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The Triumphal Entry 
Luke 19:28-44 
If you were to ask your closest family and friends who Jesus is, you would probably get a 

number of different answers. Some might call Jesus a good teacher. Others might consider 

Jesus to be a political leader, and still others might call Him a religious zealot. 

Jesus had three and a half years of amazing ministry that was filled with preaching, miracles 

and healing. He developed a reputation among the people who had many different opinions 

about who He was.  Some thought Jesus was just a common man from Galilee. Others called 

Him Rabbi and believed He was very religious, while still others thought He must be a Prophet 

because of all the miracles He performed. Almost no one considered Jesus to be the 

long-awaited Messiah. 

But God in His wisdom set out to fulfill the Scriptures and made sure that His Son, Jesus, 

received all the honor and glory that He deserved. God had preordained that the people of 

Jerusalem would acknowledge Him and accept Him as the long-expected Messiah. Here in Luke

19:28-44 we see three events that happened to confirm that He is, in fact, the Messiah. 

The first event was the preparation. This was Jesus’ last Sunday before the crucifixion which 

began with preparation for His triumphal entry into Jerusalem. To fulfill the Scripture stated in 

Zechariah 9:9 we read, ‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 

Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and

mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 

On this day Jesus sent two of His disciples to find and bring Him a female donkey and its colt. It 

had been pre-ordained by God and confirmed by this prophet Zechariah that the Messiah would 

come into Jerusalem precisely in this manner. This, then, brings us to the second event. 

The second event was the celebration. Jesus sat upon the colt and began riding toward 

Jerusalem.  When the people saw Him they began to shout and celebrate! They demonstrated 

reverence and respect by laying their coats and palm branches on the ground for His donkey to 

walk on. Matthew 21:9 tells us that they shouted out the messianic title, 
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“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 

highest!” And Luke 19:40 tells us that Jesus said, “I tell you, if these become silent, the stones 

will cry out!” 

Their praise, however, was empty. They were hypocrites, like actors on a stage, because they did 

not truly love Him or really worship Him. These same people who praised Him here on this 

special Sunday would cry out on Friday, “Crucify Him!” (Mark 15:13). So as Jesus approached 

Jerusalem we see that the third and final event took place. 

The third event was Jesus’ lamentation.  As He looked upon Jerusalem, Jesus was full of sorrow 

because He knew that in just a few years Rome would come and destroy the people and the city. 

Jesus lamented because they rejected their Messiah, the only One who could save them. Then 

Jesus said, “If you had known this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they 

have been hidden from your eyes. For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw

up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side and they will level 

you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon 

another, because you did not recognize the day of your visitation” (Luke 19:42-22). 

How to respond? 

Imagine yourself in the crowd of people watching Jesus enter Jerusalem. Try to envision the 

sights and sounds. How might you have responded to the Person of Jesus? How much do you 

worship Him on a regular basis now? 

The people of Jerusalem got caught up in the excitement of the moment when they saw Him 

ride into Jerusalem and they had an emotional response.  But they did not worship or praise 

Jesus with genuine affection and surrender. I pray as we celebrate Palm Sunday we would be 

true worshippers of Christ! I pray our praise is genuine and our worship is done through the 

testimony of our lips and also the testimony of our surrendered lives. To Jesus be all the Glory, 

Amen!! 

Rob Miller 

Senior Pastor 
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