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SCRIPTURES:  

  Judges 4: 4-9 (Deborah, prophet & judge)  

Ephesians 6: 10-18  (Whole armor of God: belt of truth, breastplate of 

righteousness, shoes to go forth & proclaim gospel of peace, shield of faith, 

helmet of salvation, and the Sword of the Spirit, i.e.: Word of God. The ONLY 

offensive weapon mentioned)  

 

Picture, if you will, the single most paradisiacal setting you can imagine in all of 

the universe.  A protective Island, sitting beyond the time/space continuum,  

where no harm can come,  soft island breezes, long sun drenched days,  sparkling 

nights, mountains that reach to the heavens and flow down into the surrounding 

seas,  open green fields of lush grass and glorious flower gardens.  Turquoise blue 

ocean surrounding you on every side, …………a place of bliss, a Garden of Eden, 

Heaven itself where everyone lives in peace.   

Welcome to the birth place of our heroine Diana, Princess of the Amazons.  The 

protected Island of Themyscira, (them e scira).  Diana is the daughter of Queen 

Hippolyta and she will become Wonder Woman.   This is the stuff of fairy tales, 

Roman & Greek mythology, bedtime fables and indeed our very own Bible.  This is 

the stuff of humanity and free will, Divinity and pure Love…………the is the 

ongoing battle between good & evil.   

 



But not so fast!   Upon this heavenly realm, the all women inhabitants are 

Amazonian women warriors, training for battle, training for war to protect this 

Heavenly Realm, not allowing one ounce of any evil to penetrate, harm and rule.   

Diana introduces herself to us saying, “I used to want to save the world, this 

beautiful place, but I knew so little then.  It is a land of beauty and wonder, worth 

cherishing in every way.  But the closer you get, the more you see the great 

darkness simmering within. And mankind? Mankind is another story altogether.”   

Diana is raised to believe that her mother, the Queen, fashioned her out of clay 

and the god Zeus breathed life into her.   Her true identity and birth right will 

always be hidden from her…………it is hoped by her mother, lest she is called to 

enter into battle with the powers of hell itself.  But Truth and Destiny cannot be 

denied.  

From a very young age, the woman Amazons, warriors of the good, can see that 

Diana is built for her destiny and her warrior training cannot be stopped, not even 

by her own mother.  She speaks her heart’s desire when she states, “I will fight for 

those who cannot fight for themselves.”  She grows into the strongest, most 

competent and unconquerable woman warrior on the Island, when literally out of 

the blue, a pilot crashes onto their shores and tells of a massive raging conflict 

leading to the “war that will end all wars.”   

Diana leaves her island home, with the pilot, convinced she can stop the threat, 

much to her mother’s heartache.   Queen Hippolyta bids her daughter farewell 

and warns her to “be careful in the world of men, Diana.  They do not deserve 

you.  You have been my greatest love.  Today, you are my greatest sorrow.” 

 

Fighting alongside the pilot Steve Trevor, who is an American spy working for 

Britain to aid in stopping the Germans from complete invasion and causing WWI, 

Diana will discover her full powers and her true hidden identity, her true destiny.  

It is in doing battle in the world of men that she evolves into Wonder Woman. 

When Diana questioned pilot Steve’s motives for fighting against the powers of 

hell he responded, “When you see something in the world you can either do 

nothing or do something….I’ve already tried nothing!!”    



After her full powers were grown and her true identity was exposed and her 

training on the earth plain was complete, Diana concluded:   “I used to want to 

save the world.  To end war and bring peace to mankind. But then, I glimpsed the 

darkness that lives within their light.  I learned that inside every one of them, 

there will always be both.  The choice each must make for themselves, something 

no hero will ever defeat.  I’ve touched the darkness that lives in between the 

light.  Seen the worst of this world, and the best. Seen the terrible things men do 

to each other in the name of hatred. And the lengths they’ll go to for love.  Now I 

Know.  Only love can save this world. So I stay.  I fight and I give, for the world I 

know can be.  This is my mission, now and forever.”  Diana is a Christ figure.   

 

There are so many parallels to our own Christian story, from the motley crew 

chosen in the bar of London to help Diana and the pilot Steve fight the battle 

against evil, (recall the disciples if you will) to the garden of Eden where all was 

well, to the main heroes of our story, giving one’s life out of love for friend, to the 

revelation that only Love in the end, is strong enough to stop the powers of Hell.   

In fact, as you heard in today’s Hebrew scripture reading from the book of Judges, 

we have our own Amazonian “wonder woman” in the prophetess and judge 

named Deborah.   

Now, In THIS biblical story we find ourselves in the i time of great transition for 

the Israelite tribes.  The great leaders of the past were dead, including Moses and 

Joshua, and the age of David and the kings was yet to come.  Jerusalem was not 

yet an Israelite city and the separate tribes needed to gather.   

The war that this story finds us in is actually a defensive war rather than offensive.  

The Israelites having done evil in Yahweh’s sight, have been oppressed by the 

Canaanites for over 20 years.  Israel finds themselves politically incapacitated.   

In enters our Hebrew scripture heroine Deborah, wife of Lappidoth, which can be 

translated into “woman of fire.”  She is a prophet and discerns and speaks on 

behalf of God to her people.   They come to her to settle disputes, argue fairness, 

and have her decide what God’s will is in their everyday dealings.  She is a judge 

and Judges ruled the tribes of Israel at that time.   



Her relationship to Israel has deep public dimensions.  She has both Judicial and 

religions influence but also familial ties.  She will come to be called “Mother in 

Israel.”  She was often seen as a Spartan mother who would goad her children to 

fight.    

As the story goes, She summons Barak on word of Yahweh) to raise a large army 

to fight the oppressive Canaanites.   

Now his response is fascinating:   He says, “If you go with me, I will go, but if you 

will not go with me I will not go.”   

We can only surmise that his response indicates cowardice, lack of self-

confidence, distrust of Deborah’s authority or testing her to see if she stakes her 

own life on this message.   

In fact, we can’t entirely fault Barak for her word came out of the blue after over 

20 years of oppression, it lacked any military experience on her part, and it looks 

to be strategically naïve, and doesn’t take into consideration the fact that 

Canaanites have 900 iron chariots!   

She responds to Barak by mocking his hesitance and states, “I will indeed go with 

you, but the path you take will not lead to your glory!  For Yahweh will sell sisera 

into the hands of a woman.”    

Against insurmountable odds the Israelites win the battle over their oppressors 

and peace is once again found in their land………….for a while anyway……..until 

they go against God’s will down the road, but that’s a story for another day!   

Both Diana and Deborah were clothed with the Whole Armor of God.   They knew 

that the battle wasn’t just against mere human beings, rather it is a battle against 

the powers and principalities and spiritual forces of evil itself……..which 

manifested in human hearts to rule in their weaknesses.  As the god of war, Ares 

states in Wonder Woman, “I know humans, and they are all weak, cruel, and full 

of hatred.”  “I inspire them through whispers and inspirations of how to make 

bombs and weapons and hope that they will destroy themselves.  We can restore 

the world to paradise by getting rid of people.  They do not deserve you Diana. “  

Diana responds to the god of war, Ares, by saying “It’s not about deserve, it’s 

about what you believe and I believe in love.”    



AND…………many would argue that we do not deserve Jesus! Our shield and our 

defender.   But God did give his only son to redeem humanity…………through the 

power of sacrificial Love.   And so the story continues, throughout history, 

throughout our time and our place, throughout our lives.   Many of us have 

already done nothing when we have seen evil in the world, so now maybe it is 

time for us to do something. 

But before we are called to join in the story, we are Implored to put on the Whole 

Armor of God,  Put on the belt of truth around your waste, Know the Truth, that 

love is the most powerful force in the Universe,  across your chest, upon your 

heart, wear the breastplate of righteousness, the difference between right and 

wrong,   Put on for shoes that will help you to walk into situations where God will 

proclaim the gospel of peace through you,   Hold high your shield of faith, and 

believe in the Greatest good even if you can’t find it or see it anywhere.   Put 

upon your head the helmet of salvation, knowing that through Christ Jesus, the 

battle has already been won!  And lift high the Sword of the Holy Spirit, which is 

the VERY word of God.  Above all pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and 

supplication.   

The battle between good and evil goes on in our hearts, goes on in our families, 

goes on in our communities, goes on in our world………….. 

So stand tall, be of good courage and know that in the end Love will always have 

the final say.   Put on The Whole Armor of God.  Amen.   

 

Let us pray,  “Lord of Love, Jesus we stand before you with awe filled hearts and 

profound gratitude for the battle you have won for all of humanity.  May we serve 

you well in our day,  clothe us in your full array of Heavenly Armor, that we may 

fight the good fight and spread Your light and Love and hope throughout time.  

We pray this is the name of our humble, human /God hero,  In Jesus’ name. 

amen.   

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


