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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

HOPE 

 
 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

To our worshipping community, especially to parents:  God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel 
you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift 
to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we 

give smiles of encouragement to parents! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor – bdorsi64@outlook.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

 Deb Boucher, Communications Coordinator – deb.boucher.15@gmail.com  
 

Office hours: Tuesday – Friday 9am – 1pm  
Monday - Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

November 27, 2022 First Sunday of Advent - HOPE 
  

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 
 

INTROIT                                                     “The Coming of God”                                                  GENEVA   
  Chancel Choir 
  

INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME     Linda Birch 
 

*OPENING SONG #142 “People, Look East” BESANCON 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP      Darvin Kapitz 
 Leader: On this First Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of hope. 
 People: We light it knowing full well that hope can be elusive, and for some people, it is 

almost completely absent. But in this season of Advent, we trust that God is never 
absent from us. 

Leader: God is always preparing something new. And even when there is discord between 
countries, families, or within our own hearts, God is present, leading us to new 
possibilities. Our God is a God of hope! 

 
LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE                                                                  The Moskal Family: 
  Elena, Jakub, Mateusz, Sebastian, and Maciej 
 

Hope is more than wishful thinking.  Hope is the Spirit of God dwelling with us, reminding us 
that we are never alone.  Hope is our active commitment to be God’s faithful people.  When we 
light the candle of Hope, we embrace God’s presence among us, yesterday and today and 
always. 
 
 

(please pause until the candle has been lit, then continue on next page) 
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People: Loving God, we thank You for the hope You offer us. In this season of Advent, may 
we open all the dark places in our lives and memories to the healing light of Christ. 
Show us the creative power of hope as we prepare our hearts to be transformed by 
You. 

 

ADVENT RESPONSE  HYMN #128 (verse 1) ”One Candle is Lit” CRADLE SONG 
 

*GATHERING PRAYER  (Unison)     
 O God of hope, You have mysterious ways to make Yourself present. We wish we could see 
through the veil that separates us from You. We are hurting and need assurance of Your love. 
Today as we focus on the theme of hope, help us place our trust in You and remember Your 
promises of old. We will hold on to hope for a better time in the kin-dom of God. But now, be 
present amongst us as we gather to worship and adore You. We pray this and all prayers 
through the name of Jesus who taught us to pray saying… 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

SILENT REFLECTION IN PREPARATION FOR CONFESSION 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (Unison)    
 Merciful God, forgive us for the things that we have done that we regret, and for the things 
we have failed to do that we regret. Help us this day to be willing to start afresh and to 
forgive ourselves as You forgive us. Help us to be willing to forgive others as we hope they 
will forgive us. Amen 

 
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE  (Unison)   
 For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

 

HYMN #543 “Blessed Assurance” ASSURANCE 
 
SCRIPTURE Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 55:2-3 selections, Romans 5:5 
 (Pew Bible pgs. 554, 598, 917) 
 

REFLECTION “The Hairbrush Experience” Betty Gray 
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RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

ANTHEM                                             “Angel’s Advent Carol”                  Arr. by Patrick M. Liebergen  
 Chancel Choir 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Will come to you, O Israel. 
 

Angels sent from God above now proclaim the birth is near. 
They await the King of Love, singing loud for all to hear! 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

In peace and love come down to dwell, O holy child, Emmanuel; 
Angels raise a joyful cheer, come to us on earth to dwell. 

We rejoice, your birth is near; Come to us, Emmanuel! 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night and shine on us, O Lord of Light! 

 

In peace and love come down that night, O Lord of Light! 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 
  

 Invitation    
  

 Offertory   

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 
 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)   
 God of hope, use these gifts and our lives that we may serve You and one another, in Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen  
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BEING THE CHURCH 
 
*CLOSING HYMN #125 “Come, O Long-expected Jesus” HYFRYDOL 
 

*BENEDICTION   
 

Darvin Kapitz and Linda Birch serve as liturgists today. 
Linda Borglund and Theresa DiMeo are deacons of the day. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Isaiah 7:14  
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear 
a son and shall name him Immanuel.[a] (God with us.) 
Isaiah 55:2-3 (selections) – God spoke to Isaiah: 
Listen carefully to me, 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. 
Romans 5:5 
And hope does not put us to shame because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
 

Prayers 

Continued Prayers: Rev. Betsy; Mother of Jianguo Hu; Tom and JoAnn Dwyer’s daughter & son-in-law 
Jennifer & Andrew Johnson as they await the delivery of twins; Cathy Purcell, her doctors & family; 
Kevin, Pam Kapitz’s nephew; Tom Morgan’s brother Harry; Dee Mumby, Cathie Achorn’s mother; 
Dan Byers; Nancy Walker (Deb Boucher’s mom); Roberta Di Terlizzi’s mother Donata; Dan (a friend of 
Deb and Rich Boucher); Daniel Oliver, Judy’s grandson; The Lord family. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let 
a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

GREAT PIE CHALLENGE UPDATE 

Thank you to everyone who helped make this year's Great Pie Challenge a success. People of all ages 

volunteered to peel apples and roll dough and bake pumpkin pies. We received dozens of cans of 
pumpkin, hundreds and hundreds of apples, and monetary donations to help us purchase all of the 
sugar, butter and flour for this project.  Ultimately, we delivered more than 125 pies to the Curtis 
Family Thanksgiving project, and we couldn't do it without your support.  Special thanks to Pam 
Faustine, who made all of the pumpkin pie crusts!  Additionally, we were able to donate several pies 
for the Westborough Community Thanksgiving dinner! 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+7%3A14&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-17797a
mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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GIVING TREE PROGRAM 

The Mission committee is continuing its tradition of the Giving Tree. Tags may be taken today, 

(November 27th), and also on December 4th.  Please remember to sign out each tag so that we know 
who is buying the gift(s).  Each child will receive two gifts of approximately $50.00 value each. 
Wrapped gifts should be returned on Sunday, December 11th. 
 
 STEWARDSHIP 2023  

The Stewardship Committee wants to thank the 61 pledging units who have already forwarded their 

pledge cards.  This count represents about 60% of the anticipated number of pledges.  We encourage 
friends and church members to participate in supporting the work and mission of our church from 
your heart with whatever monies you feel are appropriate.  Pledge cards can be dropped off any 
time in the mail slot outside the parking lot door.  If you need a pledge card, please contact the 
church office at 508-366-2000. 

 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 

Thank you to everyone who donated pasta sauce for the past several weeks.  We received over 100 

jars of all varieties!  The volunteers at the Food Pantry have requested Cake mixes, Cookies and 
Crackers.  Please consider purchasing these items during the month of December.  Let's fill up the 
box and basket located in the back entry and front entry, respectively. 
 
 

FAIR PREP CALENDAR – STOP IN AND WE’LL FIND YOU A JOB! 
 

Sunday Nov. 27 1st Sunday of Advent Worship Service 
 Christmas Fair set up after service and unload wreaths from truck to front yard 
 Set up booth for the Winter Stroll @ 1pm, Stroll is 2-5 pm, Parade at 5:15pm 
Monday Nov. 28 Fair set up and wreath decorating 
Tuesday Nov. 29 Decorate church for Christmas and wreath decorating  
Wed. Nov. 30 Fair set up and wreath decorating  
Thurs. Dec.1 Fair set up 
 Santa's Sensory Workshop Store for Kids (in Kerygma Room) 6pm-8pm 
Friday Dec. 2 Deliver your baked goods, crafts and hand goods;  Vestry set up 
 NOON is the deadline to drop off items for Grandma’s Attic 
Saturday Dec. 3 The Evergreen Christmas Fair 9AM-3PM; 3PM Clean up 
Sunday Dec. 4 2nd Sunday of Advent Worship Service 
 Christmas Fair Boutique and Soup Sale after church 
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GROCERY CARDS 

     Year to Date Profit:  $ 4370.50                                                   Goal for 2022: $6,000.00 
 

The Grocery Card Team has made a commitment to the Church to raise $6,000 towards the 

Operation Budget for 2022. If you shop at Stop & Shop, Roche Bros., or Price Chopper to buy your 
groceries, you can help by purchasing a grocery gift card to do your shopping. How to buy a gift card? 
All you need is cash or a checkbook. 
1.) You'll find us in the foyer after worship on Sunday morning.  
2.) Grocery cards are available in the Church Office during regular Office hours.  
 (Tuesday - Friday 9am-1pm)  
3.) Delivery! Don't be shy. Just let us know and we are happy to deliver cards to your home! 
 

Shop local and stay well. Thanks! The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com, Sally Petersen 508.259.2788 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com, Nancy Quimby 774-
843-4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com 
 
 

    ANNUAL COOKIE WALK - DECEMBER 18TH 
The Annual Cookie Walk is a fundraiser for the music program, which raises funds to bring in new 
music and guest musicians to our services. The Cookie Walk will take place immediately following the 
Christmas Pageant / Service on Sunday, December 18th. Whether you need last minute cookies for 
your guests or you want to liven up your dessert options, the Cookie Walk is a great time to stock up! 
 
Anyone willing to bake a couple dozen cookies and donate them to the sale, should please drop 
them off before Sunday's Pageant / Service in the kitchen. Please label your cookies with your name, 
the type of cookie it is, and whether or not they contain nuts.  Thank you to all the bakers and 
consumers!      - The Music Committee 

 

November 27th – December 4th   
 

Nov. 27  Sunday – Advent I                                          
10:00 AM Worship/Sunday School 
2PM-5PM Town Holiday Stroll 

 

Nov. 28  Monday (office closed) 
   

Nov 29  Tuesday 
6:30-8PM Bells Rehearse 
 

Nov 30  Wednesday  
3:30 PM  Journey Home Singers 
6:30-8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

Dec 1  Thursday 
6PM – 8PM Sensory workshop 
 

Dec 2  Friday  
 

Dec 3  Saturday 
9AM – 3PM Evergreen Fair 
 

Dec 4  Sunday – Advent II 
Communion    

10:00 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Deacon’s Meeting 

 

mailto:sbpetersen4@gmsil.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com

