April 2018

NOTES FROM THE PASTOR
K E I T H

I N M A N

Eugene Peterson opens his book, A Long Obedience in the Same Direction, with these words:
“An old tradition sorts the difficulties we face in the life of faith into the categories of world, flesh
and devil. We are, for the most part, well warned of the perils of the flesh and the wiles of the devil.
Their temptations have a definable shape and maintain an historical continuity. That doesn’t make
them easier to resist; it does make them easier to recognize.
“The world, though, is protean: each generation has the world to deal with in a new form. World is
an atmosphere, a mood. It is nearly as hard for a sinner to recognize the world’s temptations as it is
for a fish to discover impurities in the water. There is a sense, a feeling, that things aren’t right, that
the environment is not whole, but just what it is eludes analysis. We know that the spiritual atmo
sphere in which we live erodes faith, dissipates hope, and corrupts love, but it is hard to put our
finger on what is wrong.
“One aspect of ‘world’ that I have been able to identify as harmful to Christians is the assumption
that anything worthwhile can be acquired at once. We assume that if something can be done at all,
it can be done quickly and efficiently.”
Of course, nothing could be further from the truth in regard to our walk with Christ. Should we commit to
following Christ, we immediately step into a world of resistance. This resistance can be blatant or subtle.
In a culture that wants us to believe that following Christ is an “add on,” or optional convenience, or something that is accomplished easily, Christ’s words create a reality check: “If anyone wishes to follow me, he
must deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”
Following Christ is “a long obedience in the same direction.” It requires a heart and mind shaped and
transformed by Jesus. The response to follow is uniquely personal. The obedience requires an understanding that this cannot be done alone. We need each other.
Each day we are confronted with the question of “do we really believe in and trust Jesus?” If so, this has
profound ramifications on how we live our life. Whether it is raising our children, establishing priorities or
dealing with a culture inundated with blatant hedonism, our “long obedience in the same direction” will
determine the story line of our life. My prayer is that I might hear Jesus say, “well done.” My prayer for First
Baptist is the same.
										-Keith
FBC Scholarship Applications Available – Members and friends of First Baptist Church have
established scholarships to help students further their education. Scholarship applications for Fall
2018/Spring 2019 are available in the church office or on the church website: fbcmurray.org under
the tab of About Us. Limited scholarship funds are available and are awarded each year to students with FBC affiliation with emphasis on Christian ministry. If you have any questions or need
further information, you may contact Lori Morgan at the church office (270-753-1854) or by email:
lmorgan@fbcmurray.org. The deadline for applications is Wednesday, April 18, 2018.

Intensive

NOTES FROM MUSIC MINISTRY
M I K E

R O S E

Hello Friends! Our Composer Weekend with Mike Harland is just around the corner! We will be working with
Mike on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, June 1–3. Our choir will be working on some of his music before he
arrives and we will have focused rehearsals together before the presentation on Sunday. I am excited about
having one of the top composers of Christian choral literature with us and look forward to the presentation
on June 3.
If you would like to sing with us, we are hoping for a choir loft which is literally busting at the seams! We
would love you to join us that Friday in the rehearsal room downstairs. We will meet at 7:00 pm and should
be finished by 8:30 or 9:00 pm. Then, we will meet on Saturday morning and work until noon. We will probably have a short rehearsal that afternoon and have something ready for the Traditional worship service
Sunday at 8:30 am, as well as the program later that day. This promises to be a high point of our summer
and we are looking for a great choir and a full congregation that day as we present this great music in our
Sanctuary. Please plan to join us if you are able and would like to participate!
More will be said regarding this event and the organ event on June 17-18 with Rodney Barbour. Music is
indeed special at FBC and it is such a pleasure to be a part of it! Come and join us Sundays at 4:30 pm for
our regular Adult Choir rehearsals. You will be surprised how much fun we have with one another preparing
music that honors and praises God! We would love to have you! Thanks again for all of your nice words. It is
such an honor to serve such a super congregation at First Baptist. Please let me know of your thoughts and
concerns regarding Traditional Music! 					
Blessings,
Mike

Special

World Mission
Offering

NOTES FROM STUDENT MINISTRY
J O N

K Y L E

A L L R E D

Hey everyone! I am super pumped about Student Ministry at FBC! The first few months have already
come and gone and the Lord has done great things with our students. Here are a few things worth
mentioning:
1. Six teenagers have received Christ since January!
2. Many teenagers have been growing in their faith and are now seeking to serve Him within our local
church.
3. Our Middle School students had a great time at Vertical Jump Trampoline Park.
4. We went to DNOW at Crossings, Jonathan Creek (Disciple Now Weekend) on March 16-18; we took 61
and two young men received Christ! We had a great time.
5. We have been networking with area churches in hope of reaching students with the Gospel. It has
been awesome getting to know other student ministry leaders; plans for future collaboration are in the
works.
These are some highlights from the first quarter so far! Thank you so much for praying for our student
ministry and for sacrificing your time, money, and talents in order to serve Christ by serving them. To stay
current on all things student ministry, please visit www.fbcmurray.org/ministries/students.
Jon Kyle

NOTES FROM M.A.G.I.C. MINISTRY
B O Y D

S M I T H

It’s been a difficult year so far for the Smith household. I’ll spare you all the details, but I do want to thank
you for the many prayers and cards that came my way after my brother, Lester, passed away. I used to
think 71 was old, but not any longer. I’m sure some of you are thinking, “Wait until you’re in your 80s.” At
any rate, I hate that I missed the last M.A.G.I.C. luncheon which was the first in our newly-renovated room.
Thursday, April 19, is the date of the Senior Living Celebration in
Hopkinsville, KY. The deadline to pay your $10 is April 9th, otherwise it
will cost $25 at the door. If you pay by check, make it payable to First
Baptist Church. We will depart at 7:45 am and return to Murray at approximately 4:00 pm. It will be a great day of worship and fellowship.
Coming May 21st - Lunch at Barkley Lodge!
Boyd

NOTES FROM KIDS1ST MINISTRY
M E L I S S A

C O L L I E R

March is gone and we are in full swing of Spring! I don’t know about you, but I am thankful for sunshine and
flowers this time of year. I’m so grateful that, while I love snow and winter, God doesn’t leave us in winter
forever, but, instead, He is faithful to bring spring and sunshine and new life again each year! And, boy, do
we have a fun spring ahead in Kids First Ministries!

April Events:

Sunday, April 1st - Easter Sunday - All children present will receive a special gift from Kids First
Ministries, so be sure to check out the table in the Welcome Center that morning to pick it up if they do not
attend Sunday School.

Tuesday, April 10th - Calling all 3rd, 4th, and 5th Graders! We need your help! We
need waiters, waitresses, and other servers to help out with the Senior Adult Spring Banquet from 5:307:30 pm that night. If you or someone you know would be interested in helping us serve our Senior Adults,
please contact Mrs. Melissa and let her know. We will need 20+ volunteers (kids & a few parents, too)!
This will be the Highway 45 Service Project for April.

If you are a mom (of any age!), we would like to invite you to join us for this month’s Within Mom’s
Ministry meetings. We will meet on Friday, April 13th & Friday, April 27th, 9:30-11:30 am, in room 303.
Free childcare, food, and good coffee is provided!

Future Events:

Wednesday, May 9th - TeamKID & Highway 45 Awards - We will have a short awards ceremony to celebrate the finish of another year of TeamKID and Highway 45 on Wednesday, May 9th, starting at 7:15 p.m.
in the Sanctuary. More on those plans will be forthcoming.
Sunday, May 13th - Rooted Baby & Parent Dedication - If you have a child
between 0-12 months and are interested in participating in the Baby Dedication service this
year, please email Mrs. Melissa by April 29th. This year, we would also like to invite those
who may have adopted children within the last year, even if they are older than 12 months.
Wednesday, May 16th - TeamKID & Highway 45 Movie & Game Night - Our end of the year
celebration for midweek programming will be held on May 16th during the normal midweek
time. We will have a movie going & popcorn/snacks available, as well as a couple of other rooms set up
with games/crafts. Everyone will report to the 2nd floor Large Group room that evening.

VBS

SAVE THE DATE - June 10-14, 5:00-8:00 pm at
FBC Murray’s FLC! Get ready for GAME ON!
Melissa

10 REASONS PORNOGRAPHY HAS POWER,
EVEN IN THE CHURCH
B Y :

C H U C K

L A W L E S S

I suspect most if not all of the readers of this post know somebody who has struggled with pornography. In
fact, I’m re-posting this post because I’ve seen pornography once again cost somebody more than it’s worth.
From the teenager struggling with new desires to the senior pastor recently caught in sin, even believers
wrestle with this sin. Perhaps if we understand why pornography has so much power, we would know better
how to fight against it.
1. The church is often reticent to talk about sexuality. Despite the fact that the Bible addresses the issue,
we tend to neglect it. Consequently, believers hear the wrong voices about sexuality, miss the beauty of
God-centered sexuality, and settle for much less than what God intends.
2. In general, churches fail to make disciples. Solid Christian discipleship teaches believers how to adore
God, wear His armor, and reject the Enemy’s temptations. In too many churches, sexuality “discipleship” is
limited to condemnation without godly teaching. The result is believers who are ill-equipped to fight temptation and too afraid to confess their sin.
3. The Enemy directs us to the temporary and away from the eternal. As with Adam and Eve, the Enemy makes the fruit on the tree look so good that we ignore the long-term consequence of eternal death. The
pleasure that pornography brings – temporary and fleeting though it is – trumps our desire to be faithful to
the everlasting God.
4. The lure of pornography builds on natural desires. God has created us to be sexual beings, and He
gave us clear parameters for sexual expression. Those desires rightly expressed are a beauty of marriage;
those same desires under the influence of the Enemy, however, can be distorted and damaging. In either
case, the desires seldom go away.
5. Our exposure to pornography is often early. To be honest, I cannot remember the first time I saw
pornography. I know I was apparently so young that I can’t recall not seeing it. Early exposure leaves images
in your head that never fully go away.
6. The sin can now be even more private. In my days, pornography use required going to the convenience
store, quietly asking for the magazine behind the counter, and hiding it quickly in a paper bag. Computer
access now erases much of that need for “sneaking” around.
7. “Soft” porn has become acceptable. When we allow ourselves to watch stuff that we know crosses
God’s line – even though it may not qualify as XXX-rated material – we only open the door for the Enemy to
press his way into our lives. He does not miss those opportunities.
8. Pornography use has become expected. More than one study has shown that pornography use is
pervasive, even among church leaders. I have even seen church accountability groups where everyone
failed the previous week – and failure becomes almost the accepted norm.

10 Reasons Pornography Has Power, continued.
9. Pornography can only create desire, not quench it. Ungodly approaches to meet real needs simply
cannot meet those needs. Indeed, pornography only makes you crave more of that which can never fully
satisfy. That unmet longing leads only to idolatry and addiction.
10. Pornography allows pleasure without the hard work of relationships and commitment.
Relationships take effort. Our individualistic, hedonistic culture wants the fun without the tough work, and
pornography makes that possible – or at least we convince ourselves it does.
If you are struggling with pornography, I encourage you to talk to someone. Pray especially that your
Christian family, friends, and children will not fall under the power of this sin.

BENEVOLENT FUND UPDATE
Thank you for your contributions each month to the Benevolent Fund.
Because of your generosity, in 2017 these funds were used to assist 143 people in our
community for a total amount of just over $10,000.
So far this year, 40 people have come to FBC to seek assistance with an average of
$95 per person being given. The Benevolent Funds are used to help people with their
rent, utilities, or gasoline for their vehicles. Our Benevolent Funds are running low and
we ask that you consider making a monthly contribution. These donations are
collected monthly on the same Sunday that we observe the Lord’s Supper, typically
the 4th Sunday of each month. You can donate at any time during the month by
indicating “Benevolent Fund” on the memo line of your check.

A new Sunday School class called “The Gap” will begin next Sunday, April 1st. The class
is intended to bridge the gap between our college ministry and those who do not yet
fall in the “young families” category. So if you are in your 20s or early 30s (married or
single) and looking for a place to connect with others your age, please join us on the
third floor of the education building. The class will meet in the last room on the right
at the end of the hallway.

The Armor of God by Priscilla Shirer - All day, every day, an invisible war rages around you — unseen, unheard,
yet felt throughout every aspect of your life. A devoted, devilish enemy seeks to wreak havoc on everything that matters to you: your heart, your mind, your marriage, your children, your relationships, your resilience, your dreams, your
destiny. But his battle plan depends on catching you unaware and unarmed. If you’re tired of being pushed around and
caught with your guard down, this study is for you. The enemy always fails miserably when he meets a woman dressed
for the occasion. The Armor of God, more than merely a biblical description of the believer’s inventory, is an action plan
for putting it on and developing a personalized strategy to secure victory.
The Quest by Beth Moore - Curiosity is hardwired in humanity. We have this innate need to question and seek after
what we don’t know or understand. In this 6-session Bible study, delve into Scripture to explore how God created us to
seek after Him—a God who desires to be found and known. In this lifelong quest of faith, learn to develop your intimacy with Him and embrace the adventure that comes with living a life for God. (Note: Not a typical Beth Moore study in
that it involves a lot of self-reflection and introspection.)

Christ-Centered Parenting by Russell Moore - Do you ever feel ill equipped to talk about the cultural issues of

our day? Designed to help you lead your children and teens in a confident and responsible way, this 6-session resource
will equip you to address pressing cultural topics which children of all ages, from preschoolers through young adults,
face, including: gender issues, suicide, depression and anxiety, pornography, addiction and coping mechanisms,
same-sex marriage, singleness, dating, marriage, and divorce. Give your kids a biblical worldview that will produce the
next generation of culture shapers—not simply the next generation shaped by their culture.

Family 101: Back to the Basics by Gary and Barb Rosberg - This study was borne out of the great need to

strengthen and support the family unit. Join Dr. Gary & Barb Rosberg, the Skit Guys and Dr. Gene Getz as they help
us unravel the mystery of the “One Another” principles in the most challenging of places: the home. Nine sessions,
each about 20-25 minutes, take us step-by-step through the key New Testament passages on how to live out the “one
another” verses in family life. We will discover how these principles are God’s blueprint, the ground floor, for day-to-day
living. Learn what it really means to love, serve, encourage and honor those closest to you. Our culture puts tremendous pressure on the family. The pull of media, music, movies and TV often cause doubt and confusion on how to live
out God’s commands to love and serve one another. Divorce, immorality, neglect, abuse, compromise, and apathy
threaten to dissolve the very fabric of family.

Disciplines of a Godly Man by R. Kent Hughes - Our churches and homes need men willing to follow the path

of godliness no matter what the cost. Disciplines of a Godly Man has been speaking to the hearts of men since 1991,
and its words are still relevant. Using engaging illustrations, scriptural wisdom, and practical suggestions for daily life,
Hughes offers frank biblical discussion on major areas of Christian manhood, including family, godliness, leadership,
and ministry.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW MEMBERS:
Haven (Bohui
Jenny (Trang
Liu) joined FBC
Nguyen) joined
by profession
FBC by profesof faith and
sion of faith and
baptism. She
baptism. She
was baptized
was baptized
on Sunday,
on Sunday,
February 25,
February 25,
in the 11:00
in the 11:00
service.
service.
John and Lori Denham joined FBC by letter on Sunday, February 18.

Lydia (Liang
Chen) joined
FBC by profession of faith and
baptism. She
was baptized
on Sunday,
February 25,
in the 11:00
service.

THANK YOU NOTES:

Thank you notes have been received from Soup for the Soul and
Diane Jonas.
NEEDLINE:
There is a collection box located in the Welcome Center for you to
drop off non-perishable food items to be donated to Needline. For the
month of April, the featured item is dried beans. Different food/household items will be collected each month.
RADIO/TV:
Our 8:30 am worship service is aired at 11:00 am on WAAJ-FM 89.7
and a taped broadcast is available on Thursday evenings at 8:00 pm
on Murray Electric System’s channel 15.
FELLOWSHIP DINNER:
Wednesday night Fellowship Suppers are at 5:30 pm in the Family Life
Center. Adult meals are $4 and children under 12 are $3. To help with
set up and food preparation, reservations are required. Please call the
church office by noon on Mondays to make or cancel your reservation.

CHURCH INFORMATION
CONTACT INFORMATION

FINANCES

203 South 4th Street, Murray, KY 42071
270-753-1854 (church office) • 270-753-3967 (fax)
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 am to 4:30 pm
FBC Library Phone: 270-753-1282

$ 285,681.00
$ 244,495.38
$ 266,396.51

Budgeted YTD
Budget Expenditures YTD
Budget Receipts YTD

KEITH INMAN • SENIOR PASTOR
kinman@fbcmurray.org

$ 140,000.00
$
9,578.85

WMO 2018 Goal
WMO Receipts YTD

$3,460,000.00
$1,867,536.54
$1,864,248.98

Family Life Center Goal
Family Life Center Receipts to Date
Family Life Center Borrowed to Date

BOYD SMITH • PASTOR OF PRAYER AND CARE
bsmith@fbcmurray.org
JEREMY HUDGIN • ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF
FAMILIES
jhudgin@fbcmurray.org
JON KYLE ALLRED • STUDENT PASTOR
jallred@fbcmurray.org

ATTENDANCE

MIKE ROSE • TRADITIONAL WORSHIP LEADER
mrose@fbcmurray.org
MELISSA COLLIER • PRESCHOOL & CHILDREN’S
DIRECTOR
mcollier@fbcmurray.org

Visit us at www.fbcmurray.org
Van Driver for April: John Rudolph (270) 752-0179

Feb. 25
Mar. 4
Mar. 11
Mar. 18

8:30
Service

11:00
Service

Sunday
School

The
Net

173
225
225
191

328
314
337
313

411
347
341
387

81
76
49
N/A

MEMORIALS
FINANCIAL

Contributions to the Family Life Center have been received in memory of Marvin Harris and Dianne Grizzard.
Contributions to the World Mission Offering have been received in memory of Marvin Harris and Lester Smith,
Boyd Smith’s brother.

LIBRARY
The books, The Road to Character, by David Brooks, and Finding God in the Story of Amazing Grace, by Kurt
Bruner and Jim Ware, have been given in memory of Mary Ann Foley, mother of Diane Jonas.
The book, Even If You Don’t, A Love Story by Bryan C. Taylor, has been given in memory of Kailen Combs
Taylor by her friend Julie Thiede.

April 2018
Sun
1
Easter

Mon
2

7:00 pm Men’s
Pickup Basketball

Tue
3

3:30 pm Youth Basketball - FLC Gym

Wed
4

9:00 am Ladies Bible Study

Thu
5

3:30 pm Youth Basketball - FLC Gym

Fri
6

Sat
7

No evening
activities
Murray City & Calloway Co. Schools Spring Break week

8

9

10

3:30 pm Youth Basketball - FLC Gym
Seniors Spring Banquet

11
5:15 pm BFS Committee
6:15 pm Midweek
@ First resumes
7:30 pm Personnel
Committee

12
13
10:00 am Women’s 9:30 am Within
Discipleship Event
Mom’s Ministry
Prayer Group @
Alcott’s home
2:00 pm Home Ministry Visitation
3:30 pm Youth
Basketball FLC gym
6:30 pm Louella
Beddoe Group

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

12:15 pm Combined 7:00 pm Men’s
MSU & Internation- Pickup Basketball
al Luncheon - FLC
5:30 pm Deacons’
Meeting

12:15 International
Luncheon
4:00 pm Missions
Ministry Team

22

Lord’s Supper &
Benevolent Offering
12:00 pm International Meal
5:30 pm Business
Meeting

29

7:00 pm Men’s
Pickup Basketball

23

12:00 pm MAGIC
Potluck Luncheon
7:00 pm Men’s
Pickup Basketball

10:00 am Sharon
Wells Group
3:30 pm Youth Basketball - FLC Gym

24

3:30 pm Youth
Basketball - FLC
Gym

7:45 am MAGIC to
Senior Living Celebration
10:00 am Women’s
Discipleship Event
Prayer Group @
Alcott’s home
3:30 pm Youth Basketball - FLC Gym

25

26

3:30 pm Youth Basketball - FLC Gym

20

6:30 pm Ballroom
Dancing Lessons FLC

6:30 pm Ballroom
Dancing Lessons FLC

Highway 45: On Mission

27

9:30 am Within
Mom’s Ministry

28

8:00 am Youth Girls
to St. Louis

Women’s Conference
A Woman’s Discipleship Intensive

30

7:00 Men’s Pickup
Basketball

Sunday Schedule
8:30 - Worship
9:45 - Sunday School
11:00 - Worship
4:30 - Sanctuary Choir
5:00 - LifeGroups
8:00 - The Net

Wednesday
Schedule

Noon - Prayer Meeting
5:30 - Fellowship Supper
6:00 - Student Midweek
6:15 - MidWeek @ First
6:15 - TeamKid//Highway
45

FLC
Open Schedule

Mondays 6 to 9 am &
3:30 to 8 pm
Tuesdays: 6 to 9 am &
3:30 to 8 pm
Wednesdays: 6 to 9 am
Thursdays: 6 to 9 am &
3:30 to 8 pm
Fridays: 6 to 9 am

