
GUATEMALA SERVE TEAM  

JANUARY 11 – 17, 2020 

This is a Level 4 trip.  See back for explanation. 

Open to all those aged 17+ 

Why Guatemala? 
Despite being a poor country overall with an average income of $5200 a year, (poorer than any other 

South American country, and one of the poorest in Central America), Guatemala still ranks #11 in the 

world with the highest inequality of income. 

As low as average incomes are, this extreme inequality leaves 59% of the population living below the 

national poverty level, which is defined as less than $700 per year. 

50% of Guatemala's children under age five are chronically malnourished, one of the highest malnutri-

tion rates in the world.  98% of Guatemalan families attempting to cross the US border through Mexico 

are doing so because of poverty.  Guatemalan children are more likely to remain in the same income 

bracket as their parents more than any other country in the world. 
 

 

How do we get there? 
We will be partnering with Praying Pelicans Missions for this trip.  They have extensive on the ground 

connections with the local church in Guatemala.  A Praying Pelican staff representative will be with our 

group 24 hours a day during our trip, as well as an additional staff member that will serve as our trans-

lator.  Generally speaking there will be a language barrier, but only at times, and will not conflict with 

what we are accomplishing on the ground. 
 

 

What will we be doing? 
This will be our second trip to Iglesia Vida church and Down Guatemala, which is a private school that 
serves approximately 40 children with Down’s syndrome.  Prenatal testing is not typically preformed in 

Guatemala so children born with this condition are often abandoned (or fathers abandon the family) as 

there are is no public assistance of any kind for children with special needs.  We will be assisting teach-
ers in and out of the classroom, and helping pastors Alfredo and Irene Salazar with various projects and 

needs within the church and school, which are connected. 

Now that we have been there already, the children and pastors are very much looking forward to our 
return!  There are many hands-on skills the children learn at the school we’ll be involved with 

(including roasting and packaging Happy Coffee by the older kids!)  We will welcome the children and 

their parents back from Christmas break with a fun celebration for the parents and children complete 
with games and pizza, which is a rare treat! 

With a virtually non-existent social net, distribution of food and staples to those in need is performed 
by the local church door to door.  We will be a part of this… visiting locals, praying and encouraging 

those we meet along the way. 

Is it safe?  Safety is our top priority.  Criminal activity is usually confined to urban areas amongst lo-
cals.  We will be serving in areas identified by our local pastors and Praying Pelican as being safe and 

secure. 

Where will we stay?  We will be staying at Down Guatemala and Iglesia Vida church, which are con-
nected. 

What is needed to get there?  A passport that is valid for at least six months beyond our departure date. 
 

 

What do we do for food and fun? 
With the exception of departure and arrival hours, three meals will be provided each day by a local 

Guatemalan cook. Traditional local cuisine is prepared daily with a few American style dishes too. 

Traditional meals are Mayan influenced with corn, chicken, chiles and beans. Purified drinking water is 
also provided at all times and all locations we serve at. Typically two afternoons or evenings are re-

served for fun and exploration. The capital of Guatemala City is filled with historical landmarks and 

interesting museums. 

What do we do for food and fun? 
With the exception of departure and arrival hours, three meals will be provided each day by a local 
Guatemalan cook.  Traditional local cuisine is prepared daily with a few American style dishes too.  

Traditional meals are Mayan influenced with corn, chicken, chiles and beans. Purified drinking water 

is also provided at all times and all locations we serve at. 
Typically two afternoons or evenings are reserved for fun and exploration.  The capital of Guatemala 

City is filled with historical landmarks and interesting museums. 

 

What is the weather like? 
The temperature in and around Guatemala City remains relatively constant throughout the year. Highs 
will be around 73, lows around 56. January is one of the driest times of year with little rain.  Elevation 

keeps temperatures cool year round. 

 

How much will it cost? 
 $1295 - $1395 depending on airfare.  This includes the flight, baggage charges and 

airport transfers. 

 Floor sleeping at the school.  (Air mattresses will be provided). 

 Transportation to all serve and recreation sites each day. 

 Three meals a day in Guatemala. 

 All materials, food distribution required onsite will be purchased in advance or in Guatemala and 

is included. 

 

What is not included? 
Anything not mentioned above, such as spending money, personal insurance, snacks, offering money 
and meals to/from Guatemala. The opportunity to exchange US dollars for Guatemalan Quetzal’s will 

be provided.  Credit cards are readily accepted in most places we travel to. 

 

Who will be leading this trip? 
Sam Wright. There will also be a representative from Praying Pelican Missions with our group 24 
hours a day. 

 

What is the timeline for sign up and reservations? 
Please make your check for $100 payable to FCC with “Guatemala 2020” in the memo.  Place in a 

green labeled envelope available in the main lobby and include with the morning offering. You may 

also pay via credit or debit card online through the church website.  Just select “Serve Teams” from the 
dropdown list and note that the funds are for “Guatemala”. 

 

Reservations will be accepted until we reach capacity for this trip or 

September 15, whichever comes first. 
9/15/2019 – Additional $500 is due for flights. 

10/15/2019 – Monthly team prep meetings begin.  If you are a student, we will email you updates. 

11/15/2019 – Balance of your trip cost is due. 

 

What happens if I need to cancel? 
 Cancelations are not a problem, but there are some important dates to be aware of. 

 Cancel prior to 9/15/2019 - 100% refund of any deposit. 

 Cancel after 9/15/2018, but before 10/15/2019 - 100% refund of any deposit less $600.00 

 After 11/15/2019 there are no refunds. 

 

Questions?  
Contact Sam Wright at wright@kenoshafcc.com or 262.857.4743 x116 
 



GUATEMALA 
Open to all those age 17+ 

January 11-17, 2020 

 

FCC Serve teams are broken down into five levels,  

each with an increasing level of responsibility and maturity. 

It is recommended that Serve participants complete a lower number 
trip before serving on the next, higher level trip. 

Level 1 – Neighbors:  Serve teams that help, impact, or partner with our neigh-

bors within the local community or within an hour of the church.  Typically these 

are day trips.  Serving within the church as a volunteer also qualifies as a Level 1 

opportunity.   

Level 2 – Community:  Teams that serve outside the local area, but are still 

within a 2-5 hours driving time each way.  Trips have a minimum duration of two 

days, but can include camps or family serving events. 

Level 3 – National:  Teams that serve outside the local area with moder-

ate to extensive travel involved.  Trips are usually out of state, with a travel time of 

at least 3 hours each way, and have a duration of 3 nights or longer.  Serving on a 

Level 1 or 2 level trip is recommended.  Additional requirements may be required, 

and are trip specific. 

Level 4 – International:  Long distance serve teams that serve outside 

the continental United States including US Territories with a duration of 6 or more 

nights.  Serving on a Level 3 level trip is recommended.  Additional requirements 

may be required, and are trip specific. 

Level 5 – International (+) :  Complex,  long distance trips with specific 
requirements OR international trips with a duration of longer than one week. 

 

 


