
The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

57 West Main, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581 

 
 

January 9, 2022 
10:00 AM 

 
 

 
 

                                                                                                          Photo: Peter Graham 

 
 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Peter Graham, Interim Bridge Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

   
Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

January 9, 2022 Baptism of the Lord 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE  Joe Stillitano 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Pete Graham 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP       from ministrymatters.com Linda Borglund 
Leader: We are gathered to worship our God.  
People: Send Your Spirit upon us. 
Leader: We come from many places, with many burdens. 
People: Send Your Spirit upon us. 
Leader: We turn our hearts to You, O God. 
People: Send Your Spirit upon us, and make us Your beloved family. 

 

*OPENING SONG #158 "Her Baby, Newly Breathing" MERLE’S TUNE 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION  from Connections: Worship Companion (Year c, Vol 1) Linda Borglund 
God of many names, You name us Your kin.  If we rest in that identity, we can 
welcome others, even those we fear.  For You are wild, with a Spirit like a rushing 
wind, calling us into the chaos of relationship.  Yet in You there is peace.  When the 
oaks whirl and the cedars shake, You promise to be with us, through water and fire.  
We are Your people; You formed us and made us, knit us together, and taught us to 
pray, saying… 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Linda Borglund 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
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RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

YOUTH MESSAGE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 Linda Borglund 
 NRSV (Pew Bible page 834) 
 

REFLECTION  Pete Graham 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM "I Can Only Imagine" Composed by Bart Millard 
   Performed by Joseph Stillitano 
 

I can only imagine what it will be like when I walk by Your side. 
I can only imagine what my eyes will see when Your face is before me. 

 

I can only imagine. 
Surrounded by Your glory, what will my heart feel? 
Will I dance for You, Jesus, or in awe of You, be still? 

Will I stand in Your presence or to my knees will I fall? 
Will I sing hallelujah? Will I be able to speak at all? 

I can only imagine. 
 

I can only imagine when that day comes and I find myself standing in the Son. 
I can only imagine when all I will do is forever, forever worship You. 

I can only imagine. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Pete Graham 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   

 Invitation   Pete Graham 
  

 Offertory  
 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 
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*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)     by Carol Penner Linda Borglund 
 Giver of all good things, let Your grace flow through us; a generous stream, 
unstoppable, refreshing, abundant.  We release these gifts into Your river of love, 
flowing out to all the world. Amen. 

 

BEING THE CHURCH  
 

*CLOSING SONG "You Are My All in All" JoySpring Binder #23 
 

*BENEDICTION  Pete Graham 
 
Linda Borglund served as liturgist today. 
Marketa Brzostowsk and Cathie Achorn are Deacons of the day. 
 
 

The service is ended – If you are joining us on Zoom, please wait while we invite you 
back into our gallery for our virtual coffee hour. 
 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING 
 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  New Revised Standard Version 
 

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals 
I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  
 
21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like 
a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am 
well pleased.” 
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Prayers 

Continued Prayers: Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Betty Gray’s niece Heather and 
family; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

For the time being, Fellowship hour has been suspended. We will update you as 

to when we can resume. Thank you for understanding! 
 

CALL TO A SPECIAL MEETING, JANUARY 23, 2022 

A Special Meeting of The Congregational Church of Westborough will be held on Sunday, 

January 23, 2022, following worship at 11:30 AM in the church vestry.  The meeting will be 
broadcast via Zoom where those who are church members can vote online.  The purpose of the 
meeting is as follows: 
 

1.  To discuss and vote on a budget for 2022. 
2.  To transact such other business as may regularly come before the meeting. 
 

David R. Smith, Church Clerk 
 

2022 PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE 

For all those people who submitted a pledge for 2022 and requested pledge envelopes, the 

booklets are now available in the church library to be picked up at your convenience whenever 
the church is open.  If you would like to have either weekly or monthly envelopes for your use, 
even if you did not submit a pledge, you may call Dave Smith at 508-366-8174.  The Stewardship 
Committee thanks you for your participation. 

 
DONATIONS COLLECTION 

We are collecting yard sale items, fair items and online sales items.  Drop off at the church,  

9am - 12 pm, Saturday mornings 
January 8th * February 12th * March 12th  

Questions call Diane Lindberg 508 981-3713. 
 

 
 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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MENS BREAKFAST GROUP 

Please join us for coffee, fellowship and spiritual conversation.  The group meets on Saturdays 

from 9am – 12pm.  February 12, March 12, April 9, May 14.  Questions call Steve Lindberg - 508 
981-3712. 
  

GROCERY CARDS 
 

Year to Date Profit: We're just starting!                         Goal for 2022: $6,000.00 
 

The Grocery Card Team has made a commitment to the Church to raise $6,000 towards the 

Operation Budget for 2022. If you shop at Stop & Shop, Roche Bros., or Price Chopper to buy 
your groceries, you can help by purchasing a grocery gift card to do your shopping. How to buy 
a gift card? All you need is cash or a checkbook. 
1.) You'll find us in the foyer after worship on Sunday morning. There's no need to go into the 
vestry.  
2.) Grocery cards are available in the Church Office during regular Office hours. (9-1 Tues-Fri) 
3.) Delivery! Don't be shy. Just let us know and we're happy to deliver cards to your home! 
 

Shop local and stay well. Thanks! The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com, or Sally Petersen 508 366-5169 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com.  

 
ASSABET VALLEY MASTERSINGERS 

Our church will be hosting The Assabet  Valley Mastersingsers on Sunday January 16th at 3:30 in 

the sanctuary. The performance is called “Glories of France”. Tickets are $20 for general 
admission, $15 for students and senior citizens and free for 12 years and under.  Proof of 
vaccination and masks are required. Please visit avmsingers.org for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmsil.com
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              CALENDAR FOR  JAN 9
th
 – JAN 16

th
             

 
            

 
  

 
 

Jan 9 Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship Service 
 

Jan 10 Monday (closed) 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Jan 11 Tuesday  
6:30-7:30 PM Bell Rehearsal/Music Rm 
7:00 PM Trustees 
 

Jan 12 Wednesday  
9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
3:30-4:30 PM Journey Home Singers 
6-10 PM AV Mastersingers rehearse/sanctuary 
6:30-8:30 PM Chancel Choir 
7:00PM Parent Support Group 
 

Jan 13 Thursday (no events) 
 

Jan 14 Friday (no events) 
 

Jan 15 Saturday 
12-4  PM AV Mastersingers rehearse/sanctuary 
 

Jan 16 Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship Service  
2:00 PM AV Mastersingers set up 
3:30 PM AV Mastersingers concert/sanctuary 
7:00 PM GSA/classroom 

 


