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“Gratitude goes beyond the ‘mine’ and ‘thine’ and claims the truth 

That all of life is a pure gift. In the past, I always thought of gratitude as a 

spontaneous response to the awareness of gifts received, but now I realize that 

gratitude can also be lived as a discipline. The discipline of gratitude is the 

explicit effort to acknowledge that all I am and have is given to me as a gift of 

love, a gift to be celebrated with joy.” 

⎯ Henri Nouwen 

PERSONALLY FROM THE PASTOR 

Have you ever stopped to consider that your dinner table is the most important piece of 
furniture in your house? It doesn’t matter what your table looks like. It doesn’t matter how old 
your table is. It doesn’t matter how many people can sit at your table. It doesn’t matter what 
you use your table for: meals, puzzles, work. The important thing about your table is that is a 
place of connection, a place where you can gather with family, friends, and even complete 
strangers to experience the goodness and grace of God in tangible ways. 

Table fellowship was actually one of the central components of Jesus ministry. Throughout 
the Gospels—especially Luke—we read that Jesus would frequently gather at tables to 
share meals with other people. People he considered to be friends. People he considered to 
be enemies. Even those people who were considered to be notorious sinners. For Jesus, the 
table was the perfect place to proclaim and demonstrate the good news of God’s love and 
coming reign. 

This theme is also present in the Old Testament—when the Old Testament prophets wanted 
to speak of the day when God’s reign would finally come in its fullness, they depicted a great 
feast. Isaiah spoke of a coming day when God “will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, 
a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear,” 
(Isaiah 25:6). In that day when all that is wrong is made right and all that is broken is made 
whole, there’s going to be one extravagant meal. 

So, as you gather around your table this holiday season to feast, talk, play games, make 
desserts—whatever the case may be—do so knowing that God will meet you and your loved 
ones in the space to share His goodness and grace with you! 

 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the October  

CROP Walk, Westy Fest, Trunk or Treat, and  

5th Sunday breakfast fellowship!  



 
 

 

I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 

I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. 

I will be glad and exult in you; 

I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 

Psalm 9:1-2 

 

PLANS FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

 
The first Sunday of Advent is just four short weeks away. Can you believe it? We’ll share more about 
our plans for Advent and Christmas in next month’s newsletter, but we wanted you to be aware of a 
few things now.  
 

• Advent Service Project: This year, Hope House has asked us to donate gift cards for their 

giving tree! We’ll have more information about the kinds of gift cards that we’ll be collecting at 

the end of the month.  

 

• Join us on Saturday, November 26 at 9 am to “deck the halls” of the church! Matt will provide 

bagels and doughnuts for everyone who helps out.  

 

• We will have one Christmas Eve service this year at 5:30 pm. As Christmas is going to fall on 

Sunday, we will also have Christmas Day worship at our normal gathering time.  

 

• Our Advent sermon series this year is called “Family Tree.” We’ll be studying Jesus’ 

genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17. You think your family is weird? Just wait until you hear about all 

of the misfits and outcasts in Jesus’ family!  

 

• Ladies, a few of you have asked whether or not there will be a Women’s Christmas Party this 

year. Good news—it’s in the works! We’ll have more details for you in the coming weeks.  

 

A YEAR WITH JESUS 

We are currently making our final revisions to our new devotional, A Year with Jesus. We plan to 
publish it on the first day of Advent. Being that the devotional is going to be nearly 200-pages long, 
we plan to distribute most copies digitally (we will print a few hard copies for those of you who prefer 
to have an actual booklet). Keep your eyes open for an e-mail from us! We can’t wait to share all of 
the hard work that our contributors have put into this project.  
 



 
 

Adult bible study topics 

 

November 2 1 and 2 Thessalonians 

November 9 Philippians 

November 16 Colossians, Philemon, and Ephesians 

November 30 1 and 2 Corinthians 

December 7 Romans 

  
 

MEMORIAL TREE DECORATIONS 

If you are missing a loved one during the holidays, we hope you 
will join us as we decorate memorial Christmas trees. Memorial 
ornaments will be created to be placed on the trees and will 
remain throughout the holidays as a peaceful place to pray, 
meditate, and remember. Signup sheet is available in the 
bulletin. 

(Please note: you need not complete this form if you have 
done so previously and an ornament was already made.) 

MUSIC AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

 

The fall weather has been so beautiful this year, and the stunning colors remind us 
that God has created all of this for our pleasure! We need to stop and truly enjoy all 
that He has given to us that helps us through life. He wants us to be happy and to 
enjoy this creation!  
 
My favorite thing in the entire world is laughing with the kids and with the choir. We 
can really get crazy on Wednesday nights, and I wouldn’t change it for the world. Life 
is way too short to be so serious. It is OK to laugh and to have fun, and I think Jesus 
laughs with us.  
 
The kids are having so much fun with Bible games and drills. They can get quite 
competitive with each other. They always remind me to smile and to not be so 
serious.  
 
The adult choir is working on the Christmas Cantata, and we have quite a few 
Saturday rehearsals, which help a lot. I can’t wait for you all to hear it! 
 
Before we know it, the holidays will be here and gone. Slow down, breathe, and never 
forget to laugh! God Bless you! 
 
Dr. Teresa Crane, D.M.A. 
 

Note: Planned Saturday Rehearsals (10:00 am – 12:00 noon) 
Cantata Rehearsals: November 5, 12, 19; December 3, 10, 17 

Chimes Rehearsal Saturday, December 24 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER CALENDAR        

Saturday, November 5 10:00 am – 
12:00 noon 

Cantata rehearsal 

Sunday, November 6 Remember to turn your clocks back! 
 
We collect Pocket Change offerings on the first Sunday of every month 
and use the money given to this program to promote and purchase 
materials for the church. 

Tuesday mornings 8:00 am Men’s Bible Study—Gospel of Matthew 
Meeting at IHOP at 221 W. 104th Ave., Northglenn 
Contact Steve Cancino with questions. 

Wednesday evenings 6:00 pm 
6:30 pm 
7:30 pm 

Potluck dinner (bring main, side, or dessert dish to share) 
Bible study and Youth Group 
Choir 

Saturday, November 12 10:00 am – 
12:00 noon 

Cantata rehearsal 

Sunday, November 13 Volunteer Appreciation during worship 

11:30 am Christian Education Ministry Team Meeting 

4:30 pm WCC Thanksgiving Dinner 

Saturday, November 19 10:00 am – 
12:00 noon 

Cantata rehearsal 

12:00 – 
2:00 pm 

Lessons in Grief Group. Please bring a sack lunch with 
you. Contact Judy Clay, Sharon Keel, or Kay Stevens if 
you have questions. 

Sunday, November 20 
 

Final nominees for the 2023 Church Officers will be published 

11:30 am Safety and Security Ministry Team Meeting 

November 23-25 Church Office will be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday 

Saturday, November 26 9:00 am Decorating the church for Advent 

Sunday, November 27 Advent Begins 

11:30 am Worship, and Evangelism and Missions Ministry Team 
Meetings 

Sunday, December 4 Congregational Meeting following the worship service—approval of the 
2023 Church Officers 

Tuesday, December 6 Church Women United will meet on Tuesday, December 6, 9:30 am 
  

 


