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“He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons 
of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings 

in righteousness to the Lord.” 
Malachi 3:3 

 
 When we talk about the New Testament we often spend much of the conversation on how 

Israel missed it. They thought the Messiah was going to come as a conquering king. There was 

an expectation that the majority of His work was going to be spent establishing a military power. 

The irony to this was that Jesus didn’t come to do any of this during his ministry. In fact, much 

of what they were hoping for will happen in Jesus’ second coming in drastically different ways. 

 The 1st century people missed it in a different way than just the military aspect. As we 

read the Old Testament, we see that God is deeply concerned with His worship being refined and 

restored. The 1st century people took this to mean they had to fix this issue themselves leading to 

the rise of the Pharisee sect. This just exacerbated the problem. Jesus needed to restore proper 

worship of God through His ministry. 

 The cleansing of the temple is the refiner’s fire of Jesus coming to the house of worship. 

Casting out the robbers to bring in the prayers. Foreshadowing that we will no longer have to ask 

which mountain to worship on but to worship in spirit and truth. Restoring us back to proper 

unity and relationship with God whom our hearts are given to so our life is a life of worship. 

 The question we should ask ourselves as we read a passage like this is “how must my 

temple be cleansed?” What needs to be cast out so He can be let in? 

 

Prayer of response:  

Lord, search my heart and reveal where it has become a house that robs you of true worship. 

Cleanse me to make me a house of prayer. Give me more of You that my life is shaped by Your 

presence. Amen 


