
MISSION TRIP SCHEDULED 

MAY 28 – JUNE 2 

We are so excited to let you know that we have 
scheduled a date for our Mission Trip to Thornwell 

Home for Children. It is located in Clinton, South Caro-
lina. We have supported the home for many years 
with an annual offering through the Thornwell Turkeys 

and mostly recently our Mission Sunday.  

Our mission trip will be Sunday, May 28 – Friday, June 2. 

This trip will be an intergenerational team. The dynam-
ics of our group will guide us as to the needed pro-
jects.  

We will stay right on campus at the Safay Cottage 
which has a full kitchen, seven (7) bedrooms along 

with bathrooms. The cottage can easily house 15-18 
individuals. There is much more to share with you as 
the details unfold.  

If you are interested in this trip and/or want to confirm 
your spot on the team, please come to our next meet-

ing on Sunday, February 19 at 10:45 a.m. in Faith Cen-
ter or call the Church Office for additional information. 
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The Pastoral 
Nominating 
Committee 
(PNC) is 

continuing to meet weekly to 
prepare for the applications soon 
to arrive from prospective pas-
tors. We have welcomed Pastor 

John Fraser who will be preach-
ing as an interim pastor, along 
with Pastor Dave and Andrew 

Larson as we search for our 
permanent Senior Pastor. Thank 
you for your continued prayers 
for our committee as we work to 
discern God’s wish for Faith and 
the Senior Pastor Search. 

We need your help! 

As we focus on identifying 
strong candidates for this open-
ing, you could possibly help us 
in our search. You may have 
connections and contacts with 
churches in other parts of the 
country who might not be aware 
of our Senior Pastor opportunity. 
If you would pass this informa-
tion on to pastors or key church 
members in other churches ask-
ing them to pass this information 
on to great pastors who might be 
interested in relocating to Flor-
ida.  

Information on Faith Church 

Faith Community Church, EPC, in 
Seminole, Florida, is seeking a 
full-time senior pastor for our vi-
brant and Gospel-centered church. 
We are located in a beautiful sub-
urb of the larger Tampa Bay Met-
ropolitan area on the west coast of 
Florida in a tropical paradise only 
a few miles from the Gulf of Mex-
ico beaches, some of the best 

beaches in the world. It is a grow-
ing community of middle to upper 
middle class young families, long 
time residents, retirees, and some 
seasonal residents. Faith Commu-
nity Church, EPC, the former Faith 
Presbyterian Church, PCUSA, went 
through the Gracious Dismissal 
Process in 2014. We continue to be 
a healthy, solid and growing church 
in our area, meeting the needs of 
our multigenerational congregation 
of over 400 families with nearly 
700 church members. 

We seek an evangelical, dynamic, 
Godly pastor who is personable, 
approachable and family oriented, 
and teaches the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Music is a key component 
in both our traditional and contem-
porary worship services. In addi-
tion to these criteria we seek an 
individual competent in the follow-
ing skill sets:  
� The ability to preach and teach in 

a dynamic and gospel-focused 
manner in relatable and relevant 
ways  

� A strong motivator and leader of 
staff, and for all age groups 
within our congregation and 
community  

� An outstanding communicator to 
our congregation, staff and offi-
cers, working as a team with a 
common mission, vision and core 
values.  

� Exhibit a Godly character and 
live that character in daily life  

� An inspiring leader, who is con-
nected and engaged with the con-
gregation in all areas and in all 
age groups 

Our Church Information Form 
(CIF) may be found on the web 
site www.faithrus.org. 
 

February 12, 2017 
10:30 AM & Noon 

 

This year we will have the an-
nual meeting at two times so 
members from both services 
will be able to attend. Informa-
tion will be given on the 2017 
Budget, and we will conduct 
any new business. There are 
several items for members to 
vote on at the meeting this year 
including the dissolution of 
Pastor Dave’s call, a real estate 
transaction, a waiver to our by-
laws and election of new offi-
cers. You may pick up a copy 
of the 2016 Annual Report in 
the Narthex Sunday, Febru-
ary 5, or in the Church Office 
during the week. 
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“I’m Not Ashamed” 

Friday, February 17    

6:30 p.m.     Faith Center 

I'm Not Ashamed is the inspiring true 
story of Rachel Joy Scott at Columbine 
High School. When her hopes and 
dreams seemed to end, God was just 
getting started.  

Come join us on Friday, February 17 
at 6:30 p.m. for Movie Night in Faith 
Center. After praying, "Father, use my 
life to touch the world and let your light 
shine through me," Rachel's renewed 
commitment to Jesus played out com-
passionately and powerfully at her high 
school… and around the world. 
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Last Friday Melissa and I 
wanted to surprise the boys. 
Our oldest had a half day off 
school, so we had an after-
noon completely free. When 
the time came, we loaded up 
the car with all of the gear 
and goodies you need for an 
adventure with four little boys 
and we went to pick them up 
from school together, which 
is a rarity, so they knew that 
something special was hap-
pening. After they were all 
buckled in their seat belts, I 
looked back in the rear view 
mirror and told them that we 
had something very exciting 
planned for the afternoon. 
Landon, my oldest yelled, 
“We’re going to the Dollar 
Tree!” They had earned a few 
dollars during the week and 
were in a hurry to spend their 
hard-earned cash on whatever 
candy and toys could be pur-
chased for a single buck. 
Liam and Luke, our five and 
three year old, joined in with 
Landon in the excitement of 
going to the Dollar Tree. 
They yelled and screamed and 
cheered for the Dollar Tree. 
The only problem was that we 
weren't going to the Dollar 
Tree. We were going to Dis-
ney World.  

When I told them that we 
were on our way to the happi-
est place on earth, and not to 
the Dollar Tree, they were 
disappointed; one of them 
even started to cry. “But 

daddy, we don’t want to go to 
Disney, we want to go to the 
Dollar Tree!” This was a sen-
tence that I was never prepared 
to hear. I found myself bargain-
ing with them, “If you will 
have a good attitude and just go 
to Disney today, I promise we 
can go to the Dollar Tree to-
morrow.” I didn’t know if I 
should see the comedy in the 
situation or feel like a failure as 
a parent. I couldn’t understand 
how they could want to spend 
15 minutes rummaging through 
cheap toys and off brand candy 
more than they would want to 
spend an afternoon at Disney 
World. They were so heart-set 
on what they wanted that they 
couldn’t even consider the pos-
sibility that what their father 
had planned for them would be 
better. 

As my children were crying 
and complaining about having 
to spend the day at Disney 
World, I had to smile to myself 
as I remembered one of my fa-
vorite quotes. On June 8, 1941 
C.S. Lewis preached a sermon 
at Oxford University’s Church 
of St. Mary the Virgin. That 
sermon has come to be known 
as The Weight of Glory. To-
ward the beginning of the ser-
mon he remarked: “It would 
seem that Our Lord finds our 
desires not too strong, but too 
weak. We are half-hearted 
creatures, fooling about with 
drink  and  sex  and  ambition  

when infinite 
joy is offered 
us, like an ig-
norant child 
who wants to 
go on making mud pies in a 
slum because he cannot imag-
ine what is meant by the offer 
of a holiday at the sea. We are 
far too easily pleased.”  

Eventually my sons realized 
the error in their judgment, 
and we had a wonderful after-
noon and evening, but that fi-
asco in the car made me won-
der what I may be missing out 
on my holding my plans and 
my desires so tightly instead of 
surrendering my will to the 
will of my Father and saying 
“not my will, but Yours.”  

Paul tells the church at Corinth 
in 1 Corinthians 2:9 “How-
ever, as it is written: ‘What no 
eye has seen, what no ear has 
heard, and what no human 
mind has conceived’—the 
things God has prepared for 
those who love him—” We 
cannot even begin to fathom 
how great God’s plans are for 
us, yet we have to be willing 
to give Him control. Are you 
willing to give up your Dollar 
Tree dreams to experience 
what your Father has planned 
for you instead? 
 

Andrew 
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On the Road! 

The choir will be participating in a new 
adventure this year. On February 10, 
our Sanctuary Choir will be taking their 
robes and their act on the road. Each year 
at this time, St. Jerome Catholic Church 
hosts an invitational Choral Festival for 

Church Choirs. Each choir will perform 
one (1) song and then combine for two 
(2) pieces to conclude the concert. 
Faith’s Choir will perform Mary 
McDonald’s Make Me An Instrument of 

Thy Peace. Then at the end of the con-
cert, all choirs will come together to per-
form two pieces: John Ness Beck’s It Is 
Well and Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus. It 
should be a fun evening of great choral 
music. Some of you may like to join us 
that evening. I can give more details as 
the date approaches.  
 

Easter Cantata 

The choir has begun work for the Easter 
Cantata entitled, Come Walk With Me.  

It is a creative look at the week before 
the crucifixion through the eyes of Jesus 
and His disciples. The choir will perform 
the cantata twice on Palm Sunday, 
April 9. The times are the same as our 
current services, 9:20 and 11:00 a.m. 

Please begin to pray that the message of 
Christ’s suffering and resurrection will 
move us to action and obedience. 

David 
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WE NEED YOU  
NOW MORE  
THAN EVER! 

 
If you’ve been around the church during the past sev-
eral weeks, you are likely aware of the changes that are 
underway which will strengthen our future and help us 
grow to meet the needs of our congregation. You may 
have also noticed an increase in the number of presenta-
tions at our services during this period with a focus on 
STEWARDSHIP. These Minutes for Stewardship will 
continue throughout the year for a good reason—to re-
mind everyone that your financial support is critical to 
maintaining the programs and services that Faith 
Church is providing by building a strong Christian 
foundation. 

Articles like this are also going to continue throughout 
the year. Why? Simply put it’s because the need has 
never been greater. Here are some facts that we hope 
you’ll consider: 

Pledges for 2017 for GENERAL FUND ARE DOWN 
 14% ($41,000) vs. 2016 

Pledges for 2017 for BUILDING FUND ARE DOWN 
 22% ($26,000) vs. 2016 

Income from Pledges for 2016 were BELOW budget  
by $44,000 

Income from Plate Offerings for 2016 were BELOW budget 
by $20,000 

The numbers speak for themselves and yet, your church 
leadership continues to be optimistic about the coming 
year and the plans that are in place. However, we need 
your help and support. If you have not made a pledge, 
please prayerfully consider making one now. Simply 
advise the church office at 391-0596 (or go on to the 
www.faithrus.org website today to be involved. If you 
have pledged, but are behind in your commitments, 
please help offset the shortfall in any way possible. 

We hope that you will help Faith Church—as you have 
in the past—to make 2017 a new, strong cornerstone 
for the foundation of our great church family. Thank 
you. 

Ken Banks, Elder 
Bob Decker, Elder 
Interpretation & Stewardship Ministry 
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Pioneer Clubs 
Pioneer Clubs began its 77th 
year of training up children 
around the world to follow 
Christ in every aspect of life this 
Fall. We began our 15th year 
here at Faith. 

To date we have 64 students 
registered on Wednesday eve-
nings. On February 1, each of 
them will be asked to “Bring a 

Friend” for a special, fun night. 

On Sunday, February 19, Pio-
neer Club children and their 
leaders will celebrate Pioneer 

Club Sunday in both services. 
Share the news about club and 
invite your family, friends and 
neighbors to visit for an evening 
or on Pioneer Club Sunday. It is 
a wonderful outreach opportu-
nity. We are amazed at all that 
God has accomplished through 
us in the past and are excited 
about what He has in store for 
us in the weeks ahead. Come 
celebrate with us! 

You can obtain an application in 
the church or preschool office or 
online at our website. Scholar-
ships are always available by 
request. If you are interested in 
knowing more about Pioneer 
Clubs or sponsoring a child, 
please contact me anytime. 

Spring Bash Is Coming 
May 5-6 

This wonderful Cedarkirk Camp 
opportunity is for ALL third-fifth 
grade students and is nothing but 
fun and joy. In a short 24 hour pe-
riod, kids will glide on zip-lines, 
challenge themselves on the climb-
ing wall, celebrate during worship, 
and play in the river. Campers stay 
with leaders in rustic cabins after a 
late evening camp fire including 
singing, storytelling, and s’mores. 
If you have any questions or would 
like an application, please contact 
me. 

 

—continued on page 6— 
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NurseryNurseryNurseryNursery 
On Sunday mornings, the nursery is 
available for our infants and toddlers, 
up to age two during our 9:20 con-
temporary service and up to age five 
during our 11:00 a.m. traditional ser-
vice. Our nursery nurturers provide a 
wonderful, loving, safe environment. 
The nursery is also available 
throughout the week during Mom 2 
Mom Bible study, Faith Connection 
and special events. We are looking 
for additional adult volunteers for 

the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 
during the 11:00 service. 

———————— 

Continues on Mondays!Continues on Mondays!Continues on Mondays!Continues on Mondays!    

Our weekly playgroup 
meets once a week on 
MONDAYS from 11:15 – 
Noon to accommodate our 
preschool families. We 
meet in the older nursery 
now called the “Orange 
Room.”   

This is a time when young 
children are introduced to 
the Bible stories about God 
and his Son, Jesus. There is 
circle time with singing and 
stories. This is a great time 
for you and your child to 
fellowship with others.  

SPECIAL…On the first 
MONDAY of each month, 
our playgroup has the op-
portunity to go outside on 
the playground. This play-
group is a great stepping 
stone into Mom’s Morning 
Out and the Preschool. 

Invite your friendsInvite your friendsInvite your friendsInvite your friends    
and eand eand eand ennnnjoy the fun!joy the fun!joy the fun!joy the fun!    

 
 

There is a place for every child at Faith Community Church. Listed here are the many opportunities for children. 
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God’s Special 
Friends 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Special Friends under the 
leadership of Linda Duart and her 
team continue to offer a wonderful 
ministry on Wednesday nights 
from 6:15-7:30 p.m. It is a time of 
worship with Dale & Maureen 

Carnell and then hands on Bible 
study for our friends with special 
needs. This is a great opportunity 
for learning about God and a won-
derful time of fellowship for both 
students and parents. 

Religious Scouting 
The God and Me (1st – 3rd grade 
students) and the God and Family 
(4th – 5th grade students) classes 
are now complete. The students 
will meet with our pastor to review 
their work and then be presented in 
worship with their awards.  Con-
gratulations to Emma Gogolen, De-

laney Fairbank and Jaden Gogo-

len!. 

Serving  
Opportunities 

Volunteering is a special and 

unique thing. Whenever you find 
yourself with people who are ex-
periencing the same thing you are, 
connection happens. No matter 
who you talk to, no matter if things 
are funny, sad, frustrating or fan-
tastic, you can identify with each 
other. You are all in the same 
boat—sharing the same moment. 

There are many opportunities  

within Children’s Ministry for 
YOU to serve our Lord. We 
are looking for additional vol-
unteers to strengthen our Pio-
neer Club and Sunday School 
teaching teams. Please pray 
about how you are being 
called to serve. You will be 
blessed!  

If you have any questions or 
would like additional informa-
tion regarding our Children’s 
Ministry, please contact me at 
391.0596 or 560.9681. 

 “Miss Kim” 

Director of  

Christian Education 

Faith Press  February 2017 

Mark Your Calendar… 

2017 Events 

� February 1 – Bring a Friend 
Night at Pioneer Club 

� February 10 – Valentine’s 
Party - God’s Special Friends 

� February 17 – Movie Night – 
I’m Not Ashamed 

� February 18 – SaturDADS – 
9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

� February 19 – Pioneer Club 
Sunday 

� February 26 – Preschool 
Sunday 

A Look Ahead 

� April 12 – Easter Egg-
stravaganza 

� April 16 – Easter 
� June 12- 16 – Vacation Bible 
School 

� June 19-23 – UW Sports Min-
istry Camp 

� June 19 – July 3 – Preschool 
Camps 

 

Our 2017 Honduras Team will 
journey to Honduras July 9-16 
(Sunday to Sunday). We are 
planning to outreach to the peo-
ple of Honduras mostly through 
the New Hope Clinic in San 
Francisco and neighboring vil-
lages. 

Between the months of February 
and June, the Honduras Team is 
raising money to offset the cost 
of each team member’s trip 
along with supplies needed for 
our outreach into the villages. 
Our goal is to raise $15,000. 

In February, the team will dis-
tribute bags of rice to give you a 
Taste of Honduras. We will be 
collecting the bags during Feb-
ruary and March. We are happy 
to accept coins, bills and checks. 

Tradition continues each Sunday 
in March. The team will once 
again offer specialty coffees and 
goodies for a suggested dona-
tion. You will find us outside 
under the Tower before and after 
the 9:20 a.m. services. 

Future fundraising events in-
clude our annual Golf Tourna-

ment at Lake Seminole Coun-
try Club on April 16 and Tag 

Days on May 27 and May 28 
at the Madeira Beach Publix. 
Mark your calendars now for 
these events. 

Thank you for your continued 
support and prayers. If you are 
interested in the 2017 trip or 
have any questions, please con-
tact me 391-0596 or 560-9681. 

Kim Gunthner 
Team Coordinator 
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Presents… 

Betty Gray  

Thursday, February 16 

10:30 AM  Faith Center 
 

This year Betty will be portraying Han-

nah—“Loved but Barren.” 
 

We know Hannah for her sorrow. She 
longed for a son, but couldn’t have children. 
We know her for her faithfulness. She never 
gave up hope that God would hear her 
prayer. We also know her for her sacrifice. 
She dedicated her baby Samuel to the Lord 
and left him at the temple to serve God “all 
the days of his life” (1 Samuel 1:11 NIV). 

Hannah is one of the most recognizable 
women in Scripture for all these reasons. 
Many of us remember her story for her deep 
anguish over not being a mother. We all 
most likely recall her time at the temple, 
taking her request to God in powerful 
prayer. And what mom wouldn’t be im-
pacted by Hannah’s bold move—leaving 
her little blessing at the temple to be raised 
by Eli the priest? 

Following Betty’s presentation, a special 
luncheon will be served. The cost is 
$6/person. 

Sign up begins under the Tower Sunday, 

February 5 and continues on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 12. You may also call the Church 

Office (391.0596) to make a reservation. 

 Thank you to all of you who 
came to my mother's funeral. 
Thank you to all who cooked, 
baked, bought or served food at 
the reception. Thank you to all who sent cards, 
Facebook and/or e-mail messages or gave hugs to 
comfort my family and me. The encouragement 
and support of my "second family" of faith has 
been, and is, such a help to me at this time. On be-
half of my friends, family and myself I thank you 
all.  

Love, 
Denise Wisse 

 

Dear Faith Family, 
 I am overwhelmed with the love and support you 
have given me following Phyllis’ death by means 
of cards and prayers accompanied by your verbal 
expressions to me. Thank you very much. Faith 
Church has meant much to Phyllis and me with its 
evangelical emphasis coupled with an excellent 
music program. It’s what brought us here, and now 
with the friends we’ve made, these are the things 
that have made it our home. 

With Heartfelt Love, 
Ernie 
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Faith’s SEWING CIRCLE! 
 

Do you have cotton broadcloth or flan-
nel from uncompleted projects? Are 
you trying to de-clutter your home for 
the New Year? Donate that fabric to us! 

Faith’s Sewing Circle needs cotton broadcloth and 
flannel for baby blankets for our Honduras mission. 
Your fabric will keep babies warm and swaddle 
them in your love. 

We also welcome willing hands and warm hearts to 
our sewing circle. You do not need to be a sewer. 
Call me for more information and meeting times. 

Meg Rice (393-4582) 



 
Page 8 

 

 

Hey everyone! If y’all did not 
realize it yet, we are in the 
month of Valentine’s Day—so, 
Happy Month of Love! This 
month is a great time to cele-
brate those loved ones in our 
lives. It’s also a great time to 
celebrate and remember Christ’s 
love for us. Remember that, 
“…He SO loved us…” (John 
3:16) 

 On Wednesday nights in this 
lovely month of February, we 
will be starting a series called 
Baewatch. This four-week “dat-
ing” series is about the type of 
qualities the Bible teaches we 
should look for in a significant 
other. We will unfold such top-
ics as Am I ready to be dating? 
the Friend Zone, the definition 

of love, and sexual immorality 
with tips to win the temptation 
battle. This will be a great series 
with many challenging concepts. 
You will not want to miss out on 
the fun games, worship, pizza, 
friends and most importantly, 
the teaching of God’s Word.  

On Sunday mornings, we will be 
continuing our series through 
the book of Exodus. We will be 
discussing topics like our story 
in Exodus, more numerous than 
the stars, days of darkness, 
drawn out, sojourner, God sees 

and knows and God speaks. 
This is a great series to dive 
deeper into God’s Word. Don’t 
miss this compelling series. 
Come out on Sunday morning 
at 11:00 a.m. and enjoy digging 
into God’s Word, fellowship, 
friends, games and bagels with 
cream cheese!  

On Wednesday, February 15, 
we will be having our annual 
Refuge-tines Party. We will 
meet at the normal Refuge time 
(6:00 - 7:30 p.m.) and have 
many Valentine themed games, 
food, chocolate fountain and a 
great time in the Word unwrap-
ping God’s love for us.  

Be on the lookout for the date 
we will be attending a Tampa 
Bay Lightning game as a youth 
group—it is coming up very 
soon! 

To stay in the loop with every-
thing we are doing at Refuge, 
follow us on all of our social 
media pages including Face-
book, Instagram and Twitter at: 
Refuge At Faith  

 

DrewDrewDrewDrew 

Assistant Director of  
Student Ministries 
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PHYLLIS ROSS 
Given by: 

 

Phyllis Baumgartner 

Kevin and Nancy Fannon 

The Gebauer Family 

Richard Gingrich 

Dave and Laura Hatton 

Louis and Mindy LaGrande 

Gary and Kathy Lockhart 

Carol Morrow 

Sally Otten 

Barbara Schroer 

David & Hope Smith 

Les and Judy Smout 

Lois Snyder 
 

Our thoughts and prayers 
are with Ernie Ross and 

family—his wife, Phyllis 
Ross, died December 21, 
2016. 

We believe that Jesus died and 
rose again; and so it will be for 
those who died in Christ. God will 
raise them to be with the Lord for-
ever.  

—1 Thessalonians 4:14, 17 
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A Very Special Note! 

Hello, 
I am not sure who is in charge 
of your outreach, but I received 
a card signed from your 
church. I wanted to say thank 
you from the bottom of my 
heart for the card, it was a huge 
pick me up while I have been 
away from my family this 
Christmas season…Thank you. 

Very Respectfully, 
Jarrod C. Johnson, USN 

 “Souper” Bowl Sunday 

As we enjoy the Super Bowl 
on Sunday, February 5, re-
member those without a bowl 
of soup to eat. By taking part in 
this simple event, you’re help-
ing make Super Bowl weekend 
the nation’s largest celebration 
of giving and serving. A can of 
soup, a penny, dime or a dollar, 
when they come together you 
can change the world of hun-
ger. Be a part of helping on 
Sunday, February 5—hunger 
is real—bring a can (or two) of 
soup that day! 

Blanket Sunday 

Do you have a favorite blan-
ket? It’s a touch of warmth and 
comfort—then it’s taken away 
because of some disaster. 
That’s what Blanket Sunday is 
all about—replacing those 
blankets around the globe. It’s 

like giving love with a hug. 
On Sunday, February 12, 
for each $5 given, a blanket 
can be purchased in the area 
where needed. 

Spring Flea Market 

Yes, it’s that time again! (Set 

up begins March 31.) Please 
join us for a planning meeting 

Thursday, March 3, 10:00 

a.m. in Faith Center. To con-
tinue our reputation of a well-
organized Flea Market, we 
must have participation from 
our members and friends 
(who are so faithful!). Many 
working a few hours for even 
one day will help to make this 
event a success. Come to our 
meeting in March—you’ll 
enjoy new friendships. 

Think Pillows 

If you do—join our Pediatric 
Pillow Group—making pil-
lows for All Children’s Hos-
pital. In the past 12 years, we 
have made over 20,000 pil-
lows! We cut, sew, stuff and 
take small pillows to the sick 
children. These soft, cheerful, 
printed flannel pillows are 
taken home by the children—
so the need is never ending. 

Can’t sew? You can help 
financially. We always need 
to buy flannel and stuffing. 
Questions? Call me! 

FranFranFranFran 

 

It’s time to start thinking about 
preschool fall registration for 
2017-2018. For the 2017-2018 
school year, we offer VPK 
which is funded by the State of 
Florida offering free tuition for 
any child who will be four (4) on 
or before September 1, 2017. 
Free tuition is offered regardless 
of income. Our Voluntary Pre-
Kindergarten (VPK) Readiness 
Rating for 2015-2016 was the 
highest ever at 100%. That 
means 100% of the children in 
our VPK scored 100% when go-
ing on to Kindergarten testing. 
Our children come from our 
school very well prepared for 
Kindergarten. We attribute the 
high score to our talented teach-
ing staff. 

February is a very busy month.  

Here is our calendar of events: 

� February 1 – Registration 
opens to the public  

� February 7 – Dad’s Night 

� February 13 & 14 - Valen-
tine’s Day Parties  

� February 20 – No School 

� February 26- Preschool chil-
dren sing in 9:20 a.m. wor-
ship service 

The Preschool Staff is very ap-
preciative of all the support and 
love you show us. Thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts. 

In Christ’s love, 

Patricia MitchellPatricia MitchellPatricia MitchellPatricia Mitchell    
Preschool Director 
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REPORT 

“THE TIMES THEY ARE A CHANGIN” 
 

In May 2016, Pastor Dave an-
nounced he would retire in 
2017. Upon receiving that an-
nouncement, the Session ap-
pointed a Transition Team to 
begin the process of ensuring 
that the day to day operations 
of Faith Church were main-
tained while the Pastoral 
Nominating Committee (PNC) 
began the process of finding a 
new Senior Pastor following 
Pastor Dave’s retirement. Over 
the past several months, the 
Transition Team met with Pas-
tor Dave, the Session and our 
Staff to determine what needed 
to be done to ensure a smooth 
transition of leadership for our 
church. Below are listed just a 
few of the issues the team has 
addressed since its inception: 

� The Pastoral Nominating 
Committee has concluded its 
work on a Church Informa-
tion Form (CIF) which de-
scribes our church to pro-
spective candidates. They 
conducted a church survey to 
determine the needs of the 
church and its congregation 
in selecting a new Senior 
Pastor upon David’s retire-
ment. Presbytery has assisted 
in the final CIF, and the PNC 
is now beginning to advertise 
the position. 

Faith Press  February 2017 

� The Transition Team also 
had several conversations re-
garding the budget status of 
the church. We are commit-
ted to developing a 2017-18 
budget with the Session that 
reflects our current giving 
position and the need to re-
duce expenses next year; 
while at the same time main-
taining as many of the pro-
grams as possible without 
running a deficit.  

� Recently, as a result on the 
proposed budget reductions, 
David Lawhead was asked to 
assume responsibility for di-
recting the Praise Team in 
addition to his other duties 
for the music program. Drew 
Nilius will now focus his 
time on the youth programs. 
Drew has been an amazing 
contribution to the Praise 
Team during his tenure as 
the Interim Director. 

� A member of the Transition 
Team now attends weekly 
church staff meetings to stay 
informed as to day to day is-
sues and to lend support 
where needed. We will also 
provide updated information 
to staff as things are dis-
cussed and resolved by the 
Transition Team. 

� Members of the Transition 
Team are beginning the 
planning for a celebration 
luncheon for Pastor Dave 
to recognize his 25 years of 
outstanding service to Faith 
Community Church. The 
tentative date for the cele-
bration will be March 26 at 
noon following a single 
service at 10:30 that morn-
ing. Please plan to join us 
for this well-deserved cele-
bration. (Detailed informa-
tion will be announced at a 
later date.) 

� In order to provide a 
smooth transition in our 
preaching over the next 
several months, the Transi-
tion Team has worked with 
the Presbytery to secure 
Rev. John Fraser, an In-
terim Pastor who will 
preach in rotation with 
David and Andrew while 
PNC completes the search 
process. Pastor Fraser be-
gan preaching for us on 
January 15.  

 

Ron StoneRon StoneRon StoneRon Stone    
Chair 
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FEBRUARY FAITH CHURCH CALENDAR 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
9:15 AM 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 
 
 

FAITH CONNECTION 
5:30 PM DINNER 
6:00 PM KIDS’ CHOIR 

6:15 PM GSF 
6:15 PM  MS/HS YOUTH 

6:30 PM 
PIONEER CLUBS 

 

7:30 PM 
PRAISE TEAM 
 REHEARSAL 

2 
9:05 

PRESCHOOL BOARD 
 

9:15 AM 
MOM 2 MOM STUDY 

 
5:00 – 6:30 PM 
FAITH CAFÉ 

 
 

7:00 PM 
CHANCEL CHOIR 

3 
 

4 
10:00  

ART CLASS 
 

5 
COMMUNION 
SUNDAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“SOUPER” 
BOWL SUNDAY 

 

6 
11:15 AM 

LITTLE LAMBS 
 
 

1:00 PM 
FAITH AMBASSADORS 

REHEARSAL 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 PM 
DEACONS’ 
MEETING 

8 
9:15 AM 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 
 
 

FAITH CONNECTION 
5:30 PM DINNER 
6:00 PM KIDS’ CHOIR 

6:15 PM GSF 
6:15 PM  MS/HS YOUTH 

6:30 PM 
PIONEER CLUBS 

 

7:30 PM 
PRAISE TEAM 
 REHEARSAL 

9 
9:15 AM 

MOM 2 MOM STUDY 
 

10:00 AM 
CWC 

MINISTRY 
 

4:00 PM 
CE MINISTRY 

 
5:00 – 6:30 PM 
FAITH CAFÉ 

 
7:00 PM 

CHANCEL CHOIR 

10 
 
 
 

GOD’S SPECIAL 
FRIENDS 

VALENTINE PARTY 

11 
 

7:00 AM 
MEN’S 

BREAKFAST 
 
 
 

10:00  
ART CLASS 

 

12 
 

BLANKET SUNDAY 
 
 
 

10:30 & NOON 
ANNUAL MEETING 

 
 

1:30 PM 
CONFIRMATION 
CLASS BEGINS 

13 
11:15 AM 

LITTLE LAMBS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCH ISSUE OF 
FAITH PRESS 

14 
 
 
 

7:00 PM 
FELLOWSHIP, M & O, 
WORSHIP MINISTRY 

MEETINGS 

15 
9:15 AM 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 
 
 

FAITH CONNECTION 
5:30 PM DINNER 
6:00 PM KIDS’ CHOIR 

6:15 PM GSF 
6:15 PM  MS/HS YOUTH 

6:30 PM 
PIONEER CLUBS 

 

7:30 PM 
PRAISE TEAM 
 REHEARSAL 

16 
9:15 AM 

MOM 2 MOM STUDY 
 

10:30 AM 
YOUNG AT HEART 

 

5:00 – 6:30 PM 
FAITH CAFÉ 

 

7:00 PM 
CHANCEL CHOIR 

 

7:00 PM 
WOMEN’S EVENING 

CIRCLE 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 PM 
MOVIE NIGHT 

18 
9:00 AM 

SATURDADS 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00  
ART CLASS 

 

19 
PIONEER CLUBS 

SUNDAY 
 

10:45 AM 
THORNWELL 
MISSION TRIP 
MEETING 

 
 

1:30 PM 
CONFIRMATION 

CLASS 
 

20 
11:15 AM 

LITTLE LAMBS 
 
 
 

6:00 PM 
FEED THE HUNGRY 

 
 
 

21 
 

22 
9:15 AM 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 
 
 

FAITH CONNECTION 
5:30 PM DINNER 
6:00 PM KIDS’ CHOIR 

6:15 PM GSF 
6:15 PM  MS/HS YOUTH 

6:30 PM 
PIONEER CLUBS 

 

7:30 PM 
PRAISE TEAM 
 REHEARSAL 

23 
9:15 AM 

MOM 2 MOM STUDY 
 
 

5:00 – 6:30 PM 
FAITH CAFÉ 

 
7:00 PM 

CHANCEL CHOIR 

24 
 

25 
10:00  

ART CLASS 
 

26 
9:20 & 11:00 

PRESCHOOL SINGS 
 
 

1:30 PM 
CONFIRMATION 

CLASS 

27 
11:15 AM 

LITTLE LAMBS 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    
 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
   9:20 AM  CONTEMPORARY 
 WORSHIP 
   9:20 AM  SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

11:00 AM  TRADITIONAL  
 WORSHIP 
11:00 AM  CHILDREN’S  
 CHURCH & 
 SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Mark Your Calendar! 

FLEA MARKET PLANNING MEETING 

Thursday, March 3, 2017 

10:00 a.m. Faith Center 
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Betty Gray returns as 

Hannah— 

“Loved but Barren” 
 

Thursday, February 16, 2017 
  

10:30 AM  Faith Center 

Hannah is the story of a young woman who could not bear children. 

It is a story of prayer, sacrifice, faithfulness and great blessing. 

Betty has been a top feature of Young at Heart programs for the 
past several years. She has performed these first person dramas in 

costume in many places. These are dramas she has composed. 

Sign up begins under the Tower on Sunday, February 5, and contin-

ues on Sunday, February 12 or call the Church Office (391.0596) to 
make a reservation. A wonderful lunch will follow the program. The 
cost is $6/person.  (See page 7 for more info!) 

 


