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EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 

 
 
 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 
believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 
our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. We invite and welcome into 
our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this church, persons of every 
race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, family structure, 
faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical ability.  We say, and mean, 
“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” We 
declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 
belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready 
to proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of 
participation in this congregation. 

 

 

WELCOME! 
 

Are you visiting with us today? We are glad you are here! 
WHETHER YOU HAVE JOINED US BY PHONE, IPAD, OR COMPUTER 

 

We celebrate “OPEN DOORS and GROWING FAITH” 
“No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

If you are here for a brief visit or are searching, let us be of help. 
 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BE INSPIRED AND PRAYERFULLY FILLED IN OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
and that YOU WILL FEEL WELCOMED, AS ONE WHO BELONGS! 

 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 
 

Peter Graham, Interim Bridge Minister – petegrahamiam@icloud.com  
Joseph Stillitano, Director of Music – uccwestboromusic@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 
Lisa Coffey, Administrator – westboroucc@verizon.net 

   
Office hours: Tues – Friday 9am – 1pm, Monday Closed 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 
 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net , Church website- www.uccwestboro.org   
www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 

mailto:petegrahamiam@icloud.com
mailto:uccwestboromusic@gmail.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

 

January 2, 2022 Epiphany of Our Lord 
 

 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   (SHOWN ONLINE AND ON THE SANCTUARY SCREENS) 9:45 AM 
 

PRELUDE   
 

INVITING THE WORD 
 

CHURCH BELLS TO CALL US  10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME  Pete Graham 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP      from Connections: Worship Companion (Year c, Vol 1) Darvin Kapitz 
Leader: Arise, shine; for your light has come,  
People: and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
Leader: Come, see and radiant. 
People: Come, thrill and rejoice. 

 

*OPENING SONG #151 “The First Noel” THE FIRST NOEL 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION  from Connections: Worship Companion (Year c, Vol 1) Darvin Kapitz 
God of the sunrise and the evening star, You have revealed to us Your love in Jesus 
Christ:  a love so long expected, yet so surprising in its unfolding.  Gather us from 
near and far.  Awaken us to Your unexpected revelation, the justice of Your slow-
dawning kin-dom, the mystery of Your boundless invitation.  Shine through us, that 
all people would be drawn to Your light in us; through Jesus Christ, who taught us to 
pray, saying… 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  Darvin Kapitz 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, Amen. 
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RECEIVING THE WORD 
 

YOUTH MESSAGE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 60:1-6   Darvin Kapitz 
 NRSV (Pew Bible page 602) 
REFLECTION  Pete Graham 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM  
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Pete Graham 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (as found on the inside cover of your hymn book) 
 

INVOCATION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS  
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING by Rev. Michelle L. Torigian 
God of Light and Love, we cherish this table in this season when the nights are long and 
cold.  Through this meal, may the comfort in our souls sustain us through winter and 
nudge us to create welcoming spaces for our neighbors.  With gratitude, we leave here 
energized to kindle Your love in this world. Amen. 

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   

 Invitation   Pete Graham 
  

 Offertory  
 

   “For online giving, scan QR code with your phone’s camera” 
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*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)     ministrymatters.com Darvin Kapitz 
God of light and promise, we bring our gifts to further Your work in a dark world.  
May they bring Your light to those overwhelmed by darkness, pain, and loneliness.  
Accept these gifts of money and time, indeed, the gift of our very selves.  Let them 
shine for all to see, and be brought into the sphere of Your love and righteousness.  
Amen. 

 

BEING THE CHURCH  
 

*CLOSING SONG #182 “Transform Us” PICARDY 
 

*BENEDICTION  Pete Graham 
 

Darvin Kapitz served as liturgist today. 
Linda Borglund and Linda Birch are Deacons of the day. 
Judy Ellis is our pianist this week. 
 
 

The service is ended – If you are joining us on Zoom, please wait while we invite you 
back into our gallery for our virtual coffee hour. 
 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READING        
 

Isaiah 60:1-6  New Revised Standard Version 
 

60 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
    and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
    and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
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4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
    they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
    your heart shall thrill and rejoice,[a] 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
    all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
    and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

 

Prayers 

Continued Prayers: Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Betty Gray’s niece Heather and 
family; Lynne Caldwell; Pat Ainsleigh. 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 
eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, 
please let a Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  
If you would like a prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

Thank you to those that have hosted Fellowship Hour! Please help out by signing up for 

Fellowship. At this time we have no one signed up at all. 
 

2022 PLEDGE ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE 

For all those people who submitted a pledge for 2022 and requested pledge envelopes, the 

booklets are now available in the church library to be picked up at your convenience whenever 
the church is open.  If you would like to have either weekly or monthly envelopes for your use, 
even if you did not submit a pledge, you may call Dave Smith at 508-366-8174.  The Stewardship 
Committee thanks you for your participation. 
 

DONATIONS COLLECTION 

We are collecting yard sale items, fair items and online sales items.  Drop off at the church,  

9am - 12 pm, Saturday mornings 
January 8th * February 12th * March 12th * April 9th 

Questions call Diane Lindberg 508 981-3713. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+60&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18827a
mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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MENS BREAKFAST GROUP 

Please join us for coffee, fellowship and spiritual conversation.  The group meets on Saturdays 

from 9am – 12pm.  January 8, February 12, March 12, April 9, May 14.  Questions call Steve 
Lindberg 508 981-3712. 
  

GROCERY CARDS 

Many thanks for your kind generosity towards the Youth and Family Services as well as towards 

the Westborough Food Pantry. The gift cards that you donated brighten the holiday of our 
friends and neighbors. Grocery Cards will not be available on Sunday morning December 26th or 
January 2nd. We'll be back in the vestry on January 9th. But we don't want you to go hungry! 
Stop by the Church Office or add your name to our delivery list. Merry Christmas and a Happy 
Healthy New Year!  The Grocery Card Team: Karen Hutchinson 508 870-1782 or 
millarhutch@aol.com, or Sally Petersen 508 366-5169 or sbpetersen4@gmsil.com.  

 
 

              CALENDAR FOR  JAN 2 – JAN 9
th
             

 
            

 
  

 
 

Jan 2 Communion Sunday  

10:00 AM Worship Service 
 

Jan 3 Monday (closed) 

7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Jan 4 Tuesday  
6:30-7:30 PM Bell Rehearsal/Music Rm 
 

Jan 5 Wednesday  

9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 

3:30-4:30 PM Journey Home Singers 

6:30-8:30 PM Chancel Choir 
 

Jan 6 Thursday (no events) 
 

Jan 7 Friday (no events) 
 

Jan 8 Saturday 

12 PM Yard Sale Drop off 
 

Jan 9 Sunday  

10:00 AM Worship Service  

 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmsil.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiskrPpmePJAhVFcj4KHeRHBnsQjRwICTAA&url=http://www.picgifs.com/graphics/christmas-star/&psig=AFQjCNEBgXegvZNm-wanRmx-tMg85bin1w&ust=1450452248264744
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