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Statement of Inclusion 
We, the people of The Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church of Christ, 

believe that all people are created equal, in God’s image.  “We are all God’s children.”  In 

our journey of faith, we strive for justice and equality for all. 
 

We invite and welcome into our community and into the full life and Christian ministry of this 

church, persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

expression, family structure, faith background, economic circumstance, mental and physical 

ability.  We say, and mean, “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

are welcome here.” 
 

We declare ourselves an Open and Affirming Christian community, actively expressing our 

belief in diversity and inclusion.  We seek to be a faith community centered in Christ, ready to 

proclaim the Gospel and seek to grow through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit.  

We offer to each person acceptance and the responsibilities and blessings of participation in 

this congregation. 

 

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning 
 

Children... 
 

 Four and Under:  The nursery is available downstairs during the service if 

needed. 

 Pre-K and Up: Will go to Faith Formation after the Time with Children & Youth  

except on Communion Sundays, they will go after the Lord’s Prayer.  Outside 

the sanctuary are bags filled with crayons to keep little hands busy in pews! 

 

Visitors of all ages... 
 

 We're glad you are here!  

 You are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room downstairs 

directly under the sanctuary 

 
Folks new and returning to worship... 
 

 There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable. 

 We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us that we're alive! 

 Generally, we stand for the opening of the service and for singing. 

 We sing with joy and Spirit, without fear of judgement. 

 We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care. 

 We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.  We 

pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles. 

 We share communion with all who are willing-especially children 
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Jan 13, 2019                                                                                       10:00 AM  
 

“Just remember in the winter, far beneath the bitter snow, lays a seed that with the Sun/Son’s 

Love, In the Spring, becomes The Rose.”           - The Rose  
 

*The Congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME!  Rev. Sue Remick 
 

*OPENING HYMN #2 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” HYMN TO JOY 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: God’s spirit is moving among us; give thanks! Our God is about to do a new thing in 

our midst. 
 

People: In our endings are our beginnings; and in our goodbyes are future hello’s. 
 

Leader: God has done great things for us; we are glad! Now God is pointing us toward new 

goals. 
 

People: We are waiting to hear what God would have us do; we are ready to risk new 

behaviors to be faithful. 
 

Leader: Into the wilderness of our lives comes living water. Into the sorrow of our days comes 

great reason for joy. 
 

ALL: Forgetting what lies behind, we greet our future; we press on, responding to the 

upward call of Christ. 
 

*OPENING PRAYER 

For the seeds you have sown in our midst, O God, we are most grateful!  May You continue to 

sow Your seed for we are prepared to receive what You offer.  We want to know You and to bear 

fruit for Your reign among us.  We want to meditate on Your Ways and keep Your 

commandments.  Draw us into the new covenant You have fashioned for us in Jesus Christ so that 

we may fulfill our ministry.  We pray all this in the name of the One who taught us to pray, 

saying: 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

(Everyone may be seated.) 
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BELL CHOIR ANTHEM “Prayer For Humanity” Linda Lamb 

 Festival Ringers, dir. by Sue Menzel 

 

CHILDREN’S SCRIPTURE 1 Corninthians 13: 1-8, 13 (pew Bible page 934) 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME Love Is Best Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

 (written by our very own member, six year old Kristina DiTerlizzi) 

 

(Children leave for faith formation; people greet one another with the Love of Christ.) 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS   
 

Invitation:  You shall love God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

strength, and with all your mind; and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  This love 

motivates our giving.  As God has loved us, we return that love in our offering of energy, time 

and resources. 
  

 (In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and pass to 

the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put down your name, 

but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, please leave the sheet on the top 

of the book at the end of the pew.  Thanks!) 
 

 JoySpring Anthem “Take Me In Your Arms” by Jack Glennon 
 

 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 

May these gifts and our lives bear fruit in many good works, increasing among all people 

knowledge of God, patience and endurance, wisdom and understanding, love and joy.  We 

would act with compassion TOWARD ONE ANOTHER AND TOWARD NEIGBORS 

NEAR AND FAR.  Thankful for the mercy You have shown us, O God, we pledge ourselves 

and these offerings to extend mercy to all.  Amen. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER  Pete Graham 

 

SERMON SCRIPTURE Mark 4:3-9 (Pew Bible page 815) 

 

SERMON Sowing Seeds Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 

 

*CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM     “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” by Johann Sebastian Bach 

 String Ensemble 
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ENDING OF THE MINISTRY OF REVEREND ELAINE S. GAETANI IN WESTBOROUGH 

  Rev. Kelly Gallagher 
 

Leader: On Thanksgiving 2005 the Congregational Church of Westborough, United Church 

of Christ, called Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani as their Associate Minister.  
 

Rev. Elaine: I thank all of you for the love, kindness and support you have shown me during all 

of my years here.  I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made.  I am grateful for 

the ways my leadership has been accepted.  As I leave, I carry with me all that I 

have learned here.   
 

PEOPLE: We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and accept that you now leave 

to be called to minister elsewhere.  We express our gratitude for your time 

among us.  We ask your forgiveness for our mistakes.  Your influence on our 

faith and faithfulness will not leave us as you leave.  
 

Leader: Do you, the members and friends of the Congregational Church of Westborough, 

now release Rev. Elaine Gaetani from her ministry among you?   
 

PEOPLE: We do, with the help of God.   
 

Leader: Do you offer your encouragement for her future ministry as she seeks a new 

position as a Pastor in a UCC congregation?   
 

PEOPLE: We do, with the help of god.   
 

Leader: Do you, Rev. Elaine release this local church from turning to you and depending 

on you?   
 

Rev. Elaine: I do, with the help of God.   
 

Leader: Do you offer your encouragement for the continued ministry here and on the 

relationship with another who will come to serve? 
 

Rev. Elaine: I do, with the help of God.   

 
WITNESS OF THE ASSOCIATION/ CONFERENCE.  

 
PRAYER OF SENDING  Rev. Sue Remick  
 

(Invite Elaine’s spouse Stephen to please come forward, followed by Rev. Elaine’s PRC, 

followed by Deacons, and then entire congregation)  

 

*CONGREGATIONAL SONG “Be Thou My Vision” Hymn #595, SLANE 

 

*BENEDICTION (Responsorial) 

Leader: Grace to you and peace, from God our Creator. Continue this day your love for all the 

saints.  

People: We will love God with our whole being. We will care for ourselves and others as 

God’s beloved children. 
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Leader: Be filled with spiritual wisdom and understanding. Bear fruit and grow in good works 

by God’s power.   

ALL: God’s compassion surrounds us today and always.  Let us live as people delivered 

from the power of evil and carry the Spirit of Christ within us,where so ever we 

are called!  Amen.  Amen.   

 

*POSTLUDE “Take Me In Your Arms” by Jack Glennon 

 

String Ensemble: Sarah Garrett-Regnier, Malika Das, Allie Regnier, Maryana Das, violin; Julya 

Piears, viola; Katherine O’Toole, cello 
 

Julie Hutchinson served as liturgist. 

Rhona Naddamba and Andrew Kafumbe are Deacons of the day. 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR JAN 13, 2019  
 

New Prayers: Betty Barclay nursing a broken foot. 

Continued Prayers: Carolyn Bent; Serena Leiser; Joshua Nichols (grandson of Richard Nichols) who was in 

a motor vehicle accident; Anna Gavel, granddaughter/cousin of Karen Gavel and the Oevermanns; Linda 

Polatka (Cathie Achorn’s sister); Linda & Dick Birch; Ron and Nancy Clark’s daughter, Melissa 

Dickinson.  
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office. 
 

 

PRAYER TIME CARDS 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up on 

Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the 

sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon, Thanks! 

 

THANK YOU FROM MISSIONS 

Thanks to you, our congregation, friends and family, we were able to provide gifts for about 100 children in 

need this Christmas! Just imagine their eyes as they looked under the tree and saw gifts! What a joy it must 

have been...all because our congregation has hearts of gold! You made Christmas special for these children 

and provided much needed help to their parents/guardians.  This Mission brings so much joy! We couldn’t 

have done it without all of you.  Thank you!! Your Missions Team 

 

COME TO “THE WELL” WEDNESDAYS AT 7PM  

Each Wednesday, join us at “The Well,” for worship, reflection, conversation, and study in a relaxed 

environment designed for mid-week spiritual refreshment.  We gather on Wednesday nights at 7:00 in the 

chapel.  There will be contemplative worship, Bible study, and deep conversation, clear and cool and 

refreshing enough to get you through the rest of the week.  Come thirsty and drink deeply.  The Well is 

facilitated by Pastoral Associate, Pete Graham. 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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CALLING ALL KNITTERS! 

As winter sets in it's time to pull out those knitting needles and crochet hooks.  We need to replenish our 

supply of prayer shawls and cold, snowy days are the perfect time to knit.  These beautiful shawls are like a 

giant hug for someone who is hurting.  If you need a pattern, please let me know.  We will plan to bless the 

shawls in early spring.  Completed shawls can be left at the church office where Lisa will put them in the 

box for blessing.  Thank you for giving your time and talent to this special ministry.  Pam Faustine  978-

464-2026 
 

FLOWER COMMITTEE 

If you would like to dedicate flowers in honor or in memory of another individual, please put your name on 

the flower chart in the vestry or contact a member of the flower committee or let the office know which 

Sunday you would like.  If you have never done this before, contact a committee member and they will 

inform you of the procedure.  It’s always nice to have special flowers on the chancel! 

 

GROCERY CARDS 

2018  Goal:  $ 8,000                     2018 Total:  $ 6,890.50 

2019  Goal:  $ 8,000                     2019  YTD:  $ 107.00    

OOPS! We were $1100 short of our commitment to the Church Operation Budget for 2018 by about 

$1,100.  Together we can change that for 2019 as we all set new goals. If every grocery shopper in Church 

carries a grocery card for just those quick trips into the store and if all our faithful customers continue to be 

faithful, we can meet this challenge together. Eat healthy, shop locally, and carry a grocery card. If you 

can’t make it to church contact Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy 

Quimby at 774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 

366.5169. They’d be happy to deliver them. 
 

 

DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  The next dinner will be Thursday, Feb 7
th

. Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 

 

BLOOD DRIVE - SATURDAY, JANUARY 19
TH

  

The Congregational Church of Westborough and the American Red Cross are teaming up for our 12
th
 blood 

drive in honor of Corinne Sciarappa this Saturday, January 19
th

! Corinne continues her courageous fight 

against rhabdomyosarcoma, undergoing chemotherapy and frequent blood and platelet transfusions. 

Corinne has received over 160 units of blood and platelets throughout her treatment thus far.  During this 

busy and festive holiday season, it is so important to remember that cancer patients like Corinne rely on the 

generosity of blood donors like you!  We invite you to give the most precious gift: the gift of life. 
 

We highly recommend scheduling an appointment to donate.  You can sign up by calling 1-800-

REDCROSS or visiting redcrossblood.org, sponsor code Corinne.  Volunteer help and donation of baked 

goods are also very much appreciated.  To volunteer, contact anitalawler@verizon.net.  

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look for the 

sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 
 

 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=corinne
mailto:anitalawler@verizon.net
mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
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Rev. Sue Remick, Interim Pastor – revsuerem@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Joseph Stillitano, Interim Minister of Music – josephmstillitano@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Peter Graham, Pastoral Associate – petegrahamiam@icloud.com 

Office hours: closed Mon; Tues & Wed 9am-2pm, Thurs 10am-2pm, Fri 9am-1pm 

Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net, Church website www.uccwestboro.org  

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 
 

 

 

 

CALENDAR   Jan 13
th
 - Jan 20

th  

 
Jan 13 Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 
11:30 AM Fannie Forbes Room in use 
2:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 

Jan 14 Monday (office closed) 
7:30 PM Troop Comm/Kerygma Room 
7:30 PM AA/Nursery 
 

Jan 15 Tuesday (no scheduled events) 
 

Jan 16 Wednesday –Evangel Deadline 
9:30 AM Called to Care/Kerygma Room 
3:30 PM Journey Home Singers 
7:00 PM The Well/Chapel 
6:30 PM Chancel Choir 
7:00 PM Cabinet/Kerygma Room 
7:30 PM JoySpring 

 

Jan 17 Thursday  
9:00 AM Playgroup/Nursery 
1:30 PM PCC/Fannie Forbes Rm. 
 

Jan 18 Friday (no scheduled 
events) 

 

Jan 19 Saturday 
8:30-2:30  Blood Drive/Vestry, chapel 
 

Jan 20 Sunday  
10:00 AM Worship & Faith Formation 
11:15 AM Music Committee 
6:30 PM GSA/Kerygma Room 

 

mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
http://www.uccwestboro.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYj_iM2obfAhUFheAKHXVjDE8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.epicsignsonline.com/Handicap-Accessible-Symbol-Sticker-S365-BLDG1.htm&psig=AOvVaw39SDTL9eTGeE7MmQpCTR7I&ust=1544031069637157

