
The Triumphal Entry 
Matthew 21:1-11 

 
Today is Palm Sunday, a week before we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord on 
Easter. In Matthew 21:1-11 Jesus came into Jerusalem and the Jewish people embraced 
Him as the long awaited Messiah and King. Jesus came into the city riding on the foal of 
a donkey, which fulfilled the prophecy found in Zechariah: 
 
Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, 
Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 
As Jesus was riding toward the city the people began putting their coats and branches on 
the ground so Jesus would walk on them, which revealed their submission to His 
authority as their King.  
 
The people shouted “Hosanna to the Son of David”, recognizing His lineage from the line 
of David and His authority as their Messiah. They cried out “Blessed is He who comes in 
the name of the Lord” confirming that God, as the deliverer, sent Jesus. And they 
declared “Hosanna in the Highest” which was a declaration of the Lord’s salvation, 
which means, “save us Lord, we beseech thee!” 	  They believed that Jesus was the One 
sent by God for their salvation! 
 
As Jesus rode into the city the people waved palm branches expressing their joy and 
jubilation at the coming of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. This was a day of 
celebration and joy, for the long awaited Messiah and Savior had arrived. The people 
were thrilled because there was no one like Jesus. But as we know that excitement would 
be short lived. The same people would change their minds about Jesus, and although they 
called Him blessed this Sunday, in few short days they will cry out “Crucify Him!”  
  
Application: Read Matthew 21:1-11. Pray and think about what is known as the Holy 
week - the last week of Jesus’ life. It begins with praise, honor and excitement. But as the 
week progresses, it will bring slander, dishonor and shame. However, when the week 
ends with the rising of the sun on the next Sunday morning, there will be victory over 
death as Jesus rises from the grave. What begins with praise will end with glory. What 
began with joy will end with abundant joy. He is risen; He is risen indeed!  
 


