
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

57 West Main, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581 

 
 

October 23, 2022 
10:00 AM 

 
 

 

   
 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         

Photo: Deb Boucher 

 
 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

To our worshipping community, especially to parents:  God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel 
you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift 
to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we 

give smiles of encouragement to parents! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor – bdorsi64@outlook.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

 Deb Boucher, Communications Coordinator – deb.boucher.15@gmail.com  
 

Office hours: Tuesday – Friday 9am – 1pm  
Monday - Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough


2 

 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

October 23. 2022 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

INTROIT “Nothing Can Trouble” Composed by Jacques Berthier 
  Performed by the Chancel Choir 
 

 INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME     Linda Birch 
 

*OPENING SONG “Here I Am to Worship” Composed by Tim Hughes 
 JoySpring Songbook #10 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP based on Exodus 17:1-7 (re-worship.blogspot.com)     Steve Achorn 
 

Leader: Come, all who thirst—come to the water! 
People: You who long for the water of life—come and drink! 
Leader: Dip your soul in the river of God’s goodness; 
People: Quench your thirst at God’s well of grace. 
Leader: For God is here among us, offering living water to all who would drink! 
People: Let’s worship God together! 

 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)  from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2012             Steve Achorn 
 God of love, plant us in the soil of Your grace.  Nurture us with the strength of Christ, the vine 
of everlasting life.  Enlighten us with the wisdom of Your Spirit, which flows through us today 
and all days.  Abide in us, that we may abide in You and live in Your love.  We pray this in the 
name of Jesus, who taught us to pray, saying… 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Steve Achorn 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
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 RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Amy Glennon 
Children leave for Sunday School 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)   Steve Achorn 
Gracious Lord, You created the whole world and called it good, but we look out at Your world 
and see division and suffering. You call us to be people of peace and kindness, but we often 
choose division over diversity and confrontation over civility, conflict over peace born of 
justice. You call us to love the least among us, but often we hear the cries of the oppressed 
and choose our own comfort. We allow senseless suffering rather than sacrifice for our 
neighbors. Forgive us. Grant us fresh vision to see one another as siblings in Christ. Help us, 
through faith in Christ, be part of bringing forth Your peaceable kingdom. Amen 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  Steve Achorn 
 

HYMN #628 “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” PRECIOUS LORD 
 

SCRIPTURES Psalm 32:1, Mark 11:25,  Linda Birch 
 Isaiah 41:10-13, Matthew 6:24  
  

REFLECTION  Cathie Achorn 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM “Truth Be Told” Composed by Matthew West
 Performed by the Chancel Choir and Carly Pearce 
 

Lie #1: "You're supposed to have it all together." 
And when they ask, "How you're doing?" 
Just smile and tell them, "Never better." 

Lie #2: "Everybody's life is perfect, except yours. 
So keep your messes and your wounds 

And your secrets safe with you behind closed doors." 
Truth be told, the truth is rarely told. 

 

I say I'm fine, yeah I'm fine, oh I'm fine, hey I'm fine, but I'm not; I'm broken. 
And when it's out of control, I say it's under control, but it's not; And you know it. 

I don't know why it's so hard to admit it, 
When being honest is the only way to fix it? 

There's no failure, no fall, there's no sin you don't already know, 
So let the truth be told. 
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There's a sign on the door, says "Come As You Are," but I doubt it. 
'Cause if we lived like it was true, every Sunday morning pew would be crowded. 

But didn't you say that church should look more like a hospital - 
A safe place for the sick, the sinner, the scarred and the prodigals. 

Just like me. 
Well truth be told, the truth is rarely told. 

 

Oh, am I the only one who says: 
I'm fine, yeah I'm fine, oh I'm fine, hey I'm fine, but I'm not; I'm broken. 

And when it's out of control, I say it's under control, but it's not; And you know it. 
I don't know why it's so hard to admit it, 

When being honest is the only way to fix it? 
There's no failure, no fall, there's no sin you don't already know, 

So let the truth be told. 
 

Can I really stand here unashamed, 
Knowing that your love for me won't change? 

Oh God, if that's really true, then let the truth be told. 
 

I'm fine, yeah I'm fine, oh I'm fine, hey I'm fine, but I'm not; I'm broken. 
And when it's out of control, I say it's under control, but it's not; And you know it. 

I don't know why it's so hard to admit it, 
When being honest is the only way to fix it? 

There's no failure, no fall, there's no sin you don't already know, 
Yeah, I know. 

There's no failure, no fall, there's no sin you don't already know, 
So let the truth be told. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Cathie Achorn 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS  Steve Achorn 
 

 Invitation    
  

 Offertory   
 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 
 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Steve Achorn 
 Our heavenly Father, in this offering we consecrate ourselves to You.  We will be friendly to 
others and we will help and serve You in every possible way.  And because we show 
ourselves friendly, grant that we may have Jesus Christ for our great Friend, in whose Name 
we make this offering of our money and ourselves. Amen. 

 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT  Jack Glennon 
 

*CLOSING SONG #17 “O Worship the King” (vs. 1-3) LYONS 
 

*BENEDICTION   
 

Linda Birch and Steve Achorn serve as liturgists today. 
Linda Borglund and Theresa DiMeo are deacons of the day. 
 

Prayers 

New Prayers: Rev. Betsy; Tom Morgan’s brother Harry; Dee Mumby, Cathie Achorn’s mother. 
Continued Prayers: Dan Byers; Marge Butcher is asking for prayers for Amelia, age 8 who is having 
seizures; Nancy Walker (Deb Boucher’s mom); Roberta Di Terlizzi’s mother Donata; Dan (a friend of 
Deb and Rich Boucher); Daniel Oliver, grandson of Judith Oliver; The Lord family. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let 
a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

SCRIPTURES:  
Psalm 32:1 
1 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
 

Mark 11:25 
25 “Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father in 
heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.”[a] 
 

Isaiah 41:10-13 
10 O my threshed and winnowed one, what I have heard from the Lord of hosts, 
    the God of Israel, I announce to you.   11 The oracle concerning Dumah.  One is calling to me from 
Seir, “Sentinel, what of the night? Sentinel, what of the night?” 12 The sentinel says: 
“Morning comes and also the night. If you will inquire, inquire; come back again.” 
13 The oracle concerning the desert plain.  In the scrub of the desert plain you will lodge, 
    O caravans of Dedanites. 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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Matthew 6:24 
24 “No one can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.[a] 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PARISH LIFE ACTIVITY AFTER CHURCH TODAY 
After church on Sunday, we will be putting 600 Halloween treat bags together for the TOWN TRICK 
OR TREAT NIGHT, which is October 25th 4-7pm.  Please join us! 

 

2023 STEWARDSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT FOR 10/20/22 
This year’s stewardship theme is “From bread and cup to Faith and giving.”  The first part of this 
theme may well conjure up images of Jesus in the upper room, serving the disciples, who would 
ultimately be spreading his word.  He instilled faith and service in them, which can certainly apply to 
us today.  Not only can we live out our faith on a daily basis, but we can also give to others through 
our outreach to and missions within the community.  The Stewardship Committee asks you to 
consider pledging to the 2023 campaign to celebrate our new pastor, Rev. Betsy Dorsi, and to show 
her our continuing support. 

 

FOOD PANTRY - PASTA SAUCE! 
Thank you to everyone who donated beef stew and beef soup.  The basket and box were full! The 
Food Pantry has lots of pasta but not much sauce so - we will be collecting jars of pasta sauce for the 
next two weeks.  Plain, meat, garlic, vegetables, spicy - all varieties are good. The need for food has 
increased dramatically and our donations are really helping local families.  (Wegman’s has had an 
ongoing sale of their brand pasta and sauces for only 99¢) 
 

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR HURRICANE FIONA AND IAN RELIEF 

We have all seen the terrible devastation caused by hurricanes Fiona and Ian in Puerto Rico and 

Florida in recent weeks.  Clean-up and rebuilding will take years.  We are taking a special collection 
to help with the long-term rebuilding efforts.  The UCC, through their One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering, is already gearing up to help residents effected by the storms as they have done after major 
disasters.  The UCC had a task force set up for almost eight years after hurricane Katrina and has 
relief efforts in Kentucky to rebuild following devastating tornados and floods.  Funds collected are 
used for immediate needs (food, temporary shelter) and longer term for rebuilding homes.  
Envelopes are available at the rear of the church and the church office.  You can place donations in 
the collection plate marked "hurricane relief" or mail them to the church office.  You can also donate 
online at the church website. Thank you for your generous support.  The Mission Team   

 

WESTBORO DOWNTOWN TRICK OR TREAT OCT 25TH 

There will be a Westboro Downtown Trick or Treat on Tuesday, Oct 25th. 4-7pm. We need 

Halloween costumed volunteers to give out Halloween candy at our booth on the front lawn. Set up 
is at 3:30 pm. We also need donations of candy or a Stop & Shop card. See Cathie Achorn 508-380-
8671. 
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                                THE GREAT PIE CHALLENGE 
We can’t be successful without you!!!  What can you do to help?          
#1  DONATE “INGREDIENTS” apples, flour, butter, sugar, canned pumpkin pie or 
grocery cards. 

                  #2 “PIE MAKERS!”  of ALL AGES (w/rolling pins and aprons) 
 

~On November 20th our PIES will be once again donated and delivered to The Curtis Family 
Thanksgiving Dinner Project.  
 

~We will be collecting donations EVERY SUNDAY through Nov. 13th.  
 

~We will be MAKING PIES on SUNDAYS             NOVEMBER 6TH and 13TH, After church  

 
GROCERY CARDS 

     Year to Date Profit:  $ 3,674.50                                                    Goal for 2022: $6,000.00 
 

The Grocery Card Team has made a commitment to the Church to raise $6,000 towards the 

Operation Budget for 2022. If you shop at Stop & Shop, Roche Bros., or Price Chopper to buy your 
groceries, you can help by purchasing a grocery gift card to do your shopping. How to buy a gift card? 
All you need is cash or a checkbook. 
1.) You'll find us in the foyer after worship on Sunday morning.  
2.) Grocery cards are available in the Church Office during regular Office hours. (Tuesdays & 
Thursdays 9am-1pm and Wednesdays 9am-Noon) 
3.) Delivery! Don't be shy. Just let us know and we are happy to deliver cards to your home! 
 

Shop local and stay well. Thanks! The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com, Sally Petersen 508.259.2788 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com, Nancy Quimby 774-
843-4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com 
 

 

   

Oct 26  Wednesday  
3:30 PM  Journey Home 
6:30-8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal/Music Rm 
 

Oct 27  Thursday 
 

Oct 28  Friday  
 

Oct 29  Saturday 
 

Oct 30  Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship 

Oct 23  Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship 
 

Oct 24  Monday (office closed) 
 

Oct 25  Tuesday 
4PM -7PM Trick or Treat Parade 
6:30-8PM Bells Rehearse 
  Dinner at Dismas House 

 

mailto:sbpetersen4@gmsil.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com

