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Introduction 
It’s the Most Wonderful Time of The Year  

(Luke 1:1-4) 

Why is it the Most Wonderful Time of Year? 
As I write this, there are still two weeks until the beginning of fall. And yet, even though it is still 
technically summer, I am sitting in my office at the church, watching snow fall from the hushed 
and still sky. A snowy day like today reminds that the most wonderful time of year is just around 
the corner (I can almost hear Andy Williams crooning somewhere in the background). 

By the time you read this, it will be close to November 29, the first day of Advent. And you 
might be wondering what exactly it is that makes Advent and Christmas so special. 2020 has 
been a particularly difficult year for so many different reasons; quite frankly, I am sure that there 
are many of you who are not at all in the holiday spirit this year.  

If you feel that way this year, let me encourage you by saying that Advent and Christmas are 
about so much more than parties or putting on a happy face, even when you do not feel much 
like smiling. Rather, Advent and Christmas are a time of year during which we Christians 
intentionally look back to the first Advent of Jesus Christ, as well as forward to his second 
Advent, which has yet to take place.  

Why is this the most wonderful time of the year? Because it is a season during which we 
remember that even though we are fallen and alienated from God, God sent His only Son into the 
world to redeem and unite us to Himself. Because it a season during which we remember that 
even though our world is in shambles and out of sorts, Jesus will return at some point in the 
future to restore all things. And—because of these two different, yet connected historical events
—you and I are able to live with our lives with abiding joy, peace, hope, and love. 

Advent and the Gospel of Luke 
During Advent this year, we are going to be focusing our attention on the gospel of Luke. In 
many ways, Luke is the perfect resource for us as we approach the end of 2020. One of the more 
important features of Luke, especially when compared to Matthew, Mark, and John, is that it was 
written with the intent of validating the historical events of Jesus’ birth, life, death, resurrection, 
and even his second coming. Take a look at today’s passage, Luke 1:1-4. Luke begins his gospel 
by saying, “I’ve investigated everything about Jesus really carefully, and want you to know what 
I’ve discovered.” 
 
This is not to say that the events recorded in Matthew, Mark, and John do not correspond to 
history, but rather that Luke simply emphasizes the historical reality of Jesus’ life more than the 
other gospels. Luke urges us to approach Jesus as someone who actually lived. He wants us to 
view the events of Jesus’ life as things that really happened. And because these events actually 
happened in the course of history, Luke wants us to understand that human existence has been 



fundamentally and radically changed as a result. This is precisely why this is the most wonderful 
time of the year! 

For the next four weeks, we will be examining some of the dramatic ways that Jesus’ entire 
existence—from his birth to his second coming—affects our lives, according to Luke.  

Advent and Justice 
Please note that we are trying something new this year. One of the key themes of Luke is the 
justice of Christ; Jesus has a deep compassion for those who are vulnerable or less fortunate (we 
will be looking at this in depth during the third week of Advent). We simply cannot talk about 
justice without actually trying to be just! As such, in addition to our other Advent service 
projects, we are going to use the next few weeks as an opportunity to set-up and stock-up a food 
pantry at the church.  

Here is what I need from you. At the beginning of Advent, you will need to find a large box and 
put it somewhere in your house. Each day during Advent you will read the corresponding 
devotion. At the end of the devotion you will notice that there will be a non-perishable food item 
listed; add that item to your box (we will include a list of all items on the next page so that you 
do not have to make a ton of extra trips to the grocery store). Then, on Christmas Eve, you will 
bring it to the filled box to church so that we can distribute them to families in need!  
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Each day, add an item to a box. 
On Christmas Eve, bring the box and its contents to the church 

so that we can add it to our food pantry. 



THE FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT—A TIME FOR PREPARATION

“In a very real sense, the Christian community lives in Advent all the time. It can well be
called the Time Between, because the people of God live in the time between the first
coming of Christ, incognito in the stable of Bethlehem, and his second coming, in glory, to
judge the living and the dead. In the Time Between, ‘our lives are hidden with Christ in God;
when Christ who is our life appears, then we also will appear with him in glory’ (Col. 3:3-4).
Advent contends within itself the crucial balance of the now and the not-yet that our faith
requires . . . The disappointment, brokenness, suffering, and pain that characterize life in this
present world is held in dynamic tension with the promise of future glory that is yet to
come. In that Advent tension, the church lives its life.” - Fleming Rutledge, Advent: The
Once & Future Coming of Jesus Christ

“The first coming of Christ the Lord, God’s son and our God, was in obscurity; the second
will be in sight of the whole world. When he came in obscurity no one recognized him but
his own servants; when he comes openly he will be known by both good people and bad.
When he came in obscurity, it was to be judged; when he comes openly it will be to judge.” -
St. Augustine

“For outlandish creatures like us, on our way to a heart, a brain, and courage, Bethlehem is
not the end of our journey but only the beginning – not home but the place through which
we must pass if ever we are to reach home at last.” - Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent
Defeat

Welcome to the first week of Advent! This week, our readings from the Gospel of Luke deal
with the coming of God’s Kingdom. Before Jesus was born, an angel approached Mary and
announced that she was going to give birth to a son from the line of king David. The son
would become a King who would reign over the whole Earth for eternity.

Throughout His ministry, Jesus proclaimed that His birth – His first Advent – had signified
the arrival of God’s Kingdom on Earth. However, Jesus also repeatedly emphasized that the
Kingdom would only become fully present following His second Advent. This week, we
recognize that Advent is a time to prepare for both the present and coming Kingdom of Jesus
Christ.



November 29th – The First Sunday of Advent

JESUS’ BIRTH AND THE ARRIVAL OF THE KINGDOM ARE FORETOLD
Luke 1:26-38

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.
33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will
be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her
old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was
said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary
said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her.



Matt Stiveson

Today is October 13. That means Election Day is just 21 days away. As of today, the Center
for Responsive Politics, a nonpartisan group that tracks money in politics, is predicting that
the 2020 election will end up being the costliest in U.S. history. Current estimates show that
a total of $10.8 billion will be spent on election (that’s $5.2 billion for the presidential race
and $5.6 billion on House and Senate races). If these estimates hold true, then election
spending in 2020 will end up costing 50% more than the 2016 election, when adjusted for
inflation.

Consider how big of a number 10.8 billion is for just a moment. Let’s suppose, for the sake of
argument, that you could count one number every second without stopping. It would take
you approximately 31 years, 251 days, 7 hours, 46 minutes, and 40 seconds to count to just
one billion! Counting to ten billion? It would simply be impossible to do in one lifetime. As
such, $10.8 billion is, in my mind at least, an incomprehensible amount of money!

Elections – especially presidential elections – are all about power and wealth. Compare that
to the birth of Jesus. As Adam Hamilton says in his book Incarnation: Rediscovering the
Significance of Christmas, “[Jesus] was born in a stable, with an animal’s feeding trough for a
bed. He grew up in the obscure village of Nazareth in the first-century Jewish equivalent of
‘the other side of the tracks.’ Far from billionaire status, he was trained at making tools and
farm implements, doors, and furniture, and likely was a skilled handyman.”

As we enter into Advent this week, we will be considering the ways in which our King and
His Kingdom operate differently from the ways of our world! Jesus, the Son of the Most
High, descended from His throne in Heaven and entered into human existence, not to obtain
power and wealth, but rather to serve and to ultimately sacrifice His own life to redeem us
from the powers of sin, death, and darkness. And as citizens of Jesus’ Kingdom, we are to
demonstrate that same selfless love, not only during Advent, but every single day of our
lives.

PRAYER
King Jesus, we know that Your Kingdom operates differently from the ways of our fallen
world. As we enter into the holy season of Advent, we pray that You would continue
prepare us for life in Your Kingdom; help us love others selflessly, as You have first loved us!



November 30th

JESUS’ BAPTISM AND GENEALOGY
Luke 3:21-38

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

23 Jesus was about thirty years old when he began his work. He was the son (as
was thought) of Joseph son of Heli, 24 son of Matthat, son of Levi, son of
Melchi, son of Jannai, son of Joseph, 25 son of Mattathias, son of Amos, son of
Nahum, son of Esli, son of Naggai, 26 son of Maath,  son of Mattathias, son of
Semein, son of Josech, son of Joda, 27 son of Joanan, son of Rhesa, son of
Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, son of Neri, 28 son of Melchi, son of Addi, son of
Cosam,  son of Elmadam, son of Er, 29 son of Joshua, son of Eliezer, son of
Jorim, son of Matthat, son of Levi, 30 son of Simeon, son of Judah, son of
Joseph, son of Jonam, son of Eliakim, 31 son of Melea, son of Menna, son of
Mattatha, son of Nathan, son of David, 32 son of Jesse, son of Obed, son of Boaz,
son of Sala, son of Nahshon, 33 son of Amminadab, son of Admin, son of
Arni,[e] son of Hezron, son of Perez, son of Judah, 34 son of Jacob, son of Isaac,
son of Abraham, son of Terah,  son of Nahor, 35 son of Serug, son of Reu, son of
Peleg, son of Eber, son of Shelah, 36 son of Cainan, son of Arphaxad, son of
Shem, son of Noah, son of Lamech, 37 son of Methuselah, son of Enoch, son of
Jared, son of Mahalaleel, son of Cainan, 38 son of Enos, son of Seth, son of
Adam, son of God.



Ruth Hillesheim

In 1806, five Williams College students met for their twice weekly prayer meeting, in a
farmers’ field. When a thunderstorm struck, they dove for cover inside a haystack. They
became the “Haystack Prayer Meeting” group. Aims were to send out missionaries to the
East. In 1808, the “Brethren” formed to instill within its members a mission witnessing to
those without Christ.

A few years later the American Board of Foreign Missionaries was formed. The first foreign
missionaries went to Asia from America in 1812. Later, several young men, including Samuel
Mills and Adoniram Judsen, helped form the American Bible Society and United Foreign
Missionary Society. Within the first 50 years 150 missionaries were sent overseas. In 1961,
the group had merged to become the United Church Board for Missions. After 150 years this
American board had sent out 5,000 missionaries. And it all began when five men leapt into a
haystack praying to get out of the rain. Thus began “The Haystack Missionaries.” What a
heritage!

Today, everyone is concerned about heritage and genealogy. Where do you come from and
who do you look like? Who are your people? Being adopted, I am regularly told, “You don’t
look like anyone in the family!” and, “Aren’t you glad you were adopted?” Genealogies help
us to validate, to prove a certain heritage. And today’s Scripture validates the heritage of
Jesus Christ by connecting Him to Old Testament figures, such as King David, Abraham, and
even Adam.

Interestingly though, Luke does something unique in his Gospel: he places Jesus’ geneaology
right after his baptism. Luke wants us to see that Jesus’ isn’t just a son of David, Abraham,
and Adam, but the beloved Son of God as well. What a heritage indeed!

Sometimes, we get lost in the midst of the begats, the blessings, and bewilderment of biblical
genealogies that we miss out on their significance for our own lives. We forget that it’s
precisely because of Jesus’ heritage that we too are able to consider ourselves part of God’s
family too, an identity which is validated by the birth, cross, and resurrection of Christ. How
humbled are we by our heritage, genealogy and legacy! Privileged and blessed are we to call
Jesus Savior and glory at what He has done for us!

PRAYER
Father God, we thank You for the gift of Your Son, Jesus. Thank You for allowing Him to be
our worthy savior, friend, companion and brother. Thank You for our heritage, genealogy,
and our legacy. It is like no other! In your name we pray. Amen.



December 1st

THE PURPOSE OF JESUS’ MINISTRY
Luke 4:42-44

42 At daybreak he departed and went into a deserted place. And the crowds
were looking for him; and when they reached him, they wanted to prevent him
from leaving them. 43 But he said to them, “I must proclaim the good news of
the kingdom of God to the other cities also; for I was sent for this purpose.”
44 So he continued proclaiming the message in the synagogues of Judea.



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

A Box of Cereal

Tom Stiveson

Among mine and Karen’s favorite places to explore are the national parks in
Utah. We love the vast horizon, the impeccable highways, the rich colors, and
the mystique of the hoodoos and other formations.

Several years ago we set out on a day trip to check out a bed and breakfast in a
remote town. That was our goal. However, our minds were in vacation mode,
and we became a little distracted by the wonder and beauty all around us. We
weren’t thinking about things like the gasoline level in the vehicle...

Our story had a good ending in that our GPS successfully directed us to a
far-flung gas station to refuel. And we were able to get back on track to our
day’s destination. Unlike us, however, Jesus didn’t need a GPS to stay on track
because He never lost sight of His purpose or became distracted from it. 

In this passage, we see how much his followers loved Him. They wanted more
and more of Him. They begged Him to remain with them. But, Jesus remained
steadfastly dedicated to His mission to proclaim the good news of God’s
Kingdom, to bringing salvation to humanity. Even as a young boy Jesus knew
His purpose. Remember when He got separated from Mary and Joseph? He
responded to their angst by telling them, “I must be about my Father’s
business.” He never got lost or distracted! And neither should we.

PRAYER
Thank You, Jesus, for Your commitment to Your mission and puropse. Help us
to remember that You came and gave Your life for ALL people. Amen.



December 2nd

JESUS DEMONSTRATES THE POWER OF THE KINGDOM
Luke 4:31-41

31 He went down to Capernaum, a city in Galilee, and was teaching them on
the sabbath. 32 They were astounded at his teaching, because he spoke with
authority. 33 In the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an
unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Let us alone! What
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I
know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying,
“Be silent, and come out of him!” When the demon had thrown him down
before them, he came out of him without having done him any harm. 36 They
were all amazed and kept saying to one another, “What kind of utterance is
this? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and out
they come!” 37 And a report about him began to reach every place in the
region.

38 After leaving the synagogue he entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s
mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked him about her.
39 Then he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. Immediately
she got up and began to serve them.

40 As the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various
kinds of diseases brought them to him; and he laid his hands on each of them
and cured them. 41 Demons also came out of many, shouting, “You are the Son
of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because
they knew that he was the Messiah.



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Peanut Butter

Calvin & Karen Mann

The knowledge of this Scripture gives us hope in these troubling times – the
infinite power of Jesus will overcome.  I think from my life’s first memory to
my life now. There are many good memories and some not so good. But no
matter how hard things have gotten, no matter how strong evil has felt at
times, Jesus has always been present with us, like a powerful lion waiting to
protect us. Just knowing we are His and that He came to overcome the darkness
of this world is more than enough for us to overcome whatever challenges we
encounter. 

PRAYER
God of Heaven and Earth, we cling to Your courage, strength, and wisdom.
Thank You for sending Your Son to give us an example of Your mighty power
to overcome all that would defeat us. You are indeed our Mighty Lion! Amen.



December 3rd

THE PARABLES OF THE MUSTARD SEED AND YEAST
Luke 13:18-21

18 He said therefore, “What is the kingdom of God like? And to what should
I compare it? 19 It is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in the
garden;
it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.”

20 And again he said, “To what should I compare the kingdom of God? 21 It is
like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until
all of it was leavened.”



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Stuffing Mix

Sherry Carter

My Aunt Betty was a very classy woman that truly loved the Lord. She particularly enjoyed
dressing up for church on Sunday mornings. She wore big floppy hats with really colorful
hat pins to hold them in place and her dresses were always adorned with a jeweled pin
securely attached below her right shoulder. She would remove her gloves when she got
ready to play her violin in the church orchestra and her handkerchief always matched the
outfit that she wore. To complete her ensemble, she wore nylon stockings and high heeled
shoes. Aunt Betty didn’t have any children of her own so she “adopted” me into her family
and into her life. I adored her and she thought I hung the moon.

As a child, I loved to explore my Aunt Betty’s world of fashion. In her jewelry box, among
the beautiful pins, bracelets and necklaces, I came upon a necklace that had a very small seed
floating in water that was enclosed by a gold sphere. This was my first exposure to a
“mustard seed”. When I asked her about this unusual necklace she told me about the parable
of the mustard seed.

The Kingdom of God and the analogy of the small mustard seed planted in a garden and
growing into a tree reminds me of how my Aunt Betty and her seed of faith helped to lead
me to become a part of God’s Kingdom. My Aunt Betty not only opened my eyes to the
wonders of how small a mustard seed is, but more importantly to the love that Christ has for
us. Throughout her life, my Aunt Betty consistently shared her seed of faith with me.

PRAYER
Father God, during this time of Advent, it’s my sincere hope and desire that each of us will
take the time to recognize the opportunities that we have to plant our seeds of faith with
others. Amen.



December 4th

THE KINGDOM IS HERE . . . 
Luke 17:20-21

20 Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was
coming, and he answered, “The kingdom of God is not coming with things that
can be observed; 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There it is!’ For, in
fact, the kingdom of God is among you.”



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Boxed Potatoes

Curt Jeffreys

It sure doesn’t feel like the Kingdom is here, does it? Let’s be honest, 2020 has been a real
train wreck: the pandemic, quarantines, unemployment, politics, racial tension, forest fires –
you name it, we’ve been through it, all in the span of a few months, though it feels like
years. And just when  we think it can’t possibly get any worse, evil somehow finds a way.
There is only so much we can stand and many of us are rapidly approaching our limits.
Some, sad to say, have left their limits in the rear view mirror.

Lucky for us this isn’t all there is.

“The Kingdom is here,” Jesus told the Pharisees. It is among us, we are in it now, because He
brought it with Him. God fundamentally changed the universe as we know it by coming to
us in the form of a man. This act literally changed everything on Earth from that point on.
The Pharisees didn’t get it, couldn’t accept Jesus’ words because they didn’t accept Jesus. But
we do, we accept Him as the Son of the Living God. He is the Christ, the Way, the Truth,
and the Life, God made flesh.

Okay, so the Kingdom is here. Now what? Does this mean an end to suffering, an end to the
troubles of this world? Unfortunately, no. But relief will come in time, true peace will be
ours, all in the fullness of time. Until then we have the gift of God’s comforter, the Holy
Spirit. We draw strength from the Spirit’s presence in our hearts, we draw hope from
Christ’s assurance of a better life to come, when the incomplete will be made complete,
when the imperfect will be made perfect.

Rest assured my friends, we are living in His Kingdom, on Earth for now, in Heaven when
His will is done. And remember this – you are not alone. You will never be alone.

PRAYER
May the Spirit be with you, may the Comforter bring you peace. Amen.



December 5th

. . . BUT NOT YET
Luke 21:25-36

25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.
26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see
‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28 Now when
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.”

29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is
already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that
the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass
away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will not pass away.

34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you
unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of
the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the
strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the
Son of Man.”



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Macaroni & Cheese

Zachary Jeffreys

Snow falling, shorter days, kids finishing the first semester of the school year,
houses decorated with lights. These are just some of the signs that Christmas is
approaching. There are other signs for us in the Church: maybe it’s gathering
donations to help the less fortunate, or preparing a children’s Christmas
pageant, or a choir rehearsing for a cantata.

This is a special time of year for so many people. We spend many of our days
not only preparing for the holiday, but thinking about the birth of our Lord and
what it means for us. And that is truly an important part of this time of year, as
the saying goes, “Jesus is the reason for the season.”

But this year, I would ask you to not only think about our Lord’s birth, but also
His eventual return. Jesus spent most of His ministry not only teaching us, but
preparing us for His coming Kingdom. You might say, He was preparing us to
prepare! He told his disciples that His Kingdom was at hand, and when He was
going to the cross, He said He was going to prepare a place for us and would
come back for us.

We should spend every day as if our Lord will be back any minute! Not just for
our own sakes, but our friends and family, as well as our neighbors. We should
spend every day of our lives like we are getting ready for Christmas! Because
that is the real hope of the season. The joy we feel and share at Christmastime
is what everyday will be like when Jesus comes back for us!

PRAYER
Dear Lord, we cannot wait to celebrate the birth of Your Son. But even more
so, the day we are all reunited with You in Heaven, when Your Kingdom is
fulfilled. Help us to spend our time wisely, to share Your good word with all
who would listen and prepare for your Son’s return. We love you, Lord. In

Your name we pray.
Amen.



THE SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT—A TIME FOR RENEWAL

“The Gospels make wonderfully clear that the disciples had not the foggiest idea of what
they had gotten into when they followed Jesus. With a simple ‘Follow me,’ Jesus invited
ordinary people to come out and be part of an adventure, a journey that kept surprising them
at every turn in the road . . .

“ . . . When Jesus commissioned his disciples and sent them out (Luke 10:1-24), he told them
to take no bag, purse, or sandals – the sorts of accessories required for most journeys. Here
was a journey in which they were to take only confidence in his empowerment. The story
ends with disciples coming back, utterly surprised that the same power of good, which they
had experienced in Jesus, was also working in them (10:17-24). When it comes to the
confirmation of the truth of the gospel, disciples are often more surprised than anyone else
when, wonder of wonders, what Jesus promises, Jesus really does give.

“In a way, although Jesus unburdened the disciples of so much of the baggage the world
considers essential, he did not relieve them of all burdens. He relieved them of false baggage
so he could lay upon them even more demanding burdens. For in laying upon them the
necessity to trust not their possessions but only him, Jesus showed them that here was a
journey which required the cultivation of certain virtues.” - Stanley Hauerwas and William
Willimon, Resident Aliens

Welcome to the second week of Advent! This week, our readings from the Gospel of Luke
deal with discipleship. We know that the Son of God didn’t become incarnate and give His
life solely to save us from something (i.e., Sin); additionally, He became incarnate and gave
His life to save us for something (i.e., a life of obedient discipleship).

However, Luke makes it clear that discipleship isn’t an easy walk in the park. Following
Jesus faithfully is costly and requires a great deal of personal sacrifice.

This week, we recognize that Advent is a time to renew our commitment to the life of costly
discipleship.



December 6th – The Second Sunday of Advent

THE MISSION OF DISCIPLESHIP
Luke 8:1-3; 9:1-6

8:1 Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and
bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve were with him,
2 as well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities:
Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and
Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many others,
who provided for them out of their resources.

9:1 Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority
over all demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to proclaim the
kingdom of God and to heal. 3 He said to them, “Take nothing for your
journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money – not even an extra tunic.
4 Whatever house you enter, stay there, and leave from there. 5 Wherever they
do not welcome you, as you are leaving that town shake the dust off your feet
as a testimony against them.” 6 They departed and went through the villages,
bringing the good news and curing diseases everywhere.



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Canned Fruit

Matt Stiveson

As we were wrapping up our Christmas Eve worship services last year, I received a harrowing text
message from my mom: “I’m taking dad to the ER. Will be in touch soon to let you know more.”
Both of my parents had been fighting off flu-like symptoms for most of December. My dad was hit
particularly hard – he had difficulty breathing and developed one of those deep coughs that makes
you cringe when you hear it (we now know that the breathlessness and cough were caused by a bad
case of double pneumonia).

That’s not the kind of message – the kind of bad news – that anyone wants to receive, especially on
Christmas Eve. Christmas is supposed to be happy, right? Full of joy and bright cheer! How could I
possibly celebrate when I knew that my dad was more sick than he had ever been, that, in some
ways, he was fighting for his life? Last Christmas felt wrong on so many levels.

In fact, life in our fallen world often feels that way! Young lives are cut short. Bad things happen to
good people. Powerless people are taken advantage of. Injustice, unfairness, and inequality are
around every corner. Death, decay, and darkness are all encompassing.

Advent ultimately reminds us that God has taken drastic measures to right all of the wrongs of this
world; out of His deep and abiding love for us, the Father sent His Son to the world to free us from all
of the forces that seek to destroy and ruin our lives. And – thanks be to God – it also reminds us that
Jesus will return again, bringing His eternal Kingdom in which there will be no more pain, no more
sorrow, no more disease (Revelation 21:1-7). This is precisely the kind of message – the kind of good
news – that everyone on our planet wants to receive!

As we live our lives in the present as disciples of Jesus Christ – as we live in light of the completed
work of Christ and in anticipation of the future consummation of that work – we are called to
proclaim the power, peace, and promise of the Gospel through our words and our deeds. And as we
will see during this week, the life of discipleship often requires more from us than we would ever
like to admit or even realize.

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, during Your life on Earth, You proclaimed the good news of the Kingdom of God, 
and demonstrated – in tangible ways – what the Kingdom actually looks like: it’s a Kingdom in
which nothing is wrong, in which everything is fair, and in which there’s no loss. As we strive to
follow You into Your Kingdom, we pray that you would help us to faithfully proclaim and embody
the power, peace, and promise of Your Gospel, not only during Advent, but each and every day of
our lives. Amen.



December 7th

THE ETHICS OF DISCIPLESHIP
Luke 6:20-45

20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
     “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.
     “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.

22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you  on account
of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is
what their ancestors did to the prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.
25 “Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.
     “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.
26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.

27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse
you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone
who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if
anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again.
31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.
33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.
34 If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners,
to receive as much again. 35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and
you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

39 He also told them a parable: “Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not both fall into a pit?
40 A disciple is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully qualified will be like the teacher. 41 Why do
you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye? 42 Or how can you say to
your neighbor, ‘Friend, let me take out the speck in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log in your own
eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of
your neighbor’s eye.

43 “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit; 44 for each tree is known by its own
fruit. Figs are not gathered from thorns, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45 The good person out of
the good treasure of the heart produces good, and the evil person out of evil treasure produces evil; for it is out
of the abundance of the heart that the mouth speaks.



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Canned Tomatoes

Kay Stevens

Preparing for things has always been helpful to me. My husband taught the kids, in-laws,
and grand kids something he learned the Army: the 6 P’s are Proper Prior Planning Prevents
Poor Performance. Preparing for something gets us excited and ready to enjoy it as we wait.
It’s something to anticipate and look forward to. We could be planning a trip, an event, a
family, a new home, a career, or just happiness. We make lists and plan how we want things
to go. Some things happen quickly, while others take time, effort, and patience such as our
most important preparation for eternity.

This year has been confusing, frustrating, and difficult. We have lost our “normal.” I miss the
hugs and touching others, seeing smiles, and gathering together. All the losses, violence, and
disunity in our country has been so distressing.

We all need something positive to end the year. Advent gives us the opportunity of
something hopeful to prepare for, something to look forward to. It helps us to be thankful
and appreciative. If we trust in God, and depend on Him we will be blessed eternally. We
need to strive to live up to God’s standards, not the world’s, and be compassionate and
generous. We need to do good for anyone in need, not expecting something in return. We
need to remember Jesus came to Earth in human form and will return again to give us the
ultimate gift of life with Him forever.

Some ways I can think of to prepare are: looking at those around me and seeing how I can
help, praying to learn to love those I meet, praying with thanksgiving for the blessings
received and how to use them, making a Christmas list of meaningful things we can do or say
to others. May this truly be a wonderful time of year for you and your loved ones as you
participate in the Advent season.

PRAYER
Father, help us to open our eyes and heart to You this season and acknowledge and
appreciate the Gift You have given. Amen.



December 8th

THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP
Luke 14:25-35

25 Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them,
26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.
27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise,
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin
to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to
finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not
sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the
one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then, while
the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace.
33 So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all
your possessions.

34 “Salt is good; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored?
35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; they throw it away. Let
anyone with ears to hear listen!”



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Canned Tuna

Krista Stiveson

In second grade, at the beginning of every week, I introduce new vocabulary words to my
students during our literacy time. One way for students to remember the vocabulary word is
to pair it with movement – I share the definition and a picture of the word and the students
come up with a corresponding action. A few weeks ago, one of the vocabulary words in the
unit was "cost." The definition of "cost" that we used was "to buy something at a certain
price." A proud student raised his hand and pretended to hand money to someone. This got
me thinking about the word "cost," and what it means to us as disciples of Christ. 

When the student acted out "cost" he was reaching out his hand to give money to someone.
The something the student gave away was money. When a person becomes a disciple of
Christ there's much more than a mere financial cost: Christ beckons his followers to give
away their entire lives. Christ calls us, his disciples, to be sacrificial in all areas! All of our
desires, possessions, hobbies, friends, and family should be given in service to God, His
Kingdom, and His purposes. 

So, what does being a disciple of Christ mean for us right now during Advent, in 2020, in the
midst of a global pandemic? It's actually as significant now, if not more, than it has been
before! Although some of us haven't been affected by COVID-19 when it comes to our
finances, others certainly have. We’re called to follow Jesus, and what better way to love
than to give sacrificially to those in need (as He has given himself sacrificially to us)? I want
to encourage you to find ways to give generously to others over the course of the next few
weeks, whether you purchase a meal from a local restaurant to support the staff working
there, send money to families who are struggling financially, or give a giftcard to front line
workers to show them encouragement and support. Get creative! Simply find ways to give
every aspect of your life to God, His Kingdom, and His purposes. 

PRAYER
Jesus, You have called us to a life of costly discipleship. May we strive each and every day to
give whatever we can to serve you and to love others. Amen. 



December 9th

THE EXAMPLE OF THE RICH RULER
Luke 18:18-30

18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal
life?” 19 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God
alone.
20 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall
not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your
father and mother.’” 21 He replied, “I have kept all these since my youth.”
22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “There is still one thing lacking. Sell
all that you own and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 23 But when he heard this, he
became sad; for he was very rich. 24 Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it
is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is
rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

26 Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 27 He replied, “What is
impossible for mortals is possible for God.”

28 Then Peter said, “Look, we have left our homes and followed you.” 29 And
he said to them, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or wife or
brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who
will not get back very much more in this age, and in the age to come eternal
life.”



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Dessert Mix

Ryan & Tabetha Stephenson

We can learn many lessons from “The Rich Ruler.” With all the things taken
away from us right now, God reminds us to put Him first. We have to put
riches and other things aside and remember God has to be our first thought, not
our second thought. He gives us the strength to get through our hardships and
endure. “What is impossible with man is possible with God.”

PRAYER
Dear Lord, we thank You for Your wisdom and grace. We ask that You watch
over us this season. 2020 has been such a difficult year. We need Your strength
and love more now than ever! We ask that You help us see Your light no
matter how hard our struggle is. Don’t let our world overwhelm us so much we
forget to think of You first. Amen.



December 10th

THE EXAMPLE OF ZACCHAEUS
Luke 19:1-10

1 He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see
who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short
in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because
he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, he looked up
and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your
house today.” 6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7 All who
saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a
sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my
possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of
anything, I will pay back four times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said to him, “Today
salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10 For the
Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Jar of Applesauce

Karen Stiveson

Zacchaeus was all in. Exhilarated even. Relieved to be rid of the poor decisions
and dark practices of his past. Humbled that Jesus reached out to him, despite
his deceitful lifestyle, he was eager to take steps to leave behind his
tempestuous and fraudulent past. Zacchaeus made a bold proclamation of
action.

Zacchaeus was likely accustomed to disgruntled murmurings of those around
him. He probably sensed the gossipy whispers whenever he entered a crowd.
No wonder he was drawn to Jesus’ loving outreach! Zacchaeus was GOOD
ENOUGH for Jesus! He was stunned and drawn to Jesus’ compassion, and
words of acceptance and love. And because of Jesus’ example, Zacchaeus made a
monumental life change – half of his possessions to the poor, and the return of
four times his ill-gotten gains!

Advent 2020 is a prime time (especially in light of the difficult circumstances of
the past year) for each of us to examine ourselves like Zacchaeus did. Prime
time to take bold actions that align with who we say we are as followers of
Jesus.

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, forgive us, as You forgave Zacchaeus. Renew our
commitment to You to be salt and light in this fallen world. Give us the wisdom
to inspect our own lives, our own decisions, our own words and actions.
Forgive us where we fall short. Help us, Lord, to boldly take action (like
Zacchaeus) to live out our daily lives to bring the glory to You. In Your
precious name. Amen.



December 11th

THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN
Luke 10:25-37

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do
to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What
do you read there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all
your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have
given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell
into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving
him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when
he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan
while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity.
34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took
care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the
innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you
whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The
one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Canned Sweet Potatoes

Bonnie Ashton

It’s Christmas time, in this COVID year.

Many of us have had our ups and downs,

Having to stay home all day,

With no place to go or play.

Yet through this stressful time,

Peoples’ understanding and deeds make them shine.

Friends, Neighbors, Church families,

Doctors, Nurses, Firefighters, Police, Pastors and more,

These caretakers, we do adore.

You see, it’s the Good Samaritan way,

That Jesus taught us,

To do each and every day.

May we always show compassion and love.

Because that’s what God would want from us!



December 12th

PEOPLE WHO PRAY
Luke 11:1-13

1 He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”
2 He said to them, “When you pray, say:

Father, hallowed be your name.
    Your kingdom come.
3     Give us each day our daily bread.
4     And forgive us our sins,
        for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
    And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

5 And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 for a friend
of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7 And he answers
from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my
children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell
you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his
friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever
he needs.

9 “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find;
knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks receives,
and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will
be opened. 11 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will
give a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a
scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!”



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Cranberry Sauce

Judy Clay

The disciples were watching Jesus pray. When Jesus was finished, the disciples
asked Jesus to teach them how to pray. The prayer that Jesus taught them was
intended to set a pattern for us to follow too, especially when we don’t know
how to pray or what to pray for. 

The Lord’s Prayer, as we know it, teaches us to pray for the basic necessities of
life with boldness and persistence. We are to pray for the coming of God’s
Kingdom, daily sustenance, forgiveness, and protection from evil with a
childlike confidence!

This Advent season, may we focus on prayer and receive what God has for us.

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, thank You for teaching us how to pray. Thank You for
allowing us to ask You for things. Let us seek You this Advent season as You are
waiting for us with open arms. Amen.



THE THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT – A TIME FOR JUSTICE

“There is a direct relationship between a person’s grasp and experience of God’s grace, and
his or her own heart for justice and the poor.” - Tim Keller, Generous Justice: How God’s
Grace Makes Us Just

“What is our goal in fighting for justice? The same as Jesus’ when he healed the sick: to
glorify God, bring joy to the hurting, and point to the glorious kingdom where sickness and
suffering will be no more. Imperfect justice now whispers of the coming kingdom where
perfect justice, eternal righteousness, and no marginalization or oppression will exist. As
Christ’s body, our mouths and our hands express this truth, and this forthcoming final reality
fuels our zeal to fight for change now.” - Rayshawn Graves

“But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream,” (Amos 5:24).

Welcome to the third week of Advent! This week, our readings from the Gospel of Luke deal
with justice. Many have referred to Luke as a “social gospel.” That’s because Luke has a
special emphasis on Jesus’ care for oppressed and marginalized people groups. As followers of
Jesus, we ought to find that same kind of concern for those who are broken and hurting
within ourselves …and not only a concern, but a willingness to do something to help them
out of their situation.

This week, we recognize that Advent is a time to mourn all of the injustices in the world, but
also a time to actually go out in the world to do justice.



December 13th – The Third Sunday of Advent

GOOD NEWS FOR THE POOR AND OPPRESSED
Luke 4:14-30

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report
about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone.

16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the
place where it was written:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
    because he has anointed me
        to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
    and recovery of sight to the blind,
        to let the oppressed go free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them,
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him and
were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this
Joseph’s son?” 23 He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb,
‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things
that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” 24 And he said, “Truly I tell you, no
prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25 But the truth is, there were many
widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and
six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; 26 yet Elijah was sent to
none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27 There were also many
lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed
except Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled
with rage. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the
hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30 But he
passed through the midst of them and went on his way.



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Canned Beans

Matt Stiveson

As a kid, one of my favorite Christmas traditions was giving my Grandpa Tom gag gifts. We’re
talking about shoe boxes filled with sticks and stones, old toys from McDonald’s, and even dog treats!
He had such a good sense of humor, and we always had a lot fun laughing with each other.

I consider my Grandpa Tom to be one of the most influential people in my life. He was always so
encouraging and made me feel a tremendous sense of self-worth. More than once, he told me that
he thought that I was going to be one of the first people to walk on Mars!

Of course, that prediction will never come to fruition. I’m simply not smart, talented, or ambitious
enough to be an astronaut (to make matters worse, my eyesight is so bad that nobody in their right
mind would allow me to fly a plane, let alone a space shuttle)! But just imagine for a moment that I
did have the ability and will to become an astronaut. What if my Grandpa’s predictions came true?
What if I was the person who came to fulfill a hope (i.e., to visit Mars) that people have looked
forward to for decades?

I, Matt Stiveson, will never be the fulfillment of any kind of prophetic expectation. But do you know
who did fulfill the prophetic expectations of His people? Jesus of Nazareth. You see, the prophets of
the Old Testament had predicted that God was going to eventually send a Messiah – an anointed king
born from the family tree of king David – to liberate the people of Israel from all of the powers that
oppressed them.

One such prophet was Isaiah, who predicted that the Messiah would come to bring good news to the
poor, bind up the brokenhearted, proclaim liberty to those who are enslaved to unjust systems, offer
freedom to those oppressed by sin and Satan, and inaugurate the year of the LORD’s favor (that is, an
era of utter peace and prosperity for all). And early on in His ministry, Jesus stood in front of a
synagogue, read from Isaiah 61, and made the claim that all of Isaiah’s prophecies were actually being
fulfilled in and by Him!

It was a stunning claim, one that should still leave us staring in awe at Jesus 2,000 years later! Jesus is
the Messiah, the one who has both the ability and will to rescue humanity from everything that
enslaves us, including literal poverty, racial discrimination, slavery, child abuse/exploitation, and so
on. And while we trust that our Messiah will return again at some point in the future to put an end
to these injustices, we also believe that He has called us to do whatever we can – with whatever
resources we have – to follow His lead in the pursuit of justice for all in the present.

PRAYER
Jesus, You came to free us from everything that oppresses us. Sin. Death. Darkness. Satan. Injustice.
Help us as we strive to follow Your example of grace, love, and justice as we work to bring freedom
to whomever we can, in whatever ways that we can. Amen.



December 14th

JOHN THE BAPTIST CONFRONTS THE CROWDS
Luke 3:7-20

7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy
of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said
to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and
whoever has food must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be
baptized, and they  asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to
them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also
asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your
wages.”

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered
all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful
than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand,
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the
people. 19 But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the evil things that Herod had
done, 20 added to them all by shutting up John in prison.



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

A Box of Crackers

Jacquie Jeffreys

These devotions are meant to be shared with the entire family. But we haven’t often included
devotions just for children. Since, once upon a time, I was the Children’s Minister, I just happened to
have this great children’s lesson for today’s Scripture.

So, for those of you who don’t have children at home, please put on your “child hat” and play along.
For families with children, have fun!

To get started, I have a question to ask you. Have you ever played the "opposite game" – where you
do the opposite of what someone says? For instance, if I told you to go forward, what way would you
go instead? (backwards) And if I told you to go to the left, what way would you go instead? (to the
right) Okay, I think you probably get it. So take turns now being the leader thinking of an opposite
word and the rest of the family shout out the opposite (if you’re feeling energetic you could do the
action along with the word).

Play the game for a few minutes.

I hope that the opposite game will help you to think about what John the Baptist was trying to get
the people to understand. He started by telling them they needed to repent, which simply means to
"turn around." And the way he told them to turn around is by doing the OPPOSITE of what they
would usually do. 
• John told the people to share their extra stuff instead of not sharing their extra stuff.
• He told the tax collectors to only take what they need and not take more than they need.
• He told the soldiers to protect the people instead of scare the people.
So what do you think – does John the Baptist's “do the opposite” sound pretty good?

The problem with the opposite game, of course, is that it ends. But John the Baptist told the people
that if they liked his idea of “doing the opposite” idea, then there's someone who lives this opposite
way every day. That person, of course, is Jesus. Jesus invited others (and us) to follow him and learn
how to live God’s better way – all day, every day.

To say yes to Jesus’ invitation, then, is to learn how to receive God's love, mercy and grace. When we
receive God's love, mercy, and grace, that means we have it then to share with those who are around
us. And that’s how John the Baptist’s opposite day can happen every day.

PRAYER
Dear God, thank You for Jesus who shows us how to receive Your love, mercy, and grace so that we
can then share your love, mercy, and grace with others!  Thank you and Amen.



December 15th

JESUS REBUKES THE PHARISEES AND LAWYERS
Luke 11:27-54

27 While he was saying this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, “Blessed is the womb
that bore you and the breasts that nursed you!” 28 But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word
of God and obey it!”

29 When the crowds were increasing, he began to say, “This generation is an evil generation; it asks for a
sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. 30 For just as Jonah became a sign to the people
of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be to this generation. 31 The queen of the South will rise at the judgment
with the people of this generation and condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to listen
to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something greater than Solomon is here! 32 The people of Nineveh will
rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of
Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is here!

33 “No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar, but on the lamp stand so that those who enter may see the
light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. If your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light; but if it is
not healthy, your body is full of darkness. 35 Therefore consider whether the light in you is not darkness. 36
If then your whole body is full of light, with no part of it in darkness, it will be as full of light as when a lamp
gives you light with its rays.”

37 While he was speaking, a Pharisee invited him to dine with him; so he went in and took his place at the
table. 38 The Pharisee was amazed to see that he did not first wash before dinner. 39 Then the Lord said to
him, “Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and
wickedness. 40 You fools! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also? 41 So give for alms
those things that are within; and see, everything will be clean for you.

42 “But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and herbs of all kinds, and neglect justice and the
love of God; it is these you ought to have practiced, without neglecting the others. 43 Woe to you Pharisees!
For you love to have the seat of honor in the synagogues and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces.
44 Woe to you! For you are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them without realizing it.”

45 One of the lawyers answered him, “Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us too.” 46 And he
said, “Woe also to you lawyers! For you load people with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not lift
a finger to ease them. 47 Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your ancestors killed.
48 So you are witnesses and approve of the deeds of your ancestors; for they killed them, and you build their
tombs. 49 Therefore also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom
they will kill and persecute,’ 50 so that this generation may be charged with the blood of all the prophets
shed since the foundation of the world, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished
between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes,
I tell you, it will be charged against this generation. 52 Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the
key of knowledge; you did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.”

53 When he went outside, the scribes and the Pharisees began to be very hostile toward him and to
cross-examine him about many things, 54 lying in wait for him, to catch him in something he might say.



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Package of Rice

Heather Gonzales

The Pharisees in the time of Jesus were leading people astray and focused more
on their outside appearance when they should have been worried about what
was in their hearts. They neglected justice and the love of God. The lawyers
were interpreting the Scripture and depriving the people of the key of
knowledge. Jesus eloquently pointed this out to all of them.

As Christians, we need to lead by example. We cannot expect people to know
God if we don’t show love to our neighbor. We tend to judge a book by its
cover and don’t stop to see what is inside. Christmas is such a wonderful time
for us to celebrate the life of our Lord, but we can let ourselves get wrapped up
in the hustle and stress of finding the perfect gift or wondering if we have
enough money. Then we start judging everyone else because they aren’t
pleasant to us, failing to recognize that we don’t know what they are going
through. We let ourselves forget what Jesus taught us and then we don’t live as
Christians are called to live. No matter how difficult things get this season,
always remember whose child you are and make sure your heart is where it
needs to be because God knows what’s in your heart.

Take time to celebrate the greatest gift given to us, “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him”
(John 3:16-17).

PRAYER
Dear Lord, let us live our lives as You commanded us, with love towards others.
Like the Pharisees, we fail to recognize our faults, but are quick to point out
others. Please help us to see not just the outside of others, but what is inside
them as well. Allow us to slow down and enjoy celebrating Your gift to
humanity! Amen.



December 16th

THE PARABLES OF THE WIDOW AND TAX COLLECTOR
Luke 18:1-14

1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to
lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared
God nor had respect for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept
coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 4 For a
while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God
and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will
grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’”
6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God
grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay
long in helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And
yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous and regarded others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up to the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee,
standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like
other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast
twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing
far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to
his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be
humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

A Package of Oatmeal

Ross Wasserman

On any given day I struggle with the injustice of the world and my interaction with it. Every
day on my drive to work and throughout my workday I witness anger, inequity, violence,
sadness, and what seems like an entire world with its priorities out of place. It seems so
hopeless.

How do I react? Well, I don’t think I need any help from God! After all, it feels like no
matter how many times I ask God to correct these injustices, it isn’t going to happen. The
world is fallen. I try to comfort myself by being grateful for not being one of those with my
priorities out of place and by removing myself from the injustices I see.

Yet, it doesn’t comfort me. Why not? These two parables in Luke 18 exemplify why it
doesn’t. Essentially, my thoughts and heart aren’t in the right place, my priorities aren’t
correct. I can’t remove myself from the injustices of this fallen world. I am fallen too. It is a
fallacy for me to  believe that my imperfect self could achieve perfection without help. I do
need help from God. I am giving up by not reaching out for help and my attempts at
comforting myself are essentially me praying as the Pharisee was. Those injustices I see are
not external and apart from me. They are very much a part of me. Again, it seems so
hopeless.

But it isn’t hopeless. The Lord sacrificed for us. And these two parables from Luke 18 remind
me I shouldn’t give up on justice in this world. I should always pray to God and hope for
justice. Complete justice may not and probably will not come to fruition in this world in my
time, but God does hear our prayers and will grant justice. And like the tax collector, when I
speak with God, my prayers need to be grounded in humility accepting the reality of my
place in this fallen world, not separating from it. I can’t separate myself from this fallen
world, but with hope and continuous prayer I can have faith in the Lord my God, and I will
be rescued by Him. The world and I will be granted justice as God has promised.

PRAYER
Dear God, I know I am not worthy of Your grace. I pray that You will bring justice to this
world. I thank You for that grace and for the justice You will bring to this world. Please help
me to have the strength to keep my faith in You, forgive me for my sins and help me to live
this and every day for You. Amen.



December 17th

WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE
Luke 12:22-34

22 He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more
than food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they
neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds
them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25 And can any of you
by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 26 If then you are not able
to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest? 27 Consider the
lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in
all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass
of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how
much more will he clothe you – you of little faith! 29 And do not keep striving
for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying.
30 For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and your
Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these
things will be given to you as well.

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you
the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief
comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

A Package of Pasta

Donna Ainsburg

Worry means, “To be pulled apart.” That is what worry does to you! But if your
heart is centered on Christ, trusting wholly in Him, you will have a united
heart that loves God alone; if your treasures are heavenly, you simply won’t
feel that you’re being pulled apart. 

We are closest to Christ when we live as God intended us to live: to love, give,
and share our blessings with those who are in need. To show compassion and
generosity to those who are suffering. Do not worry for God will see us
through. A very good friend told me, “You cannot worry and trust God at the
same time.”

This Advent and Christmas season, let us trust God and remember to share our
blessings of love and joy and remember our treasure is with God in Heaven, not
here on Earth.

Prayer
Our Father, help us remember those who are in Christ need not worry for You
are with us always. Help us to know the difference between treasures of
Heaven and those aren’t of Heaven. Help us to be compassionate, loving, and
caring, even to our enemies. God, thank You for our blessings, and thank You
for Your grace. Amen.



December 18th

TEACHING ON STEWARDSHIP
Luke 16:1-17

10 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2 So he
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an
accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’
3 Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking
the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg.
4 I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may
welcome me into their homes.’ 5 So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He answered, ‘A hundred jugs
of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’
7 Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred
containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8 And his
master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the
children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are
the children of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of
dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal
homes.

10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11 If then you have not been
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if
you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is
your own? 13 No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and
love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and wealth.”

14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all this, and they ridiculed him. 
15 So he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of others; but
God knows your hearts; for what is prized by human beings is an abomination in the
sight of God.

16 “The law and the prophets were in effect until John came; since then the good
news of the kingdom of God is proclaimed, and everyone tries to enter it by force.
17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away, than for one stroke of a letter in
the law to be dropped.



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Spaghetti Sauce

Matt Stiveson

In 2019, Christmas retail sales surpassed one trillion dollars (that’s $1,000,000,000,000...yes, twelve zeros….I wrote
about how big one billion dollars is in a previous devotion…one trillion is truly beyond our comprehension). This means
that on average, each American household spent $1,536 on gifts, food, decorations, travel, and other holiday
“necessities.”

While fifteen hundred dollars is certainly more manageable than one trillion, it’s a concerning amount nonetheless. In
short, our Christmas spending habits should cause us to question who it is that we really worship during Christmas. Do
we worship the baby born in the manger? Or do we worship Mammon, the false god of wealth and materialism?

Think about it. Throughout His ministry, Jesus constantly taught the disciples that they could either worship God or
Mammon. It’s simply impossible to worship both at the same time. Our hearts only have so much that they can give;
when we give our attention, affection, and allegiance to money and material stuff, we can’t fully give ourselves to God.

Unfortunately, even the most devout Christians have a tendency to build altars to the wrong gods during this time of
year! The authors of the book The Advent Conspiracy: Making Christmas Meaningful (Again) say it like this:

“The fastest growing religion in the world is not Islam or Christianity; the symbol of this rising faith is not the star
and crescent or the cross but a dollar sign. This expanding belief system is radical consumerism. It promises
transcendence, power, pleasure, and fulfillment even as it demands complete devotion.

“Many Christians have decided they can, to put it bluntly, love both God and money. Our Scriptures tell how God’s
people were often intrigued by the promises of other gods, whether offering a bountiful harvest, sexual pleasure, or
political power. God’s people did not denounce God as they began to worship Baal or any other false god. Rather,
they often continued to profess loyalty to God while they pursued their functional god. In the same way, Christians
have incorporated their devotion to consumerism with their Christian faith. With every decision comes a quiet
compromise. Stone by stone, our monument to another god grows.

“It is now clear that a primary threat to true Christianity in America is consumerism – not liberalism,
fundamentalism, Darwinism, secularism, or any other ‘ism’ that happens to achieve some level of influence and
power.”

We know that mindless consuming isn’t the Christian way to celebrate the incarnation of Christ, but we do it anyway.
So…what do we need to take in order to fight back against Mammon, thus giving ourselves a fair chance to actually
serve and worship the King of Kings? Let me suggest that we can begin by spending less!

But that is a bit of an ambiguous goal. Spend less than what? The national average? Less than what you spent last year?
To be sure, I can’t offer you a formula to help you to spend less. I can, however, challenge you to be intentional with
your resources. To be thoughtful. To consider why it is that you want to buy what you want to buy. Is it something that
is really needed? Is it something that you can really afford? And if not, is there another way for your to show your love –
and God’s love – to your family and friends? You cannot serve God and Mammon; this Advent, make choices that will
help you worship God!

PRAYER
God, give us wisdom with the way we use that which You have given us. Let each decision show Your wisdom and,
most especially, Your love. We worship You, Lord, and You alone! Amen.



December 19th

THE EXAMPLE OF THE WIDOW’S OFFERING
Luke 21:1-4

1 He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; 2 he
also saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 3 He said, “Truly I tell
you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them; 4 for all of them have
contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she
had to live on.”



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Chicken Noodle Soup

Charlotte Ellsworth

It’s the time of year of giving and receiving gifts, both large and small. The size
or amount isn’t as important as the spirit of giving and receiving as Jesus taught
in the parable of the poor widow who gave all she had.

Growing up, my family didn’t have a lot to spend on gifts. At Christmas my two
sisters and I would receive one gift under the tree. Before Christmas we would
study the Christmas catalog and choose a gift which we may or many not get. It
might be a substitute, but that was ok.

One year my choice was a beautiful box of chocolates. Some were wrapped in
colorful foil, with a map on the lid so you would know what kind to choose.
How excited I was to discover that exact box under the tree...that is until I bit
into one, it tasted the way that moth balls smell!!  My mother had hidden them
in a closet where there were some moth balls. Mother felt so bad about it. I did
my best to hide my disappointment. I kept that box of candy and would admire
it often.

Around Easter time I tried tasting one. Much to my surprise it tasted the way
chocolate should! That Christmas wasn’t complete until Easter, which made me
realize the same was true of the first Christmas. We didn’t receive the complete
gift until Christ gave His life for our sins and defeated death through His
ressurection.

PRAYER
Father, may we give this season and throughout the year as the widow did –
out of our abundance. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.



THE FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT – A TIME FOR CELEBRATION

“Wherever [Jesus] went, people were excited because they believed that God was on the
move, that a new rescue operation was in the air, that things were going to be put right.
People in that mood are like old friends meeting up at the start of a holiday. They tend to
laugh a lot. There is a good time coming. The celebration has begun.” - N.T. Wright, Simply
Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense

“Jesus is the Son of the One who created the stars in their courses, and yet, as Christ, he was
creator of the stars and without him was not anything made that was made. We will never
understand with our finite minds that, yes! he shouted the magnificence of the universe into
being, and yet, as Jesus, he left this fiery home and came to our little blue planet as an
ordinary mortal . . . . He is with us because of a love beyond our comprehension, and it is
only through our own love that we are able to know him at all. And it isn’t even our own
love; it is Jesus’ love expressed through us.” - Madeline L’Engle, Bright Evening Star: Mystery
of the Incarnation

“[Jesus] is the Creator, and yet he is born. There’s nothing like this claim in any of the other
major religions. He is a human being. However, he is not just some kind of avatar of the
divine principle. He is God! It’s almost too limiting to say that we ‘celebrate’ this at
Christmas. We stare dumbstruck, lost in wonder, love, and praise.” - Tim Keller, Hidden
Christmas: The Surprising Truth Behind the Birth of Christ

Welcome to the fourth week of Advent – Christmas is nearly here! This week, our readings
from the Gospel of Luke deal with celebration.

As the conclusion of Advent draws near – and the beginning of the Christmas season inches
forward – we take time to remember that this is ultimately a season in which we celebrate
Jesus!

We celebrate Christmas because, as the angel said, the birth of Jesus Christ is “good news.”
Good news is meant to be celebrated! In fact, the angel said the news of Jesus’ birth would
cause “great joy” and would be “for all the people.”

Why is the birth of Jesus such great news for the whole world? Think back to the Garden of
Eden; in the Garden, Adam and Eve fell, plunging all of humanity into darkness. But what
did God do? He didn’t tell us to find our own way out of the mess we are in, but rather He
came down to where we are to save us. That’s what Christmas is all about – the Son of God
coming down to rescue us, to do whatever it took to deliver us from sin and death. Jesus is an
indescribable gift given to us through the grace of God (2 Corinthians 9:15), and because of
that we can’t help but to sing, string up lights, decorate trees, and express our joy and love!



December 20th – The Fourth Sunday of Advent

MARY’S SONG
Luke 1:39-56

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for
joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

46 And Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
    and holy is his name.
50 His mercy is for those who fear him
    from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm;
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
    and lifted up the lowly;
53 he has filled the hungry with good things,
    and sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
    in remembrance of his mercy,
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

56 And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her
home.



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Tomato Soup

Matt Stiveson

I’m not one for parties. The introvert in me shrinks whenever I receive an invitation to one.
I might try to find an excuse as to why I can’t attend, or worse, I’ll RSVP and then back out
at the last moment. It’s an aspect of myself that I don’t like. I’m trying my best to learn to
celebrate, especially in moments in which celebration is most warranted. But do you know
where I excel much more naturally? At mourning. I know it sounds morbid, I know it
sounds crazy to some of you, but it’s so much more comfortable for me to enter into other
people’s pain than it is for me to enter into their joy! It’s simply one of the ways that God has
wired me.

I have found that many Christians – myself included – have poor theologies of both
celebration and mourning; we typically do one at the expense of the other. We might find
that we grieve well when something goes wrong, but have a hard time celebrating when
something goes right. The reverse is also true: we might find that we celebrate well when
things are good, but we grieve poorly when things are bad.

But according to the book of Ecclesiastes, there’s an appropriate time for both (Ecclesiastes
3:4). And while Advent is traditionally seen as a time of hopeful mourning (just think of the
words of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” the very first hymn we sing each year at the
beginning of Advent), Christmastime is seen as a time to celebrate! As we approach
Christmas, I want to encourage you to make space for both mourning and celebration this
coming week. Yes, the world is broken. But we know of One who came to restore it. Yes, we
live our lives in exile. But we know of the One who came to lead us home. Yes, we live in
darkness. But we know of the One who came to give us His light. Yes, we mourn our lonely
exile. But we also rejoice, because the Son of God – Emmanuel – has come to rescue and
redeem us!

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, during this season of Advent we mourn everything that is wrong with the world.
But as we approach Christmas – the holy and blessed celebration of Your incarnation – we
remember that You have given us life, even in the midst of tremendous loss. And so even as
we grieve, we rejoice at the good news of our salvation! Help us, Lord Jesus, to hold our grief
over the state of the world in equal tension with our joy at what You have given to us
through Your everlasting grace, mercy, and love. Amen.



December 21st

ZECHARIAH’S SONG
Luke 1:57-80

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors and
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him
Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” 61 They said
to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” 62 Then they began motioning to his father to
find out what name he wanted to give him. 63 He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His
name is John.” And all of them were amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his
tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over all their neighbors, and
all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who
heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the
hand of the Lord was with him.

67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy:

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
    for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.
69 He has raised up a mighty savior for us
    in the house of his servant David,
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71     that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
    and has remembered his holy covenant,
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,
    to grant us 74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness
    before him all our days.
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people
    by the forgiveness of their sins.
78 By the tender mercy of our God,
    the dawn from on high will break upon us,
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he
appeared publicly to Israel.



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Canned Corn

Jacquie Jeffreys

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow said, “Music is the universal language of mankind.” Here are a few
other good quotes about music:

• “Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and life to
everything.” – Plato

• “Music can name the unnameable and communicate the unknowable.” – Leonard Bernstein
• “How is it that music can, without words, evoke our laughter, our fears, our highest aspirations?” 

–  Jane Swan
• “Music is a language that doesn’t speak in particular words. It speaks in emotions,” – Keith

Richards
• “Music…will help dissolve your perplexities and purify your character and sensibilities, and in

time of care and sorrow, will keep a fountain of joy alive in you.” – Dietrich Bonhoeffer
• “Music is the shorthand of emotion” – Leo Tolstoy

I think Tolstoy was right, music is emotion. Music can express happiness, sadness, joyousness,
bravery, pride, even anger. If I’m feeling down, all I have to do is listen to a favorite artist (such as
Barry Manilow) and their music will turn me around. Think of one of your favorite songs. How
does it make you feel? Can it change the way you were feeling before you heard the song? Music
doesn’t even have to have words to express emotion. Think about a great concerto, or a beautiful
lilting flute solo, the music of a mountain stream, or even babies cooing and babbling. 

It’s no wonder we have such a vast and varied collection of Christmas music. Christmastime is filled
with emotion isn’t it? Especially in light of the coming of our Lord. This is probably why there are
so many wonderful songs recorded in the Bible. Of course, we first think of the Psalms, but there
are many others. We have two here in our Advent devotions this year: Mary’s Song and here today
Zechariah’s Song. It’s no wonder he burst out in song at the birth of his son, John, who Zechariah
knew would usher in the life of the Messiah here on earth. “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he
has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty savior for us in
the house of his servant David,” (Luke 1:68-69). And his singing about his own son who would 
“ . . . be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to
give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins,” (Luke 1:76-77). Music,
singing –  how better to express the coming of God’s Son bringing love, forgiveness, and salvation!

PRAYER
Father God, thank You for the gift of music. Let us use this gift through the Christmas season and
throughout the year to remember You and the greatest gift of Your Son, bringing us the promise of
life with You for eternity. In His Blessed Name. Amen.



December 22nd

THE PARABLE OF THE GREAT BANQUET
Luke 14:1-24

1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a
meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 2 Just then, in front of him, there was
a man who had dropsy. 3 And Jesus asked the lawyers and Pharisees, “Is it lawful to cure
people on the sabbath, or not?” 4 But they were silent. So Jesus took him and healed him,
and sent him away. 5 Then he said to them, “If one of you has a child or an ox that has fallen
into a well, will you not immediately pull it out on a sabbath day?” 6 And they could not
reply to this.

7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable.
8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of
honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9 and
the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’
and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited,
go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you,
‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table
with you. 11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted.”

12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do
not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may
invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot
repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

15 One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone who will eat
bread in the kingdom of God!” 16 Then Jesus said to him, “Someone gave a great dinner and
invited many. 17 At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been
invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.’ 18 But they all alike began to make excuses.
The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of land, and I must go out and see it; please
accept my regrets.’ 19 Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try
them out; please accept my regrets.’ 20 Another said, ‘I have just been married, and therefore
I cannot come.’ 21 So the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner of
the house became angry and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the
town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ 22 And the slave said, ‘Sir,
what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.’ 23 Then the master said to the
slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house may
be filled. 24 For I tell you, none of those who were invited will taste my dinner.’”



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

A Can of Mixed Vegetables

Ruth Hillesheim

“THERE’S ALWAYS A PLACE AT THE TABLE”
Lyrics by Bill and Gloria Gaither

He’d gotten used to living on the outside looking in.
Lonely was his only constant friend.

So when the invitation came that clearly bore his name
He could hardly believe the words he read.

There is always a place at the table.
There’s a feast that’s now waiting all your own
Your place is set each time the family gathers
It will never be the same till you are home.

She’d made so many choices
That had torn her life apart

And hurt the very ones she loved the most.
She didn’t even know where someone could begin

Until she got this message from the host.
There is always a place at the table

There’s a feast that’s now waiting all your own
Your place is set each time the family gathers

It will never be the same til you’re home.

Come home, come home
My child come home.

There is always a place at the table
There’s a feast that’s now waiting all your own
Your place is set each time the family gathers

It will never be the same
It will never be the same

It will never be the same til you are home.

Being a member of the Sinner’s and Saved Club, I have a place at the table. Not by my might, but by
the grace of Host of hosts. We have so many wonderful happenings at this time of year. Listen for the
Host’s invitation to you above all else. 

PRAYER
Dear Father, thank You for the special gift of Your Son. Thank You for my invitation home. . .
Your home, Your table. See you at the house, Lord. Amen.



December 23rd

THE PARABLES OF THE LOST SHEEP AND LOST COIN
Luke 15:1-10

1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes
sinners and eats with them.”

3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after
the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends
and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that
was lost.’ 7 Just so,
I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light
a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she has
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me,
for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Canned Carrots

Kay Stevens

When I think of the Parable of the Lost Sheep I remember the painting of Jesus with sheep
around Him and holding the one who was too weak to walk after being lost. I also remember
the song “The Ninety and Nine.” Some of the words are:

“Lord, Thou hast here Thy ninety and nine;
Are they not enough for Thee?”
But the Shepherd made answer:

“This of mine has wandered away from Me.”

And the last verse, which says: 

There arose a glad cry to the gate of Heav'n,
“Rejoice! I have found My sheep!”

And the angels echoed around the throne,
“Rejoice, for the Lord brings back His own!”

We have much to celebrate as Jesus never give up on us sinners. He sees us as much more and
accepts us. Just like a shepherd knows each of his sheep, Jesus know us and gave His life for us.

Some ideas to celebrate this season are: remember others and find ways to communicate with
them such as prayers, cards, calls, and texts, even though we maybe can’t get together in
person. Look for positives in those you meet and understand their negativity might be
something bad in their life and give them the benefit of the doubt. Pray to see others through
God’s eyes. Give gifts with meaning, more than money. Remember each person is one of those
lost sheep and may need to be carried. Celebrate how much you appreciate Christ’s coming
down to Earth for us.

PRAYER
Father, thank You for a reason to celebrate what you did and do for us in coming to save us.
Help us end this year with hope. Amen.



December 24th

THE PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS
Luke 15:11-32

11 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he
divided his property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he
had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute
living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that
country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the
citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly
have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him
anything. 17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired
hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up
and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your
hired hands.”’ 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and
kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his
slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe – the best one – and put it on him; put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’
And they began to celebrate.

25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he
heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on.
27 He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because
he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For
all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your
command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate
with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’
31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”



FOOD ITEM FOR TODAY

Canned Green Beans

Bonnie Pierce

When I was a teenager, I was in Girl Scouts and my troop would often go camping or
backpacking. In the evenings we could be found around the campfire singing, maybe
accompanied by someone playing the guitar. One of the songs we sang was called “The Prodigal
Son,” and the words went like this: “I shall arise and go unto my father and shall say unto him,
father I have sinned against heaven and before thee and am no more worthy to be called your
son.” Being unchurched and uninformed I didn’t understand the words or know what the song
meant. I did, however, look up the word prodigal in the dictionary and found the definition to
be “exceedingly or recklessly wasteful,” which only confounded me more. It wasn’t until years
later that I found the parable in Luke’s Gospel.

There are several lessons we can learn from this parable. First of all, especially in those days, it
would have been highly unusual for a son to ask his father for his inheritance before his parent
died. The father granted his son this request anyway, a very generous offer. This shows us that
our God is a generous God.

I am enamored with the idea that God is waiting for us, watching for us, and will run to greet
us with open arms, like the father in the parable. That is exactly what God did when He sent us
Jesus. Jesus was God in flesh, sent to heal us, minister to us, and embrace us with loving arms.

I find also it striking that in this parable the father barely listens to his son’s explanation and
apology. The father is ecstatic with his son’s return and is busy planning the celebration, calling
on the servants to help. God is ecstatic when one of His children returns to Him and wishes to
establish a relationship with Him. Where the child has been and what the child has been doing
is of little importance to God. Through Christ, we are forgiven and granted salvation when we
approach God.

I identify most with the eldest son. No doubt the eldest son felt resentful of his brother and
jealous of the attention he was receiving, and initially refused to join the celebration. In God’s
Kingdom there’s no room for resentment and jealousy. We can all join in the excitement and
celebration when a wayward soul repents and claims Jesus as their Savior.

PRAYER
Dear God, thank You so much for sending us Jesus. Help us to recognize and appreciate Your
incredible gift. Allow us to slow down and offer up our appreciation, gratitude, and love.
Amen.



December 25th

THE BIRTH OF JESUS
Luke 2:1-20

1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered.
4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of
David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who
was expecting a child.
6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people:
11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they
made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.



Marilyn Harclerode

A very special part of the Christmas season for me, over the years, has been the
tradition of sending and receiving Christmas cards and letters from friends I don’t
see often. How exciting it is to receive each day’s mail and read the messages
shared by others! Each message is like a gift that is all wrapped up in love. And I
am so thankful for each of these cards and precious notes of friendship and
greetings.

Just as we delight in hearing from friends and loved ones, our Lord takes delight
in communicating with each of us when we seek Him. The more we read and
study His Word and listen for His message for us and then talk with Him through
prayer, the closer to Him we will become. The closer to Him we become, the
more precious our friendship with Him can grow. We need to communicate and
listen daily to our Lord, all year round, not just during the Christmas season.
What a sense of joy and peace we could have if we would ask Christ to be our
special friend each day of the year.

“Joyful, all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic hosts proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.”

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, we are grateful that You call us your children. May we live out each
and every day listening to Your good word and spreading Your joy and peace. In
Your name we pray. Amen.



December 26th

THE CELEBRATION OF JESUS
Luke 10:17-24

17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons
submit to us!” 18 He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of
lightning. 19 See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions,
and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 20 Nevertheless,
do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names
are written in heaven.”

21 At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the
wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such
was your gracious will. 22 All things have been handed over to me by my Father;
and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

23 Then turning to the disciples, Jesus said to them privately, “Blessed are the
eyes that see what you see! 24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired
to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not
hear it.”



Karen Stiveson

When Matt was small, our mornings tended to be a little frazzled as we prepared
to get out the door for work and school. In my quest to get everyone delivered to
their correct destinations on time, I frequently found myself using two phrases
with Matt. The first phrase was, “Matt, hurry up.” And the second was,
“Concentrate!” Matt could easily lose his focus on the task at hand – whether it
was putting on socks and shoes, gathering his school supplies, or giving the dog
water. I am sure there were times when Matt thought that his middle name was,
“Hurry up!” And, I can still hear him telling me, “I hate that word,” after one of
my commands to “concentrate.”

In this passage, we find Jesus gently admonishing His excited followers to
concentrate, or focus. They were catching on to the power of the Holy Spirit that
they now had access to, and were losing focus a little bit. Jesus reminded and
refocused them on the primary message revealed in His Gospel. 

As people who have received salvation through faith in the grace of Jesus Christ,
we are invited to celebrate along with the disciples because we know that the
work of the Gospel has been completed! What a great reminder in our world of
swirling and disjointed commotion, obligations, and needs.

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, we have much to celebrate! You paid it all for us and those who
believe in you will indeed find their names written in Heaven. Let us not become
sidetracked by the distractions, disagreements, or difficulties of life, but rather to
focus on the gift of eternal life You offer. May we celebrate who we are in You,
this Christmastide and forevermore! Amen.




