October 2018

NOTES FROM THE PASTOR
K E I T H

I N M A N

I am presently reading The Ragamuffin Gospel, by Brennan Manning. There are many passages that have
given me pause; passages that have elicited a stare of awe out my window, with a hope that I will discover
more of grace in the sky which captures my gaze. Hear these words of grace:
Grace means that in the middle of our struggle the referee blows the whistle and announces the
end of the game. We are declared winners and sent to the showers. It’s over for all the huffing,
puffing piety to earn God’s favor; it’s finished for all sweat-soaked straining to secure self-worth; it’s
the end of all competitive scrambling to get ahead of others in the game. Grace means that God is
on our side and thus we are victors regardless of how well we have played the game. We might as
well head for the showers and the champagne celebration (Manning quoted from Waking from the
American Dream, by Donald W. McCullough).
The gospel declares that no matter how dutiful or prayerful we are, we can’t save ourselves. What
Jesus did was sufficient. Period. To the extent that we are self-made saints like the Pharisees or
neutral like Pilate (never making the leap in trust), we let the prostitutes and publicans go first into
the kingdom while we, in Flannery O’Conner’s unforgettable image, are in the background having
our alleged virtue burnt out of us. The hookers and swindlers enter before us because they know
they cannot save themselves, that they cannot make themselves presentable or lovable. They
risked everything on Jesus and, knowing they didn’t have it all together, were not too proud to
accept the handout of amazing grace.
Grace is so other-worldly. It is a stranger to our experience, our work, our relationships, and often, our
church. We struggle to receive grace yet we demand it from others. Or, we have the opportunity to receive
it from others, but it spirals into self-pity or bitterness. To actually live in a state of grace is what we yearn
for, yet rarely seem to experience it to the point of joy. My heart breaks as personal expectations overshadow the free gift of grace. It is frustrating when the fellowship of grace is suffocated by estrangement that
seems to have no apparent definition.
God invaded our world of darkness with grace. I’m so often willing to receive it yet struggle to give it. Other
times I struggle to receive it. Brennan Manning states at another point in the book that “when we accept
ownership of our powerlessness and helplessness, when we acknowledge that we are paupers at the door
of God’s mercy, then God can make something beautiful out of us.”
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they
shall be comforted. Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive
mercy.” Matthew 5:3-7

-Keith

NOTES FROM MUSIC MINISTRY
M I K E

R O S E

G’day All!
It was good to get away for a long rest away from home, but super to be back! We have a lot going on this
fall season, and I am just grateful to be a part of it! As far as traditional music is concerned, we are working
very diligently on our Christmas musical, “Come, Messiah King.” This will be presented at 11:00 am on
December 16 in our sanctuary. This is a great piece of music and I am sure you will receive a blessing as
we present it for you. Please make plans right now to invite your friends to share this with you. Our plans
are to present this two times, with the second time later the same day in another church in our community.
It will be great to share this with another church this season.
There is still room for you! We have several copies of the musical available and there is plenty of time for
you to learn it with us. If you would like to join us, please feel free to do so. We rehearse Christmas music
on Sunday afternoons at 4:00 pm, and there is plenty of room for your voice in our choir. We are enjoying
the music and the fellowship. Please consider joining us!
Thank you again for the opportunity to visit my friends in Australia...this was a lifelong dream for me and I
do appreciate you allowing me the time to get away and rest! Now, if I can just overcome this jet lag!
God bless you as you consider serving Him at FBC!
-Mike

M.A.G.I.C. Friends,
The M.A.G.I.C. leadership team has been hard at work scheduling not only our fall meetings, but next
year’s as well.  However, I won’t list next year’s events here so you won’t get confused.
This is the schedule for the remainder of the year:
• October 22nd - Lunch at Barkley Lodge; we will depart FBC at 10:00 and are hoping to see some
      beautiful autumn leaves!
• November 26th - Lunch, catered by Bad Bob’s @ noon
• December 9th (Sunday) - We will meet at Playhouse in the Park to see “The Lion, the Witch and the    
      Wardrobe,” 2:00pm
More information will be given as we get closer to the actual dates.

-Boyd

Happy October! Time flies when you’re having fun! Things are going really well with the student ministry at
FBC. All programs and ministries have been launched and students have been growing closer to the Lord.  
Awaken (HSM), Fusion (MSM), LifeGroups, and Imitate are all up and running successfully.
We have made a slight change in our Midweek and LifeGroup schedule;
please see the calendar on the next page for more details. After talking with
parents, students, and church staff, we have decided to move all student worship services back to Wednesday nights and all LifeGroups to Sunday nights.
This is how we have done it for the past few years and it has benefited the
entire family. However, the main change from previous years is that MSM and
HSM will meet on the same night but at different times! The middle schoolers
(6-8th grades) will meet in the worship center at the FLC from 5:45-6:30pm,
followed by small groups and structured gym/recreation time until 7:30pm.
The high school students will meet in the worship center at the FLC from
6:30-7:30pm. This gives the ministries their own identity while using the same
facilities at different times. Win-Win! That means all LifeGroups will be moved back to Sunday nights like
they have traditionally been in the past. This seems to work best for the entire family.

We have started the Gospel Project during the Sunday School hour and it has been going great! The kids
like the new ‘daily devotional’ feature that corresponds to what they’re learning. Each week, students get
a devotional guide that helps them establish a ‘quiet time’ with Jesus each day.
We just finished our series on “What Is the Gospel?” during our MSM/HSM worship times. Many students
have enjoyed this study and will be unpacking some of the details in their LifeGroups! Through the end of
October, we will be studying topics such as “Spiritual Disciplines” and “Moral Boundaries: Biblical Manhood and Womanhood.”
We PREACH and TEACH the WORD! There’s nothing else that can guide us in this chaotic life. Thank
God for His Word!
													

-Jon Kyle

Fall Festival is coming Sunday,
October 14, from 4:00-6:00 pm! We
need volunteers and Sunday school
classes to adopt the games and to
sign up for times that they will work
the booths. We also need people to
sign up to set up and tear down. The
Fall Festival display is set up in the
Welcome Center. If you would like
to help by donating candy and two
liters, you can drop them off there.

Our kids are raising money for the World Mission Offering. Our goal is to sponsor
at least 5 goats through Baptist Global Response. If we hit our goal of $10 per kid
then we will have goats come to church on December 2!
The Jingle Jam is Wednesday night, December 5! This will be
a Christmas party big enough for the whole family. We will be
learning about compassion. Join us for worship, games, and
lots of fun. If you enjoy singing and acting, we need your help!
Talk to me to get involved.
Midweek B begins on 10/10! We still need one more 3rd grade teacher.
We are excited about all these upcoming events for our
children’s ministry and look forward to partnering with you.
To God be the glory!

-Rachel

Operation Christmas Child is Coming to FBC!
The holidays are almost upon us, sparking
one of the most beloved family traditions:
packing a shoe box for Operation Chistmas
Child. This special ministry provides gifts to
children who live in poverty, along with the
greatest news ever told: the gospel of Jesus
Christ!
This year, our goal is to collect 300 boxes!
For a church of our size, this should be an
easy task. We encourage you to organize
“packing parties” with your small groups,
Sunday school classes, family, and friend
groups.
We will have a display set up in the Welcome
Center beginning on October 21 for you to
drop your boxes off.
The shipping cost per box is $9 this year.
Don’t forget to include the shipping money
in the box you put together. You can also do
this online to track the country your box is
shipped to.
We look forward to the memories made
because of this program this holiday season.
To God be the glory!
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“There is a missing force in Christianity today. Its absence has led to weak believers,
disintegrating families, ineffective churches, and a decaying culture. Without it we
lack what we need to fully live as heaven’s representatives on earth.”
“That missing force is discipleship. The result is powerless Christians attending
powerless churches, having a powerless presence in the world. The power,
authority, abundance, victory, and impact God has promised will come about only
when we understand and align ourselves with His definition of discipleship.”
This study will be led by David and Cindy Gibson.
“Christian parents are not seeking mere behavior
modification in their children but the growth of truly godly
passions. ‘Training a child up in the way he should go’ must
be done intentionally, with the mind and heart of God.”
“Based on Psalm 127, this 7-session study plumbs the
wisdom of the Bible about the goals of parenting, the
stages of discipline, the role of the church, and strategies to shape the heart toward the gospel.”
This study will be led by Jeremy Hudgin and is most applicable to parents with kids under the age of 18.
“The book of 1st Thessalonians is a Pauline Epistle (letter from
Paul). The Apostle Paul wrote it about 52-54 A.D. and it was one
of his earliest written letters. The key personalities in this book are
the Apostle Paul, Timothy, and Silas. Paul wrote this letter to
strengthen and encourage the church in Thessalonica. To
encourage and hearten the believers, Paul chose to emphasize
the second coming of Jesus Christ. Throughout this letter, Paul
focused on the principles of faith, hope, and love.”
This study will be led by Keith Inman.
Come join us for a time of silent and corporate prayer. We will pray for the many
needs of the saints, the various ministries of FBC, our missionaries, revival and
another great awakening in our country.
This will be a great opportunity to fellowship with other church members and
share each other’s burdens.
This meeting will be led by Boyd Smith.

The Bill Adams International Student Scholarship
First Baptist Church
Bill Adams (1947-2015) was a life-long and dedicated member of First Baptist Church,
Murray, Kentucky.  With a servant’s heart and God’s gift of teaching and leadership, he
taught Sunday School for forty-five (45) years and served as a Deacon and member of
various church service committees. It is in the honor of his memory and to the glory of God
this scholarship has been established by his family and for the benefit and blessing of the
international students of First Baptist Church, Murray, Kentucky.
Additional donations may be made directly to the original endowment or may be designated for scholarships apart from the endowment for more readily available distribution.
Future contributions are welcomed to continue meeting the financial needs of education for our international students and in hopes of providing even further ongoing assistance. For more information, contact
the church office at (270) 753-1854.

World Mission Offering: Organization Highlights
The International Mission Board’s Lottie Moon offering is named in honor of
Charlotte (Lottie) Moon, a missionary appointed in 1873 to China where she
served the people of China for over 39 years before her death.
The International Mission Board (IMB) was formed by the Southern Baptist
Convention in 1845 to select, train, supervise, and support missionaries as they
work in other nations. Today the IMB has over 3,000 missionaries who are serving 900 ethnic people groups. Our missionaries work in huge urban centers and
in rural villages to evangelize, plant churches, and train national Christians. All
of them work together to make the love of Christ known to those they serve.
Murray, Kentucky, is a college town, and many of us are familiar with the
impact of our local Baptist Campus Ministry in the lives of university students.
The BCM exists on the campus of Murray State University to Reach, Connect,
and Strengthen. We want to reach students with the Gospel of Christ. We
want to connect students to our local churches and our churches to the campus. We want to strengthen the Christ follower’s relationship with the Lord.
Baptist Global Response (BGR) is the organization that represents us, the Christians of the Southern Baptist Convention, in coordinating an effective Christian
response to global critical needs wherever they may occur. BGR is Christ-centered
and expresses our compassion for suffering and needy people all over the world.
They work to help desperate people not only to survive crises, but to learn how to
form supportive communities that can enhance their ability to prosper. They help
people whose lives have been devastated by natural and man-made disasters.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW MEMBERS:
Nathan Williams
joined by statement at
the 11:00 am service
on Sunday, August 26.

Shilpa Williams joined
by profession of faith
and baptism at the
11:00 am service on
Sunday, August 26.

Jake, Andrea, and
Austin Hildebrant
joined by letter at the
11:00 am service on
August 26.
Emma Hildebrant
joined by profession of
faith and baptism at the
11:00 am service on
Sunday, August 26.

Mike and Vickie Baker joined by letter at the 11:00 am service
on Sunday, September 2.

HOME MINISTRY VISITATION:
Our Home Ministry Visitation Team meets monthly and visits our members at Hickory Woods, Brookdale
and Spring Creek. The team meets in the Welcome Center at 2:00 pm on the second Thursday of each
month to choose assignments and pick up materials to deliver to the homebound. We need volunteers
(male or female) to help make visits! Please mark your calendars and plan to join us. You will be blessed!

FELLOWSHIP DINNER:

Wednesday night Fellowship Suppers are at 5:15 pm in the Family Life Center. Adult meals are $4, children under 12 are $3, and college students are $1. To help with set up and food preparation, reservations
are required. Please call the church office by noon on Mondays before the meal for reservations.

NEEDLINE:
There is a collection box located in the Welcome Center for you to drop off non-perishable food items to
be donated to Needline. For the month of October, the featured item is toilet tissue. Different food/household items will be collected each month.

RADIO/TV:
Our 8:30 am worship service is aired at 11:00 am on WAAJ-FM 89.7 and a taped broadcast is available on
Thursday evenings at 8:00 pm on Murray Electric System’s channel 15.

CHURCH INFORMATION
CONTACT INFORMATION

203 South 4th Street, Murray, KY  42071
270-753-1854 (church office) • 270-753-3967 (fax)
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday  8:00 am to 4:30 pm
FBC Library Phone: 270-753-1282
KEITH INMAN • SENIOR PASTOR
kinman@fbcmurray.org
BOYD SMITH • PASTOR OF PRAYER AND CARE
bsmith@fbcmurray.org
JEREMY HUDGIN • ASSOCIATE PASTOR
jhudgin@fbcmurray.org
JON KYLE ALLRED • STUDENT PASTOR
jallred@fbcmurray.org

FINANCES
$    986,898.00                           Budgeted YTD
$    927,595.04              Budget Expenditures YTD
$    866,183.93                    Budget Receipts YTD
$    140,000.00                                WMO 2018 Goal
$     52,374.26                       WMO Receipts YTD
$ 3,460,000.00                      Family Life Center Goal
$ 2,099,161.51   Family Life Center Receipts to Date
$ 1,715,247.19     Family Life Center Borrowed to Date

ATTENDANCE

MIKE ROSE • TRADITIONAL WORSHIP LEADER
mrose@fbcmurray.org
RACHEL RIQUELME • CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
DIRECTOR
rriquelme@fbcmurray.org

Visit us at www.fbcmurray.org
Van Driver for September: John Rudolph
(270) 752-0179

                  8:30         11:00     Sunday     
Service Service School
Aug 26
Sept 2
Sept 9
Sept 16
Sept 23

215
208
215
220
157

428
322
464
341
331

389
327
381
385
351

The
Net
127
N/A
115
100
97

MEMORIALS
FINANCIAL

Contributions to the World Mission Offering have been received in memory of Wilma Beatty, Sharon Siebold,
J. B. Bell, and Ray Moore.
Contributions to the Brazil Mission Fund have been received in memory of J. B. Bell.
Contributions to the Family Life Center have been received in memory of Dawn Rose and Vic Dunn.

LIBRARY

The reference book, The New American Commentary Vol. 25A, John 1-11, has been given in memory of
J.B. Bell, father of Dwain Bell, by the Be One Adult Sunday School Class.

October 2018
Sun

Sunday Schedule

Mon

1

4:00 pm Committee
on Committees
5:30 pm Deacons’
Meeting
6:00 pm College
Cookout & Bonfire @
Hudgins’

2

Wed

3

Thu

4

Fri

5

Sat

6

Murray City Schools Fall Break - No Mother’s Day Out this week

8:30 - Worship
9:45 - Sunday School
11:00 - Worship
4:00 - Christmas Choir
4:30 - Sanctuary Choir
5:30 - MSM & HSM
LifeGroups
8:00 - The Net

7

Tue

8

6:30 pm Betty
Sledd Group
6:30 pm Men’s Pick
Up Basketball FLC

9:00 am Ladies
Bible Study

9

10

MSU Fall Break

NO Prayer
meeting and NO
evening activities

10:00 am Friday
Friends Bible Study

11

12

13

Calloway County Schools Fall Break
6:45 am Breakfast 9:00 am Ladies
Club @ McDonald’s Bible Study
6:30 pm Men’s Pick
Up Basketball FLC

2:00 pm Home
Ministry Visitation

10:00 am Friday
Friends Bible Study

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

12:15 pm International Luncheon
4:00 pm Fall Festival
@ Chestnut Park

12:15 pm Combined
MSU/International
Lunch
3:00 pm Budget
Meeting
4:00 pm Missions
Ministry Team

Lord’s Supper &
Benevolent Offering
5:30 pm MSM & HSM
Fall Hayride @ Lax
home
5:30 pm Business
Meeting

10:00 am MAGIC
Lunch @ Barkley
Lodge

10:00 am Sharon
Wells Group
6:30 pm Men’s Pick
Up Basketball FLC

6:45 am Breakfast
Club @ Murray
Donuts
6:30 pm Men’s Pick
Up Basketball FLC

9:00 am Ladies
Bible Study
10:00 am Needline
Team
5:00 pm Blood
Drive
5:15 pm BFS Committee

9:00 am Ladies
Bible Study
5:15 pm Budget
Meeting

6:30 pm Men’s Pick 9:00 am Ladies
Up Basketball FLC
Bible Study
5:15 pm Budget
Meeting

10:00 am Friday
Friends Bible Study

10:00 am Friday
Friends Bible Study

Wednesday
Schedule

Noon - Prayer Meeting
5:15- Fellowship Supper
5:45 - MSM Fusion
6:15 - MidWeek @ First
6:15 - KidsFirst MidWeek
6:30 - HSM Awaken

Mother’s Day
Out

8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays

FLC
Open Schedule

Mondays 6 to 9 am &
3:30 to 8 pm
Tuesdays: 3:30 to 5:30
pm
Wednesdays: 6 to 9 am
Thursdays: 3:30 to 8 pm
Fridays: 6 to 9 am

