
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts  
 

 

 

 
 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” 
 Isaiah 40:3 
 
 

 
OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 

 
Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 

believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 

our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 

church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 

ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 

belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 

proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  

We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 

this congregation. 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the service if 

needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Faith Formation after the Time with Children & Youth  

except on Communion Sundays, they will go after the Lord’s Prayer.  Outside 

the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room downstairs 

directly under the sanctuary 

 
Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.  We 

pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Nov 18, 2018                                                                                       10:00 AM  
 
 

“I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.” 

                                                                                                                                      Psalm 9:1     
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME!  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

*OPENING HYMN #718 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” ST. GEORGES WINDSOR 
  

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Psalm 103)   
 

Leader:   O my soul, come, praise the Eternal Lord, with all that is within me, every part of who I 

am, praise God’s holy name. 
 

People: O my soul, come, praise the Eternal Lord.  Sing a song from a grateful heart; sing 

and never forget all the good God has done. 
 

Leader: God forgives, God heals, God delivers us from death and crowns us with unfailing 

love. 
 

People: When our souls are famished and withering, God fills us with good and beautiful 

things. 

All: O my soul, come, praise the Eternal Lord. 
 

 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Holy God, You came into this world and spoke a sacred word about sight for the blind and 

freedom for the prisoner.  Come to this place now.  Speak these words to us until our eyes 

are opened, our faith is unlocked, and we can see the world as it is, and as it could be; until 

the yearnings of all people are taken seriously, the visions of the young are valued, and the 

potential of the old is released; until Your kingdom is celebrated everywhere, and Your 

church is good news to all humankind.  We pray these things in the name of Jesus, who 

taught us to pray, saying…  
  

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

(Everyone may be seated.) 
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A MOMENT WITH YOUR STAFF 

 

BELL ANTHEM “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” NICAEA 

 Children’s Chimes & Bells, dir. by Sue Menzel  

 

CHILDREN’S SCRIPTURE Matthew 25:35-40 (Pew Bible page 807) 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Wendy Reardon 
 

(Kids third grade and under will go to Faith Formation while everyone else greets one another.) 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

  

SERMON SCRIPTURE Isaiah 40: 1-11 (Pew Bible page 581) 
 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord.” 

 
SERMON “A Voice Cries Out” Pete Graham 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

Invitation:  Let us bring our gifts before God with joy and thanksgiving!   
 

 (In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, 

please leave the sheet on the top of the book at the end of the pew.  Thanks!) 

 

 Offertory Anthem “Holy Spirit” by Bryan Torwalt and Katie Torwalt 
 

  Kristina DiTerlizzi, Lucy Stillitano, Julia Tregger 

 

 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (from Feasting on the Word: Lenten Companion) 

O God, You are our God; by Your grace we reap an abundant harvest.  As You fed us by 

Your mercy, may it be our daily bread to do Your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 
 

*CLOSING SONG “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” by Rick Founds 

 Joyspring  
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*BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” by Rick Founds  

 
 

Today’s flowers on the altar are given by Charles & Nancy Gage and Richard & Linda 

Plummer in memory Nancy and Linda’s parents. 

Patty Wyner greeted you and served as liturgist. 

Liz Jarobski and Elaine Moore are Deacons of the day. 

 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR NOV. 18, 2018  
 

New Prayers: Bob Menzel (Jen Keeler’s dad) suffered a heart attack. 

Continued Prayers: Cathie Achorn (for a speedy recovery); Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); Linda 

& Dick Birch; Ron and Nancy Clark’s daughter, Melissa Dickinson.  
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

To date we have received 103 Stewardship pledge cards for 2019, thank you to those that have pledged.  

While this is a good start, there are approximately 40 pledging units that pledged last year that we have not 

received a pledge from for 2019.  To sustain the church that we know and love it is important that everyone 

participate and get their pledge card in ASAP - every pledge makes a difference.  If you haven’t pledged 

yet please drop off your card at the church or put it in the mail.  If you misplaced your pledge card please 

call the church office and we will get a card out to you.  Thank you for your support. The Stewardship 

Committee    

 

GROCERY CARDS 

2018 Goal: $ 8,000                2018 YTD Sales: $5,723.25 

Don’t stop eating now! It will take a huge effort by all of us in order to meet our commitment of $8,000.00 

to the operation budget. Less than that and our budget will face a line item deficit. Bring your checkbook to 

Church and always have a grocery gift card in your pocket for even the quick stops. Together, all things are 

possible, even this challenge!    Thanks-for-giving!    If you can’t make it to church contact Karen 

Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 

or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. They’d be happy to 

deliver them. 
 

 

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

Please join us this Tuesday, Nov. 20
th

 at 7:30 PM for the Interfaith Thanksgiving service.  This year it will 

be at First United Methodist Church, 120 West Main St. 

 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING BASKETS 

Thanks to your generosity, we were able to deliver to St. Luke's $550 in grocery cards for the Thanksgiving 

Interfaith program!!!  St. Luke's Outreach Team has put together 120 baskets of Thanksgiving dinner items 

for needy families in Westborough, and each family will receive a gift card in order to purchase a turkey. 

Thanks to everyone who donated!  Elaine Moore 

  
 

         FIRST ANNUAL THANKSGIVING FOOTBALL GAME & TAILGATE 

Join us next Sunday, November 25
th

 after worship for our first annual Thanksgiving football 

game and tailgate. Wear your school’s colors, bring food, family & friends; and bring your 

“A” game.  If you have any questions, contact Wendy at wendysreardon@yahoo.com. 

 
48

th
 ANNUAL WESTBOROUGH COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER 

The 48
th

 Westborough Thanksgiving Day dinner will begin at 1:00 pm (Thanksgiving Day) at the Knights 

of Columbus Hall in Westborough. All are warmly welcome to this free community event; free 

transportation is available!  To make your reservation or schedule a ride, please call: 508-366-3000.  

Last year, over 100 individuals and families volunteered their time to make the event successful. We need 

volunteers to serve (11:30 am to 2:30 pm) and clean-up (1:30 pm to 3:00 pm) on Thanksgiving Day. If you 

can volunteer, please contact Joe or Annie Pucciarelli by Nov. 18
th

 for info – 508-366-2852 or 

Thanksgiving01581@gmail.com.  This event is what makes Westborough a special community! 

 

WESTBOROUGH INTERFAITH GIVING TREE 

Can you believe it’s that time of year again???  Are you a Black Friday shopper??? Tags for our 2018 

Westborough Interfaith Giving Tree and Framingham Department of Children and Families’ Santa’s 

Elves programs will be available starting TODAY 11/18, and then again on 11/25, and 12/2. We are 

expecting 300 tags this year.  Gifts of all types for children of all ages are available, everything from gift 

cards to warm clothing, diapers to bicycles.  Need a gift for the person who has everything? Donate a gift in 

their honor to a child in need this holiday season. Don’t like to shop? Make a donation and we will do the 

shopping for you. Important details: 

 ALL tags must be SIGNED OUT.  Please see an adult or youth member of our Missions Team to 

sign out the tags at the tables after choosing a tag(s) off the trees. 

 All WRAPPED gifts are due back to the church vestry by noon on Sunday December 9th. 

If you have any questions please contact Kathy Reynolds (774-262-4326) kreynolds118@comcast.net. 

Thank you in advance for your generous support of these great programs! 

 
EVERGREEN FAIR PREPARATIONS 

Grandma’s Attic & Elite Attic – Please donate your white elephant items to the Christmas Fair.  See Nancy 

Gage. For those “priceless” items, antiques, and your grandmother’s silver, please call Elaine Moore 

@ 508-366-8585 or Celeste Chenet-Monte @ 508-561-9804. We are happy to pick your things up. 

 
DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  The next dinner will be Thursday, Dec. 6
th

. Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 

mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:Thanksgiving01581@gmail.com
mailto:kreynolds118@comcast.net
tel:508-366-8585
tel:508-561-9804
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
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BLOOD DRIVE, MONDAY, NOV. 19 

The Veteran’s Advisory Board is sponsoring a Blood Drive, tomorrow from 1PM-7PM at First United 

Methodist Church, 120 West Main St. Please consider donating.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Directory of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNia_0k7_YAhXkSN8KHW0qDrgQjRwIBw&url=http://advancedaquariumconcepts.com/axolotl-care-guide/&psig=AOvVaw1ZKNNabRe-vrEPXw8u4YOE&ust=1515184407351827
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://t3.ftcdn.net/jpg/00/96/58/02/500_F_96580207_vt1qCEGsAFb1ucZVhOVUN18AWNhRMo87.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.fotolia.com/id/96580207&docid=nqyJpYxdgFQaAM&tbnid=XluhksrWhhayCM:&vet=1&w=500&h=500&hl=en&bih=731&biw=1440&ved=0ahUKEwjAmP-zk7_YAhUJGt8KHbs9De4Q__EBCAM&iact=c&ictx=1
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     NOV. 18TH   -  NOV. 25TH 
 

 
Nov 18 Thanksgiving Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 
11:15 AM Music Committee 
11:30 AM TPC/Kerygma Rm 
11:30 AM Kids’ Chimes and Bells 
2:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
5:30 PM GSA/vestry 
6:30 AM GSA/Kerygma 
 

Nov 19 Monday –office closed 
6:30 PM BSA Pack/Vestry 
7:00 PM Mission Committee/Kerygma Room 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Nov 20 Tuesday  
7:30 PM Interfaith Thanksgiving Service/Methodist Church 
 

Nov 21 Wednesday –Evangel Deadline 
9:00 AM Weaver’s Guild/Vestry 
6-9 PM Westboro Garden Club/Vestry 
 
Nov 22 Thursday - office closed 

                   

Nov 23 Friday – office closed 
 

Nov 24 Saturday (no scheduled events) 
 

Nov 25 Confirmation Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 
11:15 AM Deacon’s Meeting 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTuMmhrdTeAhVqS98KHZSJAlUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://happythanksgivingimages.info/thanksgiving-clipart.html/print-2&psig=AOvVaw2Mbx-71TgEgPOaS6qI20IG&ust=1542301029236290
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://melbournechapter.net/images/happy-thanksgiving-clipart-3.png&imgrefurl=https://melbournechapter.net/explore/happy-thanksgiving-clipart/&docid=OHu5gpQOsVqlrM&tbnid=HQXG7IJI7K60DM:&vet=1&w=600&h=496&hl=en&bih=875&biw=1280&ved=0ahUKEwiPvra8u9TeAhUCTd8KHQLbA_8Q__EBCAM&iact=c&ictx=1

