
Add a little bit of body text

A Passion for Worship 
The Cleansing of the Temple 
(Matt 21:12-14; Mark 11:15-18; Lk 19:45-46; Jn 2:13-22) 

“In a passage like the cleansing of the temple (which in some of the gospels only takes up two 

sentences), it can be easy to only see what is happening on the surface: Jesus rides into 

Jerusalem, enters the temple, sees the greed and wickedness, kicks the people out, continues 

on his way. 

But did you know that the place where he flipped the tables and tossed out the buyers and 

sellers was called the court of the Gentiles? It wasn’t just Jewish worship that was being 

disrupted by those who were selling “acceptable” temple sacrifices—the only space for Gentiles 

to worship God was filled with the sounds and smells of animals being bought and sold. There is

a specific reason Jesus’ words of anger ring out from Isaiah 56—the nation of Israel was meant 

to foster Gentile worship of God, and it is instead hindering it. 

Much more could be said, but suffice it to say, there is an intensity that the passage is meant to 

portray. In no other place do we see Jesus get as angry as he does here, and it’s not simply 

about greed or bad temple practices. It’s about worship. 

What this story should cause us to see is that God does not just “care” about worship—He is 

passionate for it. From the very beginning, God has been working to bring the lost nations back 

to himself, and the story of Israel has been looking forward to this specific thing. “My house 

shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations” is not just quaint saying, but the triumphant 

cry of the book of Isaiah—it is meant to be Israel’s duty! The beautiful ending to the story! In fact,

the cry of the entire storyline of the Old Testament is that a rescuer is coming who will finally 

make things whole again and restore the peace with God that was lost at the fall—for all nations.
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And guess who that affects? You. Me. Your friends. My family. Your children. France. Pakistan. 

China. North Korea. Every single person who has walked the face of the earth and has sinned is 

in desperate need of someone to bridge the gap so we can worship, and this passage shows us 

that the God of the Bible is passionate about making it happen. So passionate that he stepped 

down from his throne, came to earth as a man, and set his face towards Jerusalem to be 

publicly mocked, beaten, and killed for no crime at all. 

And this “worship” is more than just singing on Sundays. This is loving Someone. This is 

knowing Someone. This is directing your thoughts and plans around another like you would your

love interest. This is being fully known and fully loved. This is what God has been fighting for us 

as humanity to have since it all fell apart in Genesis 3. This is what pressed Jesus on the rest of 

that week until he stood face to face with his own cross. This is worship He declared was worth 

dying for. 

How to respond? 

Eugene Peterson makes the argument, “If worship is corrupt, life will be corrupt.” Spend a bit of 

time reading one of the above Bible texts on Jesus’ cleansing of the temple and reflect on His 

passion for unhindered worship. How much does worship of the Lord permeate your daily 

activities, even the mundane acts of caring for work and home? What are ways that worship can 

become more central to your regular Monday to Friday activities of life? 
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