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"And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,  
to which indeed you were called in one body;  

and be thankful."  
 

Colossians. 3:15 
 

OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, believe that all people are 
created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In our journey of faith, we strive for justice and 
equality for all. We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 
church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, 
or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian 
community, actively expressing our belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in 
Christ, ready to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  We 
offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in this congregation. 

 
Our morning begins at 9:45 AM with our scrolling announcements for you. 
At 9:58 AM, we will center ourselves with a Prelude as we prepare to begin worship. 
At 10:00 AM, we will begin with our church bells and a welcome to our Facebook/Cable community. 

 
The Zoom audience will be invited on after we have the benediction and song for virtual greetings. 

 
(Please sign up for our weekly ENEWS bulletin and announcements 

by contacting us at westboroucc@verizon.net) 
You can also watch the service on Westborough TV on Mondays at 6:00 PM. Tell your friends! 

  

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 

WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

  

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 

“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

and that 

YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com    
Peter Graham, Student Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  

Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com  
Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 
Bonne Rossi, Administrator – brossi6@verizon.net   

Office hours: WE ARE CURRENTLY CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  
We will check our messages as often as we can. 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST - ONLINE SERVICE 

 

          November 22, 2020                                                                                                Thanksgiving Sunday  

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (SCROLLED ONLINE FOR YOU) 9:45AM 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

INVITATION TO WORSHIP Pete Graham 9:58 AM 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIPPING COMMUNITIES Rev. Sue Remick 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Tom Morgan 
 We are children of God, as special as each fragrant rose and as unique as each falling leaf. 
 We are God's children, united in praise, humbled in awe and prompted to sing! 
 

OPENING HYMN #718 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” performed by Joseph Stillitano 
 

CALLING TO GOD  Tom Morgan 
 Creator God, we ask that You bring Your Spirit into our time together. Sit with us for a spell and hold us 

close. Touch and heal our brokenness and lift us out of despair and doubt. Dry the tears of pain and 
sorrow. Allow us to praise You in gratitude today. In that tremendous gratitude for Your numerous 
blessings, we worship You today. Amen. 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER    Tom Morgan 
 Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 1 Thessalonians 5:11-18 Joseph Stillitano   
 The Message Translation 
 (see below for reading) 
 
REFLECTION “A Gratitude Journal” Rev.  Remick 

 

 

ANTHEM “Thank Someone” written by John Haitt and Amy Grant 
 Performed by Heather Tryon 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE     (Please share you offerings in our chat) Pete Graham 
OFFERING & DEDICATION  Rev. Remick 
 

BENEDICTION   Rev. Remick 
 

CLOSING SONG “Sing to the Lord a New Song”  
 Performed by The CCW Chancel Choir, recorded Sept. 8, 2019 

 
The service is ended – Please wait while we invite you back into our gallery for our virtual coffee hour 



TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:11-18   (verses 1-10 are offered for you here) 
 

1 I don't think, friends, that I need to deal with the question of when all this is going to happen.  2 You know as well as I 
that the day of the Master's coming can't be posted on our calendars. He won't call ahead and make an appointment 
any more than a burglar would.  3 About the time everybody's walking around complacently, congratulating each other - 
"We've sure got it made! Now we can take it easy!" - suddenly everything will fall apart. It's going to come as suddenly 
and inescapably as birth pangs to a pregnant woman.  4 But friends, you're not in the dark, so how could you be taken 
off guard by any of this?  5 You're sons of Light, daughters of Day. We live under wide open skies and know where we 
stand.  6 So let's not sleepwalk through life like those others. Let's keep our eyes open and be smart.  7 People sleep at 
night and get drunk at night.  8 But not us! Since we're creatures of Day, let's act like it. Walk out into the daylight sober, 
dressed up in faith, love, and the hope of salvation.  9 God didn't set us up for an angry rejection but for salvation by our 
Master, Jesus Christ.  10 He died for us, a death that triggered life. Whether we're awake with the living or asleep with 
the dead, we're alive with him!  
 

11 So speak encouraging words to one another. Build up hope so you'll all be together in this, no one left out, no one left 
behind. I know you're already doing this; just keep on doing it.  12 And now, friends, we ask you to honor those leaders 
who work so hard for you, who have been given the responsibility of urging and guiding you along in your 
obedience. 13 Overwhelm them with appreciation and love!  14 Our counsel is that you warn the freeloaders to get a 
move on. Gently encourage the stragglers, and reach out for the exhausted, pulling them to their feet. Be patient with 
each person, attentive to individual needs.  15 And be careful that when you get on each other's nerves you don't snap 
at each other. Look for the best in each other, and always do your best to bring it out.  16 Be cheerful no matter 
what; 17 pray all the time; 18 thank God no matter what happens. This is the way God wants you who belong to Christ 
Jesus to live.  

PRAYERS 
 

Continued Prayers: Sue Menzel; Jennifer Keeler’s father Bob Menzel; Jim Harvey at Fairlawn Rehab recovering from a 
fall; Karen Gavel’s son Pete Gavel and her sister-in-law Sylvia Doran; Judy Ellis, Pat Ainsleigh; Christina MacConnell who 
broke her hip after a fall. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If 
you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  
Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  NOVEMBER 22, 2020 
 

HOP IN YOUR CAR EVENT 
Today from 12:00-1:00.  Come by the church to drop off pies, collect tags from our giving tree (see details below), and 
receive an Advent Calendar for Families!  Don’t forget your masks and plan on a limited visit. 
 

GIVING TREE - IMPORTANT DATES 
We will once again participate in the Giving Tree Program which will include children in Westborough and some from 
the Friends of the Children of Boston.  Each child will receive one gift card for a retailer of their choice.  For most of the 
children this will be their only gift this season.  There are three ways that you can participate.  
 

1. On November 22nd, between 12pm and 1pm, Christmas trees will be set up either in the front entry of the church or 
in the parking lot (weather dependent).  The trees will have tags for each child with the child's age, gender, and retailer 
choice.  The tags and gift cards should be placed in an envelope and returned to the church office or mail slot by 
December 1.  Social distancing will be required at the trees.  
 

2. If you prefer not to go out, you can send a check (payable to The Congregational Church of Westborough) to the 
church office with "Giving Tree" in the memo line to be received by December 1. The address is 57 West Main Street, 
Westborough, MA  01581. 
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3. Alternatively, you can go the church website www.UCCWestboro.org and make a donation online.  Click on the 
dropdown box and select Missions and put "Giving Tree" in the memo line.  All donations must be received by December 
1st so that we can purchase the gift cards and bring them to St. Luke's Parish for distribution. 
 

Thank you in advance for your support of this program.  You will bring a lot of joy to a child on Christmas morning. 
 

Any questions, contact Pam Faustine or a member of the Missions Team. 
 

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
Tuesday, November 24th A LINK to this service will be provided by ENEWS. Contact the church office on Tuesday 
morning if you do not receive it.  

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
Sunday, November 29th We will be looking for volunteers to light the advent wreaths (pre-recorded for worship) and 
sharing a story of a nativity set or crèche that you have. This will be a live sharing (similar to those who gave their 
stewardship stories. 1 -2 minutes). Contact petegrahamiam@icloud.com for the Advent Wreath lighting and reading, or 
revsuerem@gmail.com if you can help with a crèche or nativity set story.  LOOK FOR THE EVANGEL FOR MORE ADVENT 
AND CHRISTMAS EVE INFORMATION, along with ADVENT DEVOTIONALS, and OPPORTUNITIES. 

 
GROCERY CARD PROJECT 

Grocery Card Need: The Westborough Food Pantry is in need of Grocery Gift cards for Thanksgiving in the suggested 
amount of $25.00. The number of families they plan to provide for has increased from 120 families to 250 families right 
in our own community.  

DISMAS HOUSE 
We also continue to serve the men at Dismas House on a regular basis. Our members who provide dinner for these 
residents are also in need of Grocery Gift Cards. 
If you'd like to contribute you can do so in one of 2 ways.  

 Go online to our Church website and make a contribution specifying how you'd like your donation used.  
 Mail a check payable to the Congregational Church to Karen Hutchison at 7 Grant Road Westborough. Our 

Grocery Card Team will deliver the gift cards to the group. 
Thanks-for-giving!       Nancy Quimby, Karen Hutchinson, Sally Petersen 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
We are still officially closed to in-church business.  We are able to serve you by phone, emails and mail.  Let us know 

how we can help you. If you need to visit for business, we suggest you call ahead.  Thank you for your understanding! 
 

HOW TO JOIN US IN LIVE WORSHIP 
If you don’t have a computer, you can join our live worship on Sunday mornings at 10AM by dialing the number which is 

in the eNews sent out every Friday (301 715 8592) and enter the ID and password which can be found in your 
weekly eNews.  And for those who want to watch on their phone – remember to sign in to FACEBOOK live on Sunday 
mornings. Spread the word!! 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 
During this time of separations, please do not forget to contact the prayer chain for prayers  
at eprayers@uccwestboro.org 

 

WATCH CHURCH SERVICE ON CABLE TV 
For those of you who want to watch our Sunday online worship services on your TV, they are being broadcast by 
Westborough TV on cable channels:                     Monday Evenings at 6pm 

Verizon – Channel 24 
Charter/ Spectrum – Channel 191 

If you want to watch it later you can go to the Westborough TV Website www.westboroughtv.org 
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