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              Questions for the Week of February 17, 2019 

    Purity, Peace and Persecution 

 

I. Getting Started (20-30 min): Share about a time when someone you knew had a secret life, meaning 

they said one thing but did something else. How did the secret life become known to you or others? 

What effect did such a secret life have on others that knew that individual, you included? What 

effects of such a life did you notice in the person that lived that way?  

 

II. Getting into the Bible (45 min):  

 

A. A Kingdom citizen is pure in heart (an undivided heart) - Read Matthew 5:8 

• What does the Bible mean when it speaks of the heart? 

Answer: The heart is a biblical reference to the whole person, encompassing the mind, the 

emotions, and the will; it is who we really are before God at the core of our being.  

• How well do you typically engage all aspects of the heart in your relationship with the 

Lord? How much, in other words, do you regularly engage the mind, the will and the 

emotions?  

• An undivided heart is one that is not mixed with impurities, like gold that has been 

refined. How does this relate to Jesus’ words in v. 8, “Blessed are the pure in heart”? 

Answer: A heart that is pure is one that is devoted to God as first in every part of life. There 

are no secret areas held back from God.  

• Read 1 Sam. 16:7 and Mark 7:5-13: Discuss how the Pharisees had divided hearts by 

following manmade traditions over the Word of God. Even though there is no longer 

the official office of Pharisee, how common is a Pharisaical attitude in the church at 

times?    

• What are areas of your life where you find it divided between what Jesus wants and 

what you want? Why do you think it is difficult to surrender certain areas of our hearts 

to the Lord and His truth?  

• Discuss what it means in Matt. 5:8 where Jesus says, “…for they shall see God.” In 

what ways do you currently “see God”? 

 

B. A Kingdom citizen is a peacemaker – Read Matthew 5:9 

• Discuss why a godly peacemaker is not to be defined by passivity.  

Answer: A peacemaker is active, not passive. As Christians, we are to step into conflict, 

It is our business. The language Jesus uses is active; a peacemaker is one who gets actively 

involved in the situation, who confronts conflict and sin head-on. 

• Why are there wars and conflict with so little peace in the world?  

• Read Matt. 10:34 – what does it mean that Jesus brought a sword? 

Answer: His peace is not at the expense of truth and righteousness. Reality is that truth and 

right living has a way of eliciting a reaction. The gospel always confronts sin first so people 

can repent and find forgiveness. 

• Read 2 Cor. 5:17-20 and Romans 5:1: Discuss our role as Christians (Kingdom citizens) 

in offering reconciliation of people to God. What does that look like?  

 

C. A Kingdom citizen will be persecuted for righteousness – Read Matthew 5:10-12 

• Have you ever been persecuted for righteousness? What happened and what was your 

response?  
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• Do you know anyone else that has experienced persecution because of Jesus? What 

happened to them? 

• When you became a Christian, did you initially have the expectation that your life 

would be more successful or would be easier because of God’s blessings? Has that 

viewed changed? Why?  

• Read Phil. 1:21-30 and Matt. 5:12: Does knowing that there is a reward in heaven help 

you endure difficulty now? Why or why not? 

 

III. Prayer: Pray for any troubles people in your group are facing. Pray as well for your group’s 

missionary. 

 

IV. Response: How might the Lord be prompting you to respond to some aspect of Sunday’s sermon or 

tonight’s discussion? Is there some step of obedience to which He is calling you?  
 


	Questions for the Week of February 17, 2019

