(Verse 2) 

Early in the morning 

I will celebrate the light 

As I stumble in the darkness 

I will call Your name by night 

 

*UNISON ADVENT BENEDICTION 

"Loving God, May Your Holy Spirit fill us with Your flame of love this day.  Give us 

openness to hear Your message, and courage to be Your messengers in the world.  May we 

do all this in Jesus' name, Amen." 

 

*POSTLUDE 
 

The flowers on the altar are given by the Owens family in memory of Rita Mink. 

The Owens family greeted you this morning and served as liturgist. 

Beth Dapolite, Elaine Moore, and Joan Truesdell are Deacons of the day. 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship! 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR DEC 10, 2017 
 

Bereavement: Kathy Nadeau (Kevin Keeler’s Aunt) passed away on Dec. 6
th

. Please pray for the Keeler 

family. 

Continued Prayers: Polly Howard; Egline Hollfelder (Nila Gray’s mother); Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s 

mother); Olivia L.; Elena Moskal; Lois Gray & family (sister-in-law of Betty Gray); Michael Newton; Joan 

Gates; Pari, a dear friend of Cathie Achorn and Angela Caron; Nick & Sue Perron’s granddaughter Annika; 
Taylor Ann Caroll (Carolyn Bent’s niece). 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 

(Chorus) 

God of wonders beyond our galaxy 

You are holy, holy 

The universe declares Your Majesty 

You are holy, holy 

Lord of Heaven and earth 

Lord of Heaven and earth 
 

(Bridge) 

Hallelujah to the Lord of Heaven and earth 

Hallelujah to the Lord of Heaven and earth 

Hallelujah to the Lord of Heaven and earth 
 

(Chorus 2X)  

God of wonders beyond our galaxy 

You are holy, so holy 

The universe declares Your Majesty 

You are holy, holy 

 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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PARKING OPTIONS 

Please know that in addition to parking in our lot or on the street, you can park next door in the library 

parking spaces on Parkman St., or behind the Forbes building next to the library.  We’re glad you’re here! 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING – TODAY DEC 10
TH

 

Come to one of the most popular activities.  People of all ages are invited! It's a great way to spend time 

with our youth, and the shut in people enjoy our visits.  Meet in the Vestry at 4:30 PM for Pizza, Caroling at 

5:00 PM.  Bring your Santa hat or reindeer antlers and your jingle bells. Then afterwards we have hot 

chocolate and fellowship.  If you have questions call Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671, or talk to a Parish 

Life Committee Member- Nancy Cook, Diane and Steve Lindberg, Cathy Purcell, or Linda Borglund or 

Norma Powell. 
 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE TONIGHT AT 7PM 

Christmas and the holiday season can be a difficult time of year for some of us. The loss of loved ones, the 

loss of a job, and other losses in our lives may leave us feeling less than joyful as others gaily go about 

holiday preparations. If you are finding yourself feeling “blue” this year, please join us this evening at 7 pm 

in the Chapel for Blue Christmas service. We will light candles, pray together, and be in community as we 

remember the light of hope that Jesus’ birth brings to our lives. 

 

SERMON AND BIBLE STUDY EVERY SUNDAY AT 9AM 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9AM in the Chapel downstairs for a Bible Study focused on the sermon 

Scripture of the day!  We always have a great conversation! 
 

MEN’S GROUP 

Monday nights at 7:00 PM in the Chapel downstairs at the church.  Join Clif Newton and other leaders for 

a night of challenging and in depth discussion that will challenge you and help you grow in your daily life 

and walk with Christ.  It is also a great way to get to know some other awesome men!  Open both to men 

from our church and also men not from our church. 

 
COOKIE WALK NEXT SUNDAY, DEC. 17

TH
 

The annual cookie walk fundraiser for the music program will take place immediately following the 

morning service next Sunday, Dec. 17. If you need last minute cookies for your guests, the cookie walk is 

a great time to stock up. The cookies cost $7 per pound.  Bakers, start baking your cookies and leave them 

off before Sunday and put them in the kitchen.  Mark if they have nuts. Bring your cookies in a plastic 

container and please put your name on it.  Thank you to all the bakers and the consumers.  The Music 

Committee 
 

FLOWER COMMITTEE 

There is still time to purchase poinsettias in honor of or in memory of a special person.  The flowers will be 

delivered to the octogenarians and shut-ins after the Dec. 17
th

 service.  The price this year to $9.00 per 

plant.  Order forms can be found on the tables outside the sanctuary, or in the church office. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE – 5 & 7PM 

Join us this Christmas Eve for our Pageant, which will be at 5PM, or our candlelight service at 7PM.  Invite 

a friend or family member! 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 

Contribution envelopes will be available for pick-up in the vestry on Sunday, December 17th.  If you would 

like to switch from weekly to monthly (or vice versa) envelopes, please let me know as soon as possible.  

All contributions you would like included in your 2017 report must be received in the church office by 

December 31, 2017.  If you are unsure of the balance due on your pledge for 2017, please feel free to give 

me a call (508-366-4023) or send me an email:  sharkey53@charter.net.  Thank you for your continued 

financial support of the church ministries and missions.   Linda Sharkey 

 

“BELL SUNDAY” DECEMBER 31
ST

 

Join us for “Bell Sunday” on New Year’s Eve morning – December 31
st
. Bring a bell and help us ring out 

the old year and ring in the new! All bells are welcome – cow bells, sleigh bells, little bells, big bells! If 

you have more than one bell at home, bring them all and share. And if you forget your bell, don’t worry – 

we’ll have bells for you to ring! 

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR DEACONS 

We have many new people and we want to call you by name.  Please wear your name tag. Thanks again to 

Ed Wong for making and maintaining our name tag board.  If you don’t have one, let a deacon or the office 

know.  Temporary name badges for you and your visitors can be found by the guest book outside the 

sanctuary.  Thank you! 
 

PASTOR PAUL AT PANERA 

Pastor Paul is available every Thursday morning for a conversation at Panera! Just email him and let him 

know what time is good for you! 
 

GROCERY CARDS  
 

        2017 Goal:  $ 8,000                         2017    YTD Sales:  $     6866.50 
 

Last week’s profits were $190.75    

Please note: Price Chopper in Shrewsbury will allow us to use Price Chopper gift cards purchased here 

at church to buy other gift cards. They have a full kiosk of cards from many, stores and restaurants. The 

Church gets 5% on Price Chopper cards. In an effort to meet our goal for our budget, and to cut our church 

budget deficit, please consider this in the gift card requests from our Interfaith Giving Tree, as well as your 

gift giving needs! Grocery cards will be on sale in the vestry after worship service. Bring your checkbook 

to Church so you can eat heathy, shop locally with your Grocery Card.  Stop by our table after worship on 

Sundays for more information or contact one of us and we will deliver them to you.  Karen Hutchinson at 

508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or 

Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169 

 

PRAYER TIME CARDS 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up 

on Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the 

sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon, Thanks! 

 

DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again Thursday, Jan 4
th

.  Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 

mailto:sharkey53@charter.net
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
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E-PRAYERS AND E-NEWS 

Are you new to the church? Two ways our church community can stay in touch with up to date notices and 

prayer concerns is to make sure you are signed up to receive eprayers and enews.  The two programs are 

separate and intended to have separate content and not be duplicative.  Enews is for announcements about 

our church’s activities, and eprayers is for prayer requests, concerns of the congregation, celebrations and 

other spiritually related matters.  To subscribe to eprayers please email your request to 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like to subscribe to enews, contact the church office at 366-2000 

or send your request to either brossi6@verizon.net or westboroucc@verizon.net .  Once you do, you will 

then receive an email asking you to subscribe to the service.  All you have to do is accept the email and you 

will be put on the list.   
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon & Fri 9-1, Tues, Wed, Thurs. 9-2, Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 

   LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!  
 

 
Dec 10 Sunday/Advent II 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel  

10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 

4:30 PM Parish Life Caroling & light supper 

7:00 PM Blue Christmas Service/Chapel 
 

Dec 11 Monday 

9AM-11AM PCC/Kerygma Room 

7–8:30PM Men’s Group/Chapel 

7:30 PM AA/Nursery 

7:30 -9PM BSA Troop Comm/Library 
 

Dec 12 Tuesday 

7:00 PM Trustees/Kerygma Room 

7:00 PM Festival Ringers 
 

Dec 13 Wednesday 
9:30 AM Playgroup 

3:30 PM Journey Home Singers 

 

 

 

Dec 14 Thursday  

2:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes 

4:30-6PM GSA/Vestry 
 

Dec 15 Friday  (no events scheduled) 
 

Dec 16 Saturday 
7PM Confirmation Class to B’nai 

Shalom Interfaith Concert 
 

Dec 17 Sunday/Advent III 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel  

10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 

11:15 AM  

11:15 AM Christian Ed Meeting 

2:30 PM GSA/Vestry 

5:30 -7PM GSA/Vestry 

 
 

 

mailto:brossi6@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwvfCqhJTPAhVIGD4KHV7DAYYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/handicap/&bvm=bv.133053837,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNG69Sn5bMgp_MEiNN32BqeU_nzd-A&ust=1474120324852005
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=like+us+on+facebook+logo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=4m5GXumYiZbFPM&tbnid=yDEnWos56gGPUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/logo/facebook-11&ei=BiuuUdPfJOPI0QG0sYHgDw&bvm=bv.47244034,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNGW0OGkr-SJZvOMeS-j8siGjEn8Pw&ust=1370455149658018
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwirg4nU1vrXAhUm2IMKHcKnC4QQjRwIBw&url=https://www.graphicsbuzz.com/graphics/cookie-walk-graphics-c7752e.html&psig=AOvVaw0KzxinoS5g3Dtryg_yKMpS&ust=1512831502724736
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POINSETTIAS 
 

The Flower Committee is taking orders for poinsettias for display in the Sanctuary on Sunday, 
December 17th.  Plants will be delivered to octogenarians and shut-ins.  Send your order and 
check (made out to "The Congregational Church of Westborough" noting Flower Committee on memo 
section) to the church office BY WEDNESDAY, DEC. 13TH 
 

#________ of plants at $9 each.      $___________ total 
 

Plants are given (please note which) in memory of or in honor of: (Please print clearly) 
 

FOR: 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 

FROM: 
___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 

 


