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Celebrating 50 years of Worship, Service & Sharing Life

Instructions for Annual Congregational Meeting
Those who are with us in worship on Sunday will be able to give their approval in
person. Matt has sent out an e-mail with instructions for those who will be giving their
approval virtually. Nominees for the 2021 board include:

For Elder: Donna Ainsburg, Steve Cancino, and Heather Gonzales
For Deacon/Deaconess: Debbie Martin, Gary Perryman, Jackie Rimmer, Jon
Schuessler, Vicki Schuessler, and Charlie Vasquez 

Advent Service Projects
#1 – Reverse Advent Calendar
Normally, with an Advent calendar, you open a little door each day and get something. 
With a reverse Advent calendar, you put something in, rather than taking something
out. So this year you are asked to fill a box with food items listed in our Advent
devotional to help us start a food pantry at the church. Let us know if you have not
received a devotional and we will get one to you.
#2 – A Special Offering
You can also give a special Advent/Christmas offering to the church to help us get
caught up on our finances. Giving can be done online at the church’s website
www.wccnow.org, or by check (mailed or in person) or, of course, good ole fashioned
cash.

Blue Christmas – December 21
As we approach Christmas, you may feel yourself feeling blue. The reality is not
everyone feels cheery during the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved
one, facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with
disease that puts a question mark over the future, and a number of other situations
make parties and joviality painful. So in recognition of this, we will be having an online
Blue Christmas Worship Service on Monday, December 21. The 21st is the winter
solstice, making it the darkest day of the year. We will gather together to confront the
darkness and once again proclaim that the Light of Christ shines, even in the most
difficult circumstances of our lives.

A recording of this service will be posted on the church’s Facebook and YouTube
pages on the morning of the 21st to be viewed at any time.



Christmas Eve Service
We invite you to join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus – our King and Savior – with
carols, Scripture reading, and candlelight. Please note that this service will be online
only. A recording of this service will be posted on the church’s Facebook and YouTube
pages on the morning of the 24th to be viewed at any time.

FINANCIAL UPDATE FOR NOVEMBER
Needed Monthly: $17,692   
Total Income for November: $22,322.00
Please remember you can give to the church digitally at
http://www.wccnow.org/online-giving 
Thank you for your continued support of our ministries!

Christmas Greetings from Your Church Staff
Blessings to you at Christmas and always.

May God fill your life with Hope, Peace, Joy and Love this
Advent/Christmas Season and throughout the New Year.

Matt, Teresa, Jacquie, Margaret, & Rico



FROM THE LAPTOP OF PASTOR MATT

To My Church Family,

Is it just me, or does it feel like the “Christmas creep” starts earlier and earlier each year? A few
weeks before Halloween, I went to the store to buy some buckets for Sam and Eli to use for
trick-or-treating. I was so amazed that the store had already replaced all of its Halloween items
with Christmas decor. I love Christmas as much as anyone else (probably even more so!), but
this phenomenon drives me crazy!

I get it—2020 has been so difficult, and most of us feel like we need an extra dose of cheer as
we approach the end of the year. But before we rush to the light that Christmas gives us, we
need to dwell in the darkness of Advent for a few weeks. We need to slow down, linger, and
soak in everything that Advent gives to us. And more than anything, Advent gives us the space
to acknowledge why the incarnation of the Word of God was even necessary in the first place.

Why did God send His Son into the world, to be born in a manger in Bethlehem a little over
2,000 years ago? Because our world is full of Sin…of sorrow, chaos, despair, and division. To
be certain, we have to confront these realities before we can celebrate the fact that Jesus has
saved us from them. As Fleming Rutledge says, “Advent is designed to show that the meaning
of Christmas is diminished to the vanishing point if we are not willing to take a fearless
inventory of the darkness.”

So this year, I want to encourage you to celebrate Christmas with extra exuberance (even if
you are not able to gather with those whom you love the most)! Give generously. Feast
abundantly. Laugh heartily. Enjoy the radiance of the lights. The incarnate Word of God has
given us joy in the midst of sorrow, peace in the midst of chaos, hope in the midst of despair,
and love in the midst of division. But at the same time, resist the temptation to rush into
Christmas too quickly. Spend some extra time in the darkness. Allow yourself to lament over
the state of our broken and weary world. Repent and turn to God in humility. If you do so, I
promise that you will have an entirely new appreciation when you see the dawn of Christmas
breaking over the horizon!

May you all have a blessed Advent and a happy Christmas!

Matt



PRAYER CONCERNS – November 2, 2020
Please keep the office updated of any changes

Pray for all those with friends/relatives suffering from COVID-19
Pray for our school staff trying to make wise decisions about classroom learning in this time of COVID-19 and for school
families undergoing remote learning
Pray for our country and the world for peace in the midst of anxiety and hope in the midst of depression.

A.J. & Family All four members have Covid. Grandson of Jack & Charlotte Ellsworth
Linda Bond Has Covid. Friend of Curt & Jacquie Jeffreys
Brad Bothwell Hospitalized, mass on kidney, multiple health concerns. Close friend of Peggy Nightingale
*Bryan Hit by a car, major injuries. Cousin of Jacquelyn Dennis
*Adina Burrows Biopsy found precancerous cells, she will have a hysterectomy. Daughter of Nancy Lawshe
Austin Burrows 23, waiting for blood test results. Grandson of Nancy Lawshe, son of Adina Burrows
Bob Bryant Lung cancer. Brother of Sharon Keel
Ginger Burggraff Stage 4 colon cancer. Friend of Penny Overdier
Peggy Casey Critical condition, 3 strokes & heart attack. Friend of Kathy Purviance
Beth Masden Chaddie Terminal cancer. Friend of Carol Novak
Joe Clump Leg problems. Requested by Eber & Teresa Gutierrez
John Clark Parkinson’s Disease. Son of friend of Barb Harris
Dana Corson Recovery from bladder cancer surgery. Friend of Mark & Barb Harris
Bob Dawson Problem with thick blood, adjusting his medications. Cousin of Barb Harris
Susan Detimore Tarlov Cysts, number increasing. Daughter of the Gabbies
Becky Dickenson Needs hiatal hernia surgery. Friend of the Gutierrez’s
Ellie 2, seizure disorder, no cure, short life span. Granddaughter of friend of Alecia Hagin-Gonzales
Kathy Elmer In long-term hospital with significant health concerns
Dolly Elswick Safety & health concerns. Sister-in-law of Sharon Keel
Jack Ellsworth Prostate cancer
Billy Flaherty Treatment for cyst near spine, surgery not possible. Son of Linda Flaherty
Sarah Fullerton Surgery to remove possible cancerous uterine fibroid. Friend of Stephanie Keel
Judi Garland Recovery from broken hip, in rehab facility
Teresa Gutierrez Health concerns
Kathy Hamsher Liver disease. Mother of friend of the Walters Family
Marina Hernandez-Rivas Liver cancer. Aunt of Danette Silaban
Jennifer Personal concerns. Daughter of Ruth Hillesheim
Tim Jeffreys Heart/lung concerns. Son of Donna Jeffreys
Karen Stage 3 Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma. Daughter of Jackie Rimmer
Kathy Uterine cancer. Sister-in-law of Bonnie Ashton
Carol Kirkegaard Multiple health concerns
Connie Jones Treatment for blood clot
Jon Laur Mass/tumor on pituitary gland. Friend of Ian Jesse
Lorraine Stomach cancer. Friend of Jackie Rimmer
Karen Mardis Recovery at home from broken ankle, multiple health concerns. Friend of Donna Jeffreys
Melissa Stage IV breast cancer. Friend of Danette Silaban
Marlene Morris Health concerns. Request from Judy Clay
Family of Nico Week old baby died of Charge Syndrome. Great-grand baby of friend of Heather Gonzales
The Ott Family Possible exposure to COVID-19. Co-worker of July Clay
Pete Peterson Home hospice. Daughter Linda Flaherty
Marcie Ponce Cervical cancer. Niece of Margaret Tena
Linda Rich Uterine cancer. Friend of Glen & Edie Kerschner
Robert Personal concerns. Son of Chama Peyton
Paul & Pauline Selig Coping with Pauline being in assisted living/memory care home
Sheryl & Sue Sheryl–breast cancer, Sue–chemo for breast cancer. Friends of Ellen Cancino
Bill Stevens Mental/physical health problems. Brother-in-law of Kay Stevens
Lisa Than Health issues. Friend of Bonnie Ashton
Thomas Heart & liver problems. Grandson of Jackie Rimmer
Kris Thomas Needs both heart & kidneys transplant. Friend of Zack Jeffreys
Tina Recovery from knee replacement. Friend of Nancy Lawshe
Tina & daughters Lost home in Oregon due to forest fire. Step-daughter, granddaughters of Judy Clay
Tim Tutton Cancer. Friend of Shirley, sister of Paul Overdier
Sarah Wyacarver Lung cancer, cannot do chemo. Friend of Marilu Paxton
Bob Wayland Cancer, Agent Orange, Vietnam War. Friend of Donna Jeffreys
Katie Woods Brain cancer. Friend of Alecia, Heather Gonzales’ daughter


