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WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our belief 
in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 
proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  
We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 
this congregation. 

 

WELCOME! 
 

To our worshipping community, especially to parents:  God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel 
you have to suppress it in God’s house! We welcome you and your child/ren. Children are a gift 
to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our church be a place where we 

give smiles of encouragement to parents! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 

 
 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Rev. Betsy Dorsi, Pastor – bdorsi64@outlook.com 
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

 Deb Boucher, Communications Coordinator – deb.boucher.15@gmail.com  
 

Office hours: Tuesday – Friday 9am – 1pm  
Monday - Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

January 29, 2023 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE  
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME     Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Linda Birch 
 One: Blessed are we who are called Children of God. 
 Many: Blessed are we who have the freedom to Worship here. 
 One: Come Worship in a spirit of humility and love. 
 Many: Let us worship God who continues to bless us everyday. 
 

*OPENING HYMN #33 “How Great Thou Art” O STOR GUD 
 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION (Unison) 
 O Lord we come before You with praise and thanksgiving for all the blessings You bestow 
upon us. Join us now to receive our praise, hear our petitions and speak Your word to us. 
Open our hearts that we may truly be aware of Your presence amongst us. We ask this 
through Jesus our Savior as we continue to pray using the words He taught us… 

 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Linda Birch 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 

 
TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION BEFORE CONFESSING OUR SINS TO GOD AND ONE ANOTHER 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)   Linda Birch 
 Jesus, You gave us the perfect example for living and You summed up the whole law with the 
word love. Why is it so hard for us to love as You did? For all the times we put ourselves and 
our desires ahead of others’ needs we ask Your forgiveness. For the times we sought revenge, 
kept an argument going, denied someone else mercy or looked away from injustice, we ask 
You for mercy. Help us to be more like You; loving and kind. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 

 

RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

(Children will leave to go to Sunday School) 

 
SCRIPTURES Micah 6:6-8   Matthew 5:1-12 (pew Bible pages 757 & 785) 
 

SERMON “How Blessed We Are!” Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS     

 Invitation    
  

 Offertory Anthem  Judy Ellis 
 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 
 

*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  Linda Birch 
 Blessed we are! O Lord, make us a blessing to others in Your name. We dedicate our gifts of 
time, ability, money and love so Your ministry can continue through our church and all people 
may know Your blessings. Amen 

 



4 

 

BEING THE CHURCH   
 

*CLOSING HYMN #464 “God of Grace and God of Glory” vs 1-4 CWM RHONDDA 

 
*BENEDICTION  Rev. Betsy Dorsi 
  

Thank you to Judy Ellis for playing today in Joe’s absence. 
 
Linda Birch serves as liturgist today. 
Linda Borglund and Theresa DiMeo are deacons of the day. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Micah 6:6-8 
6 “With what shall I come before the Lord 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, 
    and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice and to love kindness 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 
    

Matthew 5:1-12 
 

5 When Jesus[a] saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
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11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely[b] on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 
 

Prayers 

New Prayers: Edward Birch – Linda’s son. 

Continued Prayers: Steve Lindberg; Janet Rivard's mother - Ann Kaiser, and her brother - Jim 
Bohan; Janet Harvey; Carolyn Bent’s sister-in-law Debbie Bent; Margaret’s daughter, 
Hannah Vhatty; Ed Wong; Cathy Purcell, her doctors & family; Kevin, Pam Kapitz’s nephew; Tom 
Morgan’s brother Harry; Dee Mumby, Cathie Achorn’s mother; Dan Byers; Nancy Walker (Deb 
Boucher’s mom); Roberta Di Terlizzi’s mother Donata; Dan (a friend of Deb and Rich Boucher); 
The Lord family. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please 
let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 

 

 

CALL TO A SPECIAL MEETING, FEBRUARY 12, 2023 
 

A Special Meeting of The Congregational Church of Westborough will be held on Sunday, 
February 12, 2023, immediately following worship in the sanctuary.  The meeting will be 
broadcast via Zoom where those who are church members can vote online.  The purpose of the 
meeting is as follows: 
 

1.  To discuss and vote on the church’s operations budget for 2023. 
2.  To transact such other business as may regularly come before the meeting. 
 

David R. Smith, Church Clerk 
 

PARISH LIFE – GAME NIGHT 
Friday, Feb. 3, 2023 - Join us for game night at 5 pm in the vestry.  All ages are welcome.  We will 
have pizza and salad, and desserts. 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST – FEB 19TH 
Join us Sunday, Feb. 19th after church for our annual Pancake Brunch where you will enjoy 
pancakes and toppings, bacon, eggs, sausage, fruit, juice, coffee, and tea. For more information, 
call Cathie Achorn at  508-380-8671.     
 

(Come celebrate Shrove Sunday or Mardi Gras before Lent starts on Ash Wednesday.) 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMS 
 

February Women's Fellowship Meeting at 6:15 pm in the Vestry on Feb.6, 2023. After the 
meeting we will go to the sanctuary for the musical program. 
 

Piano and Organ Program-Monday, Feb.6, 2023 at 7 PM 
Piano and Organ Demonstration and musical duets by Jim and Linda Duncan  at The 
Congregational Church of Westborough in the Sanctuary. Refreshments to follow. Bring your 
friends.  All invited (This will be advertised town wide.)  Sponsored by the Women's Fellowship 
 

Missions for February: 
1)Monetary donations for Valentine Gift cards to send to our college students with a card letting 
them know how much our church we think about them. 

2)We are also collecting for The Purse Project as they have asked for items. There is a box in the 
library for donations of small shampoo, lotion, toothpaste etc. For information about this contact 
Donna Morgan (DKMNM@aol.com) or Cathie Achorn (508-380-8671) 
 

Looking Ahead… 

March 6, 2023 -  POTLUCK SUPPER, Appetizers at 6PM  Dinner at 6:30PM   Short Meeting after 
7PM - Bring a dish to share.  
WF mission for March is the Food Pantry. 
 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP VALENTINE GIFTS 
The Women’s Fellowship will be sending some love from our church for Valentine’s Day to our 
college students, and our active-duty military.  This year we will again be sending Amazon Gift 
Cards.   
 

Parents / guardians / grandparents:  
 

·       PLEASE put their names and addresses in writing…it helps reduce mistakes.  To have an 
envelope returned would prevent them from getting it in time for Valentine’s Day. 
 

·       Please get back to me (DKMNM@aol.com) as soon as possible. 
 

The deadline is Monday, February 6th, but the sooner we know the number, the better (and 
easier) it is for us.  We want all the recipients to get them in time. We will mail them out as soon 
as we get the names and addresses of the students/service person. 
 

Thanks for your help – Donna Morgan 
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SCOUT SUNDAY – FEB 12TH  

Calling all scouts - past and present!  We will be celebrating both Boy & Girl Scouts on Sunday, 
February 12th, during worship. The Service will feature Scouts in Worship leadership positions and 
will help us all remember and celebrate the bond between Scouting and our church. Scouts, 
please let the church office know if you plan to attend so we can include you as a Worship leader. 
Come in your Scout uniform to show your pride in Scouting. 
 

GROCERY CARDS 
                      Profit:   $4,882.50                                                       Goal for 2022: $6,000 
                     YTD 2023:  $ 461.25                                                     Goal for 2023: $6,000 
 
 

Year End Update:  Although we didn’t quite reach our goal for 2022, we saw our profit increase 
by 10% over 2021. With a bit of a push from all of you while enticing new folks to participate, we 
feel optimistic about reaching our 2023 goal. Office sales have been strong, delivery list is 
increasing, and we love to see you on Sunday morning. And don't be shy about asking to be put 
on our delivery list. We'll bring the grocery gift cards to you! Shop local and stay well. Thanks! 
The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or millarhutch@aol.com, Sally Petersen 
508 259-2788 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com, Nancy Quimby 774 843-4431 or 
nquimby11@gmail.com, Linda Crawford 508 898-9527 or lindacrawf@gmail.com  
 

 

 Calendar Jan. 29
th
   – Feb 5

th 

Jan 29  Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship 
 Sunday School 
 

Jan 30 Monday (office closed) 
 

Jan 31  Tuesday 
7-8PM  Bells Rehearse 
 

Feb 1  Wednesday  
3:30 PM Journey Home Singers 
6:30-8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal in Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb 2  Thursday (no events) 
 

Feb 3  Friday (no events) 
 

Feb 4   Saturday  
 

Feb 5   Communion Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship 
    

 

mailto:sbpetersen4@gmsil.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:lindacrawf@gmail.com

