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                                                            The Tithes of March 

This coming March, we are inviting every member, every giver, to join our staff in The 
Tithes of March. One of the characteristics of a follower and disciple of Christ is that their 
allegiance and gratefulness to God is demonstrated by healthy and appropriate financial 
stewardship. Our entire approach to giving should be motivated by grace and never legal-
ism. Please understand that it is not our intention to guilt trip or shame anyone.  

The tithe was never meant to be legalistic. It was built into Israel’s way of life. Tithing is 
one of God’s great gifts to us so that we might understand the privilege, power, and free-
dom that comes with generosity! God wants us to reflect what it means to be image bear-
ers of His generous nature. The tithe was the starting point of the giving behavior of God’s 
people. “The early church was so overwhelmed by God’s grace and generosity, it went far 
beyond the tithe.” Ortberg  

The prophet Malachi famously spoke of failure to tithe as robbery. “You are robbing me. 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in 
this,” says the Lord God Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the flood gates of heav-
en and pour out so much blessing there will not be room enough to store it.”  

I believe God is truthful and serious about His “test.”  He wants to bless our obedience. 
If you are currently tithing, this month of March will give you the privilege of doing what 
you already do. If you wonder whether you should tithe on the gross or net, we leave that 
between you and God. If you are not a tither or need to increase your giving more in line 
with Scriptural teaching, we encourage you to take this step of faith, grace and obedience.  
For some of us, March can be a chance to “catch up” after the expenditures of the previ-
ous holiday season. Whatever our individual situations may be, collectively, let’s join to-
gether and see what can be. 

First Baptist Church is a very generous congregation. Furthermore, we have been given 
opportunities here in Murray and literally around the world to express to the Gospel. 
Your faithfulness does so much more than pay the light bill, insurance, or salaries to those 
whom God has placed here to lead and serve. Your faithfulness benefits the entire minis-
try and mission possibilities of Jesus Christ. 

Keith



On Saturday night, December 17th, I was returning home from an evening with the 
Duane Bolin family and friends. While there, we heard the storms come through 
town but I had no idea what awaited me on the road home. The winds had put 
a huge tree on the ground and across the road on 94W. Two telephone poles 
dangled in the air, held up by power lines, and darkness, along with on-coming 
headlights and drizzling rain prevented me from seeing huge limbs which would 
shatter my windshield and penetrate my car like a dagger. The car, the only “new” 
car Carole and I had ever purchased in our marriage was deemed “totaled.” Carole, 
my daughter, and my young grandson had only minutes before passed that way 
on their return to our home. It could have been so much worse and I had time to 

reflect upon what is truly important in life. Cars can be replaced. Bodies? Not so much.  

On Sunday night, February 12th, I was returning home after hearing our International Mission Board Mis-
sionaries share their ministry and the challenges they encounter in a third world Southeast Asia country. It 
had been a good day. I was driving a 2010 model Carole and I had just purchased four days previously with 
our insurance settlement. My “proof of insurance” was in the glove compartment, indicating that this car 
had been covered for a total of four days.  

As the light turned green at 12th and Main, I continued through the intersection as I have done over a 
thousand times before. The car to my left proceeded to turn left. I continued straight, only to be blasted by 
a “hit and run” driver, who for whatever reason, deemed it necessary to leave the scene of the accident in 
his truck. He eventually dropped his fender on the side of the road, a result of the impact. A trail of fluid 
soon dissipated and his whereabouts are unknown to this day. Fortunately, witnesses filled in the facts that 
seemed to escape me due to my disorientation.  

It was a hard “T-bone” collision. Just like in the movies, headlights were blinding, and a horrendous crashing 
sound indicated this was bad. I had the “shakes” and after a CAT Scan at MCCH, it was determined I still had 
working gray matter. It could have been much worse. 

After a crazy week of situations that reminded me of the preciousness of life within our own congregation, I 
was grateful to have Boyd Smith at my bedside. (Carole was in Florida celebrating her ? year high school class 
reunion. Sorry, you must ask her! Primarily, she was visiting our grandson.)  I apologized to Boyd for disrupt-
ing his Sunday evening, especially given all the time he had spent at Vanderbilt Hospital the week before 
caring for other FBC folks we love. I was grateful we both went home to our own beds! 

Ironically, just that Sunday morning I had closed our worship time with the thought that we never know 
when our last day may be. As I laid still in a side room of the ER, eyes closed and listening to the hum of the 
CAT Scan, I had a peace come over me. I knew I was ready to leave this earth. 

Like many of you, I had an experience with three days of fever that left me incapacitated. I have heard so 
many good reports in regard to Jon Kyle’s sermon and personal testimony! I had hoped to be in full recov-
ery by Sunday morning but it just did not happen. Carole mentioned how fortunate we are to have so many 
on staff capable of “filling the pulpit.” I am grateful for the entire Allred family: Jon Kyle, Jamie, Halle, Anna 
Grace, Nora, and Layla. As I have said many times before: “We all have a story.” Thanks, Jon Kyle and Jamie, 
for sharing your story. It gives us hope in the faithfulness and love of God. 



February has been filled with Student Ministry activities!  Here is a recap of the month:

2/5/17 – We hosted a Super Bowl Party at The Net building.

2/10 – 2/11/17 – For girls only, grades 6-12th, we hosted a “Girls Spring Retreat” at the 
BCM on the campus of MSU.  The girls went to Walmart and bought supplies to make 
‘care baskets.’  They took them to the Murray/Calloway County Hospital and passed 
them out to patients on the 3rd and 4th floors.  They handed them the basket, asked 

them for prayer requests and prayed for each patient!  Afterwards, there was a full night of devotions, 
food, fellowship, and a guest speaker!

2/18/17 – The HSM (9th-12th grades only) participated in their first “Do Something” 
local missions day.  We took a small group of 10 to the new home of “The Way of 
Wellness” ministry.  The ministry is set to open in April under the guidance and direc-
tion of Traci Lawrence.  This is a ministry that helps battered and homeless women 
with children get back up on their feet again.  We cleaned the entire house and even 
took out the garbage!  It was a great day of ministry and I’m pretty sure WE were the 
ones blessed!

2/25/17 – The MSM (6th-8th grades only) are going to The Holder Family Fun Center 
in Hendersonville, TN on Saturday, the 25th.  This is nothing but 
a fun day of fellowship and is designed to introduce and welcome those ‘fringe’ stu-
dents to the Middle School Ministry of FBC.  Holder Family Fun Center is an indoor 
PARK and has lots to do: bumper cars, go-carts, laser tag, bowling, glow golf, 
arcade, food, and more!

*Please continue to pray for the Student Ministries of FBC!  We value your prayers 
and support!

Jon Kyle

MidWeek at First adult Bible studies will resume at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, March 15 through April 26 
(no meeting on Wednesday, April 5 due to spring break week).

We will meet together in one group to study Kyle Idleman’s book Not a Fan.

Not a Fan will challenge you to consider what it really means to call yourself a Christian. Kyle invites 
you to take an honest look at your relationship with Jesus. His call to follow may seem radical to us, but 
Jesus desires it for every believer.



                                                                                   
                                               

Thanks to all who made the February events a success!  Our Sweethearts’ Night Out had a 
great turn out--16 kids!  The Kids First Family Serve-a-Thon also went really well because of 
you all!  We had 20-25 people come and serve with us at the Animal Shelter, making knot 
blankets, making cards for courageous people, and assembling the food backpacks for Need-
line!  You all are amazing!  Thank you for jumping in with us!

                                              Upcoming Events:

Kids First Family Drive-in Movie--Sunday, March 5th, 5:30-7:30--We will be hosting a “drive-in movie” in the 
Welcome Center at FBC!  Everyone is invited to attend!  We will have cardboard boxes for the kids to color 
and decorate as their “cars” before the movie begins, and parents, you can feel free to bring lawn chairs or 
use some of the seating we will have available.  We will announce the movie on the FBC Facebook page soon!  
If you are planning to come or have any questions, please email or text Melissa (mcollier@fbcmurray.org, 
270-705-2343).  Also, even if you are not planning to attend, please like and share the event on Facebook to 
help us spread the word!

March Madness--Sunday, March 26 during Sunday School--We will be hosting our annual March Madness 
Great Bible Challenge during the Sunday School hour on March 26th!  All elementary classes (1st-5th grades) 
have received their study packets, so parents, be helping them study those questions and verses.  That Sun-
day, all of the classes will come together to compete in the Jeopardy-style competition with the goal of win-
ning the grand prize--bragging rights and a trophy that they can keep in their classroom until next year!  If you 
have not received your packet, please let Mr. Kelsey or Mr. Charlie (1st grade teachers) know or ask Melissa.

Parent Training--April 30th, 5:30-6:30--We will host a parent training session for all Kids First Parents!  The 
topic will be released on Facebook in April, but we wanted to get it on your calendar now.  Come join us for 
helpful information and some fun and fellowship.

Baby Dedication--We are in the process of planning a baby dedication for the end of the Mother’s Day ser-
vice.  If you have a child 2 years of age or younger and are interested in participating in this event, please 
email Melissa (mcollier@fbcmurray.org).  More information will be available as the date approaches, but we 
are wanting to get an idea of how many would be interested so we can plan accordingly.  

Melissa

FBC Blood Drive – Please mark your calendars for our next Blood Drive, which will be held on Wednesday, 
March 22, 5:00-8:00 p.m., in room Y306 (third floor, Student Education Building). The procedure usually takes 
30-45 minutes. You must be at least 18 years of age and weigh at least 110 lbs. Please contact Debbie in the 
church office if you wish to schedule a time to give or would like more information.



Hello friends!

God has blessed us all with some sort of talent. If you feel He has given you the ability to 
sing, we would encourage you to use your ability in His ministry to help us reach others.  
Even if your talent is limited, consider helping us on Sunday mornings!

Summer is just around the corner, and we are looking for a few new choir members...
perhaps to just join us for the Summer season.  Vacations come up and some weeks we 
find ourselves a bit short in the choir loft on Sunday mornings. It would be great to have a few new folks who 
would help us with the week to week ministry here!   We would love to have you join us on Wednesdays at 
7:30 pm.  We try to get out by 8:15 pm, and would look forward to welcome you on Wednesday evenings.

Thank you again for allowing me to be a part of the ministry at FBC!  It is such a pleasure to work with such 
talented and dedicated folks here. I hope you will join us!

Blessings,
Mike

The month of March is just days away.  It doesn’t seem possible for I feel like we have skipped 
winter (I know some of you are smiling about that).  At any rate, spring is around the corner and 
within another month we will see God’s handiwork again.  

Don’t forget to join us for a potluck supper on Monday, February 27 at 6:00 pm in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  Bring a vegetable, salad or dessert; meat, bread and drinks will be provided.  David 
Hudspeth, Director of Main Street Youth Center, will be the guest speaker.   
 

I want to remind you of another outing we have scheduled for Monday, March 27th.  We will be departing from 
the church parking lot at 9:00 am for a trip to the Planetarium (Golden Pond) and then we’ll have lunch at the 
Barkley Lodge.  The planetarium will cost $5 and the cost of your lunch depends on what you order.  If you are 
interested in going please call the church office and let us know.  Have a blessed day!

Pastor Boyd

FBC Scholarship Applications Available - Members and friends of First Baptist Church have established scholar-
ships to help students further their education.  Scholarship applications for Fall 2017/Spring 2018 are available in 
the church office or on the church website:  fbcmurray.org under the tab of About Us.  Limited scholarship funds 
are available and are awarded each year to students with FBC affiliation with emphasis on Christian ministry.  If 
you have any questions or need further information, you may contact Lori Morgan at the church office (270-753-
1854) or by email: lmorgan@fbcmurray.org.  The deadline for applications is Wednesday, April 19, 2017.  



Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 
12.  Don’t forget to move your clocks for-
ward one hour on Saturday night.   
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203 South 4th Street, Murray, KY  42071 
270-753-1854 (church office) • 270-753-3967 (fax) 
Office Hours:  Monday - Friday, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm

KEITH INMAN • SENIOR PASTOR
kinman@fbcmurray.org

BOYD SMITH • PASTOR OF PRAYER AND CARE
bsmith@fbcmurray.org

JEREMY HUDGIN • ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF FAMILIES
jhudgin@fbcmurray.org

JON KYLE ALLRED • STUDENT PASTOR
jallred@fbcmurray.org 

MIKE ROSE • TRADITIONAL WORSHIP LEADER 
mrose@fbcmurray.org 

MELISSA COLLIER • PRESCHOOL & CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR
mcollier@fbcmurray.org

Visit us at www.fbcmurray.org 

Van Driver for March - David McDowell 270-227-3109

as of Sunday, February 19, 2017
 
$  145,370.84                         YTD Budget Receipts
$  198,240.00                            YTD Budget Needs 
$     3,856.96                         YTD WMO Receipts
$   139,000.00                                              WMO Goal
$1,045,391.29         Family Life Center Receipts to Date
$2,671,991.61                             Pledges to Date         
$3,460,000.00                         Family Life Center Goal
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                                                       The       Sunday
                    8:30        11:00         Net       School
  
Jan. 29        185          356            61          390
Feb. 5          206          340            64          403 
Feb. 12        224          327            45          387    
Feb. 19        198          283            55          349 
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Elizabeth Hunter joined FBC on 
Sunday, February 12 by profession 
of faith and for baptistm.  She will 
be baptized Sunday, February 26.

Savana Jones joined FBC on Sun-
day, February 12 by profession of 
faith and for baptism.  She will be 
baptized Sunday, February 26.  

There is a collection box located in the Wel-
come Center for you to drop off nonperish-
able food items to be donated to Needline.  
For the month of March, the featured food 
item collected is macaroni and cheese. Differ-
ent food items will be collected each month.  

 
The resource kit, The Power of God’s Names 
by Tony Evans has been given in memory of 
Vella Steward, mother of Elizabeth Raikes, by 
the Tender Hearts Sunday School Class.

The Bible Study (6 Book Set), titled Jesus 
Calling by Sarah Young has been given in 
memory of Jack Banks, father of Becky 
Vinson, by the Tender Hearts Sunday School 
Class.

The fiction book, Lethal Beauty, by Lis Wiehl 
has been given in memory of Rena Hopkins, 
mother of Patsy James, by the Priscilla Sun-
day School Class.

Our 8:30 am worship service is aired at 11:00 
am on WAAJ-FM 89.7 and a taped broadcast 
is available on Thursday evenings at 8 p.m. on 
Murray Electric System’s channel 15.

Thank you notes have been received from Jim, Paige, 
Sarah Grace, Emma and Lily Smith, and from Jona-
than Clark, MSU BCM Director for our faithful part-
nership and support of the BCM.   
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We joined FBC Murray in January 2012 when Josh’s job brought us to Murray.  Over the past five years 
our family has grown and so has what this church has meant to us.  We are very excited to see the church 
growing in new ways that will provide opportunities to reach out to people of all ages.  The new Family 
for Life Center will be a great area for our three children to learn about Christ and make new friendships.  
The gym area and new youth space will be wonderful as they approach those age groups.  We will en-
joy having Wednesday night suppers in a large setting with convenient kitchen space.  Often people are 
asked, “What is your favorite part of the new building?”  As a family, we have varied answers.

Josh & Liz: It will bring all areas and ages of the church together. 
Jacob: It has a gym!
Abby: We’re getting a new building?
Sarah: Waa.  Waa!  WAA!!!!

Our family has seen this church support a lot of people during our short time here.  This building is a 
great step toward making sure that we continue to support and reach out to people for years to come.

The Ridley Family - Josh, Liz, Jacob, Abby, & Sarah 

Church Notes - First Baptist Church of Murray will issue three year notes payable at an interest rate of 
1.65% and five year notes payable at 1.90% on March 1 to help finance construction of the new Family 
Life Center.  Notes Payable are where the church would borrow funds from you as an individual at a rate 
higher than what you would get for a CD but less than the church would have to pay on a loan.  Inter-
est will be paid to you quarterly, and the principal will be repaid to you at either the end of 3 or 5 years.  
Please contact the church office immediately if you are interested in investing in these notes.  We will 
need the dollar amount of your investment, the name or names on the note, and the time period of the 
note (3 or 5 years).  

Building an authentic, biblical community who 
 engages our city and our world  

with the love of Jesus.  




