
Haggai Introduction 
 

Writer 
● The word of the Lord came through Haggai the prophet on four occasions, all during a 

four-month period in 520 B.C. 
● Besides the four oracles that were recorded, he prophesied on other occasions, along with 

his contemporary, Zechariah. The Jews prospered under their preaching (Ezra 5:1; 6:14). 
● He was most likely among the 50,000 people who returned to Jerusalem under Zerubbabel 

(Ezra 2). 
● Haggai means “festival,” possibly because he was born on a major feast day.  
 
 
Date and Historical Background 
● Haggai’s written prophecies occurred in 520 B.C., in the second year of King Darius. These 

prophecies occurred on the 1st and 24th days of the sixth month, the 21st day of the seventh 
month, and the 24th day of the ninth month. 

● Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi were post-exilic prophets, with Haggai and Zechariah being 
contemporaries.  

● General timeline for the exilic and post-exilic period 
o 605 BC First captives taken to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar (Dan 1:1-2) 
o 597 BC Second group of captives (10,000) taken to Babylon (2 Kings 24:10-16; Ezek 

1:1-3) 
o 586 BC Jerusalem falls, the temple is destroyed, third group of exiles taken (2 Kings 

25:1-21) 
o 539 BC Babylon falls to Medes and Persians (Dan 5; Is 45:1-4); Dan 5:30--Darius the 

Mede, son of Ahasuerus, made governor over the conquered Chaldean kingdom by 
Cyrus. 

o 538 BC Cyrus issues decree for Jews to return to Jerusalem;  
o 535 BC 50,000 return under leadership of Zerubbabel (2 Chron 36:21; Ezra 1-2). Return 

after 70 years captivity (Jer 25:11; 29:10-14). 605 to 535 BC = 70 years exile  
o 534 BC Began work of rebuilding the temple in 2nd year after return (Ezra 3:8-9), but 

discontinued the work after opposition and discouragement from their enemies (Ezra 
4:1-5, 23-24) 

o 520 BC Restarted the rebuilding of the temple under Haggai and Zechariah (Ezra 5:1-2) 
o 516 BC Temple rebuilding completed (Ezra 6:15) in the sixth year of King Darius. 
o 457 BC Ezra led a second group of returnees (over 2,000) to Jerusalem. (Ezra 8:1) 
o 444 BC Nehemiah led a third group of returnees to Jerusalem (Neh 2) 

● Biblical background: Read Ezra 1-6 for the situational background of Haggai’s messages.  
 
 
Message of Haggai 
Key ideas/themes: Rebuilding the temple  
 
Basic outline of the book of Haggai: 

1. First message – Rebuke for religious indifference (1:1-15) Aug 520 BC 



a. The people’s selfishness and spiritual indifference (1:1-6) 
b. Exhortation to resume rebuilding (1:7-11) 
c. The response from the people (1:12-15) early Sep. 520 BC 

2. Second message – an encouraging message (2:1-9) early Oct 520 BC 
a. Comparison with former temple – “Be strong” (2:1-5) 
b. The temple’s future glory (2:6-9) – fulfillment in stages 

3. Third message – a reassuring message (2:10-19) early Dec 520 BC 
a. Uncleanness as a result of their own conduct (2:10-14) 
b. Indifference has caused calamity – give careful thought (2:15-19) 
c. Obedience will bring prosperity 

4. Fourth message – a promising message (2:20-23) early Dec 520 BC 
a. Zerubbabel is part of the Davidic line; Yahweh reemphasizes the Davidic 

covenant to His people.  
 
 


