
Holy Scripture 
 

Isaiah 9:2-7 New International Version 
 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those 
living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 3 You have 
enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before 
you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when 
dividing the plunder. 
 

4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,  you have shattered the 
yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of 
their oppressor.  5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every 
garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel 
for the fire.   
 

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will 
be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from 
that time on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 
accomplish this. 

 
O Holy Night 

 
O Holy Night! 

The stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear Savior's birth! 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
Till he appear'd and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

 
Fall on your knees 

Oh hear the angel voices 
Oh night divine 

Oh night when Christ was born 
Oh night divine  

                                                                                                                             
Order of Worship 

 

Christmas Eve 2021 
A Candlelight & Communion Service 

 

Prelude                                                                           Pianist              
 

Welcome …………………………..……….. Rev. Bill Boggan 
 
*Hymn ………………………………..………..…………….….. p. 240 

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 
*Lighting of Christ Candle       Wendy & Rev. Bill Boggan 
 
Special Music                                                   Howard Green 

 “O, Holy Night” 
 
Holy Scripture ………………………………….  Isaiah 9:2-7 

This is the word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Message ………….…………………..…………..…. Rev. Bill Boggan 

“The Lord, the Light is Coming” 
 
Holy Communion  …………………...……………….…. p.12 

All are welcome at Christ’s table.  You are welcome 
to receive his grace through this meal. 

 
Sharing Christ’s Peace and Light 

As you return to your seats please receive a candle. 
 

*Hymn ……………………………………………………   p. 246 
“Joy to the World” 

 
*Hymn ……………………………....……..………...……….…… p. 239 

       “Silent Night, Holy Night”          
 

*Benediction (Leave in silence) 

 
 (*) Please stand if you are able. 

 
 



The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah 
Matthew 1:1, 16  New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

 
1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the 
son of Abraham.  16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of 
whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.  
 

 
 

Advent Season 
December 1-24 

 
The season of Advent, which comes from the Latin word adventus meaning 
“coming” or “visit," begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on 
Christmas Eve. Advent is the beginning of the liturgical year for Christians. 
 
During Advent, we prepare for, and anticipate, the coming of Christ. We 
remember the longing of Jews for a Messiah and our own longing for, and 
need of, forgiveness, salvation and a new beginning. Even as we look back 
and celebrate the birth of Jesus in a humble stable in Bethlehem, we also 
look forward anticipating the second coming of Christ as the fulfillment of 
all that was promised by his first coming. 
 
 
 

Advent Wreath 
 

The first candle, which is purple, symbolizes hope. It is sometimes called 
the “Prophecy Candle” in remembrance of the prophets, especially Isaiah, 
who foretold the birth of Christ. It represents the expectation felt in         
anticipation of the coming Messiah. 
 
The second candle, also purple, represents faith and love. It is called the 
“Bethlehem Candle” as a reminder of Mary and Joseph’s journey to       
Bethlehem. 
 
The third candle is pink and symbolizes joy. It is called the “Shepard’s   
Candle,” and is pink because rose is a liturgical color for joy. The third  
Sunday of Advent is Gaudete Sunday and is meant to remind us of the joy 
that the world experienced at the birth of Jesus, as well as the joy that the 
faithful have reached the midpoint of Advent. 
 
On the fourth week of Advent, we light the final purple candle to mark the 
final week of prayer and penance as we wait for the birth of our Savior. This 
final candle, the “Angel’s Candle,” symbolizes peace. It reminds us of the 
message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” 
 
The white candle is placed in the middle of the wreath and lit on  
Christmas Eve. This candle is called the “Christ Candle” and  
represents the life of Christ. The color white is for purity—because 
Christ is our sinless, pure Savior. 

Pinson United Methodist Church 

Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2021 - 5:00pm 

The Lord, 

The Light is Coming 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/what-is-advent

