
SERMON BASED LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 

October 17, 2021                                                                       Brian Gorman 

FOR STARTERS: 

1. Have you been guilty of using your prayers to “tell God what He has to do”?  

2. Have you had to deal with negative feelings when God did not answer a prayer of yours? 

MAIN SCRIPTURE:  Romans 9:14-28 

LET’S TALK: 

1. Explain how ‘works’ in Christ differ from ‘works’ prior to Christ.   

2. How did you feel when you realized that it was God’s grace that will save you, not your 

works?  

DIG DEEPER WITH OTHER SCRIPTURE: 

1. Romans 9:15 from today’s scripture, and Romans 3:22, Exodus 33:19 and the story of Hosea 

all have a similar theme.  Do you think the Jews ever ‘got the message’ or was part of their 

problem with Christ followers caused by the fact that they understood what was being said and 

now realized they were no longer ‘special’ in God’s eyes?  Discuss.   

2. In Jonah 4, God has compassion and mercy on the people of Nineveh after they repented.  

Why do you think Jonah was so angry about this? What did his attitude reveal about Jonah’s 

understanding of who God is? Can you relate to Jonah?  

3. Mathew 20:1-16 is another story about God’s mercy.  Substitute the word ‘Christian’ for 

‘worker’ in these verses.  Is it ‘fair’ for someone who is saved shortly before they die to have 

the same reward as someone who was a life-long Christ follower and who made sacrifices for 

the Kingdom throughout their life?  Discuss.  

4. Read Ephesians 2:8, 9. In what way should verse 9 be evident in our lives?  

MAKE IT PERSONAL: 

1.Take an inventory of people whom you would call friends.  How diverse is it?  

2. In today’s passage, Paul is telling the Jews that they are no longer ‘special’ in God’s eyes and 

that God’s message is for all who will accept it.  Have you been in a situation where you lost a 

special standing? How did you react?   

NEXT STEPS:  

1. This week, look for ways to show God’s love and mercy to people who are not like you.  



2. Take some time this week to read some of the following Scriptures which show that salvation 

comes from God, not because of who we are or because of what we have done.  Ephesians 2:8-

9; Romans 3:22-26; Exodus 33:18; John 5:24; John 3:36; John 6:7, 40, 44 & 65; Romans 9:16; 

James 1:16-18; Acts 15:7-9; Revelations 7:10, Isaiah 64:6; Psalm 25:10; Deuteronomy 7:0.   

   

 


