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INTRODUCTION
Glad Tidings of Great Joy!
Matthew 1:1-17
“I promise.” These words can hurt or heal. They hurt, if what is promised is forgotten or
neglected. They heal, if what is promised actually takes place.
A young couple stands at the altar and vow their undying love to each other. This is the
promise of promises. Contained in those vows is a promise of companionship,
commitment, comfort, and completion. Then, something goes terribly wrong—one
spouse grows and changes, while the other does not. And then the promise is broken.
Or, a parent says to a child, “I promise we will go to look at Christmas lights.” But the
promise is broken because life gets too busy and the family’s schedule changes (children
learn all too early that the words, “I promise,” are more fickle than they ought to be).
Unfortunately, most of us have experienced the pain of a broken promise at one point or
another. We know that broken promises are hard and that they can destroy trust and
eventually lead to the loss of a relationship.
But as I said, promises can also heal if they are actually fulfilled. And in many ways, the
story of Christmas is all about God fulfilling two of His greatest promises. To Abraham,
God promised that all of the families of the earth would be blessed through his own
family. To David, God promised that one of his descendants would be a Messiah who
would establish a Kingdom that would endure forever.
Matthew’s Gospel begins with a genealogy. It is something that many of us gloss over
when we are read the New Testament. But, it is actually one of the most important
portions of the Bible because it shows that Jesus was the descendant of both Abraham
and David; in Jesus of Nazareth, God has fulfilled all of His promises. This is indeed good
news of great joy!
May this devotional be a blessing to you and your family this Advent season!
Matt Stiveson

December 2nd – First Sunday of Advent
Genesis 15:1-6
1 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not
be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But
Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have
given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But
the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but
your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him outside and said,
“Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then
he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the Lord;
and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Edie Kerschner
The Good News of Trusting in God
In this passage, we read that God made two promises to Abram. The first was that
Abram would have a son. The second promise was that God would protect Abram’s
family. “I am your shield,” God said. Why did God reassure Abram of these two things?
At this point in the story, Abram was an old man! God had previously told him that he
was going to have a son through whom all the families of the world would be blessed,
but so far no son. Abram was fearful that he was going to die before his heir was born.
So God was gently reminding Abram that His plan was still moving forward despite
Abram’s fear, tenderly reassuring Him that He would indeed fulfill His promises to bless
the world through Abram’s family.
Abram had to demonstrate great faith in God at this point. And it was this unshakeable
trust in the Lord that made Abram right with God. We, too, can have a right
relationship with God by trusting him. Our actions, such as church attendance, prayer,
and good deeds, do not by themselves make us right with God. A right relationship is
based on trust and faith—the heartfelt inner confidence that God is who he says He is
and does what He promises to do.
Just as He did for Abram, God is calling us to trust in Him and believe what He says. For
us, Christmas is a gentle and tender reminder that God has ultimately fulfilled His
promise to Abram by sending His only Son, Jesus, to be our Savior and save us from our
sins. Because Jesus was born, we can face all of the fears that we have in this life because
we know that God is with us–He is our shield too!

Prayer
We thank You, Lord, for the glad tidings You have given Your people throughout history.
For the examples they have shown about trusting You. May we always remember that
we can trust You in any situation of life. Amen.

December 3rd
Genesis 21:1-7
1 The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he
had promised. 2 Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the
time of which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to his
son whom Sarah bore him. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when
he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a
hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 Now Sarah said,
“God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.”
7 And she said, “Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would
nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”

Donna Ainsburg
Glad Tidings
In this passage about the birth of Isaac, Abraham’s first son with Sarah, Abraham
realizes that God had indeed fulfilled His promise. Sarah’s laughter was open and
sincere. The name Isaac means “laughter” and the boy brought much joy to the aged
couple. Through him joy had come to the world!
God makes everything beautiful in its time. God always keeps His promises, and
Abraham trusted God. Abraham, through Isaac, became the father of all nations and had
many descendants. God’s gift to Abraham and Sarah brought glad tidings to the world.
I think about God’s promise and am reminded of another passage, the birth of Jesus to
Mary. Mary also obeyed God and did as He commanded. God told Mary she was to have
a son, just as God told Abraham he would have a son. Through Isaac, joy and laughter
were brought to the world. Through Jesus, love and peace and glad tidings were brought
to the world.
Both Isaac and Jesus were gifts of love, joy, and laughter for all generations to come.
So during this Advent season, let us remember God’s promise that He wants us all to
have glad tidings of joy, laughter, and love. Not just for this season, but for all seasons
and all generations to come.

Prayer
God, may we always remember that You keep Your promises, may we be thankful for
Your gifts. May we remember to use those gifts everyday – gifts of joy, gifts of laughter,
and may we use our glad tidings wisely. Amen.

December 4th
Exodus 3:1-10
1 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian;
he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of
God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a
bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then
Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the
bush is not burned up.” 4 When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see,
God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”
5 Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the
place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the
God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
7 Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in
Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know
their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians,
and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing
with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the
Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress
them. 10 So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt.”

Danette Silaban
God Has a Plan
When I was growing up, every year at Christmas time my family would take a trip to the
mountains to cut down our Christmas tree. It would be an all day family outing filled
with fun (and sometimes a little terror driving over snowy mountain passes). When we
finally arrived at our destination another adventure ensued—bundled in snow pants,
gloves, hats, and boots—we all trooped dutifully after my dad in search of the perfect
tree. Each of us, with our own “vision” of what we wanted, searched through the forest
until we found the perfect one.
Eventually, weary, worn, and exhausted, we made our way back home. The kids would
sit with anticipation, waiting to get our tree into the stand and see the magnificent
masterpiece we had picked. Inevitably though, we would always discover that it looked
much better in the forest than it did in our home! We felt disappointed and defeated.
Somehow, though, after many strands of lights, homemade decorations, and tons of
tinsel, it always shone in full glory and we were filled with joy.
I think of this story during the holidays when I need some inspiration. Sometimes it’s
hard not to get frustrated when you are expecting something that doesn’t turn out the
way you want it to. I’m sure Moses felt filled with frustration and disappointment at
times as well. In Exodus 3:1-10, God used the burning bush to get Moses’ attention! He
brings a promise of hope and rescue. A promise to bring the Israelites out of Egypt to a
land of milk and honey. It reminds me that God has a plan even in the midst of
disappointment, desperation, and despair. He hears our prayers and will not forsake us.

Prayer
Dear God, thank You for Your never ending love and support. Help us to always
remember that You will never forsake us! In Jesus Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

December 5th
Exodus 15:13-18
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“In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed;
you guided them by your strength to your holy abode.
The peoples heard, they trembled;
pangs seized the inhabitants of Philistia.
Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed;
trembling seized the leaders of Moab;
all the inhabitants of Canaan melted away.
Terror and dread fell upon them;
by the might of your arm, they became still as a stone
until your people, O Lord, passed by,
until the people whom you acquired passed by.
You brought them in and planted them on the mountain of your own
possession,
the place, O Lord, that you made your abode,
the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hands have established.
The Lord will reign forever and ever.”

Judy Clay
A Celebration of Redemption
This passage is known as being the end of the Song of Moses. As you know, Moses and
the Israelites have just crossed the sea on dry ground and Pharaoh’s army has been
drowned. The Israelites accomplished their liberation from Egypt, they were Free at
Last!
To my knowledge this is the first place in the Bible there is singing. The powerful
salvation event was so overwhelming it was easy to break into song. In the second half of
the song, the focus shifts from the strength God exercised on behalf of the Hebrews to
the steadfast, unfailing love God displayed toward them.
During Advent it is wonderful to sing songs of God’s love for us. Verse four of “Joy to the
World” is especially meaningful:
“He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders and wonders of His love!”

Prayer
Dear Lord, Thank You for this season and the hymns and chorus we sing to praise You.
Be with our church as we are changing and growing and caring for people. Be with us
and make us more like You. Help us to come together as a congregation with prayer,
fellowship, and song. Amen.

December 6th
Joshua 1:1-6
1 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord spoke to Joshua
son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, saying, 2 “My servant Moses is dead. Now
proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am
giving to them, to the Israelites. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will
tread upon I have given to you, as I promised to Moses. 4 From the wilderness
and the Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of
the Hittites, to the Great Sea in the west shall be your territory. 5 No one
shall be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with
Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and
courageous; for you shall put this people in possession of the land that I swore
to their ancestors to give them.

Tom Stiveson
God’s Promises

This past summer, after a typical afternoon shower, I did what I usually do, stepped
outside on the front porch to take in the fresh scent of rain. Looking all around and
upward I noticed this amazing rainbow—unlike any I have seen before. he awesome
appearance of the rainbow inspires me to think of this passage. God’s promise holds
true today—He will never leave us or abandon us. And because God is with us in Jesus,
we can face the troubles of our days with strength and courage.

Prayer
Father, unfortunately we don’t take the time to stop and look up when we know we
should. Thank You for giving us the desire to follow You and praise You when these
moments come to us. We thank You for the glory of Your world and the love that You
have poured out for all to receive. Amen.

December 7th
Psalm 67
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May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us,
that your way may be known upon earth,
your saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, has blessed us.
May God continue to bless us;
let all the ends of the earth revere him.

Krista Stiveson
Blessed to be a Blessing
Christmas. A word that is nostalgic, magical, and full of memories. Some of those
memories are wonderful, but some of them are not so wonderful. When I was in high
school, there was a period where my family struggled financially. Even though my mom
was working three jobs, money was still tight. The Christmas season was particularly
difficult for my two brothers and me.
At this time in my life, we were very close to a family that was involved at the church we
were going to at the time. We spent many Sunday evenings having dinner and playing
games with them. They were truly like a second family.
One Sunday evening just before Christmas, my family went over to their home to have
our usual dinner and game night. When we got there, we found a special surprise
waiting for us: gifts for all! I received clothes and a stocking filled with several amazing
gifts.
Their generosity was such a blessing to my family. What an extravagant way to show my
family the love of God! As I’ve been thinking about this story and how it relates to Psalm
67, I’ve realized that God has called me to bless others as I have been blessed. I challenge
myself, along with all of you, to pray for ways that you can be a blessing during this
Christmas season.

Prayer
God, You often place people in our lives at just the right season. These are people who
bless us with their generosity, encouragement, compassion, and love when we need it the
most. We ask that You would help us to keep our eyes and ears open so that we might be
aware of those whom we can likewise bless. Amen.

December 8th
Hebrews 2:14-18
14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who
has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all their lives
were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come
to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to
become like His brothers and sisters in every respect, so that He might be a
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of
atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because He himself was tested by
what He suffered, He is able to help those who are being tested.

Ellen Cancino
We Are Not Alone
As I began to study these verses, my first thought was, “Yes, we know all that!” So I
began researching various study Bibles and, of course, the internet, to get a deeper
understanding.
God sent His Son to the world as flesh and blood, to live, experience, and face trials and
temptations like we all do. He had to take on human form so that He could die and
defeat death. He had to face the greatest tempter of all and won.
When we are faced with suffering, temptation, and sin, it makes sense to rely on the
strength of Jesus–who’s been there. . .done that. He has the experience to help us get
through our trials. He freely offers His followers access to this power to call on Him in
times of need.

Prayer
Our Heavenly Father, let us always be aware we are not alone. We have an Ally we can
call on in times of need who possesses great power over temptation and sin. May we
always remember that He has faced similar struggles and is there for us during ours.
Amen.

December 9th – Second Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:12-16
12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will
raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I
will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be a father to him, and he
shall be a son to me. When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod
such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by human beings. 15 But I will not
take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from
before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before
me; your throne shall be established forever.

Jackie Rimmer
God’s Promise to David
The Lord spoke to David saying, “Are you the one to build me a house in which to dwell?
I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. I took you from the
pasture to be ruler over my people Israel. I have cut off all your enemies and now I will
make your name great.”
David wanted to do something great for the Lord, but the Lord did something far greater
for him.
God says, “David you cannot build me a house, your hands are bloody, but I know desire
is in your heart so I will give you credit for building me a house and I will build you a
house.
“When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors I will raise up your offspring
to succeed you and establish a kingdom for you.”
Even though the line of David did commit sin, God established David’s line forever, as He
established the sun and moon and stars in the sky. Scientists who have studied rocks
that were taken from the moon say that the moon is probably over four billion years old–
a long time. God said he would establish David’s kingdom and His throne just as He
established the moon.
God made a covenant with David–He will not break it.

Prayer
Holy Father, we thank You for the endless promises You make to us and the gifts and
blessings that You bestow on a daily basis. We long to repay You in some small way.
Please teach us to be truly gentle. Forgive us for the times we become agitated in spirit.
Help us not confuse gentleness with weakness, but as a sign of strength.
Thank You, Lord Jesus, for Your gentle spirit, kindness and strength. Impart these same
qualities to us, Lord. In Jesus’ sweet name we pray. Amen.

December 10th
Isaiah 9:2-7
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The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Mark Harris
Life Changes
What if someone could change your life forever?
I read a biography of a musical artist who was and is still a part of making great music.
Music that is great for the soul. He happened to be invited over to a house in Southern
California and began playing music with a couple of other artists who were there. After
that session he said, “I had heard the future in the power of these voices. And I knew my
life would never be the same.” That was Graham Nash speaking about Crosby, Stills and
Nash.
Isaiah sees the power in the future. Something that will change our lives forever. Good
things are to come. Our lives will never be the same because Jesus, the Light of the
World, is coming!
Fall is here, soon to be winter, the holiday season, and we look forward to Christmas. It
brings great joy. The music of Christmas. Good for the soul. Listen from the heart and
enjoy the celebration.

Prayer
Lord God, there is a presence we seek. We search every day. We thank You for Your
Son, Jesus, who is the presence we seek in our lives. We pray for a peaceful celebration
and that wonderful feeling You give freely to all. We pray Your love will carry us on and
we thank you for Your gift of life. Amen.

December 11th
Isaiah 61:1-4
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The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.

Matt Stiveson
The Remedy for a Broken Heart
Daisy was one of my best friends growing up. I loved playing with her, talking to her, and
laughing at her. She brought so much joy to my life!
Who was Daisy? None other than my family’s beloved pug! She became an official
member of the Stiveson clan when I was in elementary school, and remained with us
until I was a sophomore in high school.
As she aged, Daisy developed the kinds of health issues that most aging dogs
do–blindness, loss of appetite, and incontinence. Eventually, my parents made the
difficult decision to euthanize her. Daisy’s death broke my heart.
Have you ever experienced a broken heart? My guess is you have! Sorrow is simply part
and parcel of life in a fallen world. Perhaps a better question would be, “How do you
recover from a broken heart?”
Throughout the Old Testament prophets, including Isaiah, we read that God promised
that He was going to send a Messiah who would bring good news to the oppressed, bind
up the brokenhearted, and comfort to those who mourn.
During Advent, we sing certain songs, study certain Bible passages, and set up certain
decorations all to remind ourselves that the Messiah is none other than Jesus of
Nazareth, the Son of God who took on flesh and entered into human existence—Jesus is
the one who can heal our broken hearts! One of my favorite Christmas songs says it best:
“O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our sprits by Thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee,
O Israel!”

Prayer
Jesus, You are our good news! Because You became like us, we are able to confront all of
the sorrow that we experience in this life with hope and courage. We are so grateful You
comfort us when we mourn and have promised us that there will be a time when death,
sorrow, and suffering will be no more! Amen.

December 12th
Daniel 7:13-14
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As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a human being
coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One
and was presented before him.
To him was given dominion
and glory and kingship,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away,
and his kingship is one
that shall never be destroyed.

Curt Jeffreys
What’s Coming
Nothing lasts forever, does it? Just look at the oldest structures built by human hands
that still stand–the Great Pyramid, the Parthenon, Stonehenge–now mere shadows of
their former selves. The glories of man’s greatest accomplishments fade as the centuries
unwind. Now it seems we have given up entirely; we no longer try to build anything that
will last more than a generation. Nowadays if something is more than thirty years old we
knock it down and build something newer, bigger, better in its place. Thirty years later
someone will knock it down and the cycle continues. Not even the Earth, the place we
call home, is permanent; glaciers melt, beaches erode, mountains crumble. Our own Sun
is about halfway through its ten billion year life cycle, so we can’t even count on it
lasting forever.
I’m not being intentionally gloomy here, I’m just pointing out that we cannot count on
anything in this physical realm we inhabit to endure. But you know what will endure?
God’s kingdom–Heaven. Our Lord’s rule is eternal, His kingdom has no end. Heaven is
forever! That’s a promise from Our Eternal Father, He who had no beginning, who has no
end. And the best part? We have a place in that Kingdom. We have His promise that we
will be with Him long after our buildings have crumbled into dust, after the highest
mountains have been laid low, after Earth itself has been swallowed by a dying sun. We
will live on and we will worship the Lord our God forever and ever!
So the next time you see a strip mall being flattened to make way for yet another
Wal-Mart don’t worry. Keep your eye on the end game and relax–we know what’s
coming.

Prayer
Eternal Father, we thank You for the gift we received in the form of the Babe in the
manger; the promise of life eternal with You forever. Amen.

December 13th
Jeremiah 23:5-6
5 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and
Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The
Lord is our righteousness.”

Erika Lasda
A Plan and a Promise
The New English translation of this verse begins, “I, the LORD, promise that a new time
will certainly come.” Much of the book of Jeremiah is woeful denunciation, warning the
people to turn away from wrong-doing. But in the middle of the dire warnings of terrible
consequences, Jeremiah reveals that God already has a plan to bring justice and salvation
to the world. Even in those times, He was already promising the hope of Jesus, the
“righteous branch,” to the people.
A promise is a declaration or assurance that one will do a particular thing or that
a particular thing will happen. But we have all faced broken promises that have hurt us
badly. When we have set our hearts and expectations on a certain thing coming true, it
is incredibly disappointing if it falls through. We feel betrayed, beaten down, crushed,
and frustrated.
I have to be careful what promises I make in front of my kids. They trust me, and they
certainly remember every detail of everything that suits them. I am likely to hear “But
Mama, you prooooooooomised!” if we run out of time for a fun activity in a busy evening,
or if we are not able to follow through on a scheduled play date. Just last weekend I
heard “but you promised I could eat the candy when I got up from my nap!” While play
dates, activities, and candy are relatively small promises, I still know that it is important
to follow through and assure that the things I have promised will happen.
Imagine then, the incredible news from God, when he shared the glad tidings through
Jeremiah. He promised a new time of safety and salvation in a broken world. It will
certainly come, because God does not break promises. This news applies to our own
times, in our own broken world, as much as it did in Jeremiah’s time. God has a plan and
a promise, and He will bring justice and salvation to the world.

Prayer
Dear God, thank You for Your amazing promise of salvation, and the hope that such
assurance brings, even when we are despairing. Please help us to always be mindful of
Your promise, and to live each day with the certainty of Your love for us. Amen.

December 14th
Psalm 72:1-7
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Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son.
May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice.
May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy,
and crush the oppressor.
May he live while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth.
In his days may righteousness flourish
and peace abound, until the moon is no more.

Zachary Jeffreys
The Greatest Gift Ever
What was the greatest Christmas gift you ever received? A shiny new bike? The hottest
new video game system?
....A tie?
Ok, maybe not the last one, but the point is, all of us at one time or another in our life got
that one special gift in our lifetime. Maybe when we were kids, or maybe we got it from
our kids. Birthday gifts are fun, but there is just something special about gifts we receive
at Christmastime. Of course, there is one gift that we should all remember this time of
year. Kinda obvious isn't it?
We all know the great gift of Jesus' birth. But sometimes we need a wake up call. A great
shout of glad tidings! Jesus is here! And I think that is what this scripture is talking
about. Yes, it was written about Solomon. But it is also a prayer for the greatest King, our
Lord and Savior. It is a song of praise and celebration. It sings of our Lord's glory and
righteousness. And I think it gives us glimpse of what life will be like in His eternal
kingdom.
So yes, we may all have that one special gift we will always remember. But let us
remember the ultimate gift, one that came to us all before, and one that is waiting for us
at the end.

Prayer
Thank You, Father, for the greatest gift of all–Your Son, our Savior. In His name we pray,
Amen.

December 15th
Mark 1:14-15
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

Jackie Cutler
It is Now the Time to Get Prepared!
This scripture reminds us that we need to be prepared! Christ came into this world, just
as God had promised, and He will return to take us home.
We all can relate to the hustle and bustle of the preparation for Christmas with our
families and friends. Often the shopping, baking Christmas cookies, wrapping presents,
sending cards and planning parties make us forget the true meaning of Christmas.
Anthony Zibolski asked in a sermon given in December of 2012, “Are you going to be
prepared for Christmas? Will you be able to enjoy Christmas? Will Christ make an
impact on you this Christmas? Will it be all about getting and giving gifts. Will you
remember it is Christ’s birthday and can you acknowledge and be grateful that God
came to this earth for us.”
Just as God sent John the Baptist to remind us of Christ’s coming, we need to be
prepared and focus our attention on the true meaning of Christmas.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, please help us to keep our focus on the true meaning of Christmas. Be
with us throughout the coming days as we prepare for our holidays. Thank You for all
the blessings You have given us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

December 16th – Third Sunday of Advent
2 Corinthians 8:7-9
7 Now as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost
eagerness, and in our love for you – so we want you to excel also in this
generous undertaking.
8 I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of your love
against the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the generous act of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,
so that by his poverty you might become rich.

Karen Stiveson
Our Riches in Christ
One of the most memorable joys Tom and I had as young parents was providing a
generous Christmas for our kids. We had a tradition of leaving Keli and Matt with a
babysitter for a couple of hours early on the first Saturday in December, and heading to
the old Westminster Mall. We set out on a mission–to shower our kiddos with the best
and shiniest: games, fire trucks, roller blades, cosmetics, bicycles, pajamas, shoes, etc.–it
went on and on.
Both Tom and I grew up in large families in which Christmas was an over-the-top day,
filled with fun and excitement. We SO wanted to duplicate that experience and
reproduce the same big memories that we hold. Tom and I loved the fun of shopping and
choosing great ‘loot’ for Keli and Matt. Simply put, we loved giving to them (and in truth,
the two of us probably had more fun in our preparations than the kids had on the
receiving end).
But let’s get real...
No matter how hard we try, or how strong our desire, our ability to give falls so short of
God’s Grace of Giving spoken of in this scripture. The root/origin of giving comes
from our Heavenly Father. His unsurpassable love–becoming poor so that we might
become rich in His grace–cannot be matched. May we accept Gods generous gift of
grace with gratitude, and praise Him in our daily lives.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, we praise You. Our minds have difficulty comprehending Your great
sacrifice of grace. Fill us with a sense of reverence and worship this Advent as we
prepare our hearts for Your great gift, Jesus Christ. Amen.

December 17th
Luke 1:5-17
5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah,
who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were righteous before
God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of
the Lord. 7 But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both
were getting on in years.
8 Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty,
9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the
sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. 10 Now at the time of the incense
offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11 Then there
appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of
incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed
him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer
has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name
him John. 14 You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his
birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink
wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy
Spirit. 16 He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.
17 With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts
of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the
righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

Ruth Hillesheim
Do Not Be Afraid – Your Prayer Has Been Heard
Our scripture details the birth announcement of John the Baptist. It gives a description
of his parents and their long waiting and wanting of a child. They were elderly and had
waited a lifetime. This story truly hits home as my own parents waited nine years for
children.
Imagine being in church, when an angel appears to you and tells you about the birth of
your son, and tells you to name him John! Recall how the angel told Zacharias John
would be a great preacher. It is not the importance of the angel or the parents but the
message: “Do not be afraid. Your prayer has been heard.”
Remember the message is not the people, churches, choir or the songs. It is the message
of God’s love arriving in physical form. The preaching of John the Baptist was the
introduction to Christ. For his whole life John heralded the coming of Jesus.
As we prepare for the birth of Christ let us remember the angel’s greeting, “Do not be
afraid. Your prayer has been heard.” Jesus is coming!! Christmas is on its way.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank You for Christian parents. We thank You for John the Baptist,
especially his dedication and willingness to serve, but most of all his example. We
appreciate the blessings bestowed on us. Know that we await our gift of Jesus the
Christ. In Your name we pray. Amen.

December 18th
Luke 1:26-33
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.”

Emma Hurt
Mary’s Good News

Prayer
Dear Lord, Thank You for the good news of great joy this Christmas season! Amen.

December 19th
Luke1:34-37
34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel
said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will
be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”

Greg & Janine Kahler
Nothing is Impossible for God

God created the universe, all living creatures and mankind where nothing existed.
God gave us our Savior through a humble, young unwed girl. Another miracle beyond
measure. “For with God nothing will be impossible.”

Prayer
Dear Lord, You made all of this out of nothing. We are imperfect and unworthy, yet You
still sent Jesus to save us. It is through Your unlimited power our salvation was made
possible. Thank You, dear Lord. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

December 20th
Luke 1:39-45
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for
joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

Heather Gonzales
Blessed Are You Among Women
I was blessed to be able to conceive and deliver a beautiful baby girl into this world. This
does not happen without a certain level of fear, and I can only imagine how afraid Mary
would have been as an unwed virgin to conceive a child. Not only did she have the
normal fears a pregnant woman has, she would have also had the fear of losing her fiancé,
being judged by people, and more importantly, being responsible for our Heavenly
Father’s Son.
Every mother worries about raising their child right, but can you imagine raising a child
that was sent by God to be our world’s Savior? Knowing that this would be difficult,
Mary remained obedient and faithful to God, and was able to see just how blessed and
privileged she was to be given this responsibility. Mary was told by the Angel that her
relative Elizabeth would also be filled with the Holy Spirit and conceive a child, even
though she was considered barren. Mary went to see her and indeed they both had been
blessed among women. For nothing is impossible with God!

Prayer
Dear Lord,
It is such a hectic day,
with little time to stop and pray.
For life’s been anything but calm,
since You called me to be a mom.
Running errands, matching socks,
building dreams with stacking blocks.
Cooking, cleaning, and finding shoes,
and other things that children lose.
Fitting lids on bottled bugs,
wiping tears and giving hugs.
A stack of last week’s mail to read,
where’s the quiet time I need?
Yet, when I steal a moment, Lord,
at the sink or ironing board,
to ask the blessing of Your grace,
I see then, in my little one’s face,
that You have blessed me all the while,
and I stoop to kiss that precious smile.
Thank You for Your blessings, dear Lord.
Amen.

December 21st
Luke 1:46-55
46 And Mary said,
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“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

Leslie Rock
Mary Christmas
The big day is almost here. I hope you are in a position to use that little bit of time that’s left to
focus on the real meaning of it all.
Our lesson from Luke’s Gospel takes place some months before the birth of Christ. In fact, Mary
has only recently learned from the angel that she will bear a child, a child conceived of the Holy
Spirit. Almost immediately Mary decides to visit her cousin Elizabeth, who is also expecting.
Elizabeth and Mary were quite a pair. As Dr. M. Craig Barnes has noted, “One of them is too old
to be a mother and the other is too young. But both are in the hands of God.”
Think about this: In the passage of scripture preceding our scripture, Elizabeth’s unborn son
announced the coming of God’s son when Elizabeth speaks, “But why am I so favored, that the
mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears,
the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill
his promises to her!”
At this Mary breaks out in a song, a song we know as the Magnificat, our scripture for this day.
Take a moment to read this scripture out loud.
The Magnificat is radical and revolutionary. The humble and the hungry are lifted up, but the
wealthy are sent away empty. In our land, Mary would be accused of “class warfare.” It’s
dangerous to talk about the greed of the wealthy and powerful and the oppression of the least
and lowest.
What is it that we need to take away from Mary’s song so close to Christmas? Among the
things we might want to remember is that the song was about her son – God’s son – and His
mission to the world. Jesus came to turn the world right side up. Jesus came to give dignity to
those whom society does not value. Jesus came to give hope to the hopeless, peace to those
whose hearts are in turmoil, love to those who are broken. Jesus came to give you and me the
greatest gift of all – Himself.
In “Family Circus” some time back we see little Billy. He’s spent the afternoon wandering
through various stores where he’s seen signs that say, “Don’t forget Christmas candy; don’t
forget wrapping paper, don’t forget to visit Santa, don’t forget last minute gifts.”
Billy goes home and draws a picture of Mary, Joseph, and Jesus and the star and writes on it
simply, “Don’t forget.”

Prayer
Almighty God, You are indeed the giver of marvelous gifts. We thank You for the greatest
gift of all – Your Son, our Savior. Help us by our words and deeds to proclaim this Gift.
Amen.

December 22nd
Luke 1:67-75
67

Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and
spoke this prophecy:
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“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed
them.
He has raised up a mighty savior for us
in the house of his servant David,
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
that we would be saved from our enemies and from the
hand of all who hate us.
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
and has remembered his holy covenant,
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,
to grant us 74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our
enemies,
might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness
before him all our days.
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Sherry Carter
In Silence
In sile n c e , we are able to quiet our minds. In sile n c e , we have the tendency to listen.
In sile n c e , we hear what others are thinking because we are unable to immediately share
our own thoughts. In sile n c e , we don’t ever wish we could take back words. In sile n c e ,
God has the ability to be heard.
Zacharias was given the good news from an angel that his wife Elizabeth would bear a
son even in their old age and that the child’s name would be John. Zacharias was a priest
and knew the story well of God’s promise and the fulfillment of a similar promise to
Abraham. Even with this knowledge Zacharias doubted the angel. In sile n c e , Zacharias
had nine months to ponder the words of the angel regarding the birth of his son, John.
A challenge for this Advent Season is to find time in sile n c e . What might God reveal to
you?

Prayer
Father, we ask that You would help us to hear Your voice during this busy time of year.
Amen.

December 23rd – Fourth Sunday of Advent
Luke 2:1-7
1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the
time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.

Kay Stevens
The Wait Is Over
Preparing for the birth of a baby is very exciting, but it’s also an anxious time. We
wonder when the baby will come. About the labor and delivery. Will the baby be
healthy? What will they be like? What kind of parent will we be? We also prepare by
getting all the supplies we need such as clothes, furniture, car seats, and diapers.
I marvel at what Mary and Joseph must have felt like as they had to make a trip to
Bethlehem knowing it was close to time for the baby to be born. They had to take
supplies with them. Then, when they got there, no rooms were available, only a stable
for the animals. The baby came and Mary wrapped Him up and had to lay Him in a
manger on the hay. No hospital, no doctor, or clean bed. Like any new mother what love
and joy she must have felt when she first held her son knowing the son God told her
about had come.
The waiting was over. Our long awaited Savior was here. He came for all of us in a quiet
unassuming place. This is the greatest Christmas present we will ever receive.

Prayer
Father, we are so grateful You sent your Son as You promised and that He came for all of
us. As we celebrate this Season, help us to trust You like Mary did as we wait and watch
for what You have for us. Amen.

December 24th – Christmas Eve
Luke 2:8-14
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

Jacquie Jeffreys
Dance for Joy

How do you react to good news? Do you dance like Snoopy on Schroder’s piano? With
total abandon? Sometimes maybe. Depends on the news. Have you seen the Publisher’s
Clearinghouse commercial where the person falls down seeing the “Prize Patrol” at their
door? Maybe you’ve given a shout of joy– Yippee!” I have! I’ve also cried tears of joy. I
don’t remember dancing on a piano, though.
We all love to receive good news It lightens the heart, makes our soul sing, and brings
joy to our lives. I can’t imagine anything greater than hearing “....to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” his is THE Good News! The
GREAT News! We should be like the angels shouting this news for all the world to hear!
In the quietness of Christmas Eve when you are thinking about a sleeping newborn,
shout quietly to yourself that a Savior has been born for you. And then, tomorrow, when
the baby is awake, shout out loud the great news to all the world that He was also born
for everyone who believes in Him.!

Prayer
Yippee! Thank You, Father, for this great news and for the promise of eternity with You.
Amen.

December 25th – Christmas Day
Luke 2:15-21
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.
21 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the
womb.

Matt Stiveson
What’s in a Name?
Names are important, aren’t they? They are a foundational aspect of a person’s individual
identity, and can set the tone for a person’s life. That’s why when Krista and I named
both of our boys, we practically obsessed with finding names that would connote
positive attributes.
We started the process of finding names for Sam and Eli by reading baby name books,
scouring the Internet, looking at the most popular names for boys born during their birth
years, and by making lists, oh so many lists! We finally settled on Samuel and Elijah
because of the Hebrew meaning of those names: Samuel means, “God listens,” while
Elijah means, “My God is the LORD.”
In Luke 2:21, we read that Jesus was given His name eight days after His birth. Of course,
Mary and Joseph didn’t have to read baby name books or make lists of names for their
son—they knew He was going to be called Jesus because an angel had told Mary that’s
what His name would be (Luke 1:32)!
Interestingly, Jesus was a fairly common name during the first century. It was the Greek
form of the Hebrew name Yehoshua (i.e., Joshua). Why was the Son of God given such a
common name? Why not something more unique? Well again, a name can set the tone
for a person’s entire life. And in Hebrew, Yehoshua means literally means, “to deliver” or,
“to rescue.” You see, Jesus’ very name was a description of who He is and what He came
to the earth to do.
Of course, Jesus has several other names and titles that give us an even more insight into
the nature of His identity and mission. Jesus is the Almighty One, the Alpha and Omega,
the Author and Perfecter of our faith, the Good Shepherd, the Great High Priest,
Emmanuel, the King of kings and Lord of lords, the Lamb of God, the Light of the World,
the Messiah, the Prince of Peace, the Redeemer, the Son of the Most High, the Way, the
Truth, the Life, and so much more.
As you celebrate Christmas today, I want to encourage you to take a few moments to
reflect on the names of Jesus and give thanks for the redemption we find in Him.
Merry Christmas!
Prayer
God, on this beautiful Christmas day we ask that You would help us focus on the
greatest gift that any of us have ever received: salvation through Jesus! We thank you for
sending Your one and only Son so that we might be saved through Him. It’s in the name
of Jesus we pray. Amen.

