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The Last Supper 
Luke 22:7-23 

The Last Supper, the meal that Jesus had with His disciples the night before He was crucified,

was the Passover meal eaten by the Israelites for centuries (verse 15).  This festival was the 

highlight of the Jewish calendar year. It both remembered and celebrated the deliverance of 

the Jewish nation from slavery in Egypt.  It was a time of national rejoicing, especially for 

those who were able to be in Jerusalem at that time.  To say that the city was crowded with 

Jews from all over the Roman Empire would be a huge understatement. The city would be 

packed with those who made the pilgrimage for the festival. For Jesus’ disciples, there was 

an intensity to this particular night that was caused by what had taken place when they had 

come into the city, but tempered by the words Jesus had spoken to them about His 

impending death. The Passover meal looked back to the past, but also spoke of what the Lord

would do with the coming of the Messiah, the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of 

the world.  Jesus told His disciples that night that He would never eat the Passover meal 

again until it was fulfilled in the Kingdom of God (verse 18).  The fulfillment that Jesus spoke 

about would be found in the resurrection of all of God’s people, including us. This includes the

hope of being completely delivered from sin and its effects. How to respond? Spend time 

looking back, reflecting on the fact that you, too, were delivered from slavery to sin and given 

new life in Christ because of His great sacrifice. Thank Jesus for His willingness to die for 

your sin. Thank Him for the life you now have in Him. Also spend some time thinking about 

what is to come…the time when we will eat with Jesus in the fullness of His kingdom, 

enjoying life in His presence, with sin, pain and death defeated.   
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