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What do I see? What do I see as I gaze over the congregation before me? People assembled. A variety of 
stories. Sometimes books. I am praying. Somehow praying. Spirit-helped. Grace-filled. I hope. Not hope of 
the worldly kind. Hope that Paul speaks of through the Living Word. Hope that beat in the chest of Jesus. 
It’s a confident expectancy. I need it. 

I have pleaded with God not to leave me before you alone.  I am not deceived. I know I have nothing to 
offer you of significance, help. . .  except Him. I wonder about how we have come to “do” church. Will I be 
a speaking head of the Gospel? Or, will the Christ in me bless us all as sure as our mysterious hearts beat 
and push blood to our craving need for oxygen? I look out. I see you. And the Christ in you compels me to 
know Him more. The Christ in you blesses me. We are in this journey together. The body of Christ. Of which 
I am a part. You. My friends. Brothers and sisters. Many I don’t even know their names. Some gathered 
are strangers. Curious and needy. I stand before you and you are with me. And so is He. The Living Word 
comes to abide.

What do I see? I see people. Created in God’s image. Relational beings needing grace. I see the hurt on 
her face; the pain in his heart; the façade covering fear. I see the shame daring to peak out around the 
mask. Worry, bitterness, anger, disappointment, depression, addiction, inquiry. Will one snuff out the joy, the 
grace, the gratitude that longs to be released? The battle ensues. Sin is so ugly, yet dresses up so nicely.
In the middle of all this, I do see hope, joy, grace, gratitude. Men who have taken care of their ailing wives. 
Wives who have taken care of their ailing husbands. Only to say goodbye. Parents and children who have 
walked through the dark times, separately, together, haunting misunderstanding, tempted by reconcilia-
tion and love. But behind the dark clouds, the silver lining of grace casts the shadow of gratitude. Even the 
smallest amount of gratitude can open the windows of the soul. The sun comes in. Joy has come in the 
morning. I see love, peace, integrity, gentleness, mercy, faithfulness, friends. 

God continues to offer His presence, Himself. He walks with me. He talks with me. Along life’s narrow way. 
He walks and talks through you. And “eucharisteo,” joy, grace, and gratitude sets us free; free to be the peo-
ple God has called us to be.

When I look in your eyes, when I touch your hand, even when we struggle to open ourselves up, I know 
God is there; encouraging us to push through and grab God’s grace. Communion. The Lord’s Supper. The 
Eucharist. The Table of Gratitude and so much more. May we extend it to one another. We need it and so 
does our world. There’s a reason Paul opens his letters with grace and peace. Then, sings my soul! 

Keith



Dear First Baptist Family:

Our composer weekend is coming up June 1 through 3 with Mike Harland.  Please consider 
joining us for this unique experience.  We will be singing several of Mr. Harland’s anthems, 
and will be leading a service of worship on June 3, at 4:00 pm.  We rehearse Friday night 
and on Saturday.  This will be an exciting time in the life of our church and our music minis-
try!  Come and join us!

Then on June 17, we will be hosting Rodney Barbour as we fully dedicate our new organ!  
Rodney is the best there is with the Rodgers organ, and you will be astonished at what he is 
able to do with this wonderful instrument.  He will play during the combined service at 11:00 
am, and then a service of worship that evening at 5:30 pm.  Rodney will lead a training ses-
sion for anyone who would like to participate on Monday, June 18, at 9:00 am.  Please make 
plans to attend this great event.  Bring your friends; they will be glad you invited them.

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone in our church family for every expression 
of your love toward me and my family during these past several weeks.  It has indeed been 
the most difficult time in my entire life, but all of you have helped sustain me.  Dawn was a 
wonderful lady, a fantastic partner in ministry, and I miss her more than you will ever know.  
As I sit and write, I have the assurance that one day we will both be in the arms of Jesus, 
and this is what is getting me through this time in my life.  For every card, every hug, every 
gift to the Building Fund, and for every prayer, I am eternally grateful.  I will get through this 
time, and you will help me!   Thank you for loving her and for loving me!  I appreciate you so 
much!

Looking forward to continuing the ministry that God has called me to here at FBC!  God 
bless each of you!

Blessings,

Mike



Summer is here!  I’m so excited!  It’s my favorite season and time of year!  With that said, it’s also one of the 
busiest times for youth ministry.  However, the busyness of youth ministry during the summer has purpose.  
To make things even more exciting, the youth ministry will be able to benefit greatly from the college Summer 
Impact Students hanging around Murray!  This Impact team is a small group of college students that will work 
with FBC through the summer and will be sharing their time, talents, and abilities to help further the Gospel in 
Murray and beyond. You will be hearing more about this in the near future.
 
Let me share with you a tentative calendar for reaching, teaching, and multiplying teenage disciples… 
 

1. Sunday mornings will continue as usual.  Sunday School small groups and worship service.
2. Each Sunday night will be dedicated to FBC Church Family gatherings.  Basically, whatever is sched-

uled for the FBC family on Sunday nights will also gain participation from the students.
3. Tuesdays will be so much FUN!  Each Tuesday will be dedicated for youth missions and madness!  

Therefore, each Tuesday has been branded as “Missions and Madness!”.  We will offer the students a 
mixture of outreach/discipleship and fun!  See the calendar below for more information!

4. Wednesdays will continue our Midweek youth outreach and worship service.  The time will adjust to 
6:00-8:00pm in the FLC.  Check the calendar for a more accurate schedule; some MidWeek services 
have been changed or altered due to other church programming.

 
See below a tentative calendar for this summer:

fbc student 
ministry





M.A.G.I.C. Friends,
Yesterday we had snow flurries and today it’s 70 degrees.  You’ve got to love Murray, KY!  
I’m hoping we have beautiful weather on May 21st, which is the day we will be going to 
Barkley Lodge for lunch.  Please be sure to call the church office by May 16th if you plan 
on going with us so we can let them know how many to 
expect.  We will depart at 10:15 am and return around 3:00 
pm.  MAGIC will not meet in June or July. There will be 
plenty of other church-wide activities you can be involved 
in this summer.  Check out other exciting activities that will 
be listed the next two months of Manna publications.

Boyd



Award-winning Chr ist ian author ,  Hopkinsvi l le  nat ive,  and Murray State  
Univers i ty  a lum,  Mar ie  Wel ls  Coutu wi l l  be v is i t ing the Murray area and has 
agreed to  stop at  the F i rst  Bapt is t  Church Library .   She wi l l  ta lk  about  her  books 
and have an informal  t ime of  d iscussion on the topic  of  “From Dream to Real i ty”  
which involves pursuing your  dream no matter  what  your  age.   The event  is  
p lanned for  Sunday af ternoon,  May 6 ,  f rom 2-4 pm in  the FBC Library .  I t  is  open 
to  a l l  who are interested in  meet ing and learning more about  the author  and 
how she takes an idea and craf ts  i t  into a  f in ished book.   Mar ie  a lso plans to  
have her  three publ ished books avai lable  for  purchase and wi l l  be glad to  s ign 
for  anyone who is  interested.   Her  ta lks  merge Bibl ical  s tor ies  wi th  inspi rat ion 
and lessons f rom scr ipture .   P lease come and support  th is  dynamic Chr ist ian 
wr i ter  as  she seeks to  encourage women to f ind God’s  purpose for  thei r  l ives .   

About the Author: Marie Wells Coutu has written for newspapers, 
magazines, business, government, and nonprofit organizations.  Her 
debut novel, For Such a Moment, won the Books of Hope Contest and
was a finalist in the Women of Faith Writing Contest.  She retired from 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association in 2013 where she was a 
writer and journalist. She is married to Ed Coutu and has two children 
and four grandchildren.  She and her husband now divide their time 
between Florida and Iowa.



BACCALAUREATE SERVICE 
FOR MSU GRADUATES



Summer 

Impact Team
Summer Impact is a two-month summer 
missions experience for university students. 
Through discipleship and leadership training, 
these students will be equipped to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus to Murray and 
Calloway County. These university students 
will be serving with us here at FBC Murray in 
a variety of capacities throughout our 
various ministries. The team will be 
instrumental in carrying out many of our 
youth and children’s ministry events over the 
summer. They will also be involved in 
community outreach here in Calloway 
County and summer missions in New York 
City. This year's team will be led by Hannah 
Parker. We are privileged to have this team 
here this summer to enrich the ministry of 
this congregation. Stay tuned for more 
information. 



Summer Sunday 
Nights



NEW MEMBERS:

THANK YOU NOTES:

NEEDLINE:

RADIO/TV:

FELLOWSHIP DINNER:

A thank you note has been received from the family of Ruth Bailey.

Our 8:30 am worship service is aired at 11:00 am on WAAJ-FM 89.7 and a taped broad-
cast is available on Thursday evenings at 8:00 pm on Murray Electric System’s channel 15.

There is a collection box located in the Welcome Center for you to drop off non-perishable 
food items to be donated to Needline. For the month of May, the featured item is canned 
tuna. Different food/household items will be collected each month.

Wednesday night Fellowship Suppers are at 5:30 pm in the Family Life Center. Adult 
meals are $4 and children under 12 are $3. To help with set up and food preparation, reser-
vations are required. Please call the church office by noon on Mondays for reservations. 
The last dinner of the semester is May 16.

Yen Wen Lin 
(right) joined 
FBC by pro-
fession of faith 
and baptism. 
She was bap-
tized on Sun-
day, April 15, 
in the 11:00 
service.

Raegan Settle, Apirada Chetawatee, and Jack Wright joined FBC by profession of faith and 
baptism. They were baptized on Sunday, April 1, in the 11:00 service.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Coleman family joined FBC 
by letter on Sunday, March 25.

Miranda Fortner (left) and Hannah Parker 
(center) joined FBC by letter on Sunday, 
April 8.

WEDDING SHOWER INVITATION:
You are invited to a bridal coffee honoring Audree Harper and Trevor Williams on Saturday, 
May 5, 2018, in the First Baptist Church Welcome Center. The couple is registered at Bed, 
Bath & Beyond and Walmart.



FINANCIAL
A contribution to the Family Life Center has been received in honor of Lorraine Adams (98th birthday).

Contributions to the Family Life Center have been received in memory of Dr. Dawn Rose.
Contributions to the World Mission Offering have been received in memory of Marvin Harris, Glynn Mangold, 

and Dr. Dawn Rose.

LIBRARY
The book, Awaken, 90 Days with the God Who Speaks, by Priscilla Shirer, has been given in memory of Ruth 

Bailey, sister of Shirley Toon.
The book, The Jesus Bible (the New International Version), with contributions from Louie Giglio, Max Lucado, 
John Piper, Ravi Zacharias and Randy Alcorn, has been given in honor of Gene and Dortha Bailey in appreci-

ation for their many years of friendship, by John Mark Roberts.
The book, Whisper, How to Hear the Voice of God by Mark Batterson, has been given in memory of Mary Ann 

Foley, mother of Diane Jonas.

203 South 4th Street, Murray, KY  42071 
270-753-1854 (church office) • 270-753-3967 (fax) 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday  8:00 am to 4:30 pm
FBC Library Phone: 270-753-1282

KEITH INMAN • SENIOR PASTOR
kinman@fbcmurray.org

BOYD SMITH • PASTOR OF PRAYER AND CARE
bsmith@fbcmurray.org

JEREMY HUDGIN • ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF    
FAMILIES

jhudgin@fbcmurray.org

JON KYLE ALLRED • STUDENT PASTOR
jallred@fbcmurray.org 

MIKE ROSE • TRADITIONAL WORSHIP LEADER 
mrose@fbcmurray.org 

MELISSA COLLIER • PRESCHOOL & CHILDREN’S 
DIRECTOR

mcollier@fbcmurray.org

Visit us at www.fbcmurray.org 

Van Driver for May: David McDowell 270-227-3109

$   415,536.00                                Budgeted YTD
$    334,463.10                         Budget Expenditures YTD
$    390,715.55                                 Budget Receipts YTD
 
$  140,000.00                         WMO 2018 Goal
$    29,132.10                         WMO Receipts YTD 
 
$3,460,000.00                         Family Life Center Goal
$1,949,252.09                         Family Life Center Receipts to Date
$1,781.905.32                         Family Life Center Borrowed to Date 

                   8:30       11:00     Sunday     The
                Service    Service    School      Net

Mar. 25 
Apr. 1  
Apr. 8
Apr. 15
Apr. 22

FINANCES

ATTENDANCE

CONTACT INFORMATION

CHURCH INFORMATION

MEMORIALS

170
296 
193 
199
215

261 
500 
413 
372

64 
N/A 
74 
52
44

356 
402 
386 
435 
369Not 

Available



May 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
8:30 am MDO 
6:30 pm Betty Sledd 
Group 
3:30  pm Youth Bas-
ketball at FLC 
 

2 
 
8:30 am MDO 
7:30 Personnel 
Comm.   
 

3 
8:30 am MDO 
3:30  pm Youth Bas-
ketball at FLC 
7:00 pm National 
Day of Prayer @ 
MSU Curris Center 

4 5 
9:00 am Grace Mar-
riage Session #2 

6  12:15 pm Combined 
meal for MSU/
International Students 
2:00 pm  Meet the 
Author Event 
5:00 pm VBS Volunteer 
Meeting 
5:00 pm Life Groups 
end of year party 
5:30 pm Deacons’ 
Meeting 
8:00 The Net 

7 
7:00 pm Men’s Pick 
Up Basketball - FLC 

8 
6:45 am Breakfast 
Club @ McDonald’s  
8:30 am MDO 
1:00 pm MDO 
Graduation 
3:30  pm Youth Bas-
ketball at FLC 

9 
8:30 am MDO 
5:15 pm BFS Comm. 
 

10 
8:30 am MDO Last 
day (1/2 day) 
2:00 pm Home Min-
istry Visitation 
3:30 pm Youth Bas-
ketball 
6:30 pm Louella 
Beddoe group 
 
 

11 12 

13 
Mother’s Day 
“Rooted” Baby & 
Parent Dedication at 
both worship ser-
vices 

14 
 

15 
10:00 am Sharon 
Wells Group 
3:30  pm Youth Bas-
ketball at FLC 

16 
10:00 am Needline 
Team 
Last Fellowship 
Supper and last 
MidWeek 

17 
3:30 pm Youth Bas-
ketball 

18 19 

20 
High School Senior 
Recognition 
4:00 pm Missions 
Ministry Team 
5:30 pm Business 
Meeting 

21 
MAGIC Lunch at 
Barkley Lodge 
7:00 pm High School 
Senior Banquet  

22 
Election Day 
 

23 
6:00 pm Student 
Mid Week Service 
8:00 pm Murray 
High School Bacca-
laureate  

24 
3:30 pm Youth Bas-
ketball 

25 26 

27 
Lord’s Supper & 
Benevolent Offer-
ing 
 

28 
Memorial Day 

Church Office Closed 

29 30 
6:00 pm VBS Can-
vassing 

31 
6:30 am Students to 
Holiday World 
1:00 pm Kids First 
Summer Fun  Dayz 
#1 

  

Sunday Schedule 
8:30  - Worship 
9:45 - Sunday School 
11:00  -  Worship 
4:30  - Sanctuary Choir 
 
 

FLC  
Open Schedule 

Mondays    6 to 9 am & 
                   3:30 to 8 pm  
Tuesdays: 6 to 9 am & 
                   3:30 to 8 pm  
Wednesdays:  6 to  9 am 
Thursdays:  6 to 9 am & 
                     3:30 to 8 pm 
Fridays:  6 to 9 am  

Wednesday  
Schedule 

Noon - Prayer Meeting 
5:30 - Fellowship Supper 
6:00 - Student Midweek 
6:15 - MidWeek @ First 
6:15 - TeamKid//Highway 45

  College Students to Cincinnati 


