December 16 | 11:00 am

NOTES FROM THE PASTOR
K E I T H

I N M A N

There are many opportunities for celebration and community as the Christmas Season
approaches. During the weeks ahead, it is my prayer that the essence of Christmas will, by
the Spirit of Christ, permeate the fellowship of First Baptist Church. Likewise, may we bring
and celebrate the Hope we have found through the grace of God to our world.
Christmas can be a tough time. To many, it is a reminder that things are not as they should
be. Disappointments, discouragement, struggling in relationships and a sense of belonging
may leave us wanting. The Gospel of Christ extends to us a place to belong. We are invited
to come to Jesus and embrace His unconditional love and to embrace His miraculous purpose.
We are receivers and givers of love, God’s love. To experience this, God calls us “out of
ourselves,” to look around and see a world full of people that need encouragement. One of
the ways we accomplish this is by getting involved in the activities that present us opportunities of service--opportunities to create an atmosphere that allows the Gospel to touch
hearts in a meaningful way. It only takes a deliberate word of hope or act of kindness to
change an ordinary event into an extraordinary experience. A personal touch can invite
people into the circle of grace, regardless of the place or activity.
This Christmas Season may we extend an invitation to our neighbors, co-workers, family
and friends to experience the community of Christ. We have special Christmas services,
and Wednesday night outreach events that you will not want to miss. We also have the
privilege to touch the world through our giving to our budget, our Family Life Center, and
our World Mission Offering. All of these help us carry out the Great Commission and Great
Commandment to the Glory of God. Merry Christmas.

-Keith

NOTES FROM MUSIC MINISTRY
M I K E

R O S E

Dear Friends at First Baptist:
We have been very busy for quite some time working on “Come, Messiah
King,” our Christmas offering to you this year. This presentation will be
made with a combined choir from Memorial Baptist Church. It has been a
delight to have worked with Jackson and the group from Memorial.
We will present this musical in our sanctuary on December 16 at 11:00 am and in the Memorial Baptist
sanctuary later that evening at 6:00 pm. The presentations will be a bit different, as our own soloists and
narrators will be utilized in our building, and the folks from Memorial will sing the solos and do the narrations
at the presentation in their building. I will direct at First Baptist and Jackson will direct the presentation at
Memorial. It will be a really nice presentation and it would be worth your while to attend both presentations!
We hope to see you on December 16 at 11:00 am and 6:00 pm!
We are working on several really nice musical events for our choir and church during 2019. I will be announcing these as they get closer! It is such a pleasure to serve you here at First Baptist. If you aren’t
plugged into our music ministry, I would be delighted to discuss places where you can serve with us!
God’s blessings to you and yours this HOLYday season!

-Mike

Hello M.A.G.I.C. Friends!
Can you believe this year is quickly coming to an end? I will confess that 2018 had its share of struggles for
my family and me, BUT AIN’T GOD GOOD! I consider myself blessed to still be here at First Baptist Church
of Murray, Kentucky after 24 years. I never dreamed that when I came here it would be for the remainder
of my days on a church staff. At least I think that’s the way it is going to play out! At any rate, I can’t think of
a better time to say “thank you” for believing in me and giving me this opportunity to serve. I want to echo
what Paul said in Philippians 1:3, “I give thanks to my God for every remembrance of you.”
November 26 is our luncheon catered by J-Mack (BBQ) at noon in room AE303. And don’t forget about our
December 16 outing to Playhouse in the Park to see “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.”

-Boyd

My name is Cody Dalton and I am the middle school ministry associate here at FBC. I
am so thankful for the opportunity to serve
in this capacity. I have had the chance to
lead the Fusion middle school ministry and
have seen God work in big ways. Splitting
the high school and middle school ministry
has been a big change, but a much-needed
one. In all reality, middle school students are at a different place
in life than high school students. This split has allowed us to
focus our attention on the needs of each specific age group. Over
the course of the semester, we have seen much excitement with
students because they feel that they have more ownership of the
ministry. Thank you for being supportive of this new format.
We have had many kids come to Wednesday night services that
are completely new to the church. With this, we take seriously
the need for the Gospel to be understood by each student. That
has been the focus of this first semester of the new ministries.
We want each student to understand that church is not about
doing a religious thing to check off the list or just a social event,
but it is about having an authentic, life-changing relationship with
our Creator. I pray that what gets students excited about coming
to church is the chance to deepen their relationship with Jesus.
Please join us in praying that God will continue to work in the new
ministries and draw students to Himself. Thanks again for your
prayers and support. We are excited to see what God will do this
last month of 2018!

-Cody

We are so thrilled to have Cody working with these fine middle
school students! He has already been a blessing to FBC and to
the middle school students and parents. Continue to pray for him
and for the youth ministry as a whole as we approach a new year
living and training for Christ!

-Jon Kyle

The December schedule for youth will follow the regular church
programming calendar. We want to encourage FAMILIES to be
together during this holiday season!

It is time to think about camp! We are going to Crossings July 18-21. This is open to kids who have completed 2nd
grade through 5th grade. Our theme is Topsy Turvy and we are
learning about Josiah and how no matter your age, size, or
status, God’s Word must be what guides everything in life,
even if the world thinks that’s a little topsy turvy! The cost
per child is $310. We also need chaperones, so if you would like
to experience this incredible week with your child, talk to Rachel.
The deadline to sign up and turn in your $50 deposit is January
31 at noon. Please let Rachel know if you would like to register by
emailing her at rriquelme@fbcmurray.org and texting @dbe67dk
to 81010.

Jingle Jam is coming! It is an outreach to our

community. Plan to attend and bring your friends
to our Christmas party for the whole family on
Wednesday, December 5 at 6:00 pm in the FLC.
The interactive show involves games, prizes, music,
and more!

We have reached our Kids WMO offering goal of $500! Goats will
come and visit Kids1st Sunday School classes on December 2! Don’t miss it!

Midweek 2019:

There will be 3 Midweek spring rotations for 2019 (1/16-2/13, 2/20-3/27, & 4/10-5/15). If
you served in the first Midweek rotation for fall Midweek A, you will serve again January
16 through February 13. If you served in the second rotation for fall Midweek B, you will
serve again February 20 through March 27. That means we have one more rotation to
fill! Please let Ms. Rachel know if you would be willing to serve!

Bible Reading Plans:

November: Read the book of Joshua; December: Prophecies of Jesus & accounts of His
birth in Matthew & Luke; January: Judges & Ruth. Pick up your reading plans on the 2nd
floor in the Kids1st area, read and color in the boxes, and turn the paper back in to Ms.
Rachel for a prize!

-Rachel

We will be decorating the Family Life
Center for Dickens' Downtown. Drop
in to help decorate our new building
starting at 5:00 pm on Wednesday,
November 28.
First Baptist will be having chili, hot
dogs, cookie decorating, and a photo
booth during Dickens' Downtown!
This is an important outreach to the
community. Plan to join us on
November 30 beginning at 5:00 pm.
Jingle Jam is a Christmas party for the
whole family! We will sing, play games,
make ornaments, and engage in an
interactive show. Invite your friends,
neighbors, and co-workers to this event!
Join us for cookies, cocoa, and caroling
to local nursing homes as we "sing in"
the Christmas season together on
December 12 at 5:30 pm.

DECEMBER 16 | 11:00 am

The choir's performance of "Come,
Messiah King" will be a part of the
combined 11:00 am worship service
on Sunday, December 16. There will
be no Kids1st Worship that morning.
Winter Wonderland is a church-wide
potluck event with the reading of the
Christmas story and some other
surprises along the way! It will be
Wednesday, December 19, at 6:00 pm.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: December 2
EVALUATION DATES: December 3-4, December 10-11

First Baptist Church, Murray 2019
Operating Budget

INCOME
Budget Receipts (weekly need-$25,528)
Mother's Day Out
Total Income

2018
Budget
$1,350,509
$128,004
$1,478,513

2019
Budget
$1,327,442
$129,463
$1,456,905

EXPENSES
Cooperative Program
Pastoral Ministry
Music/Worship Ministry
Student Ministry
International Ministry
College Ministry
Kids First Ministry
Mother's Day Out
Family Ministry
Family Life Center
Prayer & Care Ministry
Communications & Outreach
Women @ First
Church Programs
Staff Salaries, Benefits, Expenses
Office Support
Facilities, Utilities, & Insurance
Total Expense

$91,437
$4,700
$8,674
$16,429
$6,650
$10,680
$21,390
$128,357
$5,250
$7,500
$2,325
$0
$2,850
$37,400
$742,647
$49,175
$343,049
$1,478,513

$80,702
$4,000
$11,984
$21,360
$7,525
$9,720
$24,970
$129,079
$4,300
$5,550
$2,055
$9,225
$2,900
$28,327
$744,126
$48,229
$322,853
$1,456,905

$140,000

$140,000

World Mission Offering Goal

Detailed copies of the 2019 budget will be
available in the church office, in the Welcome
Center, and at the December 2 Business
Meeting. The budget will be voted on at the
December 9 morning service.

Gideons International - The Gideons International consists of business and professional
men that have one purpose: to see men, women, boys, and girls come to the saving knowledge of
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. We work alongside our wives (the Gideon Auxiliary) to distribute
Bibles in the pathways of life. We distribute God’s Word locally to the Murray Calloway County First
Responders, National Guard, all hotels/motels, MCCH, Nursing Homes, Physician/Dentist offices,
Murray Calloway County Reality Store, and to the children represented at the First Loves Murray
Back to School event – to mention a few. We give almost 4,000 copies of God’s Word to college
students and professors each fall on the MSU Campus. Last year the Gideons International reached
a landmark by distributing their two billionth
copy of God’s Word! We distribute God’s
Word in 200 countries around the world in
100 languages. Last year Gideons International distributed 94 million copies of
God’s Word. Every dollar donated goes to
the purchase and distribution of Bibles and
Testaments.

Zimbabwe Mission Trip - The Zimbabwe mission team will go on another trip De-

cember 26 through January 9. They will continue an ongoing effort to support discipleship among
young adults in Zimbabwe. The economy in Zimbabwe has almost totally collapsed, with a formal
unemployment rate of over 90%. Consequently, Zimbabwean churches and the Baptist Convention
of Zimbabwe (CBZ) are unable to support ministries like our Baptist Campus Ministry and other ministries that target young adults. This population has no specific ministry to support them as they wrestle
with the transition from youth to adulthood. Our Zimbabwe mission teams partner with Zimbabwe
churches to host discipleship retreats at which young adults are given encouragement, biblical teaching, Shona-language Bibles, and discipleship training that they can model in their own communities.
During these retreats, the teams from First Baptist also involve those young adults in local outreach
including VBS, door-to-door witnessing, and visitation of the sick.

Life House is a non-profit Family Resource Center.

Our
mission is to save the life of a child, share the gospel with its
parents and do it again tomorrow. We are about offering hope
to men and women in our community. We want them to feel the
love of Jesus Christ as soon as they walk through our doors.
There is no judgment here. We don’t care where they come
from or what they have done. Our job is to love them and equip
them with the tools they need to parent their children the best
way possible. We offer many services at Life House such as abstinence education, parenting classes, post-abortion counseling, life skills classes, peer counseling, pregnancy testing and material
assistance. For more information about Life House you can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and
www.lhouse.org.

Please be praying for the members of the Zimbabwe and Brazil
teams over the next month as they will be traveling and taking the
Gospel to people across the globe!

8 REASONS TO PRAY FOR FIRST RESPONDERS
B Y :

C H U C K

L A W L E S S

I confess that I write this post today after hearing about the death of a first-responder police sergeant who
gave his life trying to save others in Thousand Oaks, California. As a former volunteer firefighter, I’m especially sensitive to this kind of tragedy. So, may I make a suggestion to you?
Every time you hear a siren, take time to pray. Here’s why:
1. First responders are often traveling at fast speeds through traffic. Even the drive or ride to the
scene can be risky. The siren sound says, “Move out of the way”—but not everyone hears it or responds
to it.
2. The first responders may be walking into danger. Running into it, actually, in order to rescue others.
3. They all represent a family. Some are smaller or larger than others, but all may someday get the tragic
call about the death of a loved one.
4. They may be your church members. Or even your family. You may know the very people on their way to
deal with something difficult.
5. They may face incredible pain. We’ve heard far too many stories lately from responders whose job required them to walk into tragic scenes. The images are surely difficult to process.
6. They may not be believers. Their lives are on the line, but they’re not ready for eternity. I don’t know
how they deal with such tragedies without knowing God.
7. They need wisdom. How do they best approach a criminal suspect? Or a club filled with college students? Or a fire that already seems out of control? Or a possible bomb on the street?
8. They’re protecting you and your family, too. Despite all the controversies regarding police officers over
the last few years, most first responders genuinely want to help. They would put themselves in risky situations for you, too.
So, I say it again: when you hear a siren, pray for
the first responders.
You might even invite your small group or church to
join you in praying, and then let the first responders
know that believers are praying for them. You never
know what God might do in those relationships.

Here at First Baptist, we want to celebrate, thank,

and pray for our first responders. Our First Responders Appreciation Dinner is one way we want to
do that. Please spread the word to all first responders you know about this event on November 26. It is
a come-and-go event in the Family Life Center from
5:00-8:30 pm.

November 28 - Christmas Decorating in the FLC, 5:00 pm
November 30 - Dickens' Downtown, 5:00 pm
December 2 - LifeGroup Christmas Party, 5:00 pm
COMING
December 2 - Christmas Night at the Net, 8:00 pm
SOON
December 5 - Jingle Jam, 6:00 pm
December 9 - Combined Worship Service, 11:00 am
Coming soon to your FBC Library: AR reading section! We are excited to be
adding
a section 12
to our
library that
has all
theCaroling,
AR books moved
to one place.
December
- Cookies,
Cocoa,
and
5:30 pm
Your AR reader can now go directly to this section and find a book that will
help
them achieve
AR goals.
More information
will Performance
be coming soon!in
December
16their
- "Come,
Messiah
King" Musical
Combined Service, 11:00 am (No Kids1st)
December 19 - Winter Wonderland, 6:00 pm
December 23 - Combined Worship Service, 11:00 am
(No Sunday School)
December 23 - Christmas Service, 4:00 pm*
December 24 - Christmas Service, 4:00 pm*
December 24-28 - Church Office Closed
December 31 - Church Office Open until 12:00 pm
December 31 - Student Ministry NYE Lock-In, 9:00 pm-7:00 am
Our two Christmas services are
structured as any typical
"Christmas Eve" service. There
will be singing, sharing of
Scripture, and fellowship with
the church family. Two service
times are offered for your
convenience. Come join us!

*Childcare is not provided at these services.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW MEMBERS:
Travis and Laura Brown joined by letter at the 11:00 am service
on Sunday, November 4.
Ryley Kimmel joined by profession of faith and baptism at the
11:00 am service on Sunday, October 28.

BLOOD DONORS NEEDED:
First Baptist Church is a Donor Club Member of the MCCH Blood Donor Center. Because of our
participation in this program, any family in our congregation is eligible to receive blood replacement credits
at any hospital that’s part of the over 4,000 American Association of Blood Bank hospitals across the U.S.
Our quota for this year (which is based on church membership) is 90 units. To date, we have given 79
units. Please help us reach our goal by calling the Blood Donor Center (270-762-1119) and scheduling an
appointment to give blood. Anyone who gave at our last Blood Drive may give again after December 12.
Be sure to tell them you are giving on behalf of FBC. Thanks for your help!

THANK YOU NOTES:
Thank you notes have been received from Marla Geib, LifeHouse, Susan Strong, and the Thompsons.

NEEDLINE:
There is a collection box located in the Welcome Center for you to drop off non-perishable food items to
be donated to Needline. For the month of December the featured item is canned beef stew. Different food/
household items will be collected each month.

RADIO/TV:
Our 8:30 am worship service is aired at 11:00 am on WAAJ-FM 89.7 and a taped broadcast is available on
Thursday evenings at 8:00 pm on Murray Electric System’s channel 15.

LOOKING FOR AN EXCITING NEW BOOK?
Look no further than your FBC Library! The 49th Mystic is the first book in the Beyond the Circle series by
Ted Dekker. Rife with intriguing speculation, Ted Dekker’s The 49th Mystic pushes against the boxes that
encompass much of modern Christianity. Rise of the Mystics is the second book in the Beyond the Circle
series by Ted Dekker. What began in The 49th Mystic rushes to a stunning conclusion in Rise of the
Mystics. These books are new to our shelves. Check them out!

CHURCH INFORMATION
CONTACT INFORMATION

203 South 4th Street, Murray, KY 42071
270-753-1854 (church office) • 270-753-3967 (fax)
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 am to 4:30 pm
FBC Library Phone: 270-753-1282
KEITH INMAN • SENIOR PASTOR
kinman@fbcmurray.org
BOYD SMITH • PASTOR OF PRAYER AND CARE
bsmith@fbcmurray.org
JEREMY HUDGIN • ASSOCIATE PASTOR
jhudgin@fbcmurray.org

FINANCES
$ 1,194,666.00
$ 1,139,118.52
$ 1,073,141.10
$
$

140,000.00
70,781.13

WMO 2018 Goal
WMO Receipts YTD

$ 2,177,509.17
$ 1,624,282.88

Family Life Center Receipts to Date
Family Life Center Borrowed to Date

JON KYLE ALLRED • STUDENT PASTOR
jallred@fbcmurray.org

ATTENDANCE

MIKE ROSE • TRADITIONAL WORSHIP LEADER
mrose@fbcmurray.org
RACHEL RIQUELME • CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
DIRECTOR
rriquelme@fbcmurray.org

Visit us at www.fbcmurray.org
Van Driver for December: David McDowell
270-227-3109

Budgeted YTD
Budget Expenditures YTD
Budget Receipts YTD

8:30
Service
Oct 28
Nov 4
Nov 11
Nov 18

214
209
181
177

11:00
Service

Sunday
School

The
Net

334
353
N/A
390

369
380
402
392

79
76
76
86

MEMORIALS
FINANCIAL

Contributions to the World Mission Offering have been received in memory of Larry Geib and E. J. Wood.
Contributions to the Family Life Center have been received in memory of Kathleen Morris and Larry Geib.
Contributions to the Bill Adams International Student Scholarship have been received in memory of
Bill Adams.
A contribution to the Guatemala Mission Trip fund has been received in honor of Sarah Cunningham.

LIBRARY

The reference book, The New American Commentary Vol. 4, Deuteronomy, has been given in memory of
Rhetta Siress, spouse of Bill Siress, by the Be One Adult Sunday School Class.

December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

FLC
Open Schedule
Mondays 6 to 9 am &
3:30 to 8 pm
Tuesdays: 3:30 to 5:30 pm
Wednesdays: 6 to 9 am
Thursdays: 3:30 to 8 pm
Fridays: 6 to 9 am

2 8:30 am Worship

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

5:00 pm Upward
Evaluations in FLC

11
8:30 am MDO
5:00 pm Upward
Evaluations in FLC

12 8:30 am MDO

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
Christmas Day

26

27

28

29

9:45 am Sunday
5:00 pm Upward
School
11:00 am Worship
Evaluations in FLC
12:15 pm MSU/
International Lunch
4:00 pm Christmas
Choir
5:00 pm Life Groups
Christmas Party
5:30 pm Business
Meeting
6:30 pm Deacons’ Mtg
9:45 am Sunday
School
11:00 am Combined
Worship Service
2:00 pm MAGIC meet
@ Playhouse in Park
4:00 pm Christmas
Choir

9:45 am Sunday
School
11:00 am Christmas
Musical
4:00 pm Missions
Ministry Team
6:00 pm Christmas
Musical @ Memorial
Baptist Church
11:00 am Combined
Worship Service
4:00 pm Christmas
Service

4:00 pm Christmas
Service

6:45 am Breakfast
Club @ McDonald’s
5:00 pm Upward
Evaluations in FLC
6:00 pm Betty
Sledd Group

10:00 am Sharon
Wells Group

8:30 am MDO
12:00 pm Prayer
Meeting
6:00 pm Jingle Jam

12:00 pm Prayer
Meeting
5:15 pm BFS Committee
5:30 pm Caroling,
Cocoa, Cookies
7:00pm Christmas
Choir

10:00 am Needline
Team
12:00 pm Prayer
Meeting
6:00 pm Winter
Wonderland

8:30 am MDO

11:00 am Harvest
Class Luncheon

Deacon Christmas
Basket Distribution

Calloway Co.
Schools Out

Zimbabwe Mission Trip thru January 9, 2019

Murray & Calloway Schools Out
Brazil Mission Trip
Church Office Closed

30

9:45 am Sunday
School
11:00 am Combined
Worship Service

31 Church Office

Closes at Noon
Student Lock-In at
FLC
Murray/Calloway
Schools out

Zimbabwe Mission Trip thru January 9, 2019
Brazil Mission Trip thru January 5, 2019

