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Reorienting 
Luke 21:5-38 

More than any other structure in Israel, the temple gave Israelites a sense of identity. The temple 

was central to their identity primarily because that was the place where Yahweh was worshiped. 

Even from an architectural perspective, the temple was awe-inspiring. The temple mount would 

have encompassed an area equivalent to thirty-five football fields. But the temple was 

impressive for reasons other than just its size. According to the first-century Jewish historian 

Josephus, the entire façade of the temple was covered in gold plates that would cause the 

temple site to be almost blinding when the sun rose. In addition to the gold, the upper parts of 

the temple were pure white, probably marble. To the Israelites of Jesus’ day, the temple was the 

ultimate in significance, beauty and permanence. 

In light of the significance of the temple, one can imagine how shocking Jesus’ prophetic words 

would have been when He said, “As for these things which you are looking at, the days will come 

in which there will not be left one stone upon another which will not be torn down” (v. 6). 

His disciples struggled to grasp how that might be. They asked a question: “Teacher, when 

therefore will these things happen?” (v.7). Jesus went on to explain the events surrounding His 

return, the one in which He will return in fullness of power and glory (vv. 8-36). In other words, 

they were to live in light of that which was to come. Even the most significant and impressive of 

human structures of their day would become a pile of rubble in a matter of a few decades. More 

than any possession or structure, Jesus was to give meaning and direction to their lives. 

This is instructive for us as well. It’s easy to tie our identities to things that appear so impressive 

and beautiful in this life. We chase after things because they give us significance. Our identity 

gets wrapped up in these things. In the here and now they seem so significant, so permanent, so 

valuable. The reality is that all this will be gone someday. The structures that we spend so much 

energy to acquire or build will decay. They will be sold. They might be torn down. 
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No human accomplishment, no matter how impressive, will last forever. Only the kingdom of 

God will be eternal. Jesus’ return will shake the world and turn it upside down. The question 

for us is: Where are we aiming? How much are we living in light of eternity? In light of Jesus’ 

return? 

How to respond? 

Prayerfully think about where you are pursuing your identity or your purpose. To what have 

you pinned your most significant hopes? What do you dream about? How many of those 

things are temporal in nature as opposed to things of eternity? Use this time to prayerfully 

reflect on those things you consider most important. Prayerfully confess any areas where 

you are improperly pursuing things that are temporal in nature and reorient toward that 

which is eternal. 
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