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Colossians 3:23-25 

     What has been the scariest flight you have ever taken?  I have been on some real naibiters over the 

years, and I imagine that some of you have too.  But certainly, nothing that I have ever been through 

compares with what happened to those on US Airways Flight 1549 on Jan. 15, 2009.  That was the day 

when a flock of geese struck the plane 3 minutes after it took off from LaGuardia airport in New York, 

disabling both engines.  You may remember that the pilot, Chesley Sullenberger, better known as 

“Sully”, and his co-pilot, managed to safely land the jet carrying 155 passengers and crew on the Hudson 

River, an incident the media dubbed “The Miracle on the Hudson”.   

     Last year, Director Clint Eastwood released the movie “Sully”, starring Tom Hanks, which won critical 

acclaim and was selected by the American Film Institute as one of its ten best movies of the year.  We 

continue our Sunday Morning at the Movies sermon series this morning, as we look at some good recent 

movies and how their themes tie in with Scriptural truths.  Now this film presupposes that you already 

know about the “Miracle on the Hudson”, but it does an excellent job of giving you a sense of who Sully 

was before the landing happened.  Now Sully was a very good pilot who had years of experience, and 

actually was only a few days from retirement when he entered the cockpit on that fateful morning.  He 

also had a solid marriage, though he and his wife were facing a few financial difficulties, the way all of us 

do from time to time.  Throughout the movie, he is portrayed as a man of bedrock decency, humility, 

and a die-hard work ethic, like so many other men.   

     He was just an ordinary guy who did an extraordinary thing.  Because when the crises struck, and the 

birds disabled both of his plane’s engines, he stayed calm under pressure, allowing a lifetime of 

experience to inform his decisions, and chose to do the  water landing which he will always be 

remembered for.  Now to him, landing the plan on the water and saving all the people aboard wasn’t 

heroic, but simply his job.  In our society that is obsessed with superheroes who have extraordinary 

powers or talents that make them indispensable to humanity, Sully offers us a glimpse of a real hero, an 

ordinary hero, a man who did not seek fame or recognition but whose humility and uncommon concern 

for others, ability to remain calm under pressure saved the lives of those on board his aircraft. You see 

the same attitude in the work of the first responders who rescue the people from the sinking plane in 

the movie, putting their lives on the line on that cold January day.  They managed to save everyone, with 

some injuries but no fatalities.  They also exemplify courage and steadfastness.   

      And in all their actions, Sully and the first responders all echo the words of our Scripture today.  Let’s 

say together how the Message translation puts Colossians 3:23-24 from your bulletin:  “Don’t just do the 

minimum that will get you by.  Do your best.  Work from the heart for your real Master, for God, 

confident that you’ll get paid in full when you come into your inheritance.  Keep in mind always that the 

ultimate Master you’re serving is Christ.”  You know, last week, we talked about the talents we are given 

in life as we looked at the movie “Hidden Figures”, and how we need to use the talents we have been 

given.  And St. Paul reminds us here that as we use our talents, we should do so diligently, and not just 

when other people are watching us or when it is convenient for us.  We should take humble pride in 

whatever our work is in this life, whether we are in school, working in the home or at a job, or retired, 



and do whatever is set before us in the best way that we can.  This is how we honor God, for our 

ultimate boss, Paul says, is Christ, the one who gave us our talents in the first place.   

     And in the rest of chapter 3 in Colossians, Paul talks about how we can do this.   He encourages the 

Colossian Christians to change the practices in your life that harm yourself and those around you, and 

develop practices that build up yourself and others.  So Paul urges the Colossians and us to turn away 

from adultery, greed, lying and unhealthy anger, and instead, to clothe yourself with compassion, 

kindness, humility, and patience.  Forgive each other, just as the Lord forgives you, and above all, clothe 

yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

      Now, as we all know, it is one thing to read those qualities out of a Scripture passage, and it is quite 

another to actually live them out on a daily basis in whatever it is that we do.  Because quite frankly, real 

life can be so much more complicated, and it can push us to the limits, and that is exactly what the 

movie “Sully” reminds us of.  The interesting thing is that the movie focuses only a small part on the 

actual drama of how the plane came to land on the Hudson, in limited flashbacks.  The majority of the 

movie tells the story of the NTSB, or National Transportation Safety Board’s Investigation of Sully and his 

co-pilot for their actions that day.  It is of course standard procedure for a investigation of anything that 

is too out of the ordinary on a plane flight, and so of course there would be a investigation of something 

as unprecedented as a landing of a plane on the Hudson River, though as Sully notes during one of the 

proceedings, “everything is unprecedented until it happens for the first time!   

     But this investigation suddenly turns more ominous when the NTSB claims that several computerized 

simulations show that after the birds disabled the engines, the plane still had enough power to turn 

around and land back at LaGuardia, or at the closer Teterboro airport in New Jersey.  Sully insists that he 

did not have sufficient time, speed, or altitude to land safely at any airport.   But he starts to become 

aware that the Board believes that the Miracle on the Hudson may have been caused by pilot error, 

which would have an impact on his potential retirement by affecting his pension, leading to financial 

ruin for his family.  In addition to the board’s doubts about him, he starts to doubt himself-he does a lot 

of second guessing, especially late at night, and is haunted by nightmares of watching the plane plow 

into the skyscrapers of Manhatten.  Have you ever had anyone doubt you?  At school or in a workplace 

or in a relationship, have you ever had someone question why you did something, and whether you 

made the right decisions in your life?  So often in life, you and I are asked to make quick choices in many 

different situations, and it is tough to know at the time if we are making the right decision.  Others will 

doubt us, and we can come to doubt ourselves.  If you know something of what I am talking about, then 

you know some of the pain that Sully went through during this investigation.    

     It would have been easy honestly for him to crack, or to seek to vindictely battle the review board in 

the media.  But yet in spite of all that he faced, he still continued to be a man of humility and patience, 

living out the qualities that Paul encourages us to have in Colossians.  He sticks up for his actions, but 

does so in a way that is fair and to the point.  And in the end, Sully is able to help the NTSB see that 

pilots are not robots-they need time to react to situations, and he convinces them it would take at least 

35 seconds for a pilot to understand what the birds did to disable the engines, and to decide what to do 

next.   That to me is incredible right there anyways-35 seconds!  It takes me longer than that to decide 

whether to put on a jacket in the morning-not to make a decision that will affect the lives of over 150 

people.  Finally, the NTSB was willing to concede that it would take 35 seconds for a pilot to decide what 

to do in the face of such a calamity as losing both of your engines, and when that 35 seconds was added 



to the computer simulations, it showed that the plane would have crashed before it got back to 

LaGuardia or over to the Teterboro New Jersey airport.  The board did end up concluding that Sully 

acted correctly in selecting the best of the options available to him, which ended up saving the lives of 

everyone aboard, and they finished their report by calling it “the most successful ditching in aviation 

history.” 

     The most powerful scene of the movie for me came after Sully did successfully land the plane on the 

Hudson.  First of all, he called his wife, just to let her know he was ok.  Then he made it his purpose to 

help the 154 other people on that plane.  After the passengers had evacuated the flight, Sully himself 

walked the aisles of the sinking plane, making sure no one was left behind.  And when the ferries came 

to rescue people, Sully helped them load the boats and allowed himself to be pulled to safety only after 

everyone else was safe.  He literally risked his life for the sake of others.  Sully was the epitomy of a 

hero, because as St. Paul reminds us, true heroism is to be found in the quiet consistency of a job well 

done. 

     Today, we gather around this Communion table, conscious that we are doing so on this Worldwide 

Communion Sunday, sharing this special meal with hundreds of millions of people all around the glove.  

We do so remembering that our Lord Jesus did not just risk His life for us, He gave up His life for us.  And 

so we rejoice in His presence here with us today through the Holy Spirit, Amen.   

 


