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         Q&A for the Week of September 16, 2019 
  Resisting Temptation 

I. Equipping Time (20-30 min): Have each group member share how long they have been a part of CCMV 
and what were some favorite things that happened this summer.  
 

II. Getting into the Bible (45 min): Genesis 39:1-23 
 

A. The Lord was with Joseph and blessed him - Read Genesis 39:1-6 
• Eight different times in verses 1-23 it says that the LORD (Yahweh) was with Joseph and 

that Potiphar saw God had prospered him. How do you think that Joseph might have known 
the fact that God was with him? What do you think God did to prosper or bless Joseph?  

• The Bible teaches that as Christians God is with us. What are ways that you have noticed 
God’s presence in your life? How has your ability to be aware of His presence grown with 
time or changed over the years? What are ways that you have seen the Lord’s blessing in 
your life?  
 

B. Beware of the subtleties of temptation – Read Genesis 39:6-12  
• Verse six says that Joseph was “handsome in form and appearance.” How are looks and 

sensuality prioritized in our culture?  
• How have you seen yourself influenced by it?  
• Discuss the following four things about temptation: 

 
1. Temptation can be subtle (v. 7): Notice the subtle ways Potiphar’s wife was first attracted 

to Joseph. Discuss ways that sensuality is subtly used and promoted in our culture.  
2. Temptation can be bold (v. 7): How was Mrs. Potiphar bold? How have you seen sexual 

temptation be bold in our culture? 
3. Temptation is persistent (v. 10): Discuss how persistent Mrs. Potiphar was. How does the 

media do this with inappropriate material? 
4. Temptation is strategic (vv. 11-12): Discuss whether or not you think Mrs. Potiphar knew 

the house would be empty when Joseph arrived. Do you think the devil is strategic when 
it comes to temptation? Can you give an example?  
 

C.  Joseph resisted temptation and honored God – Read Genesis 39:13-23 
• Discuss the five ways Joseph resisted temptation 

1. Joseph was decisive in his decisions: In v. 8 Joseph refused her advances. Discuss 
whether you think he determined ahead of time how he would handle temptation. Have 
you ever been in a similar situation? What happened? 
 

2. Joseph was a man of integrity: What do you think this means? Look at Genesis 39:8-9. 
Discuss the reasons Joseph stated for refusing her.  
 

3. Joseph was unyielding to sin: He stood against the temptation day after day (v.10). Have 
you ever had someone pressuring you to do something wrong? If so, how did you handle 
it? 
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4. Joseph was practical: Discuss verse 10. Joseph was not persuaded by her invitation; he 
would not lie with her, or even be with her. What are some practical steps you have 
taken, or could take, to guard against sexual temptation? 

 
5. Joseph was ruthless with temptation (12-13): Joseph did not try to stand and fight. He ran 

away from sin. What does that look like in our day and age to flee from temptation? How 
do we ruthlessly fight against temptation?  

 
D. Pray for each other and your group’s missionary. 

 
 

	


