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OPEN DOORS –GROWING FAITH! 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 

 
 
 

January 5, 2020 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, believe that 
all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In our journey of faith, we 
strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 
church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, 
family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and 
mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our belief in 
diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to proclaim the 
Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  We offer to each 
person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 

“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 
 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help.  Speak to an usher or 

the pastor and we will gladly be of service. 
 

Our restrooms are located beyond the vestry on the first floor. There is a handicapped 

elevator located in the back of the sanctuary and a deacon will be glad to assist you. 

We have a handicapped bathroom next to the main office near the parking lot on the 

first floor.  
 

Should there be a need to leave the service, there are exits to either side of the pulpit 

in front, or the stairs on either side in the back.  
 

We celebrate open communion on the first Sunday of the month, where everyone is 

welcome to partake. Children are invited as well. 
 

We welcome children to remain in worship today however we also offer a children’s 

program each Sunday in the nursery for children in grades 3 or younger and faith 

formation for older children most Sundays. We offer crayons and coloring pages for 

those who wish to keep their fingers moving during the service and we are comfortable 

with children being children! If your children need to move about, please feel free to 

stand in the back or go downstairs where the service can be heard over our speaker 

system. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

and that 

YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 
 

We have song books, Bibles, offering envelopes and prayer cards located on the moving 

carts for your convenience should you wish to make a donation or are in need of 

prayers.  Again, WELCOME! 



 2 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 

        January 5, 2020                    Epiphany and Communion Sunday                        10:00 AM 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Sue O. Remick 
 

*GREETING   
 

*SONG #151 “The First Noel” THE FIRST NOEL 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Wendy Reardon 
Leader: Come, take your hands and stand with us beneath the starlit sky, 
People: While winds play on their magic harps a sacred lullaby. 
Leader: Come, lend your ears and hear with us the song the angels sing, 
People: Of peace on Earth, good will to all and of the cradled king. 
Leader: Come, lift your eyes and look with us upon a radiant star 
People: That led the wise ones from the East to Bethlehem afar. 
Leader: Come, bend your knee and kneel with us before the Holy One, 
People: To worship with adoring love God's own begotten Son. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Please be seated.) Pete Graham 
Guiding Light, who leads us on the bright path, who makes the way level before us, we 
confess our misunderstandings of the journey.  We find it easy to see who doesn't belong on 
the path and miss seeing Christ's hand extended to all.  We casually proceed without 
recognizing the persistent discipline and honest effort required.  Like a vigilant coach, restore 
our commitment to go the distance.  Like the skilled coordinator of a team, renew our 
awareness that each plays a vital part.  Like a compassionate leader, call us again and again 
to a deeper love and vital ministry.  God, You are the beginning and the end, the journey and 
our home. Praise be to You. Amen 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE Pete Graham 
As Mary, Joseph and Jesus settled in Nazareth, help us, God, to let You take up residence in 
each one of our hearts.  Forgive us our failures, our weaknesses, our fears and our doubts.  It is 
in the name of the babe of Bethlehem, the Prince of Peace, that we can be made new and 
whole.  Amen. 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER (Debts)   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
 

(Children and Youth may leave for their programs) 
 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 2:1-12 Pam Faustine 
 (Pew Bible page 792) 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM “The Journey of the Wisemen” Allen Pote 
  

Caspar - Pete Graham 
Melchior - Rich Lord 

Balthazar - Jack Glennon 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

(Communion at our church is always served with gluten free bread and is open to all. We will 
receive, just as we did to begin Advent, by coming forward.  Just as the Magi came forward, may 
we bring the gifts of our hearts together as we come to take a piece of bread and dip it into the 
chalice of juice so that we may eat it immediately.  If there are those who would rather receive 
in their seats, simply raise your hands after we have served those coming forward and we will 
gladly come to you.  There is room at the table for all of us!) 
 

(Children and youth enter to join us for communion) 
 

COMMUNION HYMN “As We Gather at Your Table” BEACH SPRING 
 

As we gather at your Table, as we listen to your Word, 
Help us know, O God, your presence: Let our hearts and minds be stirred. 

Nourish us with sacred story till we claim it as our own; 
Teach us through this holy banquet how to make Love’s vict'ry known. 

 

Turn our worship into witness in the sacrament of life; 
Send us forth to love and serve you,  
Bringing peace where there is strife. 

Give us, Christ, your great compassion to forgive as you forgave; 
May we still behold your image in the world you died to save. 

Gracious Spirit, help us summon other guests to share that feast 
Where triumphant Love will welcome those who had been last and least. 
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There no more will envy blind us nor will pride our peace destroy, 
As we join with saints and angels to repeat the sounding joy. 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  Rev. Remick 
 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  Pete Graham 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION and SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP Pete Graham and Rev. Remick 
(We will receive communion by coming forward, taking a piece of bread and dipping it into the cup. 
 If you would like to receive from your seat, please raise your hand after others have been served and we 
will be glad to come to you.) 
 

 AT THIS TABLE -by Idina Menzel 
At this table, everyone is welcome 

At this table, everyone is seen 
At this table, everybody matters 

No one falls between 
At this table, you can say whatever 

At this table, you can speak your mind 
At this table, everything's forgiven 

There's enough for everyone 
So come as you are 

Remember that the door is always open 
Yes, come as you are 

The perfect gift that you can bring is your heart 
So, come, come as you are 

At this table, there will be no judgement 
At this table, mercy has a seat 

At this table, we're all sons and daughters 
There's no place I'd rather be 

So come as you are 
Remember that the door is always open 

Come as you are 
The perfect gift that you can bring is your heart 

Come, Come as you are, Come as you are, oh 
At this table, everyone is welcome 

At this table, everybody cares 
At this table, everybody matters 

So, come, pull up a chair 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
We thank You gracious God for this meal which You have given us. As we gather around our 
own tables in the days ahead, might we be reminded of this table, where all are welcome, 
love is the answer because of the newborn Son.  Amen. 
  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   Pete Graham 
 

MUSIC RESPONSE  # 306 “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”   
Hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord 

Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace. Amen 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS  Pam Faustine 
 

 Invitation:  Gracious God, we thank You for this season of carols and gifts, and for Your 
most precious gift of Jesus. We offer You our lives and these gifts: our hopes and our hearts 
as the morning offering is given and received. 

  

 Bell Choir Anthem “We Three Kings” 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Pam Faustine 
Wise God, we bear our gifts to You as our homage for Your presence in our lives. Take these 
gifts, make them be an instrument in the world for those in need. Remind us that Your 
generosity to us far surpasses anything we might give to You - teach us to respond the best we 
can. With Your blessing on these gifts here today, we thank you. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN #172 “We Three Kings”  
 
*BENEDICTION   Rev. Remick 
 
*SUNG BENEDICTION “Go Ye Now in Peace” Joyce Elaine Eilers 
Go ye now in peace and know that the love of God will guide you. Feel his presence here 
beside you showing you the way. In your time of trouble, when hurt and despair are there to 
grieve you, know that the Lord will never leave you. He will bring you courage. Know that 
the God who sent his Son to die that you might live will never leave you lost and alone in His 
beloved world. Go ye now in peace. Go ye now in peace. 
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*POSTLUDE   (You are invited to sit for the Postlude if you wish.  Let the worship service settle in 
your heart. If you wish to exit, please do so quietly.) 

 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship! 

 

Pam Faustine greeted you this morning and served as liturgists. 
Mareketa Rosecka and Elaine Moore are Deacons of the day. 
Communion servers are Linda Birch, Theresa DiMeo and Chris Murphy. 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR JANUARY 5, 2020 
 

Bereavement: Berit Steen and Family for their grief in Milton Steen’s passing; Marie Murphy and family on 
the loss of her sister-in-law on December 24

th
.  

Continued Prayers: Kristy Kocou; Robert Aldrich; Megan Huber’s mother Fran Kelly; Marie Murphy’s son 
Craig Jernberg and her daughter Lisa Jernberg; Cathie Achorn’s friend Julie Noble and her preemie baby 
Kosmas Andrew Melitas; CJ Harris (Marge Butcher’s grandnephew); Nancy Reimann; Cathie Achorn’s 
mother Dee Mumby; Lauren Algelro undergoing cancer treatments; Bob Brown; Gini & Tom Erwin; Anna 
Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen Gavel and the Oevermanns; Linda Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); 
Ron and Nancy Clark’s daughter, Melissa Dickinson. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 
Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 
prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO A SPECIAL MEETING – JANUARY 12, 2020 
A Special Meeting of The Congregational Church of Westborough will be held on Sunday, January 12, 2020 
following worship at 11:30 AM in the chapel. The purpose of the meeting is as follows: 
 

 1.  To discuss and vote on a budget for 2020. 
 2.  To transact such other business as may regularly come before the meeting. 
 

David R. Smith, Church Clerk 
 

There will be a luncheon put on by the youth downstairs before the meeting. Good will 

offerings will be used to support the Mission Trip. 
 

NEW DATE FOR DISMAS HOUSE DINNERS! 
Our church goes once a month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas House, a home for ex-
prisoners.  Beginning in January we will now be going on the 4

th
 TUESDAY of each month.  If you would 

like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at millarhutch@aol.com.  The next dinner will be Tuesday, 
Jan 28

th
.  Donations of Stop & Shop cards are greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the 

meals!  Thank you. 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
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GROCERY CARD PROJECT 
NEW YEAR, NEW GOAL!  We are stocked up and ready to go. Please help us to start strong and always 
keep a grocery card in your pocket for all your shopping, or those quick stops. We are thankful for your 
support. If you need cards delivered contact Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com 
or Nancy Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at 
sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. 

 

 
CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 

 

Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Minister – revsuerem@gmail.com 
Peter Graham, Student Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm  

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 
 

JAN 5TH – JAN 12TH  

 

Jan 5  Communion Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship Service & FF 
 2:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 

Jan 6  Monday (office closed) 
9:30 AM  PCC Board/Kerygma Rm 

11:00 & 1:30PM PCC/Fannie Forbes  
6:30 PM  W. Fellowship Light supper 
7:30 PM  AA/Nursery 
 

Jan 7  Tuesday  
10:00 AM  Whitney Place Service 
10:30 AM  Beaumont Service 
11:00 AM  PCC/Fannie Forbes 
11:15 AM  Willow’s Communion 
7:00 PM  Festival Ringers 
7:00 PM  Trustees/Kerygma Rm 
 

Jan 8 Wednesday  
Evangel Deadline 

9:15 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 PM Cabinet/Kerygma Rm 
7:45 PM JoySpring Rehearsal 
 

Jan 9         Thursday (no events) 
 

Jan 10         Friday (no events) 
 

Jan 11         Saturday (no events) 
1:30-6:30 PM Court of Honor/Vestry, 

Sanctuary 
 

Jan 12  Sunday 
10:00 AM  Worship Service & FF  
11:15 AM  Budget Meeting/Chapel 
7:00 PM  GSA/Kerygma Rm 
 

mailto:revsuerem@gmail.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYj_iM2obfAhUFheAKHXVjDE8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.epicsignsonline.com/Handicap-Accessible-Symbol-Sticker-S365-BLDG1.htm&psig=AOvVaw39SDTL9eTGeE7MmQpCTR7I&ust=1544031069637157

