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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

To our worshipping community, especially to parents:  God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel 
you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift 
to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we 

give smiles of encouragement to parents! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor – bdorsi64@outlook.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

 Deb Boucher, Communications Coordinator – deb.boucher.15@gmail.com  
 

Office hours: Tuesday – Friday 9am – 1pm  
Monday - Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

October 2, 2022 World Communion Sunday 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE 
 

INTROIT “Be Still and Know That I Am God” Chancel Choir 
  

 INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME     Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

*OPENING SONG  “The Heart of Worship” Written by Matt Redman
 JoySpring Songbook #9 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP       Darvin Kapitz 
 

(adapted from Hymn In Christ There is no East or West by John Oxenham) 
One: Come from the East and the West, the North and the South to sit at Christ’s table. 
Many: For in Christ there is no division, just one community of love. 
One: Come black, white, brown, red… 
Many: In Christ there is no color, no slave or free, no women or men; just family. 
One: Come from the East and the West, the North and the South; 
Many: Come and meet as one joyous true community in Christ. 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (unison)                Darvin Kapitz 
 Dear Lord, we know that it was Your desire that all of Your followers be united into one 
family and You prayed , “May they all be one”. This day, as Christians all over the world put 
aside their differences in theology, creed and practice to celebrate their oneness in You, we 
ask You to be with us and with every gathering around Your table. Help us cross the 
boundaries of space and time so we may spiritually all sit around the table at which You 
preside. May our participation in this common meal help us understand that our allegiance is 
to You, not to theology, creed or tradition. Help us live this truth as Christians in our 
congregation, our community and beyond. We ask this in Your sacred name O Savior, and we 
continue to pray using the words You gave to us all.   
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Darvin Kapitz 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

  

  RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION BEFORE CONFESSING OUR SINS TO GOD AND ONE ANOTHER 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)   Darvin Kapitz 
O Lord, we know how important unity amongst Your disciples is to You, yet we let simple 
differences of opinion or preference cause rifts amongst us. It seems there is always someone 
not speaking to another. We choose our sides, gather our friends around us and brace for a 
slight, a disagreement or power play. We are too quick to judge and condemn each other and 
too slow to listen, welcome and embrace. Help us to make unity a priority within our 
Congregation, and acceptance a goal for each of us. Help us all be one in and through and with 
You.  Amen 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

*HYMN “Here in This Place (Gather Us In)” GATHER US IN 
 

SCRIPTURES Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4;  Luke 19:1-10     (pew Bible pgs 762 & 854) 
 

SERMON “What if the Table is Round?” Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM “Taste and See” Written by Michael Helman
 Chancel Choir  

 

Taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
Bread of life, cup of salvation, come to the banquet of love. 

 

Lord, you write your name upon our hearts; 
Praise and thanks we give to you. 

Come and share the Word of life and love; 
Gracious God we give you glory. 

 

Lord, you rule o'er all creation, tending all with loving hand. 
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You gave us your Son, the Bread of Life; 
Loving God we give you glory. 

 

Praise to you, O God, Creator. 
Praise to Christ, Redeemer, King. 
Praise the Spirit who brings unity. 

Triune God we give you glory! 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside cover of your hymn book) 
 

INVOCATION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS  
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  (Unison) 
 O Lord, we thank You for including us at Your table. May the food and drink we shared with 
all of Your followers around the world, unite us spiritually as brothers and sisters and 
strengthen us to work together to bring Your dream of justice, peace and love throughout 
our world. Amen 

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
 Invitation    
  

 Offertory   
 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 
 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
 



5 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Darvin Kapitz 
 Lord accept these offerings given from grateful hearts. Help them, united with the gifts given 
by Your people everywhere, further the spread of the Gospel through word and deed until all 
of Your children hear and accept its Good News.  Amen 

 

BEING THE CHURCH 
 

*CLOSING SONG “Go Ye Now in Peace” by Joyce Elaine Eilers 
 

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

The flowers today are given by the Bramley family in loving memory of Chris. 
Darvin Kapitz serves as liturgist today. 
Pam Faustine and Linda Borglund are deacons of the day. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

SCRIPTURES: 
 

Habakkuk 1:1-4,  2:1-4 
1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 

The Prophet’s Complaint: 2 O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you 
“Violence!” and you will not save? 3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble?  
Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise.  4 So the law becomes slack, and 
justice never prevails.  The wicked surround the righteous; therefore judgment comes forth 
perverted. 
 

God’s Reply to the Prophets Complaint: 
I will stand at my watchpost and station myself on the rampart;  I will keep watch to see what he will 
say to me and what he[a] will answer concerning my complaint. 2 Then the Lord answered me and 
said:  Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it.  3 For there is still a 
vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end and does not lie.  If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it 
will surely come; it will not delay.  4 Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the 
righteous live by their faithfulness. 
 
Luke 19:1-10     
19 He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a 
chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd 
he could not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see 
him, because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said 
to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried 
down and was happy to welcome him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to 
be the guest of one who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my 
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possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back 
four times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, 
too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” 

 

Prayers 

New Prayers: Dan Byers 
Continued Prayers: Marge Butcher is asking for prayers for Amelia, age 8 who is having seizures. 
Steve Lindberg; Nancy Walker (Deb Boucher’s mom); Roberta Di Terlizzi’s mother Donata; Dan (a 
friend of Deb and Rich Boucher); Daniel Oliver, grandson of Judith Oliver; The Lord family. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let 
a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

CROP WALK – OCTOBER 16th 

Please join us Sunday, October 16th for the 45th Annual Westborough 

Area C.R.O.P. (Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty) Hunger 
Walk.  The walk will begin at the Congregational Church of Westborough 
at 1:00 P.M.  Registration begins at 12:30 PM. Call508-847-9689 or visit 
crophungerwalk.org.  Please consider walking and/or sponsoring  

Thank you, Al Hutchinson, Local C.R.O.P. Walk Treasurer 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
Thank you to everyone who donated peanut butter and jelly to the Food Pantry.  With the 
weather turning cooler, the Food Pantry really needs beef stew.  A hearty bowl of beef stew is 
both filling and comforting.  Please include a can or two of beef stew on your next grocery run.  
Cans can be put in the basket in the vestry or the large white box at the side entrance to the 
church.  Thank you for your support of this very important mission.  The Mission Team 

 

GROCERY CARDS 
     Year to Date Profit:  $ 3,426.00                                                     Goal for 2022: $6,000.00 
 

The Grocery Card Team has made a commitment to the Church to raise $6,000 towards the 
Operation Budget for 2022. If you shop at Stop & Shop, Roche Bros., or Price Chopper to buy 
your groceries, you can help by purchasing a grocery gift card to do your shopping. How to buy a 
gift card? All you need is cash or a checkbook. 
1.) You'll find us in the foyer after worship on Sunday morning.  
2.) Grocery cards are available in the Church Office during regular Office hours. (Tuesdays & 
Thursdays 9am-1pm and Wednesdays 9am-Noon) 
3.) Delivery! Don't be shy. Just let us know and we are happy to deliver cards to your home! 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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Shop local and stay well. Thanks! The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com, or Sally Petersen 508.259.2788 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com.  

 

 

 
 

Oct 2  Communion Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Deacons 
 

Oct 3  Monday (office closed) 
6:00 PM  W.F. Meeting/vestry (6:45 dinner) 
 

Oct 4  Tuesday 
9:30 AM Christmas Fair Meeting 
6:30-8PM Bells Rehearse 
 

Oct 5  Wednesday  
3:30 PM  Journey Home 
6:30-8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal/Music Rm 
 
Oct 6  Thursday 
  BSA Court of Honor 
 

Oct 7  Friday  
 

Oct 8  Saturday 
 

Oct 9  Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship 

 

mailto:sbpetersen4@gmsil.com

