
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

57 West Main, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581 
 
 

October 3, 2021 
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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

   
Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

         October 3, 2021 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 9:55 AM 
INVITING THE WORD 

 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Pete Graham 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   (based on a litany by Thom Shuman) Liturgist  Dana Crawford  
 Leader: We come, drawn by the presence of God, into that community called faith:  

People: Where the hungry are served first; Where the thirsty drink life’s water. 
Leader: We come, for God gathers us, into that haven called hope:  
People: Where the despairing are clothed in robes of comfort; Where the stranger 

is embraced as one held dear. 
Leader: We come, with hearts full of song, into that home called grace:  
People: Where the signs of God’s promise surround us; Where the Good 

Shepherd seeks out every last sheep. 
Leader: We come, welcomed with open arms, into that family called love: 
People: Where all are welcomed, all are valued, all are needed, and where we 

worship God together as one. 
 

*OPENING SONG #393 “One Bread, One Body” ONE BREAD, ONE BODY  
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION        by Richard Rosenberg (worldprayers.org) Liturgist 
 O Lord our God, wellspring of all that is, You are the sea on which we float, You are 

the wind that fills our sails, You are the storm that buffets us, You are the calm that 
brings us peace.  Open our ears to hear Your word, open our eyes to see Your 
beauty, open our hearts to be warmed by Your love.  Free us from our lonely prisons 
of fear and selfishness and make us over, day by day, into bearers of Your peace.  
We ask this in Jesus’ name, who taught us to pray, saying… 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Liturgist 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

 

YOUTH MOMENT  
 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 7:21-27   Liturgist 
 NRSV (Pew Bible page 788) 
 

REFLECTION  Pete Graham 
 

 RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM “Taste and See” Composed by Michael Helman 
 Chancel Choir 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER    
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS  
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
O Beloved God, we give You thanks for inviting us to Your table and sharing Your 
feast. May we know that we have been fed with love and grace, and may we follow 
You out in the world, ambassadors of Your hope and peace. Amen. 

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
 Invitation   Pete Graham   

 Offertory     

                               “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera”    
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*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) by Carol Penner   Liturgist 
 God of grace, it is our delight and our devotion to give these gifts to You.  All we are 

and all we have are Yours alone.  Accept this joyful offering as a token of our abiding 
love: use it to bring peace, justice and comfort to all the world.  Amen. 

 

BEING THE CHURCH 
 

*CLOSING SONG “Go Ye Now in Peace” Joyce Elaine Eilers  
Go ye now in peace and know that the love of God will guide you. Feel his presence here 
beside you showing you the way. In your time of trouble, when hurt and despair are there to 
grieve you, know that the Lord will never leave you. He will bring you courage. Know that 
the God who sent his Son to die that you might live will never leave you lost and alone in His 
beloved world. Go ye now in peace. Go ye now in peace. 

   
*BENEDICTION  Pete Graham 

 
  
The service is ended – If you are joining us on Zoom, please wait while we invite you back into our 
gallery for our virtual coffee hour. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
 
Matthew 7:21-27  New Revised Standard Version 
 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the 
one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of 
power in your name?’ 23 Then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; go away from me, you 
evildoers.’ 
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24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who 
built his house on rock. 25 The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. 26 And everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on 
sand. 27 The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and 
it fell—and great was its fall!” 
 

Prayers 

Continued Prayers: Charlie Gage; Betty Gray’s niece Heather and family; Bob Markert; Sue 
Menzel’s brother Michael Lawton; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
Beaumont:  Dan Byers, recovering from a broken hip. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 
                                                                   FELLOWSHIP HOUR 

Thank you to Linda Borglund and Cathie Achorn for hosting Fellowship Hour last 

Sunday. It was a wonderful celebration honoring Bonnie’s retirement. 
 

Fellowship Hour needs folks to sign up to make and serve coffee. The sign up sheet is 
beside the tables downstairs in the vestry. A “how to” manual is available next to the coffee 
machine in the kitchen showing how to make coffee/tea. All prepackaged snacks and 
milk/cream are provided. Just arrive at 9:30 to start making coffee. No worries as we can pair 
you up with Linda Borglund or Steve Lindberg to mentor you. We follow Covid guidelines. Thank 
you 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

We will be meeting in-person in the Vestry tomorrow night, October 4th.  6:30 social time, 7:00 

business meeting. There will not be a program…but we have a lot of information to share and a 
lot to catch up on. 
The Mission for the month is The Purse Project, Westborough. This program is run through the 
Westborough Public Library where new or gently used purses are filled with new personal care 
items.  They are then donated to non-profit organizations that give them to the needy. 
We will be experimenting with combining the in-person meeting with ZOOM so that those who 
cannot make it can interact with those at the church.  I will be sending out details using my 
Women’s Fellowship email list.  If you do not currenlty get my mailings, please let me know by 
sending me your e-mail address (dkmnm@aol.com). 
We are looking forward to ‘Reconnecting’! 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:dkmnm@aol.com
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP YARD SALE – SATURDAY, OCT 9TH 

Women’s Fellowship is having a yard sale October 9th from 8am to 2pm.  We 

will not be taking clothes, just stuff that you need to get rid of.  I am looking 
for people to help set up, work and take down on Saturday. If you can only do 
an hour that would be great.  I am also looking for people to help with set up 

Friday night. The drop off will be the week of Oct 4th-8th.  You can drop off during the office 
hours during the week up to Thursday night. Please clearly label that it is for the yard Sale. 
Please do not drop off earlier as we do not have space in the library. 

 
 

                     CROP WALK – OCTOBER 17th 

Please join us Sunday, October 17th for the 44th Annual Westborough 

Area C.R.O.P. (Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty) Hunger 
Walk.  The walk will begin at the Congregational Church of Westborough 
at 1:00 P.M.  Registration begins at 12:30 PM. Call 
508-847-9689 or visit crophungerwalk.org.  Please consider walking 

and/or sponsoring.  25% of all proceeds go to the Westborough Food Pantry.  
Thank you,   Al Hutchinson, Local C.R.O.P. Walk Treasurer 

 
HABITAT WORK DAY – OCTOBER 23, 2021 

Join us on Saturday, October 23, 2021 for a Habitat for Humanity build day.  Our destination is 

81 Harrison Street in Worcester and our job will be to help build a three unit townhouse.  The 
units will have 2 to 4 bedrooms each.  Skilled, unskilled, all are welcome to help.  The work day 
starts at 8:00 a.m. and ends at around 4 p.m.  Tools are provided or you can bring your own.  
We can take six to eight people so sign up early.  For any questions or to sign up please call Pam 
Faustine at 978-505-7031 or pfaustine@princeton-ma.us.  This is our opportunity to help three 
families have safe, decent, affordable housing in our community. 

 
GROCERY CARDS ARE BACK! 

We will be selling grocery cards again after church on Sundays!  For now we will set up a table 

on the front lawn-weather permitting. Please come see us! You may also purchase cards in the 
church office during office hours. (Tuesday –Friday  9am - 1pm).  And of course, our Grocery 
Card Team is still here and always available for delivery! Call or text us your orders. Karen 
Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or 
nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. Thank you 
all for continuing to support this important program for our church! 
 
 

mailto:pfaustine@princeton-ma.us
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Oct 3 Communion Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
 

Oct. 4 Monday (closed) 
 WF Opening Meeting/Vestry  
  

Oct 5 Tuesday  
6:30-7:30 PM Bell Rehearsal/Chapel  
  

Oct 6 Wednesday   
6:30-8:30 PM Chancel Choir 
   

Oct 7 Thursday  
 

Oct 8 Friday  
 

Oct 9 Saturday  
8AM-2PM WF Yard Sale 
 

Oct 10 Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship Service  
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