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W C C U P D A T E 

March 2022 

 

Lent Sermon Series 

 

Ash Wednesday (March 2)—All Creation Groans 

The First Sunday of Lent (March 6)—The Torment of Trauma 

The Second Sunday of Lent (March 13)—The Hardships of Health 

The Third Sunday of Lent (March 20)—The Weight of Worry 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent (March 27)—The Desolation of Depression 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent (April 3)—The Gloom of Grief 

Palm Sunday (April 10)—The Sting of Shame 

Maundy Thursday (April 14)—Passover Potluck 

Good Friday (April 15)—The Agony of Abandonment 

Easter Sunday (April 17)—Easter Cantata 

The First Sunday After Easter (April 24)—Youth Sunday and Kids’ Play 

The Second Sunday After Easter (May 1)—Sigh No More 

 

THANKS! 

Your generosity is so appreciated! Thank you for your continued support of our church’s outreach 
ministries to both the students of Sunset Ridge Elementary and for the homeless through A Hand 
from Jason (Jason bags will be available for pick up on March 6). Your donations have a positive 
impact on our community! 
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                                    LENT  

Lent can be defined simply as the forty days that lead up to Holy Week (this 
year, Lent begins on March 2 and ends on April 14). Many scholars believe 
that Christians observed Lent as early as the fourth century A.D. As such, it is 
not only a holy tradition, but an ancient tradition as well.  
 
Essentially, Lent is a way to tell the story of Jesus through the passage of 
time. The forty days of Lent are symbolic of the forty days that Jesus spent in 
the desert (Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13). Many Christians “give something up” for 
Lent. This is done to imitate Jesus, who fasted while he was in the desert. The idea is that a forty 
day fast will help prepare us for what is to come on Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  
 
Other practices associated with Lent include prayer, repentance, and almsgiving. Joel 2:13 says, 
“Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love…” Indeed, Lent is a very solemn time in which we intentionally work to turn 
away from our sin and to turn towards God. 

 

 

OUR LENT FOOD PANTRY SERVICE PROJECT 

 

Most of you don’t see our food pantry users face-to-face. But I can assure you that we have been 
providing food products to many in need throughout our community. One thing that we’ve learned is 
that many of our users don’t have ready access to a stovetop or oven.  
 
We would like to focus our Lent donations to non-perishable food items that can be easily grabbed and 
eaten. The Evangelism and Missions Ministry Team is going to be putting together a board with sticky 
notes describing needed donations on them. Choose one of the stickies with the items you’d like to 
donate. 
 

Pastor Matt 
 

 

 

WAIT FOR IT… 

We’ve had LOTS of changes in our “people information,” and will be working to update our church 
directory (possibly including photos) over the next several months. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE 

 
Hi church family!  
 
As the music and children’s ministries director, I wanted to share some needs and upcoming 
events with you. I have a simple vision for our children’s ministry, and that is to lead kids to the 
love of Jesus through building relationships in creative and fun ways. While the content is still 
extremely important, it really is all about the relationships! 
  
Times have been extremely tough for kids lately, and we have a great need to guide and mentor 
our children as they deal with the issues of anxiety, depression, and thoughts of suicide. We really 
need a few volunteers to help our teachers on Sunday mornings. Even if you are only able to 
substitute when a teacher is gone, that would be so helpful to them. The children especially need 
the Godly wisdom from our older members. 
  
We have some exciting and fun events that we are planning with the children. One way we are 
teaching the children to be like Jesus is to show them how to serve. For example, they will be 
preparing a soup, salad, and baked potato luncheon on Sunday, March 20th after the worship 
service at 11:30. The kids will assist with decorating the room, setting tables, preparing food, 
serving drinks, and cleaning up.  
  
On Sunday, April 24th we are planning a “Youth Sunday.” The kids will assist in leading all 
aspects of the service that morning, including greeting, serving the offering and communion, 
singing, running the AV booth, and presenting a play! 
  
And finally, Vacation Bible School is returning this summer! It will be held during the evenings of 
June 12-16 from 6:30-8:30 pm. We are still in the early planning stages, but we will share more 
details with you in the upcoming weeks. This can be a wonderful opportunity to bring new families 
into our church, so invite your neighbors and friends! 
 

Dr. Teresa Crane, D.M.A. 
 

 

THANK YOU—for your prayers, cards, and visits during my recent surgery 
and recuperation time. Your support has been so uplifting!—Ruth Hillesheim 
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MARCH HAPPENINGS 

Wednesday, March 2  
6:30 pm 

LENT BEGINS 
Ash Wednesday Service 

Sunday, March 6 We collect Pocket Change offerings on the first Sunday of every month and 
use the money given to this program to promote and purchase materials for 
the church. 

11:30 am Elders’ Meeting 
Property Ministry Team Meeting 

Wednesday Evenings 
 

6:00 pm 
6:30 pm 
7:30 pm 

Potluck dinner (bring main, side, or dessert dish to share) 
Bible Study—an in-depth look at the Old Testament Prophets 
Choir 

Sunday, March 13 

 

11:30 am Christian Education Ministry Team Meeting 
 
 
 

Saturday, March 19 12:00 – 
2:00 pm 

Lessons in Grief Group. Please bring a sack lunch with you. 
Contact Karen Black, Judy Clay, Sharon Keel, or Kay Stevens 
if you have questions. 

Sunday, March 20 11:30 pm Kids’ Ministry  
Soup, Salad and Baked Potatoes luncheon 

Tuesday, March 22 9:30 am Church Women United—join the ladies of our church and other 
local churches as they create items to give to local care center 
residents. 

Sunday, March 22 11:30 am Evangelism and Missions, and Worship Ministry Teams Meet 

Sunday, March 27 11:30 am Safety and Security Ministry Team Meeting 
 

 
 


