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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our belief 
in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 
proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  
We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 
this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

To our worshipping community, especially to parents:  God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel 
you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift 
to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we 

give smiles of encouragement to parents! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 

 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor – bdorsi64@outlook.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

 Deb Boucher, Communications Coordinator – deb.boucher.15@gmail.com  
 

Office hours: Tuesday – Friday 9am – 1pm  
Monday - Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

January 8, 2023 Epiphany Sunday 
 Communion Sunday 
*The Congregation is invited to stand. 

 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE  
 

INTROIT “Our Eyes are Turned” Taizé 
 Chancel Choir 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME     Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Linda Crawford 
 One: We come from the East and the West. 
 Many: We come from the North and the South. 
 One: We follow the light, 
 Many: As the wise ones followed the star; 
 All: We come to Worship our Newborn King! 
 

*OPENING HYMN #172 “We Three Kings” KINGS OF ORIENT 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION  (Unison)    Linda Crawford 
 Holy One, we are filled with Christmas joy as we ponder in our hearts the great mystery of 
Your coming to earth as a baby to live with us. Your incarnation began Your miraculous life of 
teaching and sacrifice which brought us into Your everlasting Kingdom. Emmanuel, God with 
us, join with us now as we offer You praise and thanksgiving for Your infinite love and offer 
You our prayers using the words You taught us… 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Linda Crawford 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
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TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION BEFORE CONFESSING OUR SINS TO GOD AND ONE ANOTHER 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)   Linda Crawford 
Loving God, You chose to be with us, to teach us and love us and to die for us. Most of the time 
we are in awe of Your wonderous love and live in ways that show You our gratitude. 
Sometimes, our lives get busy, our challenges and hardships overtake us, and greed beckons us 
to follow our own desires instead of Yours. We make up a quick story when it’s easier than 
admitting our truth, we hurry past someone who needs to talk, we put off for another day 
helping someone in need. We forget to turn to You in prayer when we feel overwhelmed. 
Forgive us for the times we have not followed Your example. Help us to stay closer to You 
every day. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

Children leave for Sunday School 
 

*HYMN #173 “As With Gladness” DIX 
 

SCRIPTURE Psalm 95:1-7, Matthew 2:1-12 (pew Bible pages 479 & 783) 
 

SERMON “The Gifts We Bring” Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen / We Three Kings” Chancel Choir 
 Arr. by Page, Robertson, Hearn, Creeggan, and Stewart 

 

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay. 
Remember Christ our Savior was born upon this day 

To save us all from Satan's pow'r when we were gone astray. 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

From God our heav'nly Father this blessed angel came, 
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same, 

How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name. 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring to crown Him again. 
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King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. 
Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and sacrifice. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Worship Him, God Most High. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS     

 Invitation    
  

 Offertory  
 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 
 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Linda Crawford 
 O Lord, we thank You for choosing to dwell amongst us. We recognize You as our only King. 
Accept our gifts not gold, frankincense and myrrh, but time, talent and treasure to help with 
the work of bringing Your Kingdom to earth. Amen. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(by Rev. Kaji Dousa, UCC) 

 

INVITATION 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside cover of your hymn book) 
 

PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS  
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  (Unison)  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 We have been fed Holy One, by Your presence. We have been led Eternal One, by Your light. 
May we bask in this glow forevermore. We thank You for the gift of being amongst us. Amen. 

 
BEING THE CHURCH   
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*CLOSING SONG “Go Ye Now in Peace” Composed by Joyce Elaine Eilers 
JoySpring Songbook #25 

 

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
  
Linda Crawford serves as liturgist today. 
Linda Birch and Linda Borglund are deacon of the day. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 95 

1 O come, let us sing to the LORD;  let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;  let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of 
praise! 
3 For the LORD is a great God and a great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth;  the heights of the mountains are his also. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 
6 O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 
7 For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 
O that today you would listen to his voice! 
 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi[a] from the east 
came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star in the east[b] and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah[c] was to be born. 5 They told him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.’ ” 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi[e] and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, 
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star 
that they had seen in the east,[f] until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they 
saw that the star had stopped,[g] they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23171a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23172b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23174c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23176d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23177e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23179f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23180g
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Prayers 

New Prayers: Janet Rivard's mother - Ann Kaiser, and her brother - Jim Bohan 

Continued Prayers: Janet Harvey; Carolyn Bent’s sister-in-law Debbie Bent; Margaret’s 
daughter, Hannah Vhatty; Ed Wong; Mother of Jianguo Hu; Cathy Purcell, her doctors & family; 
Kevin, Pam Kapitz’s nephew; Tom Morgan’s brother Harry; Dee Mumby, Cathie Achorn’s mother; 
Dan Byers; Nancy Walker (Deb Boucher’s mom); Roberta Di Terlizzi’s mother Donata; Dan (a 
friend of Deb and Rich Boucher); The Lord family. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please 
let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

STEWARDSHIP 2023 

As of January 4, 84 pledges have been received, for which the Stewardship Committee and the 
Trustees are very thankful.  There are nearly 20 pledging units that the committee was counting 
on to achieve the 2023 expenses budget goal of $239.6K, leaving us short by $21.4K.  We 
encourage previous pledgers and all friends and members to prayerfully consider pledging if you 
have not already done so in order for the church to continue its many good works throughout the 
year.  Pledge cards are available in the church office or by requesting an electronic copy from 
Dave Smith at 366-8174 or smithwestboro@cs.com. 
Pledge cards can be dropped off during church office hours or at any time in the mail slot outside 
the church parking lot door.   
 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
The 2023 offering envelopes are now available in the vestry.  If you are here for worship, please 
retrieve your envelopes.  You may also come during regular office hours: Tuesday – Friday 9am – 
1pm, Monday - Closed 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHURCH TREASURERS 
Please note that we no longer use numbers on our Pledge Envelopes as we are consolidating our 
church database.  Please make sure you print your name on your pledge envelope each time you 
make a contribution.  Thanks for your cooperation! 
 

GROCERY CARDS 
     Year to Date Profit:  $ 4528.50                                                   Goal for 2022: $6,000.00 
 

The Grocery Card Committee welcomes Linda Crawford to the Team. You'll find Linda, Karen, 
Nancy or Sally in the vestry each Sunday selling grocery cards. We're hoping for lots of sales in 
December to get us closer to our goal of $6,000 which is our commitment to the Operation 
Budget. Shop local and have a grocery card in your pocket. And don't be shy about asking to be 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:smithwestboro@cs.com
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put on our delivery list. We'll bring the grocery gift cards to you! Shop local and stay well. Thanks! 
The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or millarhutch@aol.com, Sally Petersen 
508.259.2788 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com, Nancy Quimby 774-843-4431 or 
nquimby11@gmail.com 

 
 

Januray Calendar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan 8  Epiphany Sunday- Communion Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship 
  Sunday School 
 

Jan 9 Monday (office closed) 
6:30-8:30 PM Cub Scouts/vestry 
 

Jan 10  Tuesday 
6:30-8PM Bells Rehearse 
7:00 PM Vestry in use 
 

Jan 11  Wednesday  
9:30 AM Called to Care 
3:30 PM Journey Home Singers 
6:30-8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 

Jan 12  Thursday 
Noon  Interfaith Clergy Lunch/Kerygma Rm 
7:00 PM Trustees/Kerygma Room 
 

Jan 13  Friday (no events) 
 

Jan 14  Saturday  
9:00 AM Men’s Breakfast 
 

Jan 15  Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship  
11:15 AM Deacon’s Meeting 

 

mailto:sbpetersen4@gmsil.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com

