
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
 

 

 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 

believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 

our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 

church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 

ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 

belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 

proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  

We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 

this congregation. 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the service if 

needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Faith Formation after the Time with Children & Youth  

except on Communion Sundays, they will go after the Lord’s Prayer.  Outside 

the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room downstairs 

directly under the sanctuary 

 
Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.  We 

pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Nov 11, 2018                                                                                       10:00 AM  
 

“Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!” 
 

VETERAN SUNDAY 
 

LAST SUNDAY FOR PASTOR PAUL AND IRENE 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 
 

WELCOME!  Wendy Reardon 
 

*OPENING SONG “Blessed Be Your Name” by Matt and Beth Redman 
 

VERSE 1 
 

Blessed Be Your Name 

In the land that is plentiful 

Where Your streams of abundance flow 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed Be Your name 

When I'm found in the desert place 

Though I walk through the wilderness 

Blessed Be Your name 
 

PRE-CHORUS 
 

Every blessing You pour out 

I'll turn back to praise 

When the darkness closes in, Lord 

Still I will say 
 

CHORUS 
 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your glorious name 
 

VERSE 2 
 

Blessed be Your name 

When the sun's shining down on me 

When the world's 'all as it should be' 

Blessed be Your name 
 

Blessed be Your name 
On the road marked with suffering 

Though there's pain in the offering 

Blessed be Your name 

PRE-CHORUS 
 

Every blessing You pour out 

I'll turn back to praise 

When the darkness closes in, Lord 

Still I will say 
 

CHORUS 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your glorious name 
 

BRIDGE 
 

You give and take away 

You give and take away 

My heart will choose to say 
Lord, blessed be Your name 
 

CHORUS 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your glorious name 

 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your glorious name 
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*CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

Leader:   Loving God, You have given us this good land as our heritage.  Help us always 

remember Your generosity and seek to do Your will. 
 

People: Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance and 

from doing evil. 
 

Leader: Help us to defend freedom and give those who we have entrusted with the authority of 

government the spirit of wisdom, that there may be justice and peace in our land. 
 

People: When times are prosperous, let our hearts be thankful, and in troubled times, do 

not let our trust in You fail.  We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

 

*OPENING UNISON PRAYER 

God, it is good to be here.  It is good to come away from life’s routine to experience Your 

presence.  May the Holy Spirit be at work among us as we say together the prayer Jesus 

taught us,  
   

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

(Everyone may be seated.) 
 

CHILDREN’S SCRIPTURE Luke 18:15-17 Pew Bible page 853 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Pastor Paul and Beartholomew 
 

(Kids third grade and under will go to Faith Formation while everyone else greets one another.) 

 

BELL ANTHEM “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” Traditional folk tune 

 Festival Ringers, dir. by Sue Menzel arr. Bruce Greer 

 Clarinet, Tom Erwin 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND RECOGNITION OF VETERANS Peter Graham 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

Invitation:  Let us bring our gifts before God with joy and thanksgiving!   
 

 (In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, 

please leave the sheet on the top of the book at the end of the pew.  Thanks!) 
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 Offertory Anthem “Shine, Shine, Shine” Traditional Spiritual, 

   arr. Nick Page 

Please join us in singing (half-way through the song): 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. (x3) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Ev’rywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. (x3) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

All around the world, I’m gonna let it shine. (x3) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Gracious God, receive this offering of our service and the gift of our lives to carry Your love 

from this place to a world in need.  This we pray in Christ’s name, Amen. 

 

SERMON SCRIPTURE I Thessalonians 5:12-19 Pew Bible page 961 
 

St. Paul offers some closing thoughts to the church in Thessalonica, Greece. 

 
SERMON “Closing Words…” Pastor Paul Sangree 

 
ENDING OF THE MINISTRY OF PASTOR PAUL SANGREE AND IRENE BAGDOIAN 

   Rev. Kelly Gallagher 
 

Leader: On Sept. 1
st
, 2012, the Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of 

Christ, called Rev. Paul Sangree. 
 

Pastor Paul: I thank all of you for the love, kindness and support you have shown me during 

all of my years here.  I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made.  I am 

grateful for the ways my leadership has been accepted.  As I leave, I carry with 

me all that I have learned here. 
 

PEOPLE: We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and accept that you now 

leave to minister elsewhere.  We express our gratitude for your time among 

us.  We ask your forgiveness for our mistakes.  Your influence on our faith 

and faithfulness will not leave us as you leave. 
 

Leader: Do you, the members and friends of the Congregational Church of Westborough, 

now release Pastor Paul Sangree and Irene Bagdoian from their ministry among 

you? 

PEOPLE: We do, with the help of God. 
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Leader: Do you offer your encouragement for their future ministry and Pastor Paul 

becoming Associate Conference Minister of the Vermont Conference? 
 

PEOPLE: We do, with the help of God. 
 

Leader: Do you, Pastor Paul and Irene, release this local church from turning to you and 

depending on you? 
 

Pastor Paul and Irene:  We do, with the help of God. 
 

Leader: Do you offer your encouragement for the continued ministry here and on the 

relationship with another who will come to serve? 
 

Pastor Paul and Irene:  We do, with the help of God. 

 

WITNESS OF THE ASSOCIATION/CONFERENCE 
 

PRAYER OF SENDING  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

*CLOSING HYMN #85           “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” (The Navy Hymn) MELITA 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 
 
 

 Leader: We are a community of: 
 

 PEOPLE: OPEN DOORS-AND GROWING FAITH! 
 

*POSTLUDE “Shine, Shine, Shine” Traditional Spiritual, 

   arr. Nick Page 
 

We honor those who proudly served our country: 
 

Dean B. Arvidson, Adrianna Baltimore, Dexter P. Blois, Brett S. Borglund, Christopher Bramley, Jr., 

Daniel Byers, George Colwell, Harrison K. Cook, Kevin Davis, James F. Duncan, Donald R. Foss, 

Charles H. Gage, Douglas A. Hall, Ray Harrold, David V. Hero, Charles R. Hillier, Ronald MacKendrick, 

John C. MacLean, Robert H. Markert, Thomas C. Morgan, Judith C. Oliver, Richard D. Passler,  

Steven H. Rabidou, Arthur P.Smith, Milton H. Steen, Darrell W. Simino, James J. Tepper, Douglas E. Uhlman, 

Douglas G. Wales, Edward C. Wong. 
 

We honor the memory of Christopher Bramley; Richard A. Clapp, G. Gordon Dwyer, Edward C. Erickson, 

Howard K. Fay, Jr., Charles A. Flood, George Hoogasian, Ralph R. Keyes, Norris A. Lukey, Stanley R. Melin, 

Martin E. Newark, Russell H. Nordwell, James Michael Price, and Thomas E. Walker, who served our country 

and are now safely home in the arms of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
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*We welcome Rev. Kelly Gallagher, Associate Conference Minister of the Central Association 

and the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ for Pastor Paul’s last Sunday. 

 

*We give thanks for the service of our Veterans today.  We will be ringing our church bell at 

11:11 AM today in conjunction with bells all across the country and world in honor of the 100
th
 

anniversary of the end of World War I and as a symbol of our desire for peace. 

 

The flowers on the altar are given by Linda Borglund in memory of her mother Ellen Bennett. 

Doug Wales greeted you and served as liturgist. 

Steve Achorn and Theresa DiMeo are Deacons of the day. 

 

Our children and many adults are making pies this morning as part of our Great Pie Challenge!  
We will be sharing these pies with needy families around Thanksgiving, as well as making them 
available after church on Sunday, Nov. 18th 

 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR NOV. 11, 2018  
 

Continued Prayers: Cathie Achorn (for a speedy recovery); Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); Linda 

& Dick Birch; Jeffrey Bramley; Anna Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen Gavel and the Oevermanns; 

Ron and Nancy Clark’s daughter, Melissa Dickinson.  
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

SERMON SCRIPTURE BIBLE STUDY EVERY SUNDAY AT 9AM 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9AM in the Chapel downstairs for a Bible Study focused on the 

sermon Scripture of the day!  We always have a great discussion-please join us! 
 

GROCERY CARDS 

2018 Goal: $ 8,000                2018 YTD Sales: $5,584.00 

The Great Pie Challenge as well as the Interfaith Thanksgiving Program are seeking support for their 

Thanksgiving programs to help our neighbors in need.  The Great Pie Challenge would appreciate  

receiving Stop and Shops gift cards in any amount to purchase ingredients for their pie baking. The 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Program is asking for $25.00 gifts cards so that clients at the Westborough Food  

Pantry can purchase a turkey to complete their Thanksgiving dinner. Stop by the Missions Table after 

Church for more information about these programs. And then stop by the Grocery Card table to make  

your purchase of a gift card. We’ll be waiting for you and will get your gift card to the right program. Just 

bring your checkbook to Church! Thanks-for-giving!  Thanks!  If you can’t make it to church contact 

Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 

or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. They’d be happy to 

deliver them. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiAzYCStcXeAhUSJt8KHWNRDJkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_49670823_stock-vector-pie-slice-vector-icon.html&psig=AOvVaw3Woz59qWv8Yo3liO64zxN8&ust=1541787750867047
mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING PROGRAM! 

For several years St. Luke's has been carefully identifying needy families in Westborough through the Food 

Pantry and school nurses.  If you would like to support this program by donating a $25 gift card from Stop 

& Shop or Roche Brothers, you may drop off a gift card at our church office and we will get the cards to St. 

Luke's by Sunday, November 18.  (As you know, you have the opportunity to purchase your cards on 

Sunday morning or in the church office.)   
 

                FIRST ANNUAL THANKSGIVING FOOTBALL GAME & TAILGATE 

Join us on Sunday, November 25
th

 after worship for our first annual Thanksgiving football 

game and tailgate. Wear your school’s colors, bring food, family & friends; and bring your 

“A” game.  If you have any questions, contact Wendy at wendysreardon@yahoo.com. 
 

THANKSGIVING DISPLAY 

Please consider donating fresh vegetables, gourds, pumpkins etc. for our Thanksgiving table in the 

Sanctuary.  There will be boxes downstairs in the library for all donations starting this Sunday.  The 

decorations will be used for the Thanksgiving Sunday service which is Nov. 18
th

 so we would appreciate it 

if they were available for Friday, Nov. 16
th

.  Thank you, the flower committee. 
 

48
th

 ANNUAL WESTBOROUGH COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER 

The 48
th

 Westborough Thanksgiving Day dinner will begin at 1:00 pm (Thanksgiving Day) at the Knights 

of Columbus Hall in Westborough. All are warmly welcome to this free community event; free 

transportation is available!  To make your reservation or schedule a ride, please call: 508-366-3000.  

Last year, over 100 individuals and families volunteered their time to make the event successful. We need 

volunteers to serve (11:30 am to 2:30 pm) and clean-up (1:30 pm to 3:00 pm) on Thanksgiving Day. If you 

can volunteer, please contact Joe or Annie Pucciarelli by Nov. 18
th

 for info – 508-366-2852 or 

Thanksgiving01581@gmail.com.  This event is what makes Westborough a special community! 

 

DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  The next dinner will be Thursday, Dec. 6
th

. Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Directory of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 
 

mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:Thanksgiving01581@gmail.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiNia_0k7_YAhXkSN8KHW0qDrgQjRwIBw&url=http://advancedaquariumconcepts.com/axolotl-care-guide/&psig=AOvVaw1ZKNNabRe-vrEPXw8u4YOE&ust=1515184407351827
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://t3.ftcdn.net/jpg/00/96/58/02/500_F_96580207_vt1qCEGsAFb1ucZVhOVUN18AWNhRMo87.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.fotolia.com/id/96580207&docid=nqyJpYxdgFQaAM&tbnid=XluhksrWhhayCM:&vet=1&w=500&h=500&hl=en&bih=731&biw=1440&ved=0ahUKEwjAmP-zk7_YAhUJGt8KHbs9De4Q__EBCAM&iact=c&ictx=1
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 CALENDAR     NOV. 11TH   -  NOV. 18TH
 
 

 
Nov 11 Veterans’ Sunday 
9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 
10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 
5:30 PM GSA/vestry 
 

Nov 12 Monday 
7:30 PM Troop Comm/Kerygma Rm 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Nov 13 Tuesday  
10AM-Noon Crafts/Vestry 
7:00 PM Trustees/Kerygma Rm 
7:00 PM Festival Ringers 
 

Nov 14 Wednesday 
9:00 AM Weaver’s Guild/Vestry 
6-9 PM Westboro Garden Club/Vestry 
6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 PM JoySpring Rehearsal 
7:30 PM “The Well”/Chapel 
 
Nov 15 Thursday 
9:00 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
2:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm  
4:30 PM GSA/Vestry  
6:00 PM Confirmation Meeting/Kerygma Rm 
 

Nov 16 Friday (no events scheduled) 
 

Nov 17 Saturday  
9:00 AM Flower Comm. Decorates Sanctuary for Thanksgiving 
 

Nov 18 Sunday 
9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 
10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 
11:15 AM Music Committee 
11:30 AM TPC/Kerygma Rm 
11:30 AM Kids’ Chimes and Bells 
2:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
5:30 PM GSA/vestry 
6:30 AM GSA/Kerygma 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMI6_P7goj8yAIVgdk-Ch3JkQBG&url=http://www.cliparthut.com/www-for-veterans-day-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNFXQxwklImqtBxcCNk9tyedLP9g1A&ust=1446908416994612

