
The Fig Tree 

Matthew 21:18-22 

By Pastor Stan 

 

“So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad 
fruit.” 

Matthew 7:17 
 

 Sometimes we read a passage of Scripture and it is exactly what we needed to hear, made 

perfect sense, and its meaning is so obvious. Other times we read it, throw our hands up and 

think, “What’s the deal with that?” The curse on the fig tree feels more like the latter than the 

former. Why does Jesus care so much about one particular tree? 

 There is a variety of opinions about this passage but the thing that helps to make sense of 

it is to realize that this is a giant metaphor for the nation of Israel. What we know is that fig trees 

of this region would produce figs before the actual season if they were expected to produce a full 

crop in the coming season. A tree without any figs prior to the actual season wasn’t going to 

produce the coming season. This all serves to represent the state of Israel and their future. In the 

age that was beginning, they weren’t going to bear any fruit because they had not in the season 

before. 

 A passage like this should be a magnifying glass to us on what our life has looked like 

from Christmas to Easter. We can know what the next season will look like based on the past. If 

we see our lives as being fruitless, it opens up an opportunity for repentance and change. If our 

lives were full of fruit, we know we are to continue on the path and keep bearing fruit. 

 

Prayer of response:  

Lord, search my heart and reveal whether I am like this fig tree. Where I am, change me. Where 

I am not, keep me producing fruit in accordance with your word. 

Amen 

	  


